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H£ foUowing Sirifiures upon Mt* PloWdfen's HiitofidlA 
Revifw of tbe State of irelahd/ have ali^eadyr app^fed to d«i 
tached parts in that msA f^I^rcAable .'publication thii BtHilh 
Critic. Th«y are ndW trfkred to the pUbiic With addiiyhs, 
cotreAlOhSi itid an AppMdix. Tke. sutbor pmfelft^ dot to 
give a regukr Hiflory 6f Ireland, butmrrely tolutft^l^lr M« 
PlowdeO's publi<tationi Which^ 9^ it -has Vtry itnprtid«rtfty pro- 
voked inveftig^tipni is alone anfvT^tabld fiirwhateiter a6rimony 
may arife from th4 contr overfy. 

The early part of tbe Ifilh Hiftory is little knovm, » iQirft 
of the works which Contain it Are vt^y fcar^e^ and the ttmU 
a3ionlof our titties have been fomirre^dfented, and foeh 
Unwearied dili^nce is ftill ekelrted in mifrepilefentit)^ them» by 
a party in Ireland, 6f which it was ]oi% fince flbferved, that 
"whilft they purfued their plans witk all fteadinefs^ thdy denied 
mutters of fa£l with all impudence, that I thought it expedient 
to CoIle3 from the beft authorities a refutation of fiioft of the 
flatements contained in Mr. Pldwden's work. 

I mean lio offence to this Gentleman perfonally, by imputing 

>y to him any improper defign by his publication ; at the fame 

time, I cannot avoid lamenting the mifreprefentatiohs, which 

his great ignorance of the Hiftory of Ireland, his party preju- 

5^ dices, the falfe information furnilhed him, and his afioniifaing 

^ credulity have betrayed him into ; and as he has attacked the 

^ Proteftant party in Ireland and their ancteftori, as well as the 

^ Governments of both countries, he cannot be furprifed i( they 

>| find advocates to defend them. Mr. Plowden hai thought prc« 

"^^t per to publish an angry Pamphlet, entitled a Poftliminious Pre* 

^w face, &c. &c. againft a fmall part of this work, in which be 

Y^ has done the writer the honor of abufing him, in company with 

fome of the moft exalted individuals of the pfefent times ; it is 

needlefs to obferve, that their chara£^ers cannot be impeached 

by any thii^g that he can write againft them. 

A a As 
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As to his aflertion, that the author of this work was an 
hireling employed to write down his Hiftory, were it a fad 
which in truth it is not, would this circumftance invalidate the 
authenticity of Irifli Hiftory, or could it injure the repu^ton 
of the authorities relied ^upon in contradiAion to Mr. Plow* 
den's flatements in his Hiftorical Review ? 

I (hall ilot attempt to refute anothbr aflertioiiin hispamphlet, 
that the two deuched parti of thefe Stridures juft publiflied in 
theBriiifli Critic, contain" falfeties,*' 'Vacrimoniooshuinour," 
" pharafaical rant," '* invefiives," ** illiberal, unmanly criti- 
cifm," &c. &c. &c. as I (hall leave it to the public to determine 
what foundation there is for fuch an accufation. He has alfo 
imputed to me publications in the news-papers, which I never 
wrote ; fuch are bit random charges. I have only to add, that 
edling names and abufe, are no anfwers to ftubbom hiftorical 
bJBu ; and I beg leave to remind this gentleman of the profef-^ 
fional anecdote which he rauft have often heard among the gen- 
tlemen of his gown. A countryman once went into Weftmin* 
fter-Hall, whilft a folemn law argument was debating. As he 
feemed to liften with, great patience and attention, he was aficed 
by one of the Bar if he underfiood the fubje6l of difcui&on R 
he replied, that he did not, though he could plainly perceive 
that the Counfellor who was in fuch a terrible paffion was lofing 
his client's caufe. 

^ As the eftimation in which any Hiftory, or the detefiion 
of the mifreprefentations of any Hiftory will be held by the 
public, muft depend upon the authorities produced on both 
fides, 1 have referred my readers in the margin to thofe works 
which I have relied upon for my ftatements^ and in many in- 
fiances have been obliged to make quotations at fome length, 
which I hope will-be an excofe for the number and length o( 
the notes auid references. 

London^ Aprils 1804. 

STRICTURES; 
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STRICTURES, 

PART THE FIRST. 
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STRICTURES. 



iVlR. PLOWDEN's ponderous pi^bKcatioii w fo evidently 
written to ferve the intereits of a party, fo cakulated to mif- 
lead the people of £ngfaiid, and to give them erroneous ideas 
of the various Englifh adminiftrations, which during fix centu- 
ries have governed Ireland, and of the caufes of the conftant 
divifions and difiradions of that kingdom, that to fuifer it to 
remain without notice pr animadverfion, were in fome meafure 
to fanQiqn its miilatements, and to give implied authority to a 
work, replete with hiftorical npiifreprefentations, crowdea wkh 
iindeferved panegyrics upon one fe3 of individuals, and with 
the moil untounoed cahimnies againft the living and the deadof 
another. 

Mr. Plowden has thought proper to dignify his book, with 
the title of **.an Hiftorical Review of the State of Ireland ;'* 
while it is in fa£l nothing more than an intemperate and highly 
hnpolitic party-pamphlet, differing only in bulk and price from 
thofe cafual publications, which attra6l notice for a fliort time, 
and then fink into eternal oblivion. 

Arduous indeed are the labours, and difficult i^ the taflc, of a 
faithful and impartial hiftorian ! The writer who undertakes 
to give an hiflory of any particular kingdom, ought previoufly 
to examine witn a cool and deliberate refearch all the former 
anaaliils and hiflorians of different parties, as well as the pub- 
lications of the day. He ought to poffefs a difcriminating 
mind, eager in its inq[uiry after truth. He (hould be candi(^ 
cautious, and temperate. It is his duty to inveftigate fa^s 
minutely, to hazard conjeftures with diffidence, and to receive 
the recriminations of heated parties with diftruft. He ibould 
be accurate in his llatements, candid in his narration of events,, 
and fomewhat impartial in his reafonings upon them. But, 
above all, he fhould not fuffer himfelf to be guided by preju- 

dice. 
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dice, and influenced by the zeal of religious bigotry. Such k 
the faint outline of the duty* fuch a few of the indifpenfable 
qualifications, of an hiitorian. 

What claim, therefore,^ can that writer have even to the cha-r 
raQer of an accurate compiler, mtich lefs of k faithful hifto-. 
rian, who, in his account of the early tranfa£lions of Irilh hif- 
tory. Quotes, andalmofi folely relies upon, a few obfcure * wri- 
ters ot one party ; and who; in or^er to eilabliih their authen-. 
ticity, makes the novel and ridiculous attempt, to difcredit all 
thofe former + hifiorians of Ireland, whofe works are in the mod 
repute, and whofe accounts of the tranfafiions of the times, have 
been always moft relied upon ? 

What opinion are we to form of the prudence of this gen-, 
tleman, who has thought proper to repre(ent the condufi of t^e 
Englifli Governxnents to that country, as one uniform and conti- 
nued fyilem of opprefTion aiid crueltv ; who loads with i^nqua- 
lified cenfure and abufe ev^ry adminiuration which has ever gor 
verned Ireland ; and who defcribes all the former Lords-Juf- 
tices, and Viceroys (with the exception only of the Marquis,. 
Cornwallis) as knaves or fpols, tyrants or hypocrites ? 

Wh^t fliall we think of the candour of nim, who criminates 
asunjuflifiable, wanton, and cruel, thofe meafures, which one 
party in Ireland was obliged to adopt for its fafety, whilft hepaU 
liates, if not juftifies, the mfurreCUons an.d atrocities of the other 
party, and even goes fuch lengths as to ftyle the moft horrid of 
their rebellions, a confcientious adherence tp their allegiance, 
and W unanfwerable proof their loyalty J ! 



• O* Flaherty, O'Halloran, Ideating, Mr. Jofiah Lynch, a very 
learned peribn according 4p Mr. Plowden, whom no body ever heaid 
of; Mr. Pinkerton, Earl of Cffttehavcp, who writes in the teeth of. 
foroe oi Mr. Plowdcn's fheories, fee note to p. 15, of his work ; and 
alfo Appef^dix, N0.III. fecond Partof tbefc Striftures : Saints Jerome, 
Ambrofe, Auguftinc, &c. &c. Father Ta} lor. Abbe Geoghegan, 
and the •« Irifti annalifts," arc his grcatcft authorities for his ftatc- 
nients of the early part of Irilh hiftory, where be does f&ot condefcend. 
to tranfcribe from Dr. Leland. 

+ i. c. Cambrenfis, Camden, Sir John Davis, Tenjple. Spenfer, 
2orlafc, Carte, Lord Clarendon, Leland, ^c. and the other auihentic 
hiftorians : where it fuit^ Mr. Plowden*s purpofe, he relies qpon Dr. 
Leland ; where it does not, he difcredits, or does not quote hiiii; he 
is equally candid with Sir John Davis, and others. 

X Sec faffim, his accoun? of the Rebellion and Iriih Maffacre of 

What 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



What pretentions can that man have to moderation or tJIfcre- 
tion, who vilifies aimoft indifcriminately the chara6)ers of fo 
many illufirious men of former tinies, and who cafts the moft 
unfounded afperfions upon fome of the moft refpeftable and 
exahed individuals of the prefent ? what claim can (he author 
have to our confidence, who, through the whole courfe of hi^ 
early hiftory, fo ftudioufly conceals, and boldly denies, the fa- 
vage exceflcs of the rebellious nati^'es of Ireland, that he may 
pathetically defcribe and lament their fufferings ; at the fame, 
time that he depiSs in fuch falfe colours the neceffary exer- 
tions of power, the indifpenfable raeafures of felf-preferva- 
tion ? 

• What reliance can we place upon the accuracy of the hiflo- 
rian, who, in his account of a * recent and memorable event, 
gives the exaggerated accufations and ftatements of fubjefts iji 
febellion againft the ftate, as correft, whilft he confidently de- 
nies the truth of official documents, and the accuracy of par- 
liamentary reports t ? And, laftly, can wc without a fmile 
demand, what pretenfions Mr. Plowden can have to imparti- 
ality, who, throughout every line of his work, evidently ap- 
pears the advocate and applogift of the Catholic, and the 
enemy and accufer of the Proteftant party in Ireland ; who 
has not only magnified the feverities and excefles committed 
by the loyalifts and their anceftors during violent. and atrocious 
rebellions, (excefles perhaps infeparable from all civil wars) but 
has charged the prefent generation with enormities of which 
they are mcapable, and the foul imputation of which they re- 
pel with fcorn : enormities which were commuted by the 
infurgents, and which are unexampled in the hiftory of any 
countries, except ** Catholic Ireland'* and Republican France? 

Though Mr. Plowden therefore may be efteemed fas no 
doubt he is) by one clafs of individuals, a very daring and zea- 
lous partizan ; I truft he will never be confidered by the pub- 
lic in either country, as a faithful or impartial hiftorian of Ire- 
land: 

Very general is the ignorance which even at this day pre- 
vails in England, of the true ftate of that country. Ireland is' 
fcarcely known but by its faQions and rebellions. Afclive have 
been the exertions, and not altogether unfuccefst'ul the induftry. 



• The rebellion of 1 798. 

+ Arthur O'Connor's letter to Lord Caftlereagh is relied upon by 
Mr. Plowden, while ihc " Report oJFihc Secret Committee of Parlia- 
ment" is difcredited by him ! ibeOfficial Bulletins^ &c. &c. are treated' 
with equal refped ! 

of 
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qf the rebel-party, their abettors, and palliators, to deceive the 
people of England, by reprefenting as unneceflary and unjuft, 
thole meafures which the machinations of treafon rendered 
indifpenfabiei in order thus to fix the ftigma of provocatioa 
upon the Government and the Proteftant (gentry of Ireland. 

The Britifl) nation, ignorant of the fpirit of bigotry, the hof« 
tite prejudices, and the political treachery of tne lower, and 
unfortunately not alone oi the lower, orders of Irifli Catholics^ 
perplexed and alarmed by the confiant difcontenu and diftur- 
bances in Ireland, and unacquainted with the peculiar difficult 
ties with which the Irifli governments have alwsn's to ilruggle» 
are but too apt in confequence to be perfuaded, that the uni- 
form refinance to the laws, and the rebellions of that country, 
are produced bv mal-adminifiration, or provoked by the op* 
premon of the nigher orders of fociety. Hence it is, that va* 
rious communications, written by the difaffeAed party in Ire- 
land, and containing the moft glaring falfehoods, have received 
a ready infertion in the periodical, and particularly in the pro- 
vincial, prints in England. Thefe publications, though defpi- 
fed in one country, as the ebullitions of difappointed treafon, 
have been received in the other as truths, and have greatly influ- 
enced public opinion in Great Britain; which was bdeed 
the very obje£l for which they were fabricated and pub* 
liflied. 

Sir Richard Mufgrave's Hiftory of the Irifli Rebetlion of 
1798 at length, in fome meafure, opehed the eyes of the Bri- 
tifli nation. His minute detail of the enormities committed bi^ 
\fore^ as well as during its progrefs, fortified as it is by fuch an 
irrefiftible body of evidence upon oath, and authenticated by 
the teflimony of thofe officers and gentlemen who were eye* 
witnefles of many of the horrid traniaflions, has at laft given 
the people of England more juft conceptions of the defigns 
and condu£b of the Irifli rebels ; and the Vain, but malicious 
efforts, which have been made by the difaffeded party to dif^ 
credit Sir Richard Mufgrave's work, have more fully eftab* 
liflied its authenticity in the opinion of the more eftimanle part 
of the Irifli community. 

The loyalifts of Ireland, as generous as they are brave, upon 
the peace with France flieathed their fwords ; and, though they 
could not forget, had forgiven the injuries which they nad re- 
ceived from their Catholic brethren ; and harmony and confi- 
dence were, in a great meafure, reflored in that unfortunate 
country. At fuch an unpropitious moment, another Catholic 
champion imprudently flands forth, and throws down the gaunt- 
let of religious and political controverfy. 

In my Striftures upon his publication, which is confidered 

by a great part of the Irifli as a libel upon the loyalty of Ire- 

; land. 
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lioid, I fliaU avoid caifling an^ perfooal reflexions upon the vnu 
ter, howev^ authorized I might feel myfelf, by bis exam}>le» to 

J)urrue a different line of condu6l. His obje£l in publifliing 
ucb a work,, at fugh a time, is bell known to faimfeli. What- 
ever may have been the motives, I feel it my duty to endeavour 
tQ countera£l the mifchief that may arife frotq the publication, 
ihould its fiatements remain uncontradi3ed. I do not thei«« 
fore attack Mr. Plqwden. but his book, which he has confident* 
ly fubmilt^ to the public, with his name and his portrait affix- 
ed to it. H^ h4s lerit it into the world, *' with all its imper- 
feQions o^ its head ;" mi before the tribunal of public opinion 
I (hall very freely and boldly arraign it. 

The work \^ dedicated to the Pnnce of Wales. This Dedi- 
cation concludes without any of the ufual ceremonies of re- 
(f^Q. to fo exalted a perfpna/p. The writer plainly intimates 
to his Royal Qighnefs, that to hi^ reign*, Ireland, i, e. the Ca« 
tbollc part of it, eagerly looks forward for th^ removal of thofe 
political reftraints which only affefi a very few of the upper 
clafs o.f that perfuiirioni:. 

The Introduftory Chapter of this work, the writer profeflet 
to be a review of the ^te of Ireland previous to its invafion or 
CQnqueft in the reign of Henry II. and he declares his obje£fc 
tQ be, *^ to draw the attention of his reader to fuch prominent 
evepts as have, in their time, order, and proportion, remoteljr 
and proximately led to an incorporate union of Great Britain 
with Ireland; which is the primary obje£l of this publication.'^ 
For this purpofe, no do^bt^ it wa»^ that fo early as in his fifth 
page, he draws the attention of his reader to the Letter of Co* 
lenel LiHlehales|, relative to Sir Richard Mufgrave's Dedica* 
tfofi to the Marquis Cornwallis, of his highly eAeemed and 
accurate Hillary of the Rebellion of 1798; wherein the Co- 
lonel exprelTes his Excellency's " wilh, that in any future edi- 
tion, the permiflion to dedicate it to him may be omitted ;** 
*' becaufe the nature and contents of the work tend fo Itrong* 



^ Ina paniplilcl poUifhed in DaUin, in Auguf^, 1805, entitled 
«< Ad Irilh Catholic's Advice to his Brethren, bow 10 eiiimate tbeiv 
prcfent Condition; and to refjcl Civil Wan, Slavery, and Invafion 5 
by Denys Scully, Bfq. Basrifler at Law," ia the following paragraph. 
— " We (ihe Catholics) fee an enlightened Prince beckoning us to the 
ftandard of geftuim layahy» and drawing leflbns of future policy frooi 
our patron, the gallant and patriotic Moira." P* 99* 

f An Iriib wit, who has anfwered Mr. Scully's work, has obferved* 
that ** if an epitowe of the above ienttnoeots i^ere rendered intoFrencb, 
|t lAuft be confefled that Five U Roi ! would not be the tianfl^tion.'* 

% See note tQ p. 5. vol. i« Hiaoilcal JLev iev* 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



12 

]y to revive the dreadful animofities which have fo long diftraft- 
ed that country, and which it is the duty of every good fubje6l 
to compofe*. 

Now, as Sir Richard Mufgrave*s work does not contain any 
account of the early hiftory of Ireland, but is folely confined 
to tracing the origin and progrefs of a late favagc rebellion, it 
appears to my comprehenfion a little out of order, to attempt 
to difcredit it in limine.^ if the obie£l be to injure its reputa- 
tion with thofe who are heft acquainted with modern Irifli hif- 
tory, I apprehend it will be very unfuccefsful ; or, if this* Letter 
has been noticed in this part ot the work through inadvertence^ 
it is only one proof, among many others in this compofition, 
of the total want of proper claffificadon and chronological ar- 
rangement. " 

Mr. Plowden's charaScr of Ihe temper and genius of the 
old native Irifb, as well as thofe defcriptions of that people 
which he quotes from Sir John Davis and Dr. (.eland, ^re, 
alas ! but too accuraiet. 

^ " Nor have (aqglic^ has) the wideft variety of changes in the po- 
litical fyflem of government altered or fubdaed, much lefs wholly ex-, 
tinguifhed, thenatiooal genius, fpirir, and charader'' 

of their defcendapts. The fame^ " ardent refentments, def- 
perate and vindiftivc outrages (ftill) abound in their aqnalsi.** 
•f The miniflers of their religion are accounted more than hu- 
man j|." *• Private injuries arc avenged by. force, and infolent 
apibitious chieftains ftill recur to arms." This propenfitv flill 
exifts in all its force, with only one ftriking difiFerence; tnat in. 
early times, they eagerly flocked to the flandard of fome prince 
or chieftain ; of late years, any defperate adventurer, a lawyer, a 
bricklayer, or a carpenter, cal(s his blopd-thirfty followers t^ 
armsf. 

• This accufation certainly applies with much more firength to the 
work before us than to Sir Richard Mufgravc's, which atucks the 
Catholic reheis of his time only. This work attacks every finglifh 
adroiniftration, as well as the Proteftants of Ireland and their anceftoft« 
from the carlieft period of Irilh hiftory, down to the year of the 
Union. If, therefore, we might venture to reckon uponconfequencci^ 
we Ihoald augur fomething about the future fate of Mr. P.'s Dedica- 
tion. + Page 3. t P*g« 5* 5 ^*^*^* 

II That hero. Father Murphy, at the battle of Arklow (1798) where 
he was the General, pcrfuaded his troops that he was invutoerable, and 
could catch the heretic bullets, as thcjr flew, in his hand. Under this 
impreflion,thcy fought defperatcly until he was killed, when thqrall fled, 
9 In 1798, Counfelbrs Emmet, Sampfon, &c« &c« and, in 1803,. 
Quigly, Howd, M*Intofli,and other mechanics. 

I admit 
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, t^imit atfo, in a great nijeafure^the extern of Mr. Plowden'^ 
obfervation,, '. : j 

«' that more family pride is retained by the trifli, even in extreme 
indigence, than by any other nation ; and it ia generally attended with 
a convidHon of feme right to large pofTeffions ) and feldom exifts with- 
ont forae hereditary tinc^are of contempt for thofe, whofe lineage thef 
think lefs ancient and hoble than their own, although at the fame time 
BO nation attach more confeqaence to property*." 

The exiftence of this pride of anceftry I dp not deny j but 
Mr. Plowden's foundation for it I fhall hereafter difprove. 
That this pride is "generally attended with a conviftion of 
fome right to large poHeflions,'* is unfortunately as defcriptive 
of the prcfent as of the former race of the native Irift ; and 
until very lately, a regular lift of the names of the ancient pro*, 
prietorsof lands, and of the various hands through which. they 
have pafTed, was kept in one of the Roman Catholic .chapels in 
the City of Dublin t: and a refumption of ancient, poffeflions 
forfeited by treafon and rebellions was formerly a v^ry favouriNs 
expettation among one clafs of individuals in that country : 
even fo lately as the year 1798, an equitabU divifion.of lands 
wasHhe hope held out by the chief confpirators to the lower 
orders, which they fondlv expefted would have been realized; 
and which never wpuld nave b^een held out to them, if it were 
not a very general and exifting expe£lation. Mr. Plowden in- 
deed aflerts, that 

«« This general fpecies of gfegarian% refunjption, grafted upon the 
rColle6live claims of fepts or clans to certain diltri^s, will upon dole 
infpe^on and impartial inveftigation, be found to refer to the old te- 
iwres of Taxnt^ry i^nd Gavelkind^ and by no means to the laws of Eng- 
land, which have for centuries regulUted the defcent of lands in Ireland, 
, otherwife the refumption would be confined to ^ the individuals, upon 
whom the law would in the fuppofed cafes of refumption cait the inhe- 
ritance, cither by primogeniture or by fome other mode of defcent. 
Now the only cry for refumption is ever fuppofed to arifc from ih^t 
caft of tife natives^ who have retained that national fpiric, with the de- 



• Page 6. The Irilh Proteftant gentry complain, that now, A. D. 
1803, the lower orders pay no. refpedl to property. In the countr):, 
even the cuftom of faluting with the hat a gentleman as he pades is 
almoft wholly difcontinued. 

+ In the chapel of Cook-Streef, arfd as it h fto^w [aid to have b< en 
jemoved to the Royal College of Maynooihi perhaps it maj be^itill 
'eonlinuedfrom motives of cuno/tty orfdence! 

X Qu. Does not the author mean Agrarian ? 'Wc have no fuch word 
as gugarian, though there is gregarious, 

■ ' lufive 
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hfivc daimt of royahy and domain, which could «&»#* be reftlited hf 
the ledintegration of the old fiiehon inftitanons*" P« i2« 

That an Englifli lawver fliould be fo ignorant of the ftate of 
that country, ot which nc profeffes to give an Hifiorical Review, 
as to compofe and publifh fo ridiculous a paragraph, mull cer» 
tainly excite among his brethren of the Irifh bar, other emo- 
tions befide thofe of furprife! Surely- a gentleman who has 
thrice t vifited Ireland fo lately, might have learned, that no 
fuch " caft of natives** as he defcnbes, now exifts : did this 
writer fuppofe, that Mr. Arthur O^Connor (whom I believe to 
be defcended from a King of Connaught of that name) had in 
that province a large clan of " that caft who retained thofe de- 
lufive claims of royalty and domain,'* and whom he had under* 
taken to gratify by " refumption," and " the redintegration of 
the old Brehon inftituiions"? Mr. A. O'Connor did certainly 
declare to a friend of mine, who met him on the continent im- 
mediately after the peace, *' that he had framed one of the moft 
. admirable conflitutions for Ireland that was ever compofed, 
and which muft have pleafed all parties"; but as my friend had 
neither inclination or ability to underfbmd its merits, he has 
not been able to detail the particulars of this mafier-piece ; and 
therefore I am flill ignorant, whether *^ refumption" or " re- 
dintegration" formed any part of it. I do indeed Ju/jr^3, that 
the IriQi of this day care as little for, and underfiand as little of 
*' redintegration," as they did of general emancipation and par- 
liamentary reform. But undoubtedly if ^* refumption" was no 
i^rt of that great legiflator, Mr. Arthur O'Connor's pliiin, 
le would not only have miferably difappointed that *' caft of 
natives" (wherever they are to be toundj but the whole body of 
his followers, to whom fuch expe6tations were held out, an^ 
who firmly believed that ihey would, upon the fuccefs of thfe 
revolution, have been fubftantially fulfilled. Bold, as moft of 
the afiertions in Mr. Plowden's work are, he does not pretend 
to deny the exiftence of this " cry for refumption," but very 
ingenidufly traces it to a clafs of natives, which at prefent no 
where exifts, and to the principles of the Brehon inftitutions, 
and of Tanniftry and Gavelkind^ of which, not only the mafs 
of the IriQi people, but very manv of the learned profeflions^ 
know as little as they do ot the ao£lrines of Confucius. 



* Could not they be alfo realized by a levolution, and a (epamtioQ 
from England ? The Iiilh Rebels think they could. 
+ Page 5, 

I iiiall 
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I (hall trace it for the information of this author^ as well as of 
liis and my Englijh readers, to' its true fource*; to the total 
Ignorance of the lower orders of the Irlfb, and their utter aver- 
uon from all legal fyflems of refiraints ; to the floating tradi- 
tions that their anceilors were difpofTefled of their lands hj 
Englifii and Scotch fettlers ; and to their exifling religious 
pTe|udices againfi the prefent Protefiant poflelTors, whether they 
derive dieir titles under recent purcfaate, or from ancient de« 
fcentt. Nor am I quite fo fanmine as Mr. Plowden in mj 
€xpe3ations, ** that the union of the two kingdoms, by the natu- 
ral workings of the BritiDi conftitution, will go further in three 
years towards the defiru3ion of national prejudice and difaf- 
fe£tion, than a mere communication of laws did in three cen- 
turiesj!" 

" The pride of anceftry has a peculiar eStBi upon the 
Irifli," — ^and upon Mr. Plowden. " No nation/* fays this gen- 
tleman, " in fa£l, now upon the face of the globe, can boaft 
of fuch certain and remote antiquity; none can trace in- 
fiances of fuch early civilization ; none poflefs fuch irrefraga^ 
ble proofs of their origin, lineage, and duration of govern- 
ment"§. 

* The leveUing fylbeni of Jacobiaifai has gi?en new Tigoar to thefe 
ancient and rooted prejudices ; and the war with France is looked upon 
as a favowrable oppononity for itdacing them to prafUce* 

f The following Manifeflo, which on Sunday the 7th of Augni^, 
iSo^t was pafted opon the doors of the church of St. Werbergs, in 
Dublin, the pariih church of the Lotd-Lieutcnants of Ireland, may 
not be herefo much mifplaced, as Colonel Littlehaks's Letter to Sir R* 
Mufgtave ieemsto be in Mr. Plowden's work, p. 5. 

•« Catholic Vbrtuk. 
. << We acknowledge, that there now does exift among the people 
throughout ttiis country, a determination to poflefs themfclves of, and 
to transfer to their jpofterity, theit ancient rights and properties ; name- 
ty, the eftates, lands, and church livings, which the abominable fcum 
of England have, from time to time, plundered them of, and which are 
now applied to heretical putpofes^ in order to abolifh Catholic faith ; 
but, IttaLwreiciedgovermment beware, how diey tamper with the rtli- 
ghiirf thepe^pU. 

Oirange divines and their followers * are ripe, and it is high time to 
Iqoeeze them." 

To what «« caft of nadves" are we to attribute this " cry for re- 
Ibmption"? And is there any of that ** Paganifm" in it, which in 
p. 1 2, Mr. Plowden afligns as '* die genuine caufe of thefe national pie- 
odico"? 
% PUge 17. 5 Page 6. 

« All Protefiaots are now called^ by the lower order of Catholics, Orange- 
I ; tbtir ancefton called the Englifli aad their deftq^dentti ** Sackfonach,*' 



» taoD. See Ware, p. 60. 
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In lupport of this pofition, Mr. Plowderi confidently alterts^ 
that a colony of Carthaginians, three thoufand years ago, 
fettled in Ireland, and peopled that country : and tliis he very 
fatisfafiorily proves to his readers, by * the famous fcene in 
Flautus, which had puzzled all former commentatcyrs, but 
which lately an Irifli antiquary, Gen. Valiancy, by " a difloca- 
tion of the words and fyllables," converted into good Irijh. 
This difcovery will not be allowed by Englifli critics to hare all 
the force that Mr. P. attributes to it ; and if it had, it would 
equally include the people fpeaking Welfli and Erfc, undoubt- 
ed branches from the fame root with the Irifli ; very fimiiar 
dialeds of the fame original tongue. 

Moreover this '* pride of anceftry" is not cxclufivcly con- 
fined to the Irifli people, but the early annals and traditions oT 
all nations are full or fuch abfurd and popular fidions. The 
Peruvians derived their origin from the fun*; and the Chinefe 
antiquaries boaft, that their empire has exifted from a period 
vhich, according to our calculation, mud have preceded the 
creation of the world + ! Let us, therefore, here rely rather 
upon the conjefiures-of David Hume, than upon the aflertions 
ot Mr. Plowden. That hiftorian fays, " as Britain was firft 
peopled from Gaul, fo was Ireland probably from Briuin^. 
and Sir James Ware, the heft of the Irifli antiquarians, is not 
only of the opinion that Ireland was firft peopled from North 
Britain, but thinks the IriQi language evidently the fame with 
the Britifli, and gives a lift of many hundred words of both 
languages, which appear to be the fame from their pronuncia- 
tion. Chap. 3. p. 36. 



* In Mongo ?ark*s Travels into Africa, he informs us, that th^ 
Africans kneaded up flour into a kind of cake, which tbey called 
Xous Kous. I am informed that the Welih word for bread is alio 
Kous : perhaps, after all, the original Wdlh may have been a colony 
from the interior of Africa ; and that a near affinity between their 
language and the African may be difcovered by fome Weifli antiquary, 
on coniulting the gtoflary at tbtf end of Park's Travebj with the help 
ot ** diflocation," 

+ Eight thoufand years. 

X Vul. i. ch< p. 9 ; and Scot!, the ancient ofme of the Irifli, ap- 
proaches nearer to Scotz, the ancient name of the Scott, whofe king- 
dom was called Scotia, than to Skuthoi Scythians, alias Canbaginians. 
We may therefore fay of this writer, as Spencer has £ud of Staniharfl, 
•* but his Scota rather comes of the Greek 9wn^*\ that is, darhuft, 
which hath not let him ice the light of the truth. 

View of the State of Ireland. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Plowden's account of ** the early civilisation" of the 
Ivilh people, and his fplendid pi3ure df the Milefian monar« 
flby, however gratitying to " the pride of anceftry," are little 
famh&cA'y to the refearches of a cool and unbialTed under- 
ftan^ng. (Appendix, No. I.) When the Englifh adventurers 
in. the twelfth century fjrft kndfed in Iceland, they found no 
eraceS'Of this early rehneinent and advanced progrels in all the 
ekgant arts of liie**. Nay, the circumAance which led to the 
Englifli invafion, namely, a r^pe, committed by one King on 
the wife of another ; and the reception which tjiis raviflher 
HStet, on hi« return with his allies, not only from the common 
people, but, by Mr. Plowden's own account, from the nobles 
and ike cUrgy\^ affords no very fatisfafiory proof of morality, 
much leCis of civilization. Direftly contrafted to his accounts, 
are the fober fiatements of Hume, and the decifive authorities 
cited in his margin ; all i^owing the barbarous fts^te in which 
the native Irifli were found by the firft adventupeis from £ng« 
land. 



* See page 15. Mr, Plowden*^ aocount of their national affemUies, 
Ibafts, tauriMimcats, dfeir ^rogrt/s in heraldry ^ &c. j&c. 
, iDr«,Leiaod, in his Preliminary DifccMirfe to his Htftoiy of Imkind, 
calls fuch accounts <' childifh fables," *' poetical annalf," ^c. 
. Mr. Plowden, in his " Poftliininious rrcface," has attempted to in- 
y^lidate Dr. Leland's reputation «s an hiftorian. Amongft other 
charges againft the Doftor, who was a fenior fellow of Trinity Col- 
lege, Ekablin, is one, '* diat he wwte his HiAory fior a biikopric, 
svhich he never attained." I have been taformed, that when Dr. 
Ldbnd'a Htfiory appeared, the -Protieftant party in Ireland was ta 
di%tearfid.at fevcral parts of his work, more favourable to the IriA 
Catholics i:han they thought they deferved, that Dr. Leland was 
called ** a Vapift in his hart** and a calumny «ms propagaied that the 
:Ptf#jtff had paid him i j^ool. for glofitog fome £ads in his Hitlory. 

Non^, in my hambk opinion, iince it appears that Dr. I<eland's Hif- 
fory plcafed neither parties, it is highly probable that he told trurh of 
ix>di. fieiides, he was a man of the mo^ refpe^Ukble eharader. 

As to Mr. Plcywdcn's bearfay ruidence of fome of Mr. Burke's ijiti-. 
mate friends, that Dr. Leland re£uled to «iafce .nib of " docuutents," 
'fonifiked him by Mr. fiurke, << relative to the PnteftoMt maffucre 
(i.e. maflacre of the Proteftants) wbich would haveetven a very dif^ 
sferent csft to thejcomplexion of that ** fuppofed ententj' as Dr. Leland 
had the heft hiftorians and the public documents to refer to« it is 4K> 
impeachment of his good fenfe that he (h ould prefer tbofe to *' Mr. 
Barke's docaments ;" and as to his refuting to return Mr. Burke his 
papers, I reaUy cannot for a moment give that credit to this charge 
which Mr. flowdendees. 

t Page 19, chap, 2* 

B The 
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The laws (if thev deferve fuch a name) under which the 
original Irifh lived (Appendix No. II and No. IIL), the cuf- 
torn of Tanniftry which made their chieftains eleftivc^ and of 
Gavelkind, which upon the death of one individual in a fami- 
ly, put the poffeffions, real and perfonal, of the whole fcpt, as 
well as of the deceafed.into what our lawyers call hotch-pot ^\.o be 
equally divided among all the members of the clan, illegitimate 
as well as legitimate ; and the Brehon inftitutions, which com« 
muted the crime of murder for a pecuniary fine; called the Ei- 
rick, could only fubfift among a very barbarous people ; and by 
their abolition alone could the firft advaqces towards civilization 
be made. 

As to the orthodoxy of the Roman Catholic faith of the 
aboriginal Iri(h*, upon which Mr. Plowden fo much infifts, 
I mull once more have recourfe to Hume, to correft this 
gentleman's miftakes. " The Irifli had, by precedent miflions 
from Britain, been imperfectly converted to Chriftianity : and, 
what the Pope (Adrian III.) regarded as the furefi mark of their 
iraperfeft converfion, they followed the do£lrines of their firft 
teachers, and had never acknowledged any fubjeftion to the fee 
of Romet." Accordingly, A. D. 1156, Adrian III. iiTued, in 
favour of Henry II. a bull, in which he exhorts that prince to 
invade Ireland, *' in order to extirpate the vice and wickednefs 
of the natives, and oblige them to pay yearly, from every hoiife, 
a penny to the fee of Kome." 



' * Mr. P.* in his learned note to page 19, infiftt, that the ftith preach* 
ed by St. Patrick ia that now denominated ** the Roman Catholic 
faith." Does he alfo nxean, that the tenets are the fame ? If foch a 
miffionary as St. Patrick ever exiftcd, he muft have preached a fyftem of 
Chriftianity more iimple than that which the labours of artfol priefts 
and ambitious pontiffs have fince diffeminated. 

Mr. P. fecms alfo to entertain with rcfpedt the popular opinion, that 
to the prayen of St. Patrick it was owing, that vipers, toads, fnakes, 
&c. «« which formerly abounded,'' took their departure from the land of 
faints, in whofe climate I- conceive they could never have exifted on 
account of its great moifture. Various patriotic efforts have, fince St. 
Patrick's time, been made to introdace them 5 but they have died in 
the winter. A Fellow of the Univerfity in Dublin, at the end of the 
fcventeenth century, brought over to Ireland a colony of frogs, which 
have thriven very well, and are now to be found in all parts of that 
kingdom* 

+ Hume, vol. i. chap. 9. 

• Sir James Ware, the bcft of the Triih aqtiquariei, fpcakt with high contempt 
of the Irifli, before they were converted to Chriftitaity by St. Patrick, a ^&Ach^ 
man, who died in 493} A.D/ 

;•. On 
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t)n liie whole, therefore, I feel warranted in alTerting, in coti- 
tradition to Mr. Plowden, that the native Irifli were indebted, 
for the rudiments of civilization and religion, to their Englifh 
invaders. > 

I fhall not make any remarks upon the account copied from 
Sir J. Davis, of the excellent ports, havens, and fiQieries of 
Ireland, and " of the minds and bodies of the people endued 
with extraordinary ability of nature*," or upon thole aiTertions 
made by Mr. Plowden himfelf, •• of the long infelicity of Ire- 
land (ince it has 'been dependent on, or conne3ed with, this 
country." P. lo. ** When we confidcr," he fays, ** that fmce 
Ireland has become conne£led with, or rather fubje£): to, £ng-» 
land, it has ceafed to perform the part of a nation, on the poli^ 
ticai theatre of the univer/i (i. e. the world, Gallic^,) we bring 
our minds with difficulty to believe the accounts of her leading 
eminence on that theatre, before fuch connexion or fubjeftion 
took place." P. 20. " This Hate of pre-eminence, which 
Ireland fo long enjoyed amidfl the nations of Europe, fliows to 
what a degree of confequence (he is capable of rifing, when 
her native energies and powers are not cramped by internal di- 
vifions, or damped hy foreign power, oppreflion, and rigour.+'* 
How fuch topics of invelli^ation can confolidate the connec-* 
tion of the two countries, or conciliate the Irifli political theo* 
rifls to the Union, " the obje£t of Mr. Plowden's publication,*' 
is beyond my capacity to difcover* To my plain judgment it 
appears, that if any inference is drawn from thefe paragraphs, it 
may be one calculated to excite ideas of feparation ; and that 
the confe<^uences might be, " to ilimulate that people to emulate 
their prifime glory/ P. 22. 

It were endlels as well as difgufting to follow this work 
through its details of the early petty broils of a barbarous pro- 
vince ; the incidents of which, compiled from a feleftion of 
the Irifh monkifh annalifts (a clafs of writers little qualified to 

• Page 3. 

f P. 22. And all this is addreffed to a natioti which Mr. P. ackhow- 
kdges to be " Crcdalitate levis, gloria; avida,conti]me1iaBet injuriae im-^ 
patieDs,ct Qt inqoft iI}e(Camdcn}in omnes aAus vehementiflimd." Th^ 
}X>or enthofiaft, Robert £mfnet> called upon his countrymen to take 
their ftation annong nations ; and gave, in his proclatnaiion*, a much 
more feeble outline than this work of the grievances of fix hundred 
years ; but the Iri(h who had any fenfe or refledion laughed at the com- 
pofition. 

Let me, howeTer, once for all, be underflood as making no refie^ion 
on Mr. Plowden pcrfonally, Qr imputing to him defigns or motives un« 
fairly. My obfervations are confined to his work, and to the inferences 
v/Yiich fame of his Iiifh readers might draw fromir, 

B 2 view 
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view tht fubjecl with an impartial <yc) art therein recorded with 
a mod fatiguing minutenefs. 

A handful ot Englifii, or rather Welfti troops, amounting to 
the number of thirty Knights, fixty men in armour, and three 
hundred archers*, commanded by an advcnturtr of the name 
of Fitz-Stephens, came oMfrr as auxiliaries to reftore the exiled 
petty prince Dermod ; and (hared the good fortune of moift al- 
lies, by becoming maftcrs of the country. Thit this fmall 
party of ftrangers, and thofe tvho followed them, futrounded 
by favage and hoftile nations, did exercife great aAs of feverity, 
is highly probable; but to the neceffity of fdf-preferralioiH 
and. the rude ihahners of the time, are thefe feverities to be im- 
puted, and not to any deliberate fyftem of tyranny or cruelty, 
as this work infinuates. Wanton barbtoty has never been,at any 
period, the charaderiftic feature of the Enf^lilh nation ; and that 
a gentleman, pofTefling the proud and generous feelings of owr 
countrymen, fhould give credit to the falfehoods of bigoted Irifli 
annalifts againft ouranceftors, is as afloniihiw as it is prepofte- 
rous. Nay, he himfelf furnifhes an unanlwerable ar^umeht 
againft his favourite pofition. " So deeply rooted," lays he, 
** in the Irifli nation was the fpirit of irritation and rcfent- 
ment (among themfblves) that no public calamities, oppreffions, 
I or misfortunes could prevent their chieftains, lords, and petty 
fovcreigns from continual feuds and wars with each othcrt." 
Now if the tyranny and cruelties of the Englifh to the natives 
were fo exceffive and intolerable as be reprefeats, is it not pro- 
bable that the Irifh would, for a time at ieaft, have ibrgottea 
their mutual refentments, and united againft their oppreflbrsv 
the paucity of whofe numbers muft have made them an cafy 
prey to an enraged and infulted people ? But, on the contrary, 
we find it to be a conftant complaint with the early £ngliih nli^ 
lers, that their fettfcrs went over to the Irifli, were well rcceiv«* 
cdby them, and adopted their de^nerate mannets and cuftosM. 
If thie opprcflions which the natives fuffered from the EngliQi 
government were fo intolerable, would thefe colonifts have fo 
willingly fubjefted themfelves to fuch dreadful feVtrities ? If 
the inhabitants without the pale Were, as he ftates, put to death 
without law or jiiftice, where was the neceffity of making a law, 



• This was their number, according to Lelaiid. Mr. Plbwden, at a 
rough puefs^ fays, thtit with thdr allies th6y Were thtefe thoafand men. 
I mall have many oppornhiities, daring the conrfb of thefe Striduies, 
of co^reding hia " falfe leturni*' of the namber of the forces, &c. 
.&c. 

+ And yet this is the pebf^ that he foppoies would, ^ if they faaS 
not been damped hy foreign Y^y9tt, Sec* hat'e made iBidi a figure ** on 
the political theatre'df the univerfc*'' f • j^. 

tp 
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to fabje£l to. the penalties of treafoh thofe who went over tp 
cfaem, and who, by adopting their cuiloms, became, to all intents 
and purpofes, Irifli ? At this day, we treat dcfrrters with lcf$ 
<tremony. The prefumption therebre is, that there was a mu- 
tiial intercourfe of good offices between the fettlers and the 
natives, by which numbers of the former were induced to go 
over to them, and take a part in their predatory wars ; and that 
therefore the government, for the prefervation of the colony, 
was obliged, by a fevere law, to reftrain the pra6lice. 

As to Mr. Plowden's philippic againft *' Coigne and Live- 
ry*," the Englifh cannot boaft the honour of this^invention, 
it having been a very ancient Irift cuftom, exifting long before 
the Englifli arrived; and which the colonifts adopted, " be- 
caufe," fays Leland, •* it was pointed out by urgent occa- 
fion :" and how far it was grievous to a people who had them- 
felves pra3ifed it from early times, we are liitle comy|itent at 
this day to determine. Of its pernicious effeds upon agricul- 
ture and induftry, there can be little doubt ; and therefore Sir 
J. Davis, with great reafon, reprobated the practice ; and the . 
Englifli government, which, according to Mr. Plowden, threw 
fuch obttacles in the way of Irifli civilization, after various ef- 
forts to reprefs it, at length fihally aboliflied it, by an A(^ of Par- 
liament which made it felony. 

I freely admit that the EngliQi government did keep its 
enemies, the turbulent Irilh, in fubjeaion ; and I fliall account 
for their cotiduS, by Mr. Plowdeii's own ftatement of tine ne- 
cefEty of their meafures. ** The fubmiffion of the Irifh," he 
admits, " was often abjeft, always precarious and occafional ; 
it never lafted longer than whilil the EngliOi forces commanded 
a decided fuperionty." (Appendix, No. V. No. VI.) Even now, 
notwithftanding Mr. P.'s very fanguine expe6lations of the mi- 
raculous triennial &S(idts oi the Union with Great Brirain ; in 
my opinion (and I fpeak on the authority of thofe who have 



* The firft law in the Iri(h Stature Book is the 3rd of Edward II. 
A*D. 1310, proJiibiting the great Iri(h Lords from taking ♦* prifes, 
and from lodging and fojoarning agalivd the will of the o\$rner, and dr'- 
clfiriag the cuftom to be robbery, and to be punilhcd as fuch." The aS^ih 
of Henry VI. made it felony.* 

Do not the French, in this enlightened century, fupporr their armiei 
at the expence of the countries in which they campaign ? And is nqt 
this the fame as Coigne and Livery ? 

• The old Irilh name for thit cuftom was Bonavrbi^ \n the reign of Edward If. 
Maurice Fitz Thomas thefecond degenerate Earhif Defniond(his anceftor hay.'ng 
liceii the firft to take part with the Irifii aeainft hi« countrymen) revived this prac- 
tice under the new name of Coign aod Listery, Story '< Wari of Iceland, p. 308. 

paflfed 
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paflfed more of their time in Ireland, and know, the country and 
people better) whenever the forces in that kingdom ceafe to 
commanda decided fuperiorityjiisfubniiflion to the government 
will be equally occafional ana precarious*. 

Before I follow Mr. Plowden's work to the reign of Hen- 
ry Vlll.t I muft detain my readers with a few obfervations 
upon the tranfaAions of a reign, which he has inadvertently 
omitted, but which furnifhes, to my underftanding, a refutation 
of his afiertion of four hundred years of uninterrupted Eng- 
lifli oppreiQon. 

The reign I allude to is that of Henry VII. and the tranfac- 
tion the impofture of Simnel, who pretended to be the Earl of 
Warwick, the YOrk-heir to the crown, whom Henry kept in 
confinement. This confpiracy againjl him, it is well known, 
was principally contrived by Margaret, Duchefs of Burgundy, 
filler of Edward IV. and her object was, by raifing an infur* 
re£iion to overthrow the government of Henry ; after which, 
ihe conceived the impollor could be eafiiy fet afide. Margaret, 
Simon the prieft, and the other contrivers, were, however, well 
aware, that the impofture could not bear a clofe infpe£tion ; it 
was therefore determined to make Ireland the fcene of a(^ion. 
The pretended Earl of Warwick accordingly landed in Ire^ 
land. 

*« That ifland," fays the hi(lorian{» *« was zcaloufly attached to 
the houreof York," (on account, no doubt, of its uniform opprcflion,) 
♦« and bore an affcdionate regard to the memory of Clarence, War- 
wick's father, who had been their Lieutenant," (and whofe adminiftra- 
tion was of courfe fo tyrannical,} not only the chiefs, nobles, clergy, 
&c* received the impoftor with open arms, but, adds the hiflorian, *' in 
proportion as the ftory difufed itfelf among thofe of the lower orden, 
it became the obje^of ftiU greater paffion and credulity ; till the people 
of Dublin, with one confent, yielded their allegiance to Simne), as 
thetrue Plantageoet. The whole ifland followed the example of the 
capital, and nota fword was any where drawn in Henry's quarrel." 

• I fpeak not here of the Protcftants and Prcftytcrians of Ireland, 
who (with the exception only of a fev(^ Deifts, who once were of one 
or the other of thefe communions) are truly '* worthy to be brethitn 
of Britons," and are the chief fupport of Englifh connexion. 

+ Hehaspaffed over the reigns of Richard I. John, Henry III. Ed- 
wards I. II. III. Richard II, Henrys IV, V.VL Edwards IV. V. Hen- 
ry yil. Were there no excellent laws made during thefe reigns to re- 
claim the Irilh, to introduce induftry, trade, civilization ? See the Irilh 
Statute Book, and Appendix, No. IV. 

X Hume, Henry VII. He quotes as his authority, Pol. Virgil, and 
Bacon ; and Dr. Leland gives the fame account of the devotion of the 
Irilh to the houfc of York; and quotes Ware, Hall, Rymcr, Bacon, 
imd MSS. in Trinity College, Dublin. 

The 
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The fubfequent invafion of England, by Simneland his Irifc 
adherents, and their defeat at Stoke, are well known. Now, 
that a people, which had been fo cruelly oppreffed during the 
reigns of fo many princes of the houfe of York, (hould take fo 
veryaftivea part in favour of one, whom they believed to be a 
prince of that houfe; and that the independent Irilh chief- 
tains (of which there were many ftill very powerful in that 
country) fliould have fome embarked in this caufe, and the reft 
have declined taking advantage of the abfence of fo many of 
their oppreflbrs, to drive the remainder of their tyrants out of 
the country, feems to me irreconcileable to thofe feelings of re- 
fentment which, in all ages, the opprefled have entertained 
againft their oppreflbrs. 

I follow this work to the reign of Henry VIII. whofe go- 
vernment in Ireland it reprefents as one continued fyftem of 
infult and tyranny. I (hall not become Henry's panegyrift t 
that prince had undoubtedly great faults and great vices; 
fome allowance ought, however, to be made for the rude man« 
ners of the time, and fome dedu£lions from the numerous ac- 
cufations of his Catholic hiftorians. A monarch who made fo 
great an innovation in the religion of his country, and fo for- 
midable an attack upon the poifeflions of its minifters, muft of 
courfe have had very vindiftive adyerfaries among thofe who ftill 
adhered to the Catholic faith. He happily eftabliflied the re- 
formed religion in England ; and, however objedionable his 
objed or his means may have been, he was fupported by his 
people in that reformation, which was the parent of our liber- 
ties, and the ultimate caufe of our prefent fiate of eminence 
among the nations of the world. . Henry attempted to force the 
Reformation in Ireland, unhappily with lefs fuccefs ; it gained 
ground, however, by degrees, in fpite of the violent oppofition 
of its implacable enemies ; and its followers have ever been, 
and ftill continue, the only ftaunch friends of England in that 
country. 

That a reformation of religion was neceflary in Ireland at 
that period, the account given by Mr. Plowden of the Irifli 
clergy (which he has copied fromArchbiftiop Brown, the truth 
of' whofe ftatement he does not preicjid to contradift;^ moft fa- 
tisfaftorily proves. 

•• He (Brown) reprcfcnted the melancholy lituation of ecclefiaftical 
affairs in Ireland ; the extreme ignorance of the clergy, incapable of 
performing even the common offices, and utter ftrangers even to the 
Janguage in which they celebrate their mafs ; and t!^ furioas zeal of 
the people, whofe Wind attachment to the fee of Rome was as determi- 
ned as the conftancy of the moft enlightened martyrs." P. ^y 

. Such was the ftate of ecclefiaftical afiairs in that country, 

when 
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when die Irifli Parliament (or Parlianrtent of the Pale) A* D. 
1536, was afferabled*. That aflembly, according to Lelzai^ 
•* left to the difcretion of their own loyal zeal, proceeded not 
merely to provide for the internal regulation and local ne* 
ceffnies of the Pale,, but to decide on points equally pertaining^ 
to the realm of England and to the land of Ireland (appending 
and belonging to the Imperial Crown of that realm) and to 
the unity, peace, and wealth of both lands/* This Parliament 
proceeded to pafs thofe Afls, which are enumerated in pp. 54 
•iicl 55 of Mr. Plowden's work, and which are t copied ver" 
baiim from Leiand's Hiftory, as well as moft of the pages in 
this part of the work ; namely, the A&s relative to the Refor- 
mation; the Marriage of the King and the fucceffion to the 
Crowit, relative to the Revenue, and ^^\vA Jojltring^ &a and 
to prevent die Englifli from degenerating ; and, amongll others, 
al(o the following : 

•« It wafs provided that an EngH{h fchool fkould be kept in every 
psri^i, and that fach as could not afford to pay tor rhe edtication of 
their children at fuch a (chool, fhould be obliged to enplov theka ffom 
the age of ten years in trade and hu&andry, — To prevent wafie of 
lands, either by the fuppreffion of monaftcries 04: attainder of rebels, 
commiflioners were appointed to grant leafes of all crown lands ; and 
oihers for pardoning any perfons concerned in the late rebellion, except 
fuch as had been attainted by name," 

«' Such," obferves Mr. Plowden in the next paragraph, *' were tb« 
laws, which this corrupt and /erviU Parliament pafled to gratify the 
refentracnt, luft, avarice, and ambition of Henry. Ingenuity could 
not have devifed a collection of laws, more emphatically calculated 



• Leland, 2 vol, chap. 7. 

+ Ahi;oft evcfv fentence of rhe account of the Rcformatton m hiq 
work (excepting the comments which arc Mr. Plowden's own) is copied 
from Leiand's Hiftory of Ireland, and incorporated into his work^ 
wichoat any ackno'^Iedgments to the Doftor for the obHgation ! That 
it may appear to be his own, he refers, in his notes, to Ufher, Cox, 
Ware, Leland, Crawford, who are given in the margin of Dodor Le- 
iand's work, as his authorities; there is fcarcely a page of the early 
part of Irilh Hiftory that has not in it whole fcntences ftolen from Le*- 
land. Will his Iridi readers think this fair play ? Leiand's Hiftory, 
though fcarcc in Eaglatid, is in every gentleman's library in Ireland. • 

. N. B. The reprefentation of the Matter of the Rolls, p. 51, is to 
be found verbatim in Leland, book 5, chap, 6, and was the reprefent- 
ation made to Henry of Kildare's ad mi nift ration, in confequence of 
which he was remoYcd \ and was not made at the Parliament which 
enafted the Reformation. The note upon this ftatemcnt of grievances, 
as applicable upon modem times, does not deferve an anfvver ; its ab- 
foidiQT being an antidote to its mifchief,. 

to 
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to rendef (he EngUfll pdwer/ luHem^iUe ami odioit to the Imfli mu 

tioo." 

Gracioas heaven ! of v/hat materials does the writer fuppofe 
the heads of his readers to be made, when he enumerates thefe 
hkws, fowife, fofalutary, and fo clement, as infAces of the ri- 
gour and impolicy of Henry the Eighth's government in Ire- 
land ? 

That the Reformation did not make the fame rapid ftrides in 
Ireland as in England I admit, and at the fame pme deplore. 
Had it done fo, thofe convulfions which have agitated, and thofe 
horrors which have fo long difgraced it, had never happened. 
For though the early hoftility of the Irifh to the Englifh and 
their defcendants was, until the reign of Henry the Eighth, 
fofely on account of their invafion ; yet at that period religious 
bigotry mixed in the quarrel, in which it has ever fince moll 
obftinately kept its ground. 

That the Reformation made a flow progrefs in Ireland is 
cafily accounted for. (Appendix, No, VII. No.VIIL)Theflupid 
ignorance of the natives, the blind zeal and furious bigotry of 
the Catholic clergy, threw formidable obftacles in its way ; that 
it notwithftanding gained ground, is evident from tne alarms 
which its progrefs gave to the fee of Rome ; which fent over a 
private • commiflion to Cromer (its great opponent) and his af- 
fociates, enjoining them to perfevere boldly in fupport of the 
papal authority, and denouncing the fevered ecclefiaftical penaU 
ties againft the converts. Thefe efforts were not ineffef^ual, 
they prevailed upon the Northern Chieftain t 0*Nial, to be- 
come 



• Jjcland, p. 171, vol. ii. chap, 7. 

+ The following Letter was wrhten by the Bifiiop of Mctz, in the 
name of the Council of Cardinals to O'Nial, and a Francifcan friar 
difpatched into Ireland ai tbe bearer of it. 

•• My fon O'Nial,— Thou and thy fathers were ever faithfal to 
the Mother Church of Rome : his Holinefs Paul, the prefent Pope, 
and his council of holy fathers, have lately found an ancient prophecy 
of one St. Laxerianus, an Iri(h Archbifhop of Cafhel ; it faith, that 
the Church of Rome {hall furely fall, when the Catholic faith is once 
overthrown in Ireland : therefore, for the glory of the Mother Chuicb. 
the honour of St. Peter, and your own fecurity, fupprefs herefy, and 
oppofe the enemies of his fiolioefs. You fee that when the Roman 
faith perilheth in Ireland, the See of Rome is fated to utter deftruAion* 
The council of Cardinals hare therefore thought it neceflary to ani* 
mate ihe people of the Holy Ifland in this pious caofe, being allured, 
that whilft the Mother Church hath fons of fuch worth as you, and 
rhofe who (hall unite with you> (he ftull not fall, but prevail for ever 
iu fome decree at lead in Britain. Having thus obeyed the order of 

tbe 
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come the champion for the defence of the Holy Church. He 
accordingly colIe£led an immenfe army, which after commit- 
ting dreadful ravages was defeated at the battle of Beilahoe * 
by the Lieutenant, Lord Leonard Grey, whofe principal force 
confilled of cte citizens of Dublin and Drogheda, who' had em- 
braced the Reformation. After fome petty engagements, which 
followed this decifive vi£lory, Ireland was reftored to tranquil- 
lity, and the Reformation gained profelytes. 

That Henry's adminiftration was far from odious to the Irifli 
(as Mr. Plowden reprefents) is proved by the following extrafts 
from Leland, at the clofeof his hiftory of that monarch's reign. 
" An unufual degree of peace feemed to have fpread through 
the ifland ; nor could the praftices of Francis the Firft, when 
Henry had declared war, and was preparing to invade his king- 
dom, feduce the Irifli to a revolt. On the other hand, Henry 
was attended to Calais by a confiderable body of Irifh forces, 
who diftinguiftied themfelves by. their undaunted fpirit :'* — 
•' and fo outrageous was the fpirit of loyalty, that when a fon of 
Fitz-Patrick, the Baron of Upper Oflbry, had committed fome 
treafonslble offence, he was delivered up to public juftice by the 
hands o^his own father t," 

With 

the iacred coancil, we recommend your princely perfon to the protec- 
tion of the holy Trinity, of the blefled Virgin, of St, Peter, St, Paul, 
and all the Hoft of Heaven. Amen*/* See Leland, p. 172, vol. ii, 
and Ware's Antiquities, and Dr. Warner, chap. i. p. 13. 

Throughout the conrfe of thefe Stridurcs, I mean to confider the 
Roman Catholic faith, merely as a political fyflem ; and as fuch, to 
ihow the influence it has had upon the politics of Ireland. In which 
point of view only it has been made the fubjedt of legal refiriAions and 
difabilities. 

* This was the firfl battle in Ireland between the Froteflants and the 
Catholics. 

+ Among the laws paflcd by the Irifh Parliaments during the reign 
of Henry VIII. I find in the ftaiutc-book the following : 28HenryVlII. 
chap. 3, an Ad^ againft abfentees, vefting t\¥o thirds of their Irifli re* 
venues in the King, for the purpofes of the date ; and fo early as the 
feventh year of his reign, an A^, that no man fliould be compelled to . 
aufwerany complaint in England, until the accufer enter into recogni^ 
zance in the Chancery of Ireland, to pay cofts and damages if the de- 
fendant were acquitted. An A^ againft foreftalling hides, felis, 
checkers, ficges, yarn, linen, cloth, wool, &c. &c. which are not to be 
bought to fell again, but in open market. An Ad ^^ Henry VIII. 
chap. 2, for regulating wages. An Ad for ereding vicarages for refi- 
dent clergy, chap. 14. An Ad againfl vagrants and vagabonds, chap. 

♦ " When It is confidered," fays Dr. Warner, p. 14 of his Hiftory, «'that 
the Church of Rome is poffeffcd of fuch a prophecy, and that they place fo 

l^eat a confidence in it, it may be fure, that to whatever other caufcs an infur- j 

ttdion in Ireland may be afcribed, the reftoring the Pop.lh Religion to its ' 

aocient fplendour wUl be always one of the ^hief/' 
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With all the benefits of Queen Mary's wiftr policy*^ m 
obliging her fubjefts to relapfe into the fnperftitions of the 
Church of Rome, this circumftance did not, as Mr. Plowdctt . 
afferts, **give a temporary refpite to the troubled flate of Ire- 
land, as far at lead as it depended on England." For this Queen 
at her acceffion to the throne, found that kingdom tranquil: 
During her fhort and violent reign it became the fcene of in- 
teftine diftraftions ; for a detail of which, as well as of the 
practices of the Catholic clergy, I refer my readers to Leland's 
Hiftory, from whom Mr. Plowden has carefully felefted (and 
as I obferved before) copied verbatim every page^ which that 
candid writer devotes to a detail of the errors of the Englifli 
Government ; whilft he omits all thofe^ which flatly difprovc 
the pofitions he endeavours to eftablifli in his Hiftorical Re* 
view. Before I finifh this Firft Part of my Striftures upon this 
work, I fhall refute the charge (which Mr. Piowden makes 
againft the Englifh Government) of impolicy, in difcounte- 
nancing, as he reprefents, all connexion between the fettlera 
and the natives. Had he been at the pains of reading the fta- 
tute *• againfl marrying with the Irifh," he would have difco- 
vered, that it was not fo extenfive in its operation, as he feems to 
imagine ; for this ftatute only forbade alliances with thofe Irifli 
who were rebels, who neither acknowledged the authority of 
Government, or obeyed its laws. The words of the enafcHng 
pah of this ftatute are, " that noo perfone, ne perfones the 
Kinge's fubjeftes within this his lande, of what eftate degree or 
dignitie or condicion he or they bee, (hall marie or fofter' them- 
felves &c. with lany Irifli perlbne or perfones of Irifhe blood, 
which be nottke Kinge's truefubjeSes;'' and it goes on to 
ena6l, that if the perfons with whom they intend to intermarry 



15;, An Aft for regulating the return of members to /erve in Parlia- 
ment ; by which the knights and bgrgefles muft be refidents to entitle 
them to ftand the poll. An Aft how perfons robbed fhall be reftored to 
theirgoods, chap, xo, zSrh year. An Aft, 53d year^ chap. 4, for lands 
given by the King ; and for creating more nobility, who in the pream- 
ble are ftyled, <' the relief and fortification of tlie realm." An Aft, 
34th year» chap, i, for dividing Meath into two counties, and for ap« 
poioting coroners^ juflices of the peace, clerks of the maikct, jufficespf 
goak delivery, &c. &c. Thefe are among the Afts of the Parliaments 
of this reign ; which furely give us no unUvoarable impreflions of their 
policy, flill Icfs fo of their humanity. 

• I muft not forget to mention that Mary's Catholic Parliament 
(which according to Mr. P. fo wonderfally tranquilit:fced Ireland) 
cnafted in the fourth year of the reign of this ** immaculate Princcfs,** 
the ftatate •• for the ponyfhcment of heccfies.'* Had this Queen lived 
a little longer, the citia^ns of Dublin, as well as t^ofe or London, 
might have had the bonfires lighted up in- thcix Smitbfield : fee Ap- 
pendix, No. IX, Firft Part, 

become 
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become denizens, and enter into a recognisance, that the party- 
lb made a denizen, '* without fraud or covine fliall have a true 
and unfoyned intent of becoming during his natural life faith* 
ftill, true and obedient to the Kmge*s highnefs," the marriage 
may take place ; but that if " at any tyme or tymes hereafter m 
doo tranfgrelTe his fidelitie and faithe to the Kinge's highnes, 
ttfing himfelfe as the Kinge's rebtU and proclamacion thereof 
made by the advyfe of the Kinge's Counfaill in the {hire or 
qppen markettes next adjoyning to fuch offendour/' he fliould 
be confidered a traitor, ana ufed accordingly* (28 Hen. c. 28). 
Such are the provifions of a ftatute, which Mr. P. reprefenis at 
difcouraging all connexion between the Englifli and the native 
Irifli. This Aft certainly prevented an Irifli rebel from marry- 
ing a woman of the colony, unlefs he became a denizen, and 
adhered to his allegiance: and was it not a very juftifiable po- 
licy, to endeavour to prevent the increafe of the number of the 
lawlefs Irifli, and to encourage the multiplication of obedient 
fubjeds ? If the IriQi of that day were not to be drawn yr^Ai 
theur barbarous manners and inflitutions, was it expedient that 
the rifm^ generation fliould be drawn to them ? The laws there- 
fore agamft alliance, except under certain reilriflions, were ne- 
ceflary totheexiftenceof the colony* " Novitas regni me taiia 
cogit moliri'' has been in all ages the caufe, and the juilification, 
of mcafures of much greater feverity. 

I fliall here clofe the Firft Part of thefe Stri£lures upon this 
work. I have fliown already what little reliance is to be pla* 
ced upon its hiflorical accuracy, and how unfounded are its accu- 
jations againfltbe condu3 of the Englifli Governments from the 
reign of Henry the Second to the Reformation. 

'i he Second Pan of thefe Strifiures fliall commence wkh 
Mr. Plowden's account of the reign of Elizabeth, when reli- 
gious bigotry procured the convulfions of Ireland, which at 
this day it continues to aid and abet ; and fliall end with the 
reign of George the Second, when the Proteftant parties of 
both countries having finally triumphed, the hopes of the Ca- 
tholics became extincl ; and Ireland enjoyed a degree of tran- 
quillity, to which flie has been latterly a total flranger. 

The Third Part fliall trace the revival of their hopes, the con- 
ceifions upon conceflfions which have followed, and their ^j^^i 
upon the tranquillity of that country ; and fiiali comprite that 
part of Mr. Plowden's work, which commences at the prefent 
reign, and concludes with the Legiflaiive Union of the two 
KingdomSt 

• Quenr ? Did this Aft pievent a iran of the colony from narrying 
a wild Irilh woman if he tmik a fancy to her ? Or, if he did, would he 
have bcea bailed « 4:€* ^. 

STRICTURES, 
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STRICTURES, 

PART THE SECOND, 



Immortale odium et nunquam sanabile rulnus 
Inde fiiror vulgo— — - Jwoendl. 

The Irish (i.e. the CathoBcs) first resolved to rebel, and then set 
their Lawyers and Divines to work in order to fish for arguments to 
justify and excuse it. 

Dr. WcmierU History qfthe Irish BcheUion^ Book 4. 
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STRICTURES, 

W ERE we to form our opinion of the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth from Mr. Plowden's work, we fhould be led to fup- 
pofe, that the conduft of her governments towards the natives 
of Ireland was even more impolitic, unjuft, and oppreflive, 
than thofe of her predeceflbrs, which this Hiftorical Review 
has reprefented as fo wicked and abfurd. But if we turn to 
thofe * writers who have given an account of this eventful pe- 
riod of Irifti Hiftory, and whofe relations, as they were not 
•written for a party purpofe, are entitled to ourcredit, we (hall 
find, that it was her liege fubjefts, i. e. the colonifts, and not 
the native Irifh, who had juft grounds of complaint againft 
her conduft. The manifold calamities which the former fufFer- 
cd during this reign, arofe principally from the following cir- 
cumftances. That Princefs was ever too ready to lend a willing 
ear to the infidious reprefentations of thofe great diffemblers 
O'Nial and Tyrone, and their affociates; in confequence of 
which, two ot her ableft Lieutenants, Sir J. Sydney and Sir J. 
Perrot, were removed from their governments. The vigour 
and abilities of thefe deputies, and their perfeft knowledge of 
the infincerity and fecret praftices ^of the' Irifh chieftains, 
had rendered their adminiftrations formidable to the difafFefted 

f>arty, who laboured inceffantly for their removal, and at length 
ucceeded. Their fucceffors were, in general, men of very m- 
ferior capacities, and totally unacquainted with the genius of the 



• Namely, Hooker, who is far from partial to the Irifli governments, 
Wilkins, Perrot's Letters, Cox, Ware, an anonymous work entitled the 
Life of Sir John Perrot, Sydney's Letters, Rymcr, and the Lambeth 
MSS. CO which Mr. Plowdcn might have had accefs, befides the MSS* 
of Trinity College, Dublin^ which Dr. Lcland quotes :. all of thefe 
furely are entitled to more credit than the wretched compoiitions of 
that miferable bigot O'Sullivan, (to whom Mr. Plowdcn feems fo 
much indebted for his information) whom Archbifhop Ulher, in p. ^2 
of his religion of the ancient Irifli, calls <' as egregious a liar as I verily 
think this day breatheth in chriftendom." 

1 people 
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people whom they were fent to govern ; and the * fliort timer 
which moil of them were fufTered to remain in that kingdom « 
prevented them from acquiriiig the knowledge ©f the Irilh cha- 
rafter which is fo ncceilary to their government. Elizabeth^ 
moreover, was never inclined to grant either men or. money 
for the fervices of Ireland : and, therefore, during the early- 
part of her reign, her deputies were obliged to ftruggle with 
great difficulties^ and were compelled in many inllancesto have 
recourfe to meafures highly injurious to the future repofe of 
that kingdom, although they might have ferved the (hort-fighted 
dbjefts for which they were adopted. One of the moft impo- 
litic of thefe expedients (the (at?! confequence of which was 
affterwards difcovcrcd in Tyrone's rebellion) was the meafure 
of arming and embodying, into a kind of militia, the native 
Irifli, in order to repel the frequent invafions of the Scots ; 
who, during the beginning of this reign, fb often landed in the 
north of Ireland, and made it the fcene of their predatory irrup- 
tions. This IriQi militia, who were all Catholics, hated the 
Englifli only one degree lefs than the Scots ; and, in confe- 
quence, afterwards to a man jcmied in Tyrone's grand popilh 
rebellion ; and were the chief caufe that the final redu£Uon of 
that formidable rebel was not eiFe£led, without fuch an expence 
of blood and treafuret. Thefe were fome af the caufes which 
contributed to the duration of the convulfions of Ireland dur- 
ing Queen Elizabeth's reign. But the principal caufe of thofe 
rebellions, the fource from whence thofe waters of bitternels 
Sowed, and have continued to flow, was religious bigotry, which 
fharpened the ancient animofity of the natives againft the £n^- 
Hfl), and gave frefti zeal and enthufiafm to their efforts to iha&e 
crff the dwiinion of England. 

During the 4eeble Catholic ^vemment of Queen Mary, 
Ireland had been diftraded bv the petty wars of chieftains againft 
thieftaitls, and fepte agatnft lepts, which her wretched adminif- 
traiion was unable to refirain. But from the moment that £11* 
zabeth afcended the throne, and declared for the Reformation, 
the grand Irifh popiOi -confederacy, in concert with Spain and 
Rome, was formed againft her ; which afterwards, when £ng- 



• The Lord Deputiesm this reign wcrc,Siiflcx, Ar»old, Sir J. Syd- 
mrf , Sir }. Ferret, Fhz-William^ Fcibam* £fl6X the father, Sydney 
jgain. Sir W. RoiTel, Sir H. Baenal^Loid Grey, Lord Bai^h, Ormond, 
"EffiMc the fon, fifft ftylsd Lord-Iievleiunt, Moontjoy ; fifteen times the 
Ipyyernment of Ireland was changed in this reign. 

t See all the aathorities alrndy referred tOj and alfo Nanton's 
Fragmeau Regalia. 
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Hrid Vfas thrfeatrtted wkh invafion by Philip, Burft forth into 
twb Violent and well-organized febellions, the laft of which 
iVas not finally extihguifhed during her reign. Both thefe re- 
bellions were openly abetted by the Pope, I%ilip, and all Eliza- 
.betVs foreign enemies, and were fomented in Ireland by the 
prft<9:fces otthe Gdtholic clergy, aided by the zeal of the eccle- 
fiaftical * miflionaries from abroad. 

That Shawn O'Nialt, Tyrone, Defmond, and the other rebel- 
leaders of that day, were indifferent to all religious creeds, or too 
ignorant to comprehend any, I am willing to admit. But that 
religious bigotry was their chief ally, and the great incitement 
to the exertions of their fanatic followers, can only be contro- 
verted by thofe who are deftitute of candour, or of hiftorical 
information. 
^ Mr. Plowden would wilh to convince his readers, that rcli- 

fious bigotry was but a Fecondary caufe of the convulfions of 
reland during this reign, which, according to his work, were 
provoked by the opprc%ons of the Irifh government ; whereas 
in truth, the feverities and confifcations of which he com- 
plains, did not take place, until after the Queen ha^ been julU 
. ly incenfed at the treachery and rebellions of the native Irifli. 
ror when Sir John Penrott, in the 29th year of Eli£abeth*s 
reign, refigned his government— 



* Namely, two SpaniQl eccleiiaftics, who arrived after Defmond 
was flain ; C^rte does not mention their names, in whofe Itith:dbdlioii 
§0 Che Life of Ofmond the ^S. is ftated. Don Matthew Onedo, an- 
other Spaniih mifBonary, ^ho brought O'Kial * a confecrated plume 
from the Pope; Saunders, the famous finglifh fanatic; Allen, an Irifh 
ptiefr, Tent ^ith a itiiffion from Romef ; not to mention the Bulls againft 
£}iztb^h, fcnt from Rome to Tyrone. 

^ + Shaurn 0*Nial, called by his coxiiitrymen the gtcal O'Niat, was i 
ferociotts barbarian, his rebellion began in 1 560. After he was conquer- 
ed«he was received into favour; and, in 1367, he rebelled again, and 
being pufhed by Sir H* Sidney, eave hi mfelf up to the Scotch invaders, 
bjr wlmai he Wa* mfirdered trteacneroufly at k waft ; he was noted for his 
debaucheries, and after his intemperance ufcd to plunge his body in die 
mire, to allay the fever his excenes had produced ; be put fome of his 
foUoM^ers to death for introducing thi nth of bread from the Knglilh. 
Cox^ p. 321 ; Hume's £liz. chap. 45. 

* The letter from Pope Clement the Eighth, which K^ai fcftt with this plume, 
af»i t^ indulif^'nic^s granted t^ efie rebel Irift, are to be found in i^statt Hib. 
p. S63. 

+ Owen Mac-£gan, who was icat at Apoftoltcal Vicaf from Spain, A.D. 
1662, and Ovvreh Mac-Owen aavtfier Apofiolical Vicar, who caufed every lri(h«> 
man iilrho fer^d ^e Queen', after IkUig confeiTed and abfoWed, to Be executed. 
See Ware, ptf 63. . 
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" He delivered the fword/' (Ice Ware« p. 41* chap. 31 » rdgn of 
£lizabeth3) ** to his focccflbr, declaring* diat he left the kiDgdom in 
peace, and that now, although a private man, he woold engage to 
Driog in an7 fofpe^ed leader within twenty days, without violence or 
conteft ; he embarked with the acclamations, particolarty of the lower 
orders of the people, who had felt the benefits of his adminiftration ; 
old Tirlaogh,of Tirowen (an O'Nial) followed him to the water-fide 
bathed in tcan*." 

That the principal caufe of Tyrone's rebellion was religious 
fanaticifm, or that it was the means he made ufe of to excite 
his countrymen to arms, the Manifefto which he publiflied 
previous to his great infurreSion fufEciently proves. He tells 
them in it, " as I fhall anfwer before God, 1 will employ my- 
felf to the utmoft of my power, for the extirpation of herefie, 
and the planting of the Catholic religion." Again, " I give 
you to under ftand upon my falvation, that chiefly and princi* 
pally I fight for the Catholic faith, to be planted throuffhout 
all onr poor country, as well in cities as elfe where ;' and 
again, ** if I had gotten to be King of Ireland without having 
the Catholic religion, which before I have mentioned, I would 
not accept the mme :*' and after informing them that the^ 
could not confciemioufly pay obedience to an excommunicated 
Princefs, though ** there might have been a mitigationt made 
by her in favour of Catholics, by which they might be licenfed,^ 
in civil matters, to give heri during their inability, obedience;" 
he concludes with this exhortation : 

'< And now let us join all together, to deliver this onr poor coun- 
try from that infedlion of herefie with which (he is, and iball be, if 
God do not fpccially favour us, mod miferably infe^ed ; taking exam- 
ple from that moft Chriftian and Catholic country of France; whofe 
iubjeds, for defence of the Catholick faith, maintained warres fo long, 
yea againft their moft natural King, as he was, by their means, con<» 
drained to profefs the Catholick religion, duly fubmitting himfelf to 



* Hu anions during his government are thus exprefled by Sir 
Nicholas White: 

Pacificavit Conaciam« relaxavit Mediam 
Ligavit Momoniam 
Extirpavit Scotos, 
Refrenavit Anglos 
£t his oinnibi)s perxque ve6tigal acquifivit Riginx, Ware* 

f Here is an admiffion out of the mouth of this great rebel, that 
indulgences were allowed to the Catholics of Ireland in this reign, 
vhiph were denied to their brethren of that day in Engljtndr 
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die apoftoUcal iee of Rome;, to which doabdeii we miy bring our 
countiy^yOQ potting your helping hand to the fame**" 

When, therefore, Mr. Plowden chufes to affert, that " Ty- 
rone's grand rebellion was brought ^on and continued by the 
noxious policy of treating the Irifh as a divided, feparate, and 
enflaved people," he advances a pofition unfupported by any 
one reputable hiftorian, and folely refling upon his own aiTer- 
rion. All the writers of this period agree, that Elizabeth was 
peculiarly anxious to conciliate this O'Nial ; that flie received 
him at her court with diftinguilhed favour, created him Earl 
of Tyrone, and obliged her deputies to receive his frequent 
fubmiflions t and apologies for his infurreSions ; in confe- 

Juence of which, they were refirained from coUnterafiing his 
efigns in their infancy ; and thus he was fuffer^d to mature 
that very formidable rebellion, to conquer which, Elizabeth 
was obliged to fend her favourite EiTex with twenty thoufand 
troops, and in confequence of which that ifland was nearly 
laid wafle. 

Oiie of the principal grievances of this reign, of which the 
natives complained, was the attempt to introduce the trial by 
jury, X that bulwark of Britifh liberty ; another was, the ap* 
pointment of Sheriffs in their counties. In the thirty-ninth 
year of this Queen, when the Deputy Fitzwilliam, immedi- 
ately upon his fucceedin^ Sir J. Perrot, intimated to the chief- 
tain of Fermanagh, that he would fend a Sheriff into his coun* 
ty, " he (hall be wellcome," anfwered Maguire ; " but let me 
know his Eirick (the fine by the Brehon laws for murder) that 
if my people cut off his head, I may levy it upon the coun- 
ty§ ; ' and, among the Bills which the Catholic oppofuion in 
tnat Parliament (which Mr, Plowden informs us \fdL% packed 
for the bafe purpoies of giving legiQative fan£lion to unjuft 



* Camden, p. 644. 

f He wai received into favour five times; and, after his grand re- 
bellion, James I. reftored him to his Iannis and honours ; notwithftand- 
ing which, he rebelled again ; and finally defpaiting of pardon, he 
fled to Spain, where, or at Rome, I forget which, he ended hit tar* 
balent life : bis extenfive lands thus efcheated to the crown, 

X I have been informed, that at this day in Connaught, aid many 
other parrs of Ireland, the lower orders of the Irifh deteft the trial 
by jury, which they confider (panicularly when it is compofed of 
Proteftants) as only a more pompous mode of unjuftly putting them 
to death : fo little alteration have centttrict made in the prejudices 
of thelriih! 

§ Sir }• Davis« p. 259^ edit. 1615. 
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fneafuivs^) reMei io fah^ ^e find the following : MOuAy^ com 
for laying a fmall duCjr on wines, and another for the fii(penfiaa 
of Ppyning^^ laws ; the repeal of whicfa» in our own times, 
was the firft meafure. taken to eftablifh the independence of 
Ireland ; and for the obtaining pf which, the Irifh patriots 
imagined they deferved the eternal gratitude of their country* 
Thefe two Afts were at length, not without difficulty, pafTedv 
in the fourdi feffion of this rarliamCnt, in which this Catholic 
oppoiition alfo rejected two Bills, one for the rejparation of 
parochial fchools, and another for the erection of free fohoolsf • 
Their conduct is thus accounted for by Dr. Leland, who quotes 
Hooker^ who was fo fcandaU:i&ed at their conduct. 

*' The cnemiea of the reformed rdigiont a nuttieroas party, thoft 
who dreaded the ^imiiiulion of their power, in the feveral dliftrlfli 
urhtch they had been sfed to oppre^i ; thofe who c»riohed themfeWflj 
and fupported their petty feuds by lri(h exacliooiy Sec^ ail came to 
Parliament with a determined refolution to oppofc eveiy meafi^e that 
came from the throncj.*' 

Can we therefore wonder, that a princefs of Elizabeth's 
temper, who treated her ov^n Parliaments with lb high a hand, 
ihould have imprifonod thofe Deputies, whom this Catholic 
oppofition, which fo fa£lioufly oppofed her favourite Reforma-> 
tion, and her plans for civilizing Ireland, fent to London, to 
fay what they called their grievances at the foot of the throne ? 

Mr. F. forgot to inform his reader that Queen Elizabeth A.D» 
I S92, in the 35th year of her reign, founded a^d endowed the 
College of the Holy and Undivided Trinity, near Dublin; Adam 
Loftus Archbifhop of Dublin, was the firft Provoft. 

Queen Elizabeth in the firft fifteen years of her reign ex- 
pended in Ireland the fum of /^•490,779 ys. 6d, though the 
whole produce of the Irifh revenue during that ptriod was but 
j^.i20,ooo. Ware, chap, 15. 

In her reign during the government of Lord Suffex, the firft 
clock was fee up in Dublin in the caftle, which, fays Ware, Joe- 
ing a novelty was very pleafijig to the common people. 

Chap. iii. 

In the 13th year of her reign alfo the Irifla charaflers for 
printing were firft brought into Irdand by Nicholas WalQ]| 
chancellor of St, Patrick's, Dlublin. Ch«p. xv. Ware. 
• The firft book ever printed In Ireland was the Liturgy, in 
the year 1550, printed by Humphry Powell, Annate of DubHn. 



• Hiftorical Review, p. 75. 

f Rymer, T." ij^p. 676. 

f Lelaad, vol. ii. book 4, chap, i* 

In 
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la the sotb year of ber reigi^, LUly^s Englilb Grammar was 
ordered by an A£l of Council to^be taught in Ireland. 

Ware, chap. xxx. 

And in her reign in iJie year 1565, John Hawkins frotn Santa 
Fe in tfevf Spaihj originally introduced potatoes into Irelancf, 
the firft bfought into Europe ) they did not become the general 
food of tile Iritb until after the Revolution : Sir W. Temple, 
asid Sif J. Dalrym^ feetn to conftder (with good reafen) the 
idUbnefs of the tower Iriftr to arife in fome meafure, from the 
etifo with which fotBtxt^s are ca]tiva«ed> and from their being 
lati^fted With ftich foorf. 

Whijkey was in ufe m Ireland from a «mch earlier period, 
fbme of the earlieft Ads in the Irifh Statute boot, are two or 
three prohibiting the making and ufmg of aqua vitae made from 
gitam. Vol. r. lx\Qx Statues. 

•* unparalleled fyftem of confifcation and depopulation which," 
Mr. Plowdcn fays •* began in this reign; and tvhidh, being it its ria- 
tine fo ditihEiietl^ally opf^fite co iink)a^» pe4nredly niai^ft the evils which 
im )m% affllAsd Ii^land to wnnl of (his iakUary aieafure V' 

t lieg lefave, in anfwer, to bbferve,, thait this writer feems to 
Have forgotten, that confifcation of property, in confequence of 
tceafo% watf ^merly,. and ft ill is^ the law of JElnglanci as well 
^qS Ireland y nor has the a£t of Union repealed this ftatute; 
and as to the depopulation of which he complains, it arofe 
from the inevitable confequences of the infurre6lions of the 
Irilh^who were then (as I fear many of them ftill are) ovAy to 
be taMghtreffonsof obedicnce.in the field of battle. The lands 
of Ireland were forfeited for rebellion. That they have been 
forfeited over and over again, I admif ; and this is eafily ac- 
counted for, becaufe the hillory of that country is little tnore 
than the hiftory of a feries of rebellions. When, therefore, 
this writer condemns this fyftem of cdnfifcdtion, he condemns 
the laws of our country; which% in fpite of the fenfibilities of 
modern philofophers, and the pradtices of modern reformers, 
will, I truft, be immortal. 

Ta eipofc all the mifreprefentations and erroneous conclu- 
iions to be found in this author's review of the reign of Eli-^ 
zabeth, it Would be neeeffary to Wfritc a chapter longer than hi* 
own. I fliaU only thferefore detain my readers by laying be- 
fore threm an extraft from the Earl of Eflfex's Letter to the 
Queen, g^iven in Mr. Plowden's Appendix ; and to which, in 
p.- 81 of the firft volume^ he feems fo triumphanily to refer, 
I trefpafs thus on my readers, becaufe^ although the piflure 
was drawob for the n«^tives in Qi^een Elizabeth's time, I am 
forry to be obliged toobferve, that fome fracas of the rcfem- 
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blance may be found among their defcendants of a much later 
periods 

" In their affeaion," fajrs Eflex, «' they love nothing bot idle- 
nefs ; in their rebellion, they have no other end but t9 Jbake of the 
yoake of oheiience to your Majeftie^ and to rout out all remembrance of the 
Englifi} natkn in this kingdom. I fay, I fay this of the people in gene^ 
ral, for I find not only a great part thus afieAed, bat that it is a gene- 
ral quarrel of the Irilh ; and they who do not profefs it are either fo 
few or fo falfe, that there is no account to be made of them. The 
Jri(h nobility and Lords of counties do not only afie^ this planfiUe 
quarrel, and are divided from us in religion** but have an efpecial 
ouarrel againft the £ngliih goveramentt becaufe it limiteth and ticfth 
them, who have ever been, and ever would be, as abfolute tyrants as 
any under the funt." 

It is plain, therefore, who it was that opprefTed the common 
people of Ireland in the reign of Elizabeth ; and who endea- 
voured to reftrain thofe oppreffions. 

I pafs on to the reign of James I. 

'• The acceffion of the houfe of Stewart," fays Mr. Plowden, *' to 
the throne of England, and eonfequenily to that of IrelandX^ forms a 
very notable anra in the modern hiftory of that countiy, the condufk 
of the Iriih to his family, and their treatmeht of them in return, far^ 
nifhes a moft melancholy illuftration of that deteftable policy of the 
Stuarts, which bafely lavifhed that favour upon their enemy (the Pkk' 
teftants, I prefume) which was the rightful perfuifite of their faithful- 
friend" (the Catholics). 

In anfwer to this accufation againft the Princes of the 
Houfe of Stuart, I muft obferve, firft,*that it does not appear 
to me to have been fuch very bad policy in moft of the Kings 
of England of that race, to have entrufted the political power 
of the ftate to that party which obeyed their laws, fupported 
their power, and in confequence preferved the connexion of 
the two countries j rather than to the oppoilte party, which 



• This happily is no longer the cafe. 

+ It would have been more prudent in Mr. Plowden to have left 
this Letter from Eflex to Queen Elizabeth out of his Appendix ; 
every line of it being unluckily a contradidilon to his pofitions. 

% We (hall fee that, notwithftanding this pofitioh of Mr. Plowden's^ 
which I know to be ftridiy legal, he afterwards, in the reign of James 
the Second, denies that when William the Third afcended the throne 
of England, he alfo mounted that of Ireland : becaufe, argues this 
lawyer, though James abdicated the throne of England, he never did 
that of Ireland ; ergo, he was its lawful king. Q. E. D. In its pro- 
per place I (hall attack this gentleman in his own trade ^ upon the lega- 
lity of thbpofiticn. 
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hated the Engliih t>ower, fomented ret^pUioti after rebellion » 
and upon every favourable opportunity, endeavoured to extir^ 
pate the Britifh name and nation out of their country. Se- 
condly, it appears to me, that a great (hare of the guilt 
(whatever it may be J of that " deteflable policy," belongs 
to the Proteftant Parliaments of England, as well as Irelaad : 
and that therefore, however inclined James the Fir ft, or any 
of his fucceflbrs, might have been to beftow thefe perquifttes 
upon their faithful friend^ thefe aflemblies would, to a cer- 
tainty, have taken the liberty of interpofing and counteracting 
any liberal Intentions which they might have formed, of eh- 
trufling the government of Ireland to a clafs of fubjeds, 
implicitly obeying a foreign power ^ whofe code of ecclefiaftical 
jurifprudence was not very favourable to the authority of an 
heretical prince. 

Mr. Plowden feems quite to have forgotten, that there was 
at any period of our hiftory a very weU-founded horror of the 
maxims and pra&ices of Popery, in fo much fo, that when one 
of this family (againft which he feems to have fuch an impla- 
cable hatred) who was of a more grateful difpofition than any 
of his predeceflbrs, attempted to grant thefe faid perquifttes to 
his hithfu] friends ; his enemies, namely, all the Proteflants of 
England wiio did not at all relilh thefe douceurs^ forced the 
generous James to abdicate the throne, and that foon after, the 
Proteflants of Ireland, by their exertions at the battle of the 
Boyne, put an end to James's liberality in that kingdom. 

Inflead of examining, therefore, what the very lively imagi- 
nation of this writer has fuggefted to him, that the Houfe of 
Stuart ought to have done, let us trace in his work the mifre- 
prefentations he has given of what they aftually did. 

Mr, Plowden admits (and indeed he could not avoid it} that 
James the Firft was extremely anxious to ingratiate himfelf 
with the Irilh ; accordingly we find, that the firft aft of his 
government was an 2l&. of very unufual lenity ; for he reftored to 
his honours and his lands^ that very rebel Tyrone, who, by 
his great rebellion in the laft reign, had laid Ireland walle, or^ 
as this writer tenderly exprefTes it, '' who in the late commo- 
tions had been very aSive againft the government." James 
created O'Donnel, who had been alfo '' very adiive againft the 
government," Earl of Tyrconnel j" (Appendix, No. I, to Se- 
cond Part) which favors they requited, by plotting another re- 
bellion, in concert with Spain and Rome, againft the King's 
Irifh government ; which having been moft fortunately difco- 
tered, they fled, and both found refuge with the Spanifn King,. 
and their friend, the Pope. Mr. Plowden feems to have fome 
doubts upon his mind, whether they were not ** the vidlims of a 
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(ham plot/' and apprefaeiKls; i\m d^y m^i bave M, Ml (foi« 
a conrcioufneb of their guik, bm (roip mciMv^ of fi^ f>nly« 
Now, fear wa$ no feature in the ch^a£ler gf Tyrants Bo* 
Leland h^s ^xpofe4 the aihfqrdity of fucb a fiippg^MQp, i^weli 
as accounted for its origin. 

'• The writers of Ac Roman Catholie party,^ fays this accurate 
biftorian, <* have aflerted^ wnkoat any proof* or cifconfiance of ere- 
dtbility.tlHil they kad ben ledacsd into feme privale coafirMaccs* by 
one of tke family of St. Lawreace, and afterwarda betrayed by hiinio 
the depnty : hut had aaj art or treachery bfea nfed 10 render them 
obnoxtou.9 to the lawsj the)? hfd the fnlleft opp^cdiaity o(^splaaniag 
the d^ep fchenv^, and leayinsr fon^ meqiiocial tn vupidicsli^ of linqiiN 
conduct* either in Spain or Ro(ne^ where they were cnttitainjed iMa4 
r0€3^4i but as no (uch roeoiorials have appeared in viDdi^atipa of. 
their cbnduft* they feem to have acquiefced tn the charge o( confpi* 
racy againft the Engli(h govern ment, and to have recommended t(iQm« 
fdves to thole of their own eommunhn, as m«n who had facrificed their 
honours and pofleffions to 4m freedom- of tbaircooatty, and the inte- 
refts of their seligion.*' VoL sL chap* 6» b» 4« p. 413, 

In confequence of their flight, their extenfive ^ftates* were 
forfeited to the crown, and James proceeded to pla^t his nor- 
thern col.opy, which laid the firft foundation for civilizing Ir^n 
land. 

Mr. Plowden's readers would from his woi[k be led to fup- 
pofe, that this extenfive diftrift, colonized by James, eo^itainr 
ing five hundred thouCind acres, and comprifing the: greater 
part of the north of Ireland, was then a moJR: flouriQiing, and 
well- peopled tra£lof land ; and, he moreover aflerts, that the 
natives were " forcibly difpoffefled,'* to make room for the 
new colonifls. Now all the writers whom I have confuUed, 
agree in reprefenting it to hav6 been a trafi of land partly co- 
vered with wood, in which rebels and robbers fouod a fecure 
Iheher, the remainder being defolated by war and famine ; and- 
that it muft have lain wafte, without the deliberate and vigor- 
ous interpofition o£ the Englifli govern pient. Indeed, when 
we confider the ch^rafters ot the former pofl*eflbrs, and parti- 
cularly of Tyrone, it does not appear very probable (had we 
not even indfrputable evidence to the contrary) that a. country 
Qvcr which they prelided, could have been the abode ^it^er of 
induftry or civilization. 

James (fay Lelandt and Hume) wjvo affefted to derive his 



• A large< proportion of the counties of Donegal^ Tyrone,, Armagh* 
Fermanagh, berry, and Cavan. 
+ Leland's Hift. Ireland, vol. ii* p. 4J19, Hume's rei^n of James. 
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U^fv<(it^ mmn^ft 9^ migi^t inirodMe M the baf^y eonfe-^ 
ai4$i»^a of peace ^md cukivaUon* The exp^i ieoce ot ag«s hear* 
tb(^.ipoft hoo^urab^ t^Akaoiiy to thq defign^ ^nd Ireland muft 
ack^o]M?l^dgej,iJU>t hofc^the firft foiuidaliQnft were laid oi itsaf^ 
fli^i^ce sv^d (eiHK'ity : afid Ireland doetiacksKQwledge with m-* 
Mtv4c ^r <^Kga^ioi» to Jaioes ! for the part of that kingdoHi 
thlA^ 9Qlo9i94ct. tb^ Nor(h» is- at this day tj)e feat of her flaptQ 
i9awi^WS€^^» the liA^n ; it is the ^reat bulwark o£ the Pro>« 
^^fl#fit Fe4igi€«i; it ia the mod flounSiing, the bell civtlized;^ 
^4 (he QDly i^Aef ally well^aSeSed part o{ that iflbiid. 

Had thisr ^(entilemMi, therefore, before he wFose his crud^ 
biA^ry q£ thi^ Qetebratj^d northern piaotaHoHtf takicn the troo* 
ble to look into *' the orders and conditioa^ to be obferved by 
tbQ uiidert£|kerS(»" dec, *' tb^ proje£l for (he divifioa and plan- 
is^ionof tjlv^ e{cbesite4 lands/' *' the qommiffioti of eeqiury 
witix th^9r(i^le»aod ioft?i»£^ion$ 9m»xfi\'' a« a)fo into* '* Cap^ 
ui^ PyHHSMr's Survey,, iqade 4t. fever^l . tuBc^s^ and in feveral 
placQ^,. by virtue, of the Kill's Commiflion^ under the greal 
Sq2|l," ^1 of which he might have found. in that very valuable 
cott9<9io0O<F(fifl> papers,, emitted '' Haf^ris^'s-Hiberoica;" and 
h^he ^xamiotod thefe t^cM da^t^Htnis with an attentive and 
Uipartial eye» bQ rnvft hav^ infornned hijs readers^ that James^ 
profiting by thet example of theerrorSfCoavRutted.by Elizabeth 
in her ineffe3ual attempts at colonization, had fbrmed. his great 
plan in the manner moft calculated to conciliate the native 
Irifli, by a refpeft for their habits and prejudices, as far as was 
confident with the great objeft of their civilization which he 
had in view ; and that therefore, infiead of driving the Irifh 
into the hills and faftnefles, he allotted to them the plains ; that 
he fuffered them to choofe, as under-tenants and fervants, thofe 
of their own country and religion ; and that> while the under- 
takerst and fervixorsj were 3t obliged, to choofe Scottifli or 
£nglifii tenants (who* were compelled to take the oath of {\x^ 
prema^y) the former weFe tacitly exonpted. That moreover 
he " gave the Irifti efiates» mftC'-farm^ at the. yearly rent of 
ten pounds thirteen (hillings and four pence for evety portion 
of avihou(4nd. acres;, and fo rateably for greater proportions^;" 



* Firft i^trodu^ by- Wemwosth* Lord Strafford, in the reig|i of 
Chai)!^ I, awd.cofiouragcd and foilercd by the great Duke o^Qimofid 
at the b^gioning of tbo reign of Jun^ the Socpod* 

t Th^ cooopjiayr of morchaocs in London. 

X Thofe whQ held cifil or military cmplpyincQls in Ireland, 

J Harris's Hibcroica^ p, 1 29. 

and 
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and that the only reftraint he compelled them to fubmit ta 
was» ** that they (hould take no Irifli exaCtions^ and that they 
(hould ufe tillage after the Englifh manner*." Mr. Plowdecr 
acknowledges, m p. 105, that 116,330 acres of the five hun- 
dred thoufand were allotted to the natives ; and, when it is 
recollefled, that thefe lands were the plains, and of courfe the 
moll fruitful, and that the mountainous and wooded parts were 
allotted to the underukers and fervitors, which they were obli- 
ged to clear and improve, the diftribiition appears to me to be 
very fair and equitable ; and if Mr. Plowden, during his three 
trips to Ireland, had made one to the north, the prefent fiate of 
that famous plantation would have convinced him, by a com- 
parifon with the other provinces of that kingdom, of the in- 
efiimable obligations which Ireland owes to James I.t 

As to the fufpicions entertained of the In(h Catholics dur- 
ing the latter part of this reign, the precautions taken againft 
them, and the manner m which tames I. treated the deputation 
which the (Appendix, No. 11. Second Part) Popifli cabal fent 
over to him J, I muft remind our readers, fince Mr. Plowden 
has inadvertently forgotten to do fo, that thefe circumllances all 
occurred after the fortunate difcovery of the Gunpowder Plot, 
and the alarms of an affiliated confpiracy in Ireland ; which 
were fully authenticated, by the flights of Tyrone and Tyr- 
connel, and the daring praflices of the ecclefiaftical emiflaries 
of Spain and Rome ;-— 

** Ogni medaglio ha U fub reverfo ; 



* u e, that they (hould giee op their cuftoms of burning the land 
(the old IriQi mode of manaring), and ploughing by yoking their 
hoHes to the ploughs by ibeir iaiis, inftead of tackle. Notwithftand- 
ing this provifion, they centinued the ufe of their ancient mode ; for 
Captain Pynnar, who, by the King's order, furveyed this plantation 
nine years after its firft eftablilhment^ every where reports, *' that the 
Irifh do ftill plough by the taile/* See Pynnar's Survey in Harris's 
Hibernica. 

f To fecure to this Protedant plantation an influence in the ftate, 
James I. ere^ed fixty-feven corporations, with the privilege offending 
members to the Parliament ; and in 161 3, when Chichefter was Lord 
Deputy, I %i\x James I. the firft Parliament in which all the proviqces 
in Ireland were reprefented, was aflembled; before this year of 
James's reign the rarliament was merely the aflemUy of that fmall 
diftrid called the ^ale ; the 12 Eliz. chap. 5, enumerates nine counties 
only, as obeying the Engliih laws. See alfo, 28 Hen. VI. 13 Hen. 
VIII. chap, s* 33 Hen. VIII. chap. 2. 34 Hen. VIIL 

t Hiftorical Review, p. no. 

but« 
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tmt, as Mr. Plowden thinks proper to give but one fide of the 
medal, it became neceflary to turn to the other, to fe^ upoii . 
what occafion it was ftruck. 

The commencement of Charles the Firft's reign, Mr. Plow- 
den admits, was highly gratifying to the Catholics of Ireland*; 
and the meafures purlued by his government, in that country 
were lenient and very popular. Indulgences on the /core of 
religion were allowed to them, greater than they had ever ex- 
perienced from a Proteftant monarch fince the Reformation. 
THefe indulgences he reprefents as highly alarming to the Pu- 
ritanic partvt, which he. would lead his readers to fuppofe wai 
as powerful at that time in Ireland as in England. Now a ftrong- 
cr proof of their weaknefs cannot be produced, than the hifto- 
rical faft, that the Puritans were obliged to form a coalition ^ 
in Parliament with the Catholic party ; and to join hand in 
hand with them, in their meafurei of oppofition to government, 
and their ftruggles againft the King's prerogative. When, 
therefore, this writer afferts (p. 135) " that fuch at this time 
was the prevalence of the Puritan party in Ireland ; fuch their 
arrogance, ferocity, and power ; fuch their avowed hatred to 
the Catholics (their parliamentary aiTociates); and fuch their 
ftill diffembled, but aftive enmity to royalty, that the moft fe- 
rious apprehenfions were entertained of an immediate general 
mafifacre^ or extermination of the whole body of the Catholics;" 
his work becomes an abfurd and mifchievous romance, and not 
an hiftory. We muft therefore look out for fome other caufe 
why the Catholics of Ireland, as Mr. Plowden expreffes it, 
p.141, •• united in a regular fyftem of filf- defence ^vfhich.io this 
day," he fays, •* is mq^ unwarrantaily and unjujlly ftyled an 
odSousand unnatural rebellion;" and fortunately we need not 
be very long in the fearch. * 



♦ Hiftorical Review, p. 11 4, 

f Ibid, p. 115, et fequentes. 

J Sec Rafliwoith, voL iv. and, from a mannfcript in Trinity Col- 
lege, Dablin, entitled ** Journal of the Hoafe of Lprds," Leland in- 
forms US, that '* the Catholic Lords, and thofe Proteftant Lords in- 
tedol with the Puritanic fpirit^ alfo joined in their meafures of oppo^ 
fition to Lord Strafford's adminiftration**' Many are of opinion, 
that the Irilh oppofition party in Parlianrient,^ in 1797* were, inadver- 
tently no doubt, playing the game for the United Irimmen. 

$ I have read of Popifh malTacres in the hiftoiy of Ireland and 
France; bat, in the courfe of my reading, I have not met with a 
finglc maflacrc by the Irilh Protcftants. 
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•* The ckrgft,*' &j» LeUod, ■« by whdb infliicilce tkfe vUAeat pt9^ 
ceediogs were direded*. were» by their oumbess and their pcinciplos 
juftly alarming to Goveramentf. They fwarmed into the kuogdoin 
from foreign feminaries^ whese thty badf imbibed the mod a(>yeS and 
pcilitent opuitons of the papal authority. Seculars, and regufacs alilce 
had bound themfehres by a folemn oarh to defend the papacy agstinfl! 
the vrhole worlrf, to^ labour for Ac angtiiciKation of its power and prt- 
▼Uegesy to exeeutc ics mandates^ and to profecute hertfies^. The wAofe 
kid/ adbdiA dangeraiH concert,, ander the diie^Vion of ohe Pope, attd 
fiibjcd to- the oiSiers of the congregation de froftigania fik^ kfdy 
eicSod at Rome ; and oMiny of thein» by tbeit edueattoii in the fintii- 
naries. o£ Spain, wen: peculiady devoted ta the intere^ el th«t nd«* 
narch : habituated to regard the tofurredions of the old Iri(k» ia the 
reign of Elizabeth, as the mod generous exertions of patrioiifoi,, aad 
taught to detefithe|power which qucITed this fpirir^ and eifablilhed ado- 
mimon on the ruins of the ancient dignity and pre-eminence of their 
countrymen;"* 

Bat, as this. pifLuce has been copied by a ProteflatK dtvine, 
I refer xny readers to the .orig^aai,. namely, the Narvaii^^ 
(throughout)- of Walfli, the Irifli Francifcaji Friaf,, wba wsks 
prefeot in Ireland at the time thefe traiiia£lion& took place* 

I have akeady remaiked,. that Mr. Plowde& & modie of 
wsittDg hiiloj;y is rather a navel one ; and my obfervation is 
couErmed, by the manner in which- he ha& compiled his-hijioi^y 
oC thds memorable leiga : for he begjuis hy inlbrmiag^his. read* 
' crs, ia a note to p. t%^ that they muft give very little, i£ ai^y 
credit ta all the reputable hiilorians oE that remarkable epoch 
o£ Iriih hiftory, om account of their party prejudices^; that 
t)r. Warner j: only caa be truficd^, whofe book is very fcarcQ in 
Ireland ; and therefore, although it contradi^s every oive of 
Mr. Flowden's favourite pofitioos, yet his Irilb readers hapve 
his full permiflion toconfult it, on account of its- Ccareiij^- 



• Namely, feizing upon the Protcftant churches, and ceiebraling 
their worftiip with all poflible publicity and ollentaiion ; ercding nu- 
merous nunneries and friaries, and a Popiih collbge, in DDbKn, fmme- 
d^wely up»n heaftng-of Chaflcs's ocden w hi» Ikpnfy, Lorcb Faulk- 
knd, in the third year oi his sdgn, to give' the CatHoliosi t^mf poffit- 
hl3 iiidulgence and Eofevamoa, confiftemiy witli iilte fafcil^ of fhv«fb- 
blilhed church; See Leianil,. vol. ni..chapi p.. 
. f The yean beifore this nbeUiotr, Si« H* Vans'w«)t« toi th«r Londv' 
}u(Hsecs» *<^ that bta Miijefty had( received advice tftao ehtfre Had laM^ 
pafied fronv Spain^ aad it wasi hkely torn other pans^- an unfpeab- 
able number of cbuichmen into England and Ireland, and that a^whif- 
per run among the Irilh frisiis ia Spain, a& if they expend a rebellion 
in Ireland." P. 1 1, Dr. Warncjr's Hiftory. 

X I thank Mr. Plowden for referring me to Dr. Warner, of wBofe 
IR^ork I have made no fmall ufe in my Appendix, and Strictures. 

The 
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Ti»e works of Lord (Appendix, No. III.) Caftlehaven, one 
«f the members oi the fupreme (rebel) Catholic Council of Klil* 
jpenny, aind who commanded the rebel Leinfter horfe, under 
^he rebel General Prefton ; thofe of the titular Bifaop of Ferns, 
wtiO) in his book, ftyles the mailacre of 164.1 , ^^ fan6lum et juf.- 
tiffimum b|?llum ;" and the writixigs of Meffrs. Peter Walfh* 
the Francifcan, Geoghegan, O'Connor, and Currtef , they 
have Mr. Plowden's permiffion to place their confidence in^ 
particularly as fome of them agree with' him, that the Iri£ 
maflacre and rebellion of 1641 was provoked by the opprei&ons 
of the government of Lord Strafford. 

Mr. Plowden having removed out of his way all impfedL- 
jnents to hiftorical mifreprefentation^ by thus interdi(£linj any 
reference to Sir J. Temple, DoSot Borlace, Clarendon, Cirtc, 
«nd Sir Richard Cox, proceeds to eftablifli three pofitions. 
Firft, that the cruel and wanton rebellion of the year 1641, was 
provoked by the rigour of Lord Strafford's adminiftration j 
iecondly, that the Catholics of that day were xeaUus loyalifts, 
fighting for King Charles^ his crown, and dignity ; and, thirdly, 
that the ProCeftants of Ireland commenced the firft maflacre. 

As to the firft pofition — Wentworth, Earl of Strafford, 
commenced his adminiftration in 1632, on the removal of 
Lord Faulkland ; at the beginning or the year 1641, he loft 
bis bead for his attachment to his unfortunate mafter. That 
Strafford was a harfh, rigorous and imperious governor, I feely 
admit; but that his adminiftration, however odious to the 
Catholic and Puritanic parties, was highly beneficial to the 
( Appendix, No, IV.) interefts of Ireland, i have abundant au- 



* Po0f Pet0t Wal(k honeftly owiis^ chat this rebellion was entirely 
the hamify *wofk of the Catholic priefts and foreign eccle^adicai emif* 
iaries; in confeqaence of which, Pet^r, who feems to have been a very 
confcientiout man, has been ever coniidered, by the Catholic party, as 
a horrible renegado: as his woi(k is probably nor to be had in Ireland^ 
Mr. P* naay fafely refer his readers to it. 

i This Dr. Currie. amongft other aflertions, fflafotained that rihftte 
Was no rebellioh in Ireland in 1641, becaufe there was no evidence of 
fach a tranfadion on the Journals of the Iri(h Houfe of Commons* 
It is true, that the proceedings of the Irifii Houfe oF Commons from 
1641 to 1647 ^^'^ ^^ printed in any edition of the Journals previ-. 
ous to the year 1764 (it was prior to this year that Cuffie wrote) be- 
caufe ic was not until the year 1764 that the MS. of thefe proceedings 
was difcovered, by a Mr. Dugan, who bought itftom the widow of 
the clerk of Sir Stephen Rice, Chief Baron of the fijcchequct ih the 
pesgn of James II. and brought it to the Houfe, who paid him 2ocU 
for it — it was tranfcribed, and has been infetted iirevcfy edition of 
thelrifii Journals printed fince 1764. — See Joirrirals, vo). r, p. 290* 

thoritics 
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thorities to produce, and, firft, Leland thus defcribes his 
TOvernment : ** But, however individuals were aggrieved by 
his condu£^, the natives, who had never known a ftrifl and 
icrupulous adminift ration of Englifh law, cleared from every 
thing arbitrary and oppreffive, were abundantly confoled by 
the advantages derived from the adminiftration of Lord Straf- 
ford. The army, which had long proved an odious and in- 
tolerable burden to the inhabitants, yet fcarcely of efiential 
Service to the crown, was well disciplined, duly paid, and 
preferved in good condition, inofFenfive to the peaceable 
fubjedls, and formidable to the enemies of government. The 
revenue was unincumbered, and a large fum lay ready in the 
Exchequer to anfwer any fudden emergency. The eccle- 
fiaftical eftablifliment was proteSed, the revenues of the church 
improved, and abler and more reputable teachers provided for 
the people. The Scottifli Puritans (who inhabited the North) 
were indeed fometimes offended at the indulgence (hewn to 
the recufants ; but, in the prefent ftate of the kingdom, where 
far the greater number of the inhabitants, and thofe pojfeffed 
of power and consequence, were of the Romtjh communion^ 
the mott obvious maxims of policy forbad any rigorous exe- 
cution of the ♦ penal ftatutes. It was fufficient to confine 
recufants to a lefs public and offenfive exercife of religion, fo 
as to preferve the authority of government, without provok- 
ing violent and' dangerous difcontents. Peace, order, obe- 
dience, and induftry, diftinguifhed the prefent period from 
that of any fonner adminiftration. The value of lands was 
encreafed, commerce extended, the cuftoms amounted to al* 
moft four times their former fum, the commodities exported 
from Ireland were twice as much in value as the foreign 
merchandize imported, and fhipping was found to have en- 
creafed an hundred fold — fuch were the benefits derived from 
Lord Wentworth's adminiftration, however in many in- 
ftances uppopular, odious and oppreffive." DoQor Leland 
quotes no authority for this reprefentation of the benefits 
which Ireland derived from the government of Strafford ; and 
us this excellent . biftory, fo often quoted by Mr. Plowden, 



• Mr. P. admits* p. 120, •* that Strafford for political reafons pre- 
ferred any other mode of taxation to that of raifing the neceffary 
levies upon the confciences of the natives." In this fame page he 
afferts* « that he played off his infincerity upon the Catholicks before 
he had taken polTeflion of his government/' tor thus in a ndte he fays; 
'* we arc able ^ vouch his own authority," which, though not at all 
fparing of his notes, he does not do ! 

when 
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when it condemns the errors of IriQi governments, is never-^ 
thelefs interdidled as an authority for the leading events of 
this regin, I was obliged to feek for a confirmation of the truth 
of thefe fads in ano^er work ; accordingly, in * Ruihworth 
(that writer fo partial to the parliamentarians), in his fourth 
volume, from page 120 to 247, inclufive, I find the fulleft 
confirmation of this ftatement ; and among the other obliga- 
tions which Ireland owes to this great vidim to popular 
frenzy, is the introdu£tion of her linen manufadure, which 
Lord Wentworth firft eftablifhed in that country, in place 
of the woollen,, which, if it had -been extended, would have 
caufed eternal jealoufies between the two countries: and 
which linen manufacture he gave t thirty thoufand pounds out 
of his own pocket to promote. When this great man (whofe 
abfence Dodor Warner thinks was the.caufe of the rebellion^ 
*' becaufe he was too vigilant, too brave, and too high fpirited 
not to have crufhed it in its birth,*' p. 17.) was called over to 
England, and afterwards impeached, and beheaded, imme- 
diately the Catholic and Puritanic parties in Parliament, which 
had been awed by his firmnefs, and controuled by his vigour, 
obtained a complete afcendency in that affembly. Thofc 
patriotSy like their fucceiTors of a later date, immediately pro- 
duced their budget of grievances. They had obtained a de- 
cided majority by difplacing all Strafford's friends ^ for we 
are informed by Ruihworth, that to have been negle6led or 
ill-treated by Strafford, was now confidered as the highell 
merit, and the moil effedual recommendation to honours 
and employments. 

I find alfo in the Irifh Conmions Journals of 1641, that 
after the impeachment and execution of this Earl, the Irifh 
Parliament pronounced the High Gommiffion Court (or Caflle 
Chamber, as it was called), a great and univerfal grievances 
that they limited the execution of martial law, even iir times 
of war and rebellion \ that they pronounced fome equitable, 
demands of the Proteflanc clergy grievances s that they at- 



* See alfo Nalfon» p. 4$, vol. 2, and Sir P. Warwick, p. 1 1;. 

f See Strafibfd's letters, vol. i, and Carte's Ormond; and aUb 
Lelaod, 3d vol. chap. i. The linen manufaAaie of Ireland is ac this 
day prote^ed in the Englifh market by a daty of twenty-five per 
eent. on German and foreign linens: — ^the American market has'lat*- 
terly been a very bad one— the Americans having began to make their 
own linens. Shoold this duty, which nearly amounts to a prohibition 
on foft]|n linens, be ever repealed* the Engliih market is for ever loft 
10 the IriQi linen manufaAurerl 

tacked 
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tktktd Ih6 C^^ft df Dublin, pafttCttlaH^ thftt by«-IkW 
Which e)cdU(k*d noA«-a^nfdrmifts from prrf^brmeflt. 1 9M 
tkat^ upon a conference between the two hdttfes rdafive 16 
the conftitiiticMlal rights of the Irifh nfttionj Patrick Dairy, A 
leading Cadiolic member) was appointad PirdociiMf on iht 
Dccafion: and that they condetiined all th^ poirers ^iHiied 
by Lord Strafford, which ^ey teMral (< iWtgil ptitStitiA itl^ 
trodiictd by him." I dfo find that this {{t)ure df Cbtii'- 
mM$ diftanded that llirge « Irifh army which he had raiied; 
- tnd that thfey refijfed to allow the king to permit them to *nlift 
in a fi^reign fervlce, but fuffered them to be dilbahdcd iA 
Iwlartd— ready inftfumenti for rebeHitMi. And, finidly^ I 
find by the Irilh Commons Journals, bF th^ ftihe yfear^ 'that 
ft fdlemn determination as to the rights of Irifli fubjdflSi wa^ 
drawn up by the tv^ houfes of Parflamentj and forwarded to 
lh« Committee of Irilh Agents in London, to be laid before 
the King for his ratification : and Aat thcfe agents having; 
returned to Ireland in Auguft 1641, with a full Conftrmatioii 
from Charles, of all thefe pbpillir bills^ ghAces, arid con* 
i^effions, th« Parliament was prorogued. 

Arid no doubt we may fuppofe, that the member* retired 
to their country feats to receive the corigrAtulattdris of their 
conftituehts, dnd to witriefs the effiifions of j^bpulai* grithude^ 
fof thefe important Cottceflions frotti the crdWH. 

At the cl6fe of this fefliorij the Catholic party ih Parlli-^ 
merit (orte of th^ ftioft Itfaditig mertibers of whitlh Wai the 
Ldrd Maguire, who, iri the rcbelHdn of thii yearj Was to have 
commanded the attack upon the Caftle of Dttblih), and their 
«OddjutotS^ the Purttanrc party, had obtained frbih Chaties 
fyth an ample rtfdrefs of Irifh grievances, a* lefk the ^iaioUJJ 
Withoiit any reafeiiabl^ pretence for dlft'onterit ; arid WhicH 
gav€ the mofl finei^f^ fatisfeSion its thofe dUpes of tfld lattef 
party, who flattered themfelvfe^j that the right* tvhith they had 
afierteds Would give general coritentm^nt, and erifute fhd tfari--" 
quillity of the kirigdom f. 



• Thefe men were Catholics officered by Proteftants. — See Sir }• 
TepfipIe.**-ThiiBwa»(htflaft Catholic. landing »fd[>f In tbft fervkd-of 
a King of &ftgi«tid» raifed fa Ireiandj until the tm^S&dy'U^g of the 
Iriih Militia in I -J^^i I defy Mr. Plovvdcp to difprOve this fa^—r 
ifom fhe timeoFCr^mW^Il until the period I fpeMt of, tht army of 
^retand was Proteftaftti of ii a Cacholit enttilalj he paiTed as at Pro^ 
li^2fBt-<>weiit to Churchy (md lieceme Us zeabifi»::jind good a Fro-» 
t^ftailt as any of Ins fellow. fokliers« j! 

f See liciiiiid^ Hvnfe^ Timpk, Ru&wonb^ rN^fo&i Cam» Sif 
R» Cox> and Dr. Borlace. 

Upon 
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Upon the twenty-third of 0<9x)ber following, ''not three 
months after the prorogation) the horrible maflacre and rebels 
lion of 1 64 1, took place. 

I am as willing as Mr. Plowden, though poflibly our mo- 
tives may be different, to draw a veil over the horrors cf 
that disgraceful period, the traditions of the cruelties of 
which, (in fome meafure revived by recent events) do not fail 
to operate, after the lapfe of more than a century and a half, 
upon the Protella'it mind in Ireland. I think it now of little 
importance to afcertain whether, as according to Sir J, Tem- 
ple, * 154,000 men, women, and children, in Ulfter alone ; 
or, as according to Doftor Warner, 4020 only were . raafla- 
cred, and 800O ftarved in the two firft months of this rebel- 
lion: perhaps the truth may lie between. The barbarity 
and authenticity of the fad, is equally undented. 

Let us now proceed to difcover, from the confefficns of the 
parties implicated, (fmce Mr. Plowden has interdicted all re-^ 
fcrence to the hiftorians of credit) what was the caufe and 
the object of this bloody confpiracy ? 

. Out of their own mouths we have this admiffion, that its 
obiefl was to extirpate the Englifh nation, and the Proieilanc 
religion, out of their country ; and that it was fomented by 
religious bigotry, and nourimed by the rooted averfion of the 
native Catholic Iriih to the £nglim defcendents. 

From " the examination of Doctor Jones," a manufcript, 
mow preferved in Trinity College, in the City of Dublin, we 
learn, that early in the month of OSober, before the rebel- 
lion broke out, a very conflderable meeting of the principal 
Romilh eccleftaftics, and fome of the leaders of the confpiracy, 
was held in the County of Weftmeath, at the Great Abbey 
of Multifarnam ; where, amongfl other fubje<Sls of debate, 
one great queftion was, what they (hould do with the Englifli 
and Irifh Proteftants, as foon as they fhould be in their 
power i Some were for expelling them as the Spaniards had 
the Moors^ others objefled to this policy, on the grounds, 
that if the Englifli were expelled, they would return, with 
ten-fold vengeance, from England, againft them. — At length 
it was refolved, ihat a general maflacre was thcronly fure and 
fafe mode of getting rid of the Englfh and the Proteftants ; 
and it was refolved upon. Such is the account which Doftor 
Jones, when a prifoner among the rebels, received from a 



• Sir J. Temple, p. i I4«^-Sir W, PettVt who had furveyed Ireland 
foon after this horrid e^ent, eftimates in bis Political Anatomy, the num* 
bex oiQrdered at thirty-feven tbonfand— others give different namben. 

D Francifcan 
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Francifcan friar of this aflembly, of which he acknowledged 
he was a member, and that he took his (hare in the delibera- 
tions**. What then becomes of Mr. Plowden's remark ?— . 

" that there was no preconcerted fyftcm or preparation for a rifing 
on the part of the IiiU), when their mod virulent libeller. Sir John 
Temple, admits that thefe rebels, at their firft rifing, had only pitch- 
forkSf ftavf s> and icythesf ." 

What, does it follow, becaufe the manufaSiire of pikes was 
not then in the flouriihing ftate in which it has been lately in 
that kingdom, and becaufe the infurgents were furniflied with 
the bed weapons they could procure, that we are to infer, in 
contradidton to fuch evidence, that there was no preconcerted 
fyftem of infurre3ion ? 

But let us look at Lord Maguire's examination, taken be- 
fore the Council Chamber in Dublin, and acknowledged by 
himj while in the Tower, to be his free and open confeffion, 
and as fuch produced again (l him on his trial, and not objeded 
to by him. In this he acknowledges, that in the month of 
May^ preceding the rebellion, he and his party difpatched a 
prieft, one Toole O'Coole, who lived in Leinfteri unto 
Owen O'Neale, in Flanders, to acquaint him with the grand 
rebellion then in preparation^ (at the very nloment that the 
Catholic and Puiitanic parties in Parliament were carrying 
every meafure they propofed) which faid prieft returned about 
a month before the execution thereof; and the anfwer which 
the faid prieft brought from the faid O'Neale was, that he 
would, within fifteen days after the people fliould be J up, be 
with them with his beft aiUftance and arms ; and in another 
part of his examination, he fays that " Roger Moore (the 
great confpirator of thb Pale) told him that if the Irifh would 
rife, they might make their own terms for the regaining of 
their own landsy and the freedom of their religion §." And in 

• This depofi lion of Do^or Jones is given in Cox's Appendix, 
p. 41. Sir J. Temple, in p. 76 of his hittory, mentions this conful* 
tation is a fad of public notoriety, ami a very full account of this 
meeting at the Abbey of Multifarnacn is alfo gircn by Dr. Warner in 
his h\f\oty, p. 70, book 2d. 

N, /?. There-are thirty-two folio manufcript volumes relative to 
this horrid rebellion of 1641 » now in the Library of Trinity College 
Dublin. + Hift. Review, p.ijS. 

J The coincidence not only of the events but even of the phrafes 
of (riOi rebellions is not a little remarkable : — ^at this day in Ire* 
Jand <« are you vp" means are you a rebel? ''the people are up" is 
the eatti phrafe for an infurre^ion. 

$ See the State Trials, article " Trial of Lord Maguirc for High 
Treafon/* N. B. ' He was hanged at Tyburn. 

'« Lord 
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• ^ Lord Maguire*s Narrative," we find him declaring that 
Byrne, aLeinfter rebel leader, told him that the Pope was to fend 
them a fupply of money, that Owen O'Neale (who was in 
Flahders) had received the moft folemn aiTurances of fup- 

g>rt from Cardinal Richelieu ; and that he, Byrne, had con- 
rred with the Spanifh ambalTador, and was fure of fupport 
from that Court; and that they all told their aflbciates, << that 
they were engaged in defence of the Catholic religion, and 
that every Catholic power muft fupport their caufe of necef- 
fity". And he further declares, that they had opened their 
defign to Lord Gormanflown, and to fome others of thofe 
who had compofed the Irifh Committee in LiOndpn ; nor does 
he, in his Narrative, or in his examination, nor did he at his 
trial, mention one word of the Catholics being provoked to 
infurreftion by Strafford's feverity, or pretend that they had 
unite4 in defence of the King's authority, ajgainfi the Puritans: 
nay, fo far was that from the cafe, that Sir Phelim O'Neale 
received orders from his party not to attack the Scottifh fettlers 
of the North, who were Puritans, and whofc reprefentatives 
had been their zealous parliamentary allies. 

If this had been a rebellion brought on even by the remem^ 
brance of Lord Strafford's arbitrary a£is of power, after all 
grievances were redreffed, why did not the Puritans join in 
- It, and how came it to be txclujivcly Catholic? Wherefore 
did the Catholics butcher the unoffending Protefiant men, wo- 
men, and children in the North ? What (hare had they in 
the rigorous meafures of Wentworth'i government? Why ? 
— But it were endlefs to proceed in fuch a drain of interroga- 
tion. I may now, therefore, venture to quote Leland agam, 
upon whofe authority (corroborated as it is by the confeiuons 
of the confpirators) I trull my readers will rely, rather than 
upon Mr. Plowden's. He fays, 

«« The memoires of one Plunket, which lie among the manufcripts 
in the Bodleian Library, afliire os, wiih confummate gravity, that 
the Earl of Ormond, having received private inftru^ons from the 
King, to feize ihe perfont of the two Puritan Lords- Juftices^ that 
the Iriih leaders had difcovered this fecret, and that the fole objed of 
their defign was originally nothing more, than to run foremoft in loy- 
alty, and to fnatch the merit of this fervice from the £arl. The ialu*- 
hood has been fometimes (bamefully adopted by Popilh zealots, and 
fometimes difgraced their foreign publications/' Vol. Hi, 



* Lord Magaire's narrative is given at fall length in Dr. Warner, 
pp. 30 to 45. As it occupies fifteen pages folio, it is too long for in- 
fertion. 

Da Mr. 
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K^r. Plpwdep was prohably mijlcdh^ this manufcript whea 
heafferted (p. 139), " that the Catholics then, and ever fince, 
confidcred themfelves afHng as royahfts". From Lord Ma- 
guire's confcffion and narrative, and from Dr. Jones's exami- 
nation, it is evident, that the leaders and a3ors in this rebel- 
lion did not entertain fuch an opinion ! 

But, however, if the malfacre of an innumerable multitu Je 
of the King's unfufpefting Proteftant fubjefls, in a time of 
profound peace, be a teft of loyalty ; if, like their worthy co- 
adjutors, the Puritans of England, fighting againji King 
Charles,, in defence of his facred perfon^ his crown, and dig- 
nity, be a teft of foyalty ; if afting under the authority of the 
bull of Pope Urban VIIl. which abfolvcd them from their 
allegiance, and which gave a full and plenary indulgence, 
and entire remiffion of all fins, crimes, and delinquencies, how 
heinous foever, to thofe Irilh,^ who, in imitation of their godly 
and worthy anceftors, endeavour, by force of arms, to deliver 
" their thralled country from the grievous empire of the here- 
tics, wherewith this long time it hath been affliSed and hea- 
vily burthened; and gallantly do in them what lieth, to ex- 
tirpate, and totally root out, thefe workers of iniquity, who, 
in the kingdom of Ireland, had infefted, and are always ftriv- 
ing to infeft, the mafs of Catholic purity, with the peftiferous 
leaven of their heretical doQrine"*. It thefe be tefts of loy- 
alty, the Irilh Catholics of that day were indeed zealous loy- 
alifts to — the Pope, I conceive,, and not to Charles the Firft. 
(Appendix, No. V. fecond Part.} 

And as to their " oath of confederacy," upon which Mr. 
Plowden fo much infills, I beg to obferve, that this Bull not 
only abfolved them from their oath of allegiance, but from 
crimes of the blacked die; befides, quaere, does it not con- 
tain a mental refervation ? namely, ** I fwear to defend King 
Charles, his heirs, and fucceflbrs, as far as I may," (Ap- 
pendix, No. VI. to fecond Part.) 

Having, I truft, refuted, to the entire fatisfaftion of mojl of 
my readers, two of Mr. Plowden's pofitions, the third only 
remains, namely, the charge that the Proteftants of Ireland 
began the firft maflfacre in November, by murdering, in cool 
blood:, Qpoo Irilh in ifland Magee. Every writer admits, that 
the Irim mafiacre was coomienced by Sir Phelim O'Neale ioi 



• Sec thiVciirious State Paper, or Buli, in the State Trials, Arti- 
cle ** LoKi Maguire's Trial for High Trcafon**, in which it is giveu 
atiulJkngth. 

OQob'er; 
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• Oftober; and yet this writer calk a maOacre, which he ad- 
mits took place in November following, the firft maffacre*. 

The ifland_ Magee is « fmall traft of land, three miles in 
length, and one mile in breadth, on the fea-coa(l of the county 
of Antrim, which does not, as I am informed, contain, at this 
day, three hundred inhabitants of all ages and fexes: how im- 
probable, then, that in 1641 it (hould contain three thoufand! 
Dr. Leland, in vol. iii, chap. 3, ftates the faft to be (on the 
authority of fome manufcripts in Dublin College, entitled 
*• Depofitions of the County of Antrim"), " that in the month 
of March, 1642, the Scottyh foldiers in the town of Carrick- 
fergus, after the followers of Sir P. O'Neale had exhaufted 
their barbarous maltce, ilTued one night into Ifland Magee, 
and put to death thirty Irijh families ; and, as if*', fays JL,e- 
land, " this incident were not fufBciently hideous, Popilh 
writers have reprefented it with (hocking aggravations; they 
make the number flaughtere^ in a fmall and thinly inhabited 
neck of land amount to three thoufand : a wildnefs and ab- 
furdity, into which other writers (namely^ Lord Clarendon) 
have been beftrayed." Why did Mr. PlowJen overlook this 
part of Leland, of whofe work he has mdiAQ fuch good ufc? 
why did he alfo overlook Dr. Warner's able refutation of 
thi^ calumny againft the Irifli Protefiants, in pp. 114, 115 of 
bis hiftory of this rebellion? 

The only material charge made by Mr. Plowden (for it 
'were impoffible, within the limits of thefe " Striftures^', to ex- 
pofe every mifreprefentation in bis work] which remains to 
be anfwered, is that which relates to Ormond's condi £1 about 
the '* ceflation of arms", whom he accufes of betis»ying the 
interefls of his matter, and of fecretly praftifing with the Pu- 
ritans of England. The anxiety of Charles for this ceflation, 
and Ormond's delays and relu6lance in concluding it, are 
eafily accounted for. The King, whofe affair 3 were declining 



• TTicrc are fome ftriking coinciJcnces in the three very memora. 
ble IriOi rebellions of 1641* 1798* 1803; they all coiTimenced on the 
fame day of the monih, uamcly, the 23d of O^ her, the 23d ot Mav, 
and 23d of July;iind were conduded with fuch fecrefy, that the 
govern menis of. Ireland in each cafe were taken unawares; In 1641, 
the caftle gate was drawn op a few hours before Lord Maguire and hia 
followers were to have ruftied in. In 1798, the caftle drum beat to 
arms fwo hours only before the rebel drum was to have given the.lignal 
for theattatk upon Dublin. The^evenrs of the 23d of July are toj 
rxent to need a detail. All thefe infurrcdiions have been equally 
marked b;- the maiTacce of the unarmed and unofTcnding. 

in 
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in England, was eager to be reinforced by the Irifli army* 
Ormond, who lievcr entertained an idea that the republican 
party in England would go to the length of murdering his 
roysJ maftcr ; and who apprehended, that by withdrawing a 
large force, in the prefent ftate of the country, Ireland might 
be loft to the Englilh crown, oppofed and delayed the cefla- 
tion. He was thoroughly acquainted with the inveterate pre- 
judices of the Irifti; he deteftcd the Catholics (Appendix, 
No. VII. to fecond Part), whofc conduft and praftices at that 
day are indefenfible ; and he was anxious to retain a fufficient 
force to chaftife them as they deferved. But when at length, 
by the repeated orders from, the King to fign the ceffation of 
arms with the Popifli council of Kilkenny, Tie was obliged to 
comply, and to fend over the Iriftj troops* which were de- 
feated at Nantwich, without having done the royal caufe any 
fervice; he then continued, under every diflGculty and difad- 
vantage, to firuggle for the interefts of his mafter (Appendix, 
No. VIII. to fecond Part), and for the prefervation of the 
Englifh power in Ireland. Nor did he abandon either, until 
the total ruin of the royal caufe, by the murder of the King: 
nay, fo zealous was this great man + for the interefts of his 
unfortunate matter's fon, and afterwards fucceffor, that he 
again returned to Ireland, in hopes of making a ftand in that 



* The Irifh forces defeated at Nantwich were all Proteftams ; and 
moft of the common men, after their defeat, went over to the parlia- 
mentary General. Hume informs us, that when they landed in Wales, 
fuch was the terror of the Welfh at the very name of the Irilh (a 
terror, by the by, which they feel to this day) that they deferted 
the country, crying, «« that the Irifli Papifts were come, to cut their 
throats." The Parliament, by their orders for not giving quarter to 
the Irilh, by fea or land, encouraged thefe alarms. Hume, vol. vii. 



Si veris magna paratur 



Fa ma bonis, et fi fucceiTu nuda remoto 
Infpicitur virtus, quicquid laudamus in ullo 
Majorum fortuna fuit. Lu c a m*. 

N. B. As to the Karl of Glamorgan's commiiHon ; fee a fatisfaAory 
account of that tranfaiflton, and of Ormond's exculpation, in Hume, 
vol. vii. with the note (b) at the end of the volume relative to that 
tranfadion. Hume quotes Ruihworth and Dr. Birch. Dr. Warner, 
in Book V. condemns the King for this commiflion to Glamorgan, 
but exculpates Ormond fully, i 

♦ See the great charaftcr given of ^bc Marquis of Ormond, by Dr* War- 
ner, Book IV. pp. 267, 519; »* than whom", he fay$, " there was not an ho- 
neiler or an abler man of his time." 

kingdom 
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kingdom againft the ufurped power of the Parliament. But 
all his hopes and plans were defeated, by the folly, the arro- 
gance, and the unreafonable demands of the Catholic council 
of Kilkenny, folely fwayed and direfled by the bigoted and 
ignorant Popifli ecclefiaftics*. 

Here then was art opportunity offered, ** when the Irilh 
Catholics of that day might have given no fmall or equivocal 
marks of that eminent loyalty and fidelity'*, which Mr. 
Plowden attributes to them, by generoufly ftepping forward in 
fupport of Charles the Second, without proponng to Ormond 
terms, limitations, and conditions, to which neither his honour 
or the intereft of his prince allowed him to confent. In- 
ilead of this, Ormbnd was once more obliged to abandon a 
country, the rebellion of whofe Popifh inhabitants had been fo 
very + inftrumental to the murder of his fovereign ; and he 
left them to that memorable chaftiferaent, which they foon after 
received from Oliver Cromwell, and which, for their difloyalty 
and their crimes, they had fo juftly merited. 

The Irilh Catholics of that age may, indeed, claim the merit 
of h^ns been the \ firft in arms againfl the bed: prince of 
the Jfoufc of Stuart, Charles the Firft; and the laft in arms 
in Xupport of the worft, James the Second. 

I fliall pafs over the proteSorate of Oliver Cromwell, 
and alt the abominable a£(s of that bloody ufurpation, by fim- 
ply remarking, that Oliver preferved Ireland to the Britifii 
Crown, and firft a3ually accomplifhed a legiflative union of the 
two kingdoms. For Ludlow, in his Memoirs, informs us, 
that by the famous " inftrument of government", drawn up 
by Cromwell, a Parliament was fummoned for the three king- 
doms, now united into one Commonwealth, that thirty mem- 
bers were allotted to Ireland, who were ele6led accordingly, 
and fat as reprefentatives of that kingdom, in the Parliament 
held at Weftminfter§." 



♦ See Whitelock, Carte, Coxe, RaQiworth, Leland. Dr, Warner, 
Book VI. p. 380, fays, " all the Catholics of that kingdom, except 
very few, were then (A. D. 1646) pricft- ridden ; and to thefla?il)i 
fubmifllon which they paid to their ecclefiaftics, their own entire ruin, 
if not that of the King, was owing. 

-f- By the ufe which the Parliament made of this event* to blacken 
the King's charader. 

X Sec Hift. Review, p. 131, laft line. 

$ See Ludlow's Memoirs, p, 497, f^dition printed at Vivay, in 
Switzerland. 

In 
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In Mr. Plowden's elementary Ikelch (as he calls his poli** 
tical caricaturas) of Charles the Second's reign, I find a conti- 
nuation of the fame, not only improbable, but unfounded 
charges againfl the great Duke of Ormond, of his fecretly 
praQifing with the Puritans, and of his having received a * 
bribe for the furrender of Dublin. I meet, in every page, the 
fame abfurd repetition of the fidelity of the Irifli Catholics to 
Charles the Second, and to his father; and of the unmerited 
fnfferings ** of thofe + martyrs to royalty", as this writer is 
pleafed to fiyle them. 

«' If ever", fays this gentleman, «* J Ireland (i. e. the Catholic 
part of it) had a /a// of gratitude upon the crown of £ngland, it was 
at the refiautatim of Charles the Second." 

Had Charles the Second rewarded that clafs of his Irifli 
fubjefts, whofe rebellions had been fo very inftrumental in 
bringing his father to the block, he would have been an unna- 
tural mopfter ; and, if he had had the § folly to make fuch 
an attempt, the Protellant Parliaments of both kingdoms would 
certainly have put their veto to the meafure ; and moreover, in 



• Ormond had expended in the King's fcrvicc, 13,8^7!. of his own 
money. Before he rcfigned DubJio, ihe Parliamentarisms agreed to 
pay him 3000!. and to fecure the reft, which he never received from 
ihcm. As to the penfion of 3090I. per annum, paid by Cromwell 10 
his Duchefs, Mr, Plowden produces no authority for his aflertion, 
which I conceive it would have been difficult for him to have done. 
Ormond is certainly guilty of hiving prefercd to furrender Dublin to 
the forces of the Englifh Parliament, rather than to the Iri(h rebels : 
of courfe, the CathoUc hiftorians bore hitn no^ood will ; hinc ills la* 
crymx; and, for farrendering Dublin, be had the King's order in 
ijariiingf which he produced to (he Lord Mayor. Secret Confults, 
p. 642. 

f Hift. Review, p. 169, *' devoted vi^imsto their loyalty." 

J His readers mud carry in mind, that by '* Ireland", •* Iriih na- 
tion", Sec. Sec, Mr, Ptowden means the Catholic inhabitants ct Ire- 
land, whichj in this age, he reprefents as an hundred to one Proteftant. 
Sir W. Petty fays, they were then fifteen to one ; and at this day, 
A. D. 1803, by their own political arithmetic, they are four to one, 
i. e. admitting that there are five millions of ptrople in Ireland! 

} If the curious reader will turn to Carte's Ormond. vol. ii. p. 559, 
and to the Appendix, pp. m and 118, he will fee, that Charles IL 
in conjunftion with his brother, had very ferious intentions of reward- 
ing thck faithful friends of his family, when death, luckily for him, 
put a (lop to his jproje^). His fucceifor tried the experiment^ we know 
with what fucceisi 

aU 
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all probability, Charles, like his bigoted brother, would have 
been forced to end his days in exile. 

It is very furprifing, that in all Mr. Plowden's charges 
againft the Houfe of Stuart, for their ingratitude to their %ed^ 
lous friends, by indulging that unnatural propenfity of theirs, 
namely, •' their family paffion for rewarding their enemies", 
(p. 170}, he feems moft unaccountably to have forgotten, 
what a powerful check Parliaments have upon a King of Eng- 
land. Had he recollefled this circuraftance, he mull in can- 
dour have taken half the weight of ingratitude off of their 
(houlders, and laid it at the door of thefe affemblies; and, 
even in this cafe, to fuppofe our anceftors to have been fuch 
blockheads and drivellers, as not to have been able to diftin- 
guifli between their friends and their enemies, is a propoFition 
to which, notwithftanding ray very profound reverence for 
the great difcoveries of certain modern politicians, I cannot he 
brought to give ray affent. 

And, with refpeft to this writer's complaint (p. 166), " of 
-the unwarrantable praflice of moft of our Englifli authors, to 
brand the IriQi nation (i. e. the Catholics) with too hafty and 
. unneceflTary fubraiffion to the arms of CromweH", I am ready 
to clear theiii from this imputation. They fubinitted to Crom- 
"well from neceflity, as Irifti rebels muft ever be compelled to 
do, to a powerful Englifli army, commanded by an able arid 
exj)erienced General. And, with regard to his next com- 
plaint, againft what he is pleafed to call (p. 169) 

** the adulatory incenfe of gratitude thrown up to the (brine of 
Cromwell, for having reduced the only perftfveriitg nyalifts under 
his fubjcdUoD, which bids bold defiance to ailonifliment", 

namely, the aflertion of the late Lord Clare, 111 his Speech upon 
the Union, ** that it would have been an a6l of grofs injufUce 
on the part of the King to have overlooked the intcreft oF Ciora- 
weirs foldiers and adventurers, who had been put in pofleffion 
of the confifcaied lands in Ireland", I muft adrait '* that the 
condu£l of our anceftors would indeed have baffled all conjec- 
ture." (ibid.) If, on the reftauration of Charles the Second, they 
had difpoffefled of their lands, thofe foldiers and adventurers 
who had fought and bled for the prefer vat ion of Ireland to the 
Englifh crown, and given back their confifcated eflates to 
thole rebek, who had forfeited them by their treafons, and the 
objeft of whofe rebellions had been to root out the Englifli 
nation from Ireland. 

In a word, all the mcafures of fe verity towards the Irifli 
Catholics, purfued during this reign, look place in confe- 

quencc 
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quence of their rebellion ; and they were meafures of felf- 
prefervation, which the whole tenor of their condu£l, fince 
the reign of Elizabeth, bad rendered indifpenfable for the 
fafety of the Proteftants of Ireland, and the exiftence of the 
£ngli(h power in that country. 

That fome violence, as well as injuftice, took place in the 
proceedings of the Court of Claims, and in confequence of 
the Aft of Settlement, I freely admit ; but violence and in- 
juftice are infeparable from all contefts, in which the paflions 
of men are violently inflamed on both fides. m 

I am now arrived at the reign of James II. the only prince 
of the Houfe of Stuart, whofe errors Mr. Plowden (in Ipite of 
fome glofling fentences of condemnation) appears to exte- 
nuate*. 

As in the reign of this mifguided monarch the Catholics of 
Ireland were invefted with the whole adminifiration of Irifh 
government, it behoves me to examine, with fome attention^ 
the ufe they made of their political power. Mr. Plowden be- 
gins, by attempting f to difcredit Dr. Kinc's famous book, 
*• the Dtate of the Proteftants of Ireland under King James''; 
and this he clumfily endeavours to do, by quoung Dean 
Swift's opinion of the private charaSer of Mn Leflie, who 
wrote a book in anfwer to King's, which was fupprefTed on 
account of its fedition. Swift admits that Leflie was a good 
man confcientioufly miftaken, in refufing to take the oaths to 
King William. He fays, " Mr. Leflie was unhappily mif- . 
taken in his politics" ; and, had Mr. P. quoted Swift accu- 
rately, he would have added this fentencej : •' I deleft Mr. 
Lieflie*s politics as much as his Lordfliip (Burnet) can do from 
his heart; but I diftinguifli between the principles and the 
man". Until, therefore, fome better reafons than thofe of- 
fered by Mr. P. are produced againft Dr. King's book, I fliall 
conflder myfelf warranted in afluring my readers, that his 
work has been always efteemed moft authentic. 

The firft remarkable aft of James's government in Ireland, 
was to difplace the great Duke of Ormond, in order to pave 
the way for his bigoted favourite, Richard Talbot, afterwards 
createa Earl of Tyrconnel ; though the pretence was, that Or- 
mond's age and infirmities rendered him incapable of govern- 



* See paflim his Review of this reign. 

+ See bis note to p. 1-77. 

X See Swift's Preface to fiifliop Burnet's Introdu^ion. 
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ing. Before jbe refigned the fwbrd of iEbte, the Duke of Or- 
mond gave a dinner to his officers, at the royal hofpital near 
Dublin, a building which he had ere6led for old foldiers. Af-. 
, ter the cloth was removed, filling his glafs to the brim, and 
defiring his guefts to do the fame, he made them this fpeech* : 
** Look here, gentlemen, they fay at court that I am now be- 
come an old doating fool; you (ee my hand doth not (bake, 
not does my heart fail ; nor doubt but I will make fome of 
them fee their miftake"; and then gave the King's health. 

To return to the hiftorical review of this reign. Mr. Piow- 
den, after admitting *' that the army was filled with Catholic 
officers**, and he might have added men, the whole Proteflant 
militia raifed by Ormond having been difarmed, and Catholics 
embodied in their placet; *• the Bench filled with Catholic 
Judges", except three, who promifed to be fubfervient ; he 
might have adaed, that Porter, the Chancellor, was difplaced, 
and a Catholic, Sir N. Fitton, put into his place; a man, fays 
the author of Secret Confults and Intrigues, notorious on re- 
cord, having been convi61ed of 'forgery, and publicly ftigma- 
tized; '* the corporations filled with Catholic members'*; 
he might have added, Tyrconnel having terrified them into 
a furrender of their charters ; *' Catholic Sheriffs and Magif- 
trates appointed in all the counties"; he might alfo have 
added, who refufed to adminifter juilice to the Proteftants, 
and moreover harraffed them with every fpecies of vexatious 
tyranny. He might have informed his readers alfo, that the 
priefts ftirred up the Irifh not to pay tithes to the Proteflant 
clergy; that crown profecutions were commenced agaififl all 
Protefiants who had, m their convivial meetings, uttered any 
refledions upon James, while Duke of York : he might have 
told his readers, that the Papifls pretended an % univerfal dread 
of a maifacre; in confequence of which, all the Proteftants of 
Ireland were . difarmed, thofc of the North excepted, who 
were too fturdy to part with their arms; that the Privy Coun- 
cil was filled with Papifts, and fome lawyers of the outer bar 



♦ Secret ConfulU and Intrigues, p. 630, of State Trails, printed in 
1706, London, and Appendix^ p. 615. Ormond foon after died of 
a broken bearr. p 

+ Though they had bought their own arms; yet, when dcfircd to 
bring them in, they complied. See Harris, p. 189; Leiand, King, 

&C.&C. 

X This old trick was. played in the rebellion of 1798, when the 
Catholics afib^ied to dread being maifacred by the Orangemen* 

of 
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of that )>erruaCon advanced to that honour*. And then it 
was, and let it be had in perpetual remembrance by future in- 
novators on the IriOi conliitutionf, '* that moft of the traders, 
and others whofe fortunes could be eafily transferred, fled 
from a country in which they expelled a fpcedy elUblifbment 
of Popery, and a general tranfmutaticn of property,** 

Tyrconnel, and the Catholic government of Ireland, haviirg 
taken thefe violent and unjuflifiable meafures, then it was, ac- 
cording to Mr. Plowden, " that the Catholics, now feeling 
themfeTves fecure, at Uafi in the freedom of their religion^ 
prevailed on Tyrconnel to go to England, m order to brin^ 
over the King to their favourite meafure, of breaking through 
ihe A£l of Settlement". If this writer fpeaks the Icntiments 
of the Roman Catholics of Ireland, which I hope he does not, 
and if fucb meafures only could make their ancefiors feel fe- 
cure, at Uajl in the freedom of their religion, what opinion 
muft they now entertain of their fecurity, when, though every 
difablility incompatible with the fulled enjoyment of civil and 
religious liberty is happily removed, they as yet polFefs little 
ihare of the political power of the fiate, which is m the hands 
of a Proteftant government? 

Mis ftatement then, unfortunately for the caufe he fupports, 
amounts to this, that the Catholics of Ireland, having obtained 
into their hands the political power of the ftate, proceeded, 
with indecent X hafte, to make the Bench, the Privy Council, 
the Sheriffs and Maeiftrates, the corporations, and the army 
Catholic in all their branches; and that then, '^feeling them- 
felves fecure, at leaji in the freedom of their religion", inftead 
of flopping here, their next immediate obje£l was, to feize 
upon all the Proteftant property of that country, by breaking 
through the " Aft of Settlement", &c. Though Mr. Plow- 
den admits this lad faft, yet, as he has paffcd over the particu* 
Jars of the tranfaftion, currente calamo^ I muft entreat the 
attention of my readers to the account of this memorable pro. 



♦ All the fa^s here enumerated, and which were omitted in Mr. 
Plowden'g work, are ftated by Tindal, Mackenzie, Harris, King, Le- 
land, and by the writer of Secret Confults, &c. 

+ Sec Hift. Review, p. 178. This hiftorica! faft, which Mr. 
Plowden admits, is noeniioned by^verv writer of this jicriod of Liih 
Hflory: thoufands fled to England, and five hundred went to Nortji 
America and the Weft Indies. Secret Confulrs, Lel^nd, &c. &c. 

X '* Let my counfryrocn alone", faid the great Duke of Ormond, 
fpcaking of their precipitation, «* thi-y will ruin iheir own bufinefs." 
Secret Confults, p. 63 3* 

ceeding : 
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cecdinpr; a mcafure, by the bye, which thefe dutiful Foyaliffjr, 
who, by King James's account {p. 189), ** rammed that, ami 
many other things, down his throat," forced him to confent 
to. 

On the 7th of May, A. D. 1689, the Catholic Parliament 
met. The Popifli Bifliop of Clogher, the Caftle Secretary, 
wrote * circular letters to all the Sheriffs, with the writs of 
ele£lion, naming the perfons who were to be returned, and 
who were + elected accordingly. The $ firft AS of this Par- 
liament was a recognition of the King's title to the crown of 
Ireland. The next meafure was the mtroduftion of an Aft § 
for the Repeal of the A£ls of Settlement and Explanation; which 
they paffed through the Houfe of Commons in three days, with- 
out allowing one of the thoufand fufferers by it to appeal |j. 
D;-. Doppin^, the Bilhop of Meatb, boldly argued againft it, 
in. the HouTe of Lords, in vain. A ftrong remonftrance 
againft the cruelty and injuftice of the meafure was drawn up 
by Judge Keating, and prefented to James, by trhe Earl of 
Granard, in vain. 

This Aft of KepeaH contains, in the Preamble, a full julH- 
fication of the horrid rebellion of 1641. By this Aft, the 
eftates and properties of all perfons who were in rebellion, in 
Ireland, Scotland, or England, againft King James, on the 
firft ot Auguft, 1688, or xjoho had ** cor rejponded with rebels 

fince 



• The manner in which this Catholic Parliament wis •' packed", 
to ufe Mr. PlowHen's phrafci is, I believe, unexampled by any pro- 
ceeding ot the like kind, during any former or latter Proteftint Par- 
liament in Ireland. See Secret Conft>ltS> Dr. King, Harris, Tindal, 
Leland* 

t In this Parliament, there were but twelrre ProteOants in both 
Houfcs.; namely, fiv^e Lords, thre^ Bilhops, two members for the 
College, 4ind four Proteftant commooers returned fur other placet!. 
Harris, Leland, Dr. King. 

J Leland, p. 536; Harris, Book viii. p. 227; andKine. 

^ Sec Harris, p. 228; Leland. The Aa is given by Harris, in 
his. Appendix* 

II Ibid. ' 

¥ See Harris's remarks on the Preamble to this Bill, Book viii. 
p. 2Z9. 

•• ¥>y which claufe, fays Harris, almoft every Froteftant in the 
kingdom who could write had forfeited his cftate; for the pacqoeis 
l^ing conftantly between Dublin and London, .from Auguft to 
Mirch, 1689, few had friends in England or the North but cf>rfef- 
ponded with them. Every packet during that time was fearcbed, 

\- and 
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fmce that time, were forfeited ; and this A£l confifcated the 
inheritance where the pofTeifors were only tenants for life, 
and made them punifliable for wafte, after a pofleflion of above 
twenty years, under two Aftjs of Parliament. The perfonal 
properties of thofe who were abfent, were feized by the Ca- 
tholic commiffioners of the revenue for the King; and there 
is a provifion in the Aft, by which thofe who were in pbffef- 
fion as truftecs were bound, under fevere penalties, to make a 
full difclofure. Next was paffed, the celebrated Aft of At- 
tainder, in which * two thoufand four hundred and fixty-one 
Proteftancs, of both /exes, are attainted by name; amongft 
them, the Abfenteest, ufually riefident in Great Britain, unlefs- 
they manifefted their allegiance to James before the firft of 
Oftober next enfuing; which manifeftation of their allegiance 
would have made them traitors in England. This Aa alfo 
vefted in the crown the real and perfonal properties of all mi- 
nors, unlefs the term after they came of age they proved their 
loyalty ; and thefe loyal and dutiful fubjcBs alfo, in this Par- 
liament, limited their King's prerogative, by enaftihg, that all 
pardons not enrolled before the 30th of November, 1689, 
were null and void ; and further, that no letters patent for 
pardons (hould contain the name of more than one perfon. 

After this reciul, it is fcarcely worth mentioning, that the 
Proteflant Fellows and fcholars of Trinity College, Dublin, 
were difpoifefied; their plate, &c, &c. feized; and Friars and 
Jefuits put into their places; the provifions for the Proteflant 
clergy repealed, and their arrears cut off; that the bifhoprics 
were feized, and their revenues paid into the Exchequer; the 
Proteftants, of every clafs and rank, robbed with impunity by 



and vaft heaps of letters laid by, which were now produced iq evi- 
dence, in the Houfe of Commoiu« againft fuch as appeared on behalf 
of their abfcnt friends, Harris, p. 229 ; Ldand ; King"; Secret 
Confults, 

N, B. It was not till September, that the inrcniion of WiHiam*f 
dcfccnt upon England was generally known ; but any letter contain- 
ing remarks upon public affairs difpleafing to thofe in power, was evi- 
dence to prove rebellion againft the writer I! I 

♦ See Al5)cndix to Harris's Life of King WilHam. No. 34, where 
an alphabetical lift of the names of the perfons attainted is given, 
taken from the Aft of Attainder, in the Rolls' Office, in Ireland. 

+ See an authentic copy of the Aft of Attainder, taken frorti the 
Rolls' Office, in the Iriih Chancery, in the Appendix to Harris. 
No. 34. 

•^ tb« 
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" the Rapparces"; and that finally they were forbidden, on 
pain of death, to meet in any number exceeding two*. 

Can any one, therefore, who makes the fmalleft allowance 
for the feelings and paffions of human nature, wonder, that 
fuch of the Proteftants of Ireland who fcorned to follow the 
timid example of fo many thoufands of their countrymen, 
who fled from this profcription, but determined t " cou- 
rageoufly to abide the brunt'\ (hould have % ajfociattd for 
their defence againft fuch a government ? Can we wonder 
that the citizens of Derry Oiould have (hut their gates againft 
an armed rabble, who were not even clothed in the uniform 
of that King, who, in his memorable Declaration to his fub- 
jcfis of Ireland, told them, " that he had made it his chief 
concern to fatisfy the minds of his Proteftant fubjefts ; that 
the defence of their religion, privileges, and properties was 
equally his care with the recovery of his rights" ? Are we to 
make no allowances for the effea occafioned by the anony- 
mous letter § (whether true or falfe) which Lord Mount- 
Alexander received, of an intended maffacre ? Can we be . 
aflonifhed at its influence upon men, many of whom had 
efcaped from, and all of whom had heard of, the raaflacre in 
1641? Can we, at this' day ^ doubt, that the Proteftants of 
Ireland, who had witnefled the horrible cruelty of Marefchai 
Rofcn (a German officer in James's fervice) in collefting the 
inhabiunts, of all ages and each fex, of their faftion, as he 



^* Harris; Lcland; King; Mackenzie's Narrative. 

N. B. James eftablifhed a mint in Dublin, and another in Limerick. 
Bits of brafi, and broken bdls, and old iron, pots, and pans, and ket- 
tles, and pewter fpoons, &c. were colle^d; and, from every pound 
of thefe materials, siS^t four pence ^ pieces were coined, and circulated 
at the nominal value of five pounds, and were made currfent by pro- 
clamation f Sec Simon on Irifli Coins. 

+ See Apology for the Proteftants, State Trafts, vol. iiu p. ()^6. 

X In their oath of affociation (fee Harris, p. 195) they declare, that 
ihey only have armed in fclf-defence, to a^ in lubordination to the 
government of England, for the fecuricy of the Proteftant religion, 
ihcir lives, properties, and liberties; that they would admit none but 
Proteftants into thdr aflbciations; yet that they would defend even 
Papifts from violence, whilft they remained peaceable and qnier. The 
Irifti Proteftants have never been accofed or profeffing one objcft and 
ading opon another. The prefent Orangemen of Ireland are aflbci- 
aied upon the fame principles. 

$ Sec a copy of it in Harris, Appendix, No. 21 * 

called 
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called them, in the county of Londonderry, and driving them 
under the walls of a befieged town, where they were (laugh- 
tered by the fire on both fides ; and, when the Bifhop of 
Meath ventured to remonftrate to James, he replied, ** that * 
General Rofen was a foreigner, and ufed to fuch proceedings 
as were ftrange to his fubjefcls, but ufual in other places; and, 
if he had been his own fubje3, he would have called him to 
an account for it". Can we (I repeat it) at this day doubt ^ 
that the Proteftants of Ireland were fully jullifiable in refilling 
fuch a prince and fuch an army ? Had they tamely fubmitted 
to fuch a government, they would have been unworthy of that 
liberty which they obtained, and have tranfmitted to the people 
of Ireland. What, let me afk, what would have been the fitu- 
aiion of the Catholics of that country at this day, if the Pro- 
teftants of that age had not oppofcd James, and fupported the 
glorious Revolution of 1688 ? Let them then candidly ac- 
knowledge the terrors of their anceflors,and let their advocates 
ceafe to vihfy thofe who purchafed with their blood, the blef- 
fings of that free conftitution, of which they now fo largely 
participate. 

The only material argument in this chapter (if fuch a pofi- 
tion coming from a lawyer deferves the name) that remains 
to be' anfwered, is the following, % that the Proteftants of 
Ireland who declared for King William were rebels to their 
[awful King, and that the Catholics who adhered to Jamea 
were faithful loyalifts, and gQod and true fubjefls; becaufe, 
as he argues, though James abdicated the throne of England, 
he never did (until after the battle of the Boyne) abdicate the 
throne of Ireland: ergo, he was (p. 181) *' de juie el dejac- 
to,*'* King of that country. 

Before this lawyer, writing upon the affairs of Ireland, 
ventured to hazard fuch an affertion, it would have been pru- 
dent in him to have looked at an Irilh Aft of Parliament, 
palled in the reign of Henry Vllhjhll unrepealed^ and which 
he might have found in the firft volume of the Iriih Statutes, 
p. 176; by the perufal of which, he would have difcovered, 
that a King of England is declared to be in that right only 
King of Ireland, as united and knit to ihe crown of England ; 



• Harris, p. 210; fee the other writers alfo. 

+ I have met with many enlightened Catholic ^ntlemen of Ire- 
land, who have freely admitted the errors of their anceftors, and who 
have alfo lamented the milguided condu^i of fo many of their pcrfua- 
iion in 1798, 

X Hift. Review, p. 187, ct fcqucntes, 

1 and. 
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ihd, hii he reai as (ar at tl»JiconJji3ion of the faid A&^ hb 
/Vould have learned^ that it is alfo enaded, that if aide jperfon 
br perfons * re/Sahi Within the land of Ireland, iQiall, after the 
firft of July, 1542, by writing, or imprinting^ or anie exterior 
aft or deea, occafion difturbance of the King^s title, &c. he or 
thqr are guilty of high treafon, and Ihall fufFer death, forfeiti^re 
of lands, &c. &c. By this A£l, therefore, the people of Ire^ 
land, the mottient that James abdicated the throne of Enjgland^ 
and that the Convention-parliament chole William as his fuc- 
ceflbr, were abfblved fr'om their allegiance to James, anct 
'Were bound to King William; and Fitton, Neagle, and the 
other Catholic lawyers of that age» were fo fully aware of the 
forte of this faid ftatute of Henry VIII. that we find the firft 
A& of the Popiih Parliament of 1689 was a recognition of 
James'^ title to the crown of Ireland; a meafure which, but 
' for the exiftence of the faid flatute, would have been perfe£lly 
ufelefs. But thefe gentlemen, who underilood the laws of 
Ireland fomewhat better than Mr. Plowden, faw how defefiivef 
James's title to the crown of Ireland became, upon his abdi«> 
cation of that of England; and therefore they very ingeni« 
oufly reforted to this expedient to prop it, and to impofe upott 
the ignorant and the vulgar. 

If I rightly underftand Mr. Plowden's argument in this 
chapter, it maybe epitomized thus. The Roman Catholics 
of Ireland, in 1689, ^^^^ faithful fubje&s, and the Proteftanta 
were rebels; and the /aid rebels ^ having foiindly beaten the 
faid loyal fubjefis, forced them to rem)re all the lands d 
which they had deprived the faid rebels ^ by their a3s of re- 
peal and attainder; and that, ergo^ the defcendents of the faid 
rebels^ and all recent purchafers fince, hold lands in Ireland, 
to which the title is, that they were acquired by force of arms, 
under " a foreign invader , t or " revolutionary prince", 
fighting againil the lawful King of Ireland. 

Cefl le ton qui fait la mofiqae. 
Let us pafs on, then, to the reign of this " foreign invader*^ 
this ** revolutionary prince*', the great King William, of im- 



* As Mr. Plowden wrote his book in this country, his friends 
need not be alarmed for hit fafety. If he (hould think proper toprint> 
a cheap edition of his work in Ireland, it might be pirttdcnt to omit 
tbit Um argmeni^ 

.+ So King Willtam is ftyled, in pp. 186 and 19a of this Hiftoriqal 
Review, vol. i. In Ireland^ a Catholic writer has lately iiyled him, a 
'Dutch invader I 

£ morul 
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^onAtattooty; '' * Atmok iUvftrieds beneEafior of £ur 
rope; wbo, having been made StadtboMer of Holland for thit 
'falvauon of his own country, was foon after made jCiny of 
-England for the deliverance of our's." 

The onty obfervations made in ibis cbaptex worth noticing 
.are, firft, " that it appears to have been the fyfteroatic policy 
4if England, in this reign, to extinguifli the very idea of an 
.independent legtflature in Ireland". If that were the caC^, 
Mr. Plowden gives no very ftrong proof of the fuccefs of this 
.objeQ, in pages 198, fioo, where we find the Irifli Houfies of 
'Farltament rejeCling with indigoation a mpney-bill, which l^ 
-not originated with them* but had been tranfmitted from £ng- 
land» Upon this occafion,. Mr. Molyaeux publiQied his fa- 
moiu book« which the Commons of England took uf with fo 
high an hand. I Ihall not now difcufs tne merits of^this con- 
troverfy, or advert to the fiibfequent flru^les between the 
Parliaments of both countries, of which it laid the foundation. 
Mr. Molyoeux waft the f rA champion for *' briih itidepea- 
•dence'*; that t independent dependency, that dr^im of power, 
-** that anomaly in politics"^' the fource of eternal j^ouGes 
^between the two kingdoms^ and containing the feeds of dis- 
union, now happily deftroyed by the incoiporation of the l^ 
•giflatiires. 

'■ (P. 198.) *' In no one fenfe did the Revolution.of i688 

dpen to Ireland any of thofe confiitutiooal bleffiogs which 

* were expeded* ', &c. is Mr« Plowden's next obfervation^ The 

Revolutioa of 1688 delivered that kingdom from arbitnuy 

power, and gave to its inhabitants all the civil privile^ of 

■ our fpee conttitution. That it ^ ** (hut the Catholics out of 

the field of politics", as Mr. Plowden expreflcs it, is not to be 

wondered at, confidering the temper of mois' minds, both in 

. Englatjd and Ireland, at that time, the violence of parties, and 

the ufe which the Irifli Catholics had made of their (hortrlived 

power during the reign of Jaracs; nay, I am of opinion, that 

•candid men may have reafon to wonder at the moderation 



♦ Mackintofli's Defence of Peltier. 

f Ptet ions to 1782, the Irffli Parliaments couM do llale mote than 
regifter the ads of the Brittfli mintftry. Since that period, weie their 
' powers, except for local legiflatien, much more extenfive} 

X Hift. Review, p. 198. It deferves to be lenailBed, that, whilft 
the Irifli Catholics weic flmt oat of tint field, tbey neier venloifd inm 
' thefiddofhatrie. 

of 
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t>tt))e triumphant party m the latter kingdom*, (Appcii^ixi 
*l(x IX. to (ectma Part.) 

Let us proceed to the reign of Queen Anne, the bft m^ 
narch of that houfe of Stuart to which Mr. Plowdjim feems Ml 
have fuch a violent eninity. And here I muft nemark, that I 
clAnoC fee eirter the prudence or the policy of giving fo ,tni- 
nute t a detail (accompanied by bis owp and Mr. Burke's io- 
•vere animadverfions^of the old code of penal laws againft (he 
Irifh Catholics. If nis obje3 be td conciliate the prefent nice 
of that perfuafion, by an exaggerated picSbjire of the fufiPenngs 
'of their anceftors, I apprehend he will be very unfuccefsfu). 
If, by mforrping them, that their ioyal progenitors were'difppf- 
'fefled of their jproperties, for adhering to their latvful King, 
.?gainft r^bds^ headed by a " foreign invader", he hopes to 
perfuad^ them not xq attempt to diilurb the prefent PrpteflaQt 
nofTeiibrs of lands in IreUad, I fear he will not fucceed. ^f 
he flatters himfeif, that by informing an irrita^ble peoplf^ 
|[p. 205) ^^ that it has been the late of their country to exp«- 
nence more harfhnefs from the Engltft government ^han any 
'other part of the ehnpire", he has taken the^beft mode of re- 
conciling them to the Union, " which is the primary objefi 6f 
his publication"; bow lamentable it is to reflefl, that thefeex- 
<;ellent intentions are fp likely to be difappointed! 



♦ The petal AB$ of this rcign againft tbe Irifli CathpIJcs wei^. 
** an Aft to reftrain foreign Education", 7th William, chap. 4; 

" an A^ for better fecttring the Goverunnent, by difarming Papifts'% 
7 WilL ehap, r ; »< an Ad for bamjb'mg all Papifts exer cifi^g any ec« 

-clofiaaical jfunidiaion", 9 Will, chap, i* 

{N> 6. In Kin^ WiUiam's reign, feventh jrear, an Ad was pafled» 

•iPlftKeaway tbe wru de heretko cqmburendot revived by the Catholic Par* 

. liaipent of J ames II. fo that the Proteftant Parliament of Ireland in this 
feign was content with ianj/bhig friefts only. The Catholic Irifh Parlia- 
ment, which preced«fd» thought it the heft policy to burH all berftksij 
•* An Aft to prevent Proteftant Heireffcs marrying Papifts**, the pe- 
nalty, forfeiture of prc^rty to the next of kin, o Will, cfcap, "55 

/• An Aft to prevent PafHfts being 6olleiton% 10 Will»cfaap« i j« 

In the ninth year of this reign, «* an Aft paiied for the Coiifimia*. 
tion of the Articles of Limenck", and to reftofe tbqfe to their lands 
who liad been difpoffefllMi contrary to them. 

Contrail thefe Afts with thofe in our own Statute Book> pafled in 
King Willum's rekn, and not introduced kico Ireland until the next 
~ leien, when the reffielk machinations of tftfe liifli Catholici OMde Ihem 
ifldkptnftiblc. 

f Althoueh he profcffes to avoid the fubjeft. . - 

£ 2 Why 
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Wby dits peqyQtual recurrence to old grievancet aind di&tbU 
Kties long fince removed f The gratitude which fliould be. 
fck by the prefent generation of Roman Catholics at the repeal 
«f the Popery Laws, ought to have obliterated all remem- 
brance of the preflure of them upon their forefathers. 

** The Penal Laws", faid the late Lord Clare in hit Speech in the 
Trifh Houfe of Lords in 1793* *' enabled in this country to abridge 
the power and infliience of the old Iri(h Catholics, was a codeforodL 
vpon the Partiameiit of Ireland by hard neceffity ; a code, which was , 
dieted by feif-defence and felf-prefervaiion, and has from time to 
time been relaxed with an open and unfufpeding liberality, which has 
b^n but iU- requited by that body of men who have profited by it.-^ 
A codit to which I do not fcruple to fay, Ireland ftanas indebted, in a 

Cit meafure, for her internal tranquillity during the tail century, 
modern philofophcrs and mathematicians who exclaim againft this 
. code as ibbverting the immutable principles of fentiment and frater- 
nity, and the imprefcriptable tights of man, condefcend to look at the 
fituation of the Proteftant fettlers in Ireland at the Revolution. They 
ivere a colony fettled in an rnf my's country, which had been rednciBd 
by the fword to a fuUen and refra^ory all^iance* In numbers thqr 
did not make np,oo<^ foorth of the inhabitants; the ejtperience of a 
.century had proved, that' from an oppofition of laws^ cuftoms, in- 
ti^refts, and religion^ the natives of the country, had contrad)ed a rooted 
and incurable averfion to them : they could not therefore ftand their 
ground, unlefs by difarmtng the enemies who furroimded them, and 
by cultivating the confidence and aficd^ion of the firitifh nation ; 
when I talk of difarming their enemies, I do mean ftripping them of 
oScnfive weapons, if permanent tranquillity was their object, it was 

eflential to difarm the natives of Ireland of all political power*/' 

• < . %. 

I (ball not quote the remainder of this page in Lord Clare'j 
•Speech, becaiwe \ do not prefume, in any part of thefc 
*• Striftures** to difcuft the policy of admitting Roman €»- 
-thoiics to a fuller participation of the political powers of the 
ilate ; I leave it to more praftifed politicians to determine 
whether any conceflions, (hort of a domineering political in- 
fluence, ana the eftablifhment of a fplendid hierarchy, can fully 
fatisfy all clalFes of that perfuafion in Ireland. My obje£l here, 
\% to refute Mr. Plowden's erroneous pofuions, to corre£l hif 
miftat^mems, /(7./t^/;^ AtJ Qmiffions^ and to give my rea^ 
ders the little iniormation I have coIIe£led of the caules and 
the objeds of the different rebellions in Ireland. To follow 
Mr. Plowden, page by page, through all his mJftatements in 
his hiflorical iketches of the following reigns, it would be ne- 

* Lord Clare*s Speech on the fecond reading of the Bill for the re- 
lief of bis Majefty's Roman Catholic fubjeds^ March 13, 1793* 

p-'> _ 

ceuary 
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<«8krv to write a work is voluminout and doll as his 6wft $ 
i muft content my felf with felefiing the moft prominent mif. 
Mprefentations* 

I (ball therefore difmifs the code of Irilh penal laws by ob« 
lerving, that the difabiKties impofed upon Roman CathoKcsr 
by the Parliaments of our country, dunng the reign of King 
William, were more extenfive than thofe ena6led againft the 
people of that communion by the Parliaments of Ireland* 
where their numbers and intrigues made them fo much more 
formidable ; that thedifabiiities infli£led upon the Irifli Catho« 
ttcs by the Irifli legiflature in Queen Anne's reign, were im« 
pofed upon the Englifli Catholics daring King .William's, 
the Parliaments of which period compdl^ them, in many 
inllances, to pay dombU taxes^ a meaiure never adopted in 
Ireland. I muft alfo obfcrve, that the Irifli penal ilatutes are 
nioftly tranfcripts of the EngliOi ones againft the Catholics ; 
and let it alfo be rtmembertd^ that the cooe of Irifli penal laws 
ef Anne's reign was not ena3ed in Ireland, until after her 
sninifters had refufed to li&en to a propofition made by the 
Irifli Houfeof Lords, '^ to promote luch an union with Eng- 
land, as may qualify the ftates of Ireland to be reprefented 
there*". Mr. Plowden, in his work, has thought proper to 
recite all thefe penal laws, and to give his readers bis own re- 
flexions upon them, in the pages which precede the one in 
which he notices this unfuccefsful propofition for an union, 
fo attentive is he to chronological arrangement in his quartos. 

We come now to the reign of George the Firft (Hift. Re- 
Ttew, p. «4o) *• when", according to Mr. Plowden's work, 
** Catholic Ireland was the only part of the Britifli empire for 
which government feh fecure, although malice may have been 
faturated in calumniating the Irijh nation^ it has (perhaps acci* 
dentally) efcaped even Uie charge of Rebellion in 1713". I 
admit that there was no rebellion in Ireland in 17x51 this 
Mr. Plowden attributes to the loyaltv of the Irifli Catholics to 
the Hanover fucceffion ; but, from the Journals of the Houfo 
of Commons of Ireland, third volume. Appendix xiv. laft edi« 
tiouj we may learn, that at the breaking out of the Rebellion in 
Scotland in that year, there were in Ireland feven regiments 
of cavalry, of from fix to nine troops each re^ment, and 
twenty-three rcgimeuts of infantry of ten companies each, all 
FroteUants or Engliflimen. We need not therefore won jer. 



* JoDmal of die Hoafe of Lordf« toL H. Alio t^ 

that 
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that the public ind'fccnt fmndft of the Prefecn^r ** thought 
fit to ekange die fcene of adioit" ; and tbofe who know Iwt-- 
land at this da^,will not be much furprized at the '' calm which 
it then'enioyod". Wc find alfotheutttaoft diligence conftantly 
employed to maintain and recruit this army. Otie of the 
Mtlons; perhaps, vrhv Scotland was chofen as the fcene^f 
aEiion, wa», becaufe tnat countr]^wa$ deflitute of troops; and« 
kl coofequence, George the Firft was obliged to lAe from 
Ireland* two Regiments of .draj^oons, and ten regiiiieats of in- 
fantry, *to dppofe this Scottifh tnfurre£iion ; which force, the 
]ri(h PaHialttent inftantly replaced by the + levy of five regi- 
tiiehtsof dragoons, and eight regiments of (bot, all completed 
to the war eftabliihment ; nor did the Irtfh government even 
then feel itfdf fo fecurc as Mr. Plowden neprefems.- for they 
addreifed the Kii^g for a fupply of X ten thoufand Hand of atmi 
with a proportionable quantity of ammunition ; akid as a fur« 
tber feeurity^ they augmented the ^ militia ; and upon a retUcQ 
made afterwards to the Houfe of CommorM *by the cov^m 
Mffioners of array, we find that tlie Irifli militia (including 
what are called iMependem companies) atnoiinted to the fol^ 
lowing number: ||iFor Leinfter, ftxteen regiments of dra* 
goons, fourteen regiments of foot ; for Cotinaught, twelve 
reffiments of dragoons, three regiments of foot ; and for 
Uiikir and Munfier, forty regiments of cavalry, and twenty* 
two regiments of foot ; and we find that fome of the regi'» 
snents of dragoons confifted pf nine troops, and one of the 
foot (Tyrone) of (ixteen companies: an incredible force, 
had we not fuch evidence as the Journals of the Houro 
of Commons. We cannot therefore be much furprized, 
tfeat the governmerit of Ireland felt fecurc, or that ** the 
traitorous enemies of the king were difcouraged by thett 
^aHy kndjliady zeal for the Proteftant fucccflioft" ; an4 
in the fame third volume of the Commons' Jouriml of lie* 
tend, are fe\'eral addreffes to the juflices, requiring them 16 
^fier rewards for the difcovery of fuch Papifts as (hould enlift 
in thefe'rtew levies, fo that we are at no lofs to determine o( 
what perfuflfion of religi^ thdTe ^roops were { that, aotwitht 



• Irifli Commomi' Journals, vol, iii! Appc^idix, p. I j, third editiott^ 
" f Ibid. Tec the lift of thcfe new rcgtmeiiTs, Appendr)t, p. xxtix. 

t Ibid, p. 41. aafwcr of Lords-Joittces to Addrefsof the Houfe. 

i Ibid, p. lo. , 

g Commons' Joaraal of Ireland^ Appendix, p.clxiit. third vol. 
IStory in his Hiftory writes, th^ the Froicftarit militia' <of Ireland 
l^apuntcd to 4O4OOO meii, in the x^ign of l^ing Wiltiaixi; 
'3 flanding 
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ftrnding thefe jprecautiozis, the caufe of the Pretender cli4 
-derive feme amftsmce from " Cathdic Ireland", is evideni 
ftidiii the following paragraph in the addrefs of the 23d 
cf January, 1716*. " Your faithfal Commons do there- 
fore humbly beg leave to acquaint your Majefiy, ihat fooa 
after the meeting of the late Parliament in this kingdom* 
the then Houfe of Commons received information, that 
ixmny Iriih PapHls had been and continued daily to beihipped 
off from Dublin and other ports, for the fervjce of the Pre« 
tender". But the "Irilh Houf<s of Commons, not -content 
alone vfith arraying this Very + large army, took further pre- 
cautions ; for, in an anfwer from the Lords- Jufiices to xh6 
addrefs of the Houfe brought up by Mr. Secretary Bladen^ 
I find the following paragraph: " upon the firft intelligence 
we had of the Pretender landing in North Britain, we du-efit 
ed that circular letters (heuld be written to the iheri6s> ma^v 
giftrates, &c. Requiring them, at th« fame tim^ ftriftly to cxe* 
cute the laws' agsnnll rapills, and to fecure, not only the arms 
and ferviceable horfes, but like wife the perfons of fuch as they 
had juft reafons to fufpefi;, taking ear^ to proceed thereia ac- 
cordmgto \diW^and as has been ufually praQiftd in likeeajes 
of danger*\ Becaufe, therefore, the circumfpefiicm andadi- 
vity of a very vigilant government prevented any Tnotions 
of rebellioni are we to infer (in contsadi61bn to fuch evi^ 
dences of precaution) that no difpoTition towards it then exi- 
ifted in Ireland ? Is it, let me aflc,^ reconeileable to comitoon 
fenfe, that Parliament after Parliament ,and Viceroy after Vi<«w 
toy, fliould have ftyled the Irifh Catholics of that day '^ the 
common enemy", if their conduft had been fo loyal, dnttfel, 
and unequivocal, as this writer choofes to reprefent it ? Why 
do we not find the fame precautions taken againfl that *' Olt^ 
verian party" (I prefume he m^ans the IriOi Diflenters) which, 
in the reign immediatety preceding, he rtprefents having cre- 
ated fuch dread and alarm, as to caufe the Irifli Hcuife: of 



* They voted the Eari of Anncfley, whom they fuppofed 10 the 
intexeft of the Preten^ler by conniving at this emigration. ^ an eremy 
to his Majefty'^ and he was removed from bis office of Vice-Treafurir 
joi Ireland. 

t Oinranceftonleeaitohayebe^of opinion, that a large nilitarf 
force (upon which they coold rely) and con^nt vigilance were ths 
Yurcft modes of keephi^ down the difaffcdled party in Ireland \ if we 
are to jndge of the policy by i» tecefs, they were not fuch block- 
heads as Mr. Plowdcn feems to think them, viz. ** if (h^ conduct of 
otur anc^A did nbt baffle aUcoojeHare''^ and facb other expreflions. 

Lords 
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Lords to petition tbe Queen, for sin union of tKe two ki»^. 
doms. Surely Tuch minatements of fa£ls, and fuch incpa-* 
lifient dedu3ions from tbem, cap only impofe uponthe moft 
ftupid and prejudice4. 

I tneet a ftriking inflance of tbU inconfif^cnt deduQion ia 
p. 2^1 of tbl» (ketch of George the Firft's reign ; after men-r 
tioning, that the Lord-Lieutenant had given the royal aflent 
to an Ad, ** to exempt Protefiant Diflenters from ceruii^ 
penalties'*, he gives ap extra3 pf the Speech of the Duke of 
Grafton, on putting an end to the feOlon. 

«^ The advanced feafon of the year makes it neceflary for roe to pat 
90 end to the feflion, that yon may have an oppon unity io take cart 9f 
the fuhffc feuce in your fcveral couhties, and to keep a vigilant cya 
over ihoje moho hove a d^gn to difiurh it; but of this yoii will have left 
occaiion to be apprehenfive, if you (hall pfe your beft endeavours to 
cuhivate that, which will be your beft fecqrity againft all foreign and 
d&mtfik mtmiesf and which, tor that rea/o/t, I muft in a f pedal manner . 
vcconuneRd to yon in the words of oiie of thofe excellent Bills pafled 
this day, I mean an union in intercfis and afie6tion amohgft all his 
Majefty's fabjeas*" 

He then accufes the Duke of Grafton of having intended, 
by thefe expreflions, to give the Catholics hopes, becaufe they 
had fliQwn no fymptoms of infurrefiion, when Alberoni's ex- 
pedition againft England, o{ ^x tkoufand men, had been d\U 
perfed by a ftorm off Cape Finifterre; and becaufe they 
had remained tranquil at a time, when the (landing * army ot 
Ireland was increafed to^en regiments of cavalry, and twenty 
<A infantry of the line, befides the militia. ** The people , 
fays Mr. P. '^ read what they never experienced, and fmarted 
under what they never read". Now, who were the domejli^ 
enemies that the Duke advifed the members to h^yc a vigilant 

2c over ? And who were thofe likely to difturb the peace of 
eir counties, for which reafon he put an end to. the feflion ? 
And, upon reference to thcj preamble of the AS, to whicji his 
Grace alluded, viz. theA6l exempting Protefiant Diflenters 
from certain penalties, I find thefe words : '* whereas, the 
j^nnting fome eafe and indulgence to the Protefiant Diflenters 
IP theexercife of religion, may be ^p e{{e£lu^l me^n^ to unite 
ills Majefiy's Protejianifubjefis \n intereft and affeftion". It 
is evident, therefore, froin the Duke of Graftoq's adverting to 
the preamble of the flatnte, that he alluded to all his Majefiy^ 
.Protefiant fubjefis ; and that he did not hold out any ho|)es to 
t',the common enemy'', as we find the Papifts then (lyled. 1 



t SceCoinfn.Joiirii, Irf]aQd*Tolfiii.App,cxai# > 
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flmiild not perliaps have noticed this circuinfiaiice, had I not 
confidered fuch an unfounded charge of duplicity againft 2^ 
former Chief-Governor, to be at this day dangerous and irri« 
tating. This writer's inaccuracies may be inadvertent, but in 
my opinion his Hifiory (not of but) Jor Ireland, is calculated 
to do infinite mifchief among that clafs of IriQi, to whofd 
prejudices it is written, and whofe errors it is fo calculated to 
confirm. 

Inia*few pages further, we meet a charge avainft an IriQi 
Houfe of Commons and a Viceroy, of the molt horrible na-» 
ture ; in fupport of which, this gentleman has not quoted one 
tittle of evidence. I have fearched the Irifli Commons* 
Journals with the greateft care,* and can find no traces of fuch 
a clauft i as be mentions in the Bill, to prevent the growth of 
Popery ; nay, the very aflertion that Mr. Plowden makes, that 
it was neceflary for Cardinal Fleury to intercede, with Mr. 
Walpole to expunge this claufe, is alone a fufficient proof, that, 
the whole charge has been the offspring of that ** inventive 
acrimony" which then rankled, and at this dav rankles, in the 
breafis of the Iriih priefis againft the Proteftant government 
of Ireland. That a gentleman of Mr. Plowden s education 
and profeffion (hould have given credit to fuch a calumny 
againft the Iri(h Parliament and EngliQi cabinet, and have 
propagated it in his book, would have given m^ as much fur* 
prize as it does concern, were I not aware,. that fuch is the 

£artiality of mankind to fet up that intereft which they once 
ave efpoufed, that they will attempt to do it, though it be to 
the prejudice of decency and common jufiice. 

I (ball pafs over the fubjefl of Wood's coinage, that ruinous 
proje3, which in this reign caufed fuch a ferment in Ireland* 
and which was defeated by the fatire of Swift's pen. Swift 
was a true patriot ; he had the intercils of Ireland more sit 



* Hiftorical Review, pp. 2539 2^:4, wherein he aflerts, that the 
liOrd.IieBtenanc (Dake of Grafton) f«<»»ri»Mr<^i/ to the Irifli Houfe 
of Commons to bring in a Bill, or clanAr in a Bill, for eaftratmg Vfttf 
Fopilh clergyman in Ireland ; that this Bill pafled the Hoafe unattU 
wnjlj^'^^%tnmjmitted Co England, and by the interceflion of Cardi- 
nal FIcnry with Mr. Walpole was not returned to the Irilh Houfe, to 
their great mortification and difcontent. 

t Hift, Review, vol. iii. p. 346; where Doftor Trotter reports to 
ihe Houfe the refoluttoi^s of the committee, &c. &c. fee alfo p. 36$^ 
vol. iii. by which it appears, that the fpeech of the Duke, which 
Mr. P. applies to thii mufi about the priefts, refers to the ivboUBUl tq 
pfevent the growth of Popery, which the Lord-Lieutenant had recom- 
ipep4e4 at th^ beginning of the fefliou to th^ HoMfe, 

b^^Mft, 
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heart, ini nnicrftc^ them better than uiy of his cistempotal 
ries : and if in choTe twenty volumes that he has left to poftew 
rity (which are the ftandarci of a pure ftyle, and which ai« un* 
rivalled in wit) if in any one of hk political trafis contained 
Jfithetti, Mr. P* can produced fingle pafiage in tefthnionyof 
the unequivocal * loyalty of the Irilh Catholics of chat day lo 
the Houfe of Hanover, I fliall be fiitisfied, diat his. reprefema^ 

. tions opon that fubje6l fliould pafs as incontrovertible, 
' I proceed to the reign of George II. Upon the acceffipn of 
hi» late Majefty, Mr. Plowden iti Forms us, the I rib Quho^ 
)i<^s prefented an addrefs of congratulation upon the occafioa 
If p. 264, 265) " but it was received with filcnt contempt" ; for 
which faft he gives us no authority but bif ovirn aiferttoa ; 
tnd this addrefs, he admits, *' was not carried without a con* 
liderable divifion of the Catholic body'* ; fucb wasthetr una^ 
nimity in giving this formal profefiion of loyaity I Mr. Plow* 
Atn goes on, ** the fevere ordeal which Catholic loyalty had 
l^affed during the reign of George the Fir ft, had, it feems, h 
far blunted the edge of calumny, that public vituperation 
%as no longer prudent*'. I am no friend to vituperatioii { 
for, I think, meafures of precaution may be taken againft atty 
difaffe6kd party in any Aate, without having recourfeto irci^ 
fating epithets. The Irifli Houfe of Commons, which fat 
after the acceflion of George the Second, Teems to have beet 
of this opinion. I find Lord Carteret, in his fpeech ti^on 
lopening the feffion in November, 1727, recommending to the 
tnertibers to " enforce the execution of the laws for the fafety 
of the public, and the preventing popifh priefts and r^lars 
from coming into the kingdomt" : and I find the Commons 

-thanking the Lord* Lieutenant for exprefTing his Majefty's iw. 
tention of fending bsKrk the troops upon the Irilh e(l2A>l)fii<. 

^ent ; and for bis own precautionary meaiiires to difeppoim 

all X the King's enemies. It appears, therefore, that at the 



♦ Sec that admirable piece of humoDt by Dean 9w!fr, entitled " the 
lloman Ciilholics' Heafons for repealing the Teft**; in which with 
inimitable irony, he pretends to jaftify their ofier of the kingdom of 
Ireland to the Duke of Lorrain, whilft Chaiies the Second was in 
'exile. Swift dcclarca, that the indrament which was drawn ap upon 
Jthis occsfion by. the Irilh Catholics, was proved a^ainft them by rri- 
xsk^t fioyle, who prodticed the original to the Conncil Board. See 
/|]ib DoAor Kitig'i Itate of the Protefhints of Ireland, p. 40, editioii 
pf 16512, where this faft is corroborated. 

+ Sec vol. iii. Iriflx Comm. Jonrnals, pp. 464, 467. 

I Thecxprcffion, ** common cn^mj'\ ifras then for the firt tims 

com* 
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comAeftibemaH of the late reigi>, the Irtfii gdrernmem ooo^ 

uniied tb« fyfleoi of unabatiui^ vigilance, and wifely ab^a-^ 

doned the.fyflem of '' vituperation' . . , 

. Throughout every part of this wdrk, at far aa I have hitherto 

H^oe, I find this writer confifienc in feleditif^ fuch topics at 

ai» imprudent and irriutiog. " However grievous", he ^ 

fu:ye$» ** were the penal laws ii^pofed upon the C^tholice^ 

d^iring the reigns of £iizaheth and Aniie^ it is bi)it juilioe ta 

alk>w, that none of them bad derived than at the. cicSiif6 

fr^nthift' (Hift. Review, p. 263). Upon a refcrenije to the 

fecond volume of the Irifh Commons' JoumaJ, p. 330,.! fiodA 

that in the reign of King WiUiam the Houfe of Goramons qf 

Ireland came uilaniraouily to the . following refolution : *' ro» 

folved, aem. coi). that the excluding oi rapifis from having 

VOies /or eleding any members to fefve in Parliament, is ne« 

ceffiiry to be niade inito a law*' ; the next refolucion pafTed wju^ 

** that fome farther oath, befides that of fidelity, wasabfoiatdfjr 

Meceflary" ; and the laft was, '* that an oath, teaouncing the 

p^pal aiMfaority 10 MtJ kiogdoro, is neceflary for the peace aod 

i|iiC6t thereof"; acominittee was accordingly ftruck,wfaicb,upoa 

the fii^fl of peeember SoUowing, brought up their report of tht 

l»w» tben in exifi^nCo 9g*it)& Papills ; and amodgil tbeot I find^ 

V that by the. *' new rulmiDade in pur fuance, and by virtue of^ 

the Afiaof SettkniAot a«d £xpia3ation'% n<> perfonis capi^Ie 

of ft£iifig as Mayor, Sovereign, Bur^tfs^ or holding any em4 

ployaBent in aay corporation or walled town in^the kingdonti 

wkhout taking the oath, ^2 do. Elizabethet iv e. the oathctf 

jiipremacy, aad the oath of allegi^iHceh 

Upon the acceflion of Qtieen Ann^, I find a Bill to prevent 
the growth of Popery, paifed in the fecood year of her reign i 
aj«d,by the 14th fe&oit, '* for the preventing PapilU having 
it in their power Uk breed dilT^l^ntions eiraong^ Proceilaims^ by 
voting at eleflions^f Members of Parliament", I find theal 
re^inred to take the oaths. of allegiance and abjuration ; whii^h, 
from this presimble to the 14th fe£licni, feems to have been aai 
expedient devifed to exclude them all together from voting ^ 
Mod, upoxi a rofer^ce tp the fecofid volume of the Irifl^ 



^ .This continaed to be the oath of fopremacy \a Ire1and4 in tht% 
idttiHiyi new oatK of fopremacy was appointed by 3 WiH. an* 
Mary z. . ' 

- -f Theft *• new raltt* are to be found in the third volame of tha 
{Tiflilhmit0B» from p. 197 to p. 23$ ; they were made in the idgn ol 
Charles the Second, and contmaed^ be ^^ l^ws of that land an^ 
t|ie rcpqd of thp popcqr code^ . 

- ^ouniala^ 
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Jbarnals, p. 6«ft, I find, that upon the petition of a Mr. CoSe- 
agatnfi a Mr. Cole» complaining of an undue eleftion for tke 
borough of Iriflitown, tne right of Papifis to vote came ia 

3uefti6n, and was decided againft them; by this decifioa^ 
^irty-fix Papifis who had ♦offered to vote for Mr. Cuflfe were 
not allowed as good votes ; and Mr. Cole, who hac^ been re* 
.mrned by the Portreeve, as having the majority of Proteftant 
votes, kept his feat ; and from the report of the committee^ 
of the evidence upon this petition prefented to the HooCe, 
June 22, 1709, it appears, that the petitioner's own clerk de- 
clared, ^ that he believes Papifis voted formerly, but not of 
late years" ; another witnefs fwears, ** that Paptfts had been 
excluded fince King James's time" ; nor could the petitioner's 
counfel produce aqy evidence, that they had been ever fuffer^ 
ed to vote fince tne Revolution ; which they furely wouM 
have done, could they have found a precedent ; nor is there 
to entry on the Irilh Journal to prove their right of voting. 

This Aa, therefore, " the firft of .George II. chap. 9, for 
shebeuer regulating the return of members to ferve in Parli&* 
nient", did not _fir^ deprive the Catholics of the ek3ive 
Jranchift^ or as Mr. Plowden elegantly expreffes it, Hift. Re- 
view, p. ft69, *• brujked off four fifths of the people dr Ire. 
land from any reprefenution in Parliament" ; the feventh fee* 
tiont therefore of this Ad, which commences with the ex* 
preflions, •* for the better preventing Papifis from voting", 
&c. &ems to be a recognition or continuation of what had 
been the law fince the Revolution^ and which it was of courfe 
neceflary to take notice of, in a new Bill for regulating the 
eledions of Members of Parliament. 

. Mr. Plowden in this part of his work complaiiis grievoufly* 
Ifaat j: " EngliOi intereft ' had fuch a fway in the government 
of Ireland during .this reign. It appears to me, however, to 
have been infeparable from the nature of that connexion, 
iM^hich then fubfified between the countries ; and, from the 
|»refent incorporation, it muft become more and more predo* 
minant : and I trufi, that this Englrih intereft will never \oU fight 
of Ireland; becauf« I amapprehenfive, that at this day, as well 



' * N.B. The Portreeve refufed to tske their votes at the huftio£S| 
but took down their names* Hill. Revie^r, p, 269. 
. f There is no other proof* except Mr. Flowden'saflertioo, that this 
feventh fe^ion was introduced into the Bill witboat no|ice« debUCa or 
fouudl; 1 prefume be meant coiist/el. 
^ Hift. Review, p. 26^, et ftqqeatcs, 

' i ' a» 
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ms in the reign of George the Second, iliere. lure But loo mai^ 
of the Irifli people, who '* would not be very forward in fup^ 
porting fuch foreign afcendancy, whether ErtgUfti or Pro*, 
teftant ' : and yet upon this afcendancy, whether Proteftant 
or £ngli(h (I am inclined to think them kifeparable) the coa^ 
neftion which has hitherto fubfifled between the couni^ 
tries has dependied ;, for, I trufi, I have fatisfa£lorily proved 
that thofe who have been forward in oppoHng thisjoreignl 
arcendancy, have fyilematically availed themfeives of every 
chance of dilTolvins that co&nexion, whenever the internal! 
diftraflions of £ngTand> or the preiTure of foreign war pre* 
fented an opportunity, which was likely to offer them a prot 
pe£l of fuccefs. It is a memorable fafl^ however, that front 
4he reign of Queen Anne to the acceflion of our prefent Mow 
narch, though Ireland laboured under every difadvantage from 
a limited traide, or fcarcely auy trade ; though ihe was ruled^ 
by a Parliament, whofe powers were circumfcribed ; neve]?#> 
thelefs, that kingdom was kept in tranquillity by iAai foreign 
ufundancy^ or at lead its difcontents never ripened into a fpr- 
midable rebellion : and, although during the period I have 
alluded to, England was almoii conftantly involved in warj^ 
wherein fhe was often deferred by fortune; nevertheleft, 
Ireland, upon* three memorable occafions, was enabled to 
lend her Handing army to Great Britain for her defence, and 
never once during that period endangered her exigence. ]t 
is a melancholy refle£lion to the moralift, as well as the poli- 
tician (I fpeak with freedom^ and hope to be anfwered by ar« 
gument, and not by clamour) it is a melancholy reflexion, |h|t 
the difcontents ot that kingdom have kept pace with the ad- 
vantages which ftie has (ince obtained, and that her alienation 
from England has grown with her growth, and ftrengthene^ 
-with her ftrengih. 

Were I to inveftigate the caufe of this national inconfift- 
ency (I (hall not ufe an harfher phrafe) I might trace it in coQ- 
jnn€^ion with other caufes to the exertions of fome of thofe 
patriots^ who preferred, not an Irilh to an EngliOi intereft*; 
but their own intereft to the fafety and tranquillity of their 
country. Thofe bold popular adventurers, who, for the puf- 
pqfes of their own aggrandifement, were ever ready to takq 
up the claims of 4ny difcontented party, or to bring forward 



* The rebellion of Scothind in i^i^; when Alberoni threatened a 
defcent in 1719 ; and the rcbeliioa la :$cotland in 174;, 
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iny ima^Htry grii^^ltice, of wUcli tber^ hever am bi^ a w^nt 
In any freelute. Tbtfearethemeh who have weakened that 
**/oriigfC* afccndancy, whether Englilh or Protcftant, to which 
1 ch> not hefitate to aflirm, Ireland owed its tranquiility, from 
ttie Revolutiort to the year i78«. To porfue the trade of 
^poKttcs, the lawyer lefit his brieft, and the citieen his counter, 
and as it was unfortunately encouraged by bounties^ Ireland 
fuBered all the mifchiefs wnich ufually attend a forced trade 
in any country. Time arid labour (capital there was none) 
were diverted from thofe channels, in which alone they could 
have been ufeful, into one impure and violent torrent, from 
-which have branched out all the evils that have deluged that 
'country. But the rebellion of 1798, muft have at length coru 
-vinced the Proteftant part of her inhabitants, that they can 
find no folid fecurtty from the attacks of their external and 
internal enemies, but in the protedion of Greiit Britain ; and 
the fubmiffion with which they acquiefced in a ♦ m^/j/ar^ , that 
•wounded all their pride, and all their prejudices; and. the 
ceal with which they have Jince come forward in + its fqppoft 
(without incumbering their offers with claims, or % hipts at 
claims) muft convince theBritifh nation, that whilft ii upholds 
that party in Ireland, the connexion of the countries C2«i 
'riever he diffolyed. 

To return to Mr. Plowdcn's work from this digreflion, 
into which I was led by the refledions which be has made in 
this part of his work, upon the effeSs of the Englifh intcreft 
in Ireland ; how far his refle£lions are calculated to give hfs 
Irith readers an encouraging profpeft of the confcqucnces 6i 
the Union, •• which is the primary objeft of his publication", 
1 hope they will difcover, although beyond my comprehen- 
sion. 

I (hall not follow this writer through his detail of the dif- 
trefles which three very unfavourable harvefts produced in 
Ireland. 

But I follow him to his reiterated eulogiums upon the 
loyalty of the iriOi Catholics to the Houfe of Hanover, and 
the cruel return which he complains was then made to them, 
for their unAaken attachment to the throne. 

He informs his readers, •• that the Duke of Dorfet, who 
was naturally humane, and very fenfible of the extreme hard- 
ihips which the Catholics of Ireland then fuifered from the 



• TheUnioQ. 

+ On die f |4 of July, 1805. 

% Vide the latt Irifli Catholic Addrefs to the King ia 1 803. 
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r?fiQjp^ laV^^, i^aj|B4^ Sohxfyom Ihe tibial jlyle of a^ixtlCB^ 
the Pitflmmem oiijLbi$/ub]ca, ttet he »» longer xecoouBendei 
it from the throne to provide for furtKer feverities apoa tb« 
Otbolk^". Hift- Re^V'ieH% p. 2J8t. In the i>ext page hfe. cam- 
plains.; p. a8«, ** that in 1733 his Grace ©f Dorfet a^^in re*, 
lapfisd.into the ami^et ftylc, by calling upon the Parliament of 
Ireland to fecure.^ firm Miiipn. amon^ftalt Pxobe&^uu, wlur 
have one common i mere ft, and the fame common enemy". 
This change in the Lord- Lieutenant's ftjrie, hefayS,/Was pre- 
paratory to a repeal of the lacramental teft in favour of the 
Diffenters. But he might have given his readers a much 
more fatisfaftory reafon for the revival, of an appellauoa • 
fome lime difufcd, had he informed them, that a very dani- 

Serous popish confpiracy had been latdy difcovercd, mi 
cfeated by the vigUaace of that' Pzptefiaiait afcendancy« tit 
.wljich he ieems to have fi^ch a difgufi. 

Oa the a 9th of December, i733« Sir Richard Cox.hrougbt 
up to the Iriih Houfe of Commons the report of the com- 
mitt^ which had been appointed to infpdft the original papers, 
feized in the houfes or lod^ngs of one MacCarthy, alia^ 
Rabah, a rejputed titular popifli Bifhop, and jofephNagfe li 
rcp»t^d popifli folicitor, both of the City of Cork.- This 
report, containing the depoBtions of Father John Hennefey 
the informant, and the letters and papers l^ized, is to he 
found in Appeildix xlvi. laft edition of the Irifli Commons' 
Journal, fourth volume, and ronfifis of four pages follow 
The fubftance of Father Hennefey 's information (fworn beu 
fore Lord Doneraile and John Love. Efq. the 3d' of January^ 
■*78®) *^'*^ follows : " that at the clofe of the year 1729, he 
was at Mac-Carthy's, alias Rabah, the titular Bifiiop of Cork''* 
lioufe, in company with the titular Bifik)ps of Limerick and 
KiUaloe, and a DoGor Jones, a Fiancifcan Friar, who deli- 
vci«d a letter from Doftor Butler, popifli ArchhiBiop of 
Cafhel, acquainting them, that he had received a letter from 
•tfce Pope-s Internuncio at*Bruffels, informing him, that the 
Pope had complied with the requtfi vf the Archlnjhops ami 
JSiJhops ^f IrtUnd; and that his Holinefs had fent them an 
iaduigcnce for ten y«ars, in order to raife a fttm of money to 



* Formerly the Iriih Catholics l:ad alurtys aa agent.irt firttfif^.«. Dr. . 
Troy, the Cacholic Archbilhop of Dublin^ in his Paftoral Letter, 
publifliedsn 1792, aflerts, that rjvMv there is a Handing Cabinet of 
Cardinals at Rome, for the ecclcfiaftical goverameot of Ireland.-— 
The prefent Pape is the wol af fion^pscit* ' ; ^ 
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t>e Tpeedily applied h//^refiore King James the ttnrd td ItiA 
Hgfat, and to put the prefent King and all the royal family tc^ 
the (word", 

. And as fome of my readers may have a with to know hy 
what means money was at that time raifcd in Ireland for po^ 
litical purpdfes, I fliall give them the faid Father John Hen- 
siefey's account bf the mode of proceeding. 

«« Soon after this informant received a fetter and a copy of the 
Pope's Bull from his faid fiifhop (MacCarthy, aliah Rabah) with di- 
lo^ioni ftridUy to obey the fame, the purport of which is as follows : 

** That every communicant, duly confeffing and receiving upon the 

Gtron da3r8 of every refpedive part(h, and aay Sunday from the ift of 
xf to September, having repeated the Lord's Prayer five times, and 
once the Apoftle's Creed, upon paying pw^pemce each time, was to 
liavie a plenary indolgence for their fins, and all approved confcflbrs 
had a tnll power to abfolve in all cafes, with intent that God would 
/peedily place Kling James the Third upon the throne of England,'* 

He further fwears, that each parifli prieft was obliged to 
j^ay Jive pounds per annum towards this pious purpofe ; that 
jthe feveral Bilhops were the colle£lors; and that Garret 
Nagle, .brother to the counfeller, was the Pretender's agent in 
•Flandersi for receiving this money ; and that they had then 
.ajOoK readv to remit. 

And Father Hennefey further fwears, that having had an 
argument with his Bifhop about the la^^fulnefs of jpaying taxes 
to King George, he became an obje& of fufpicion to his 
party ; who iniligated a profecution againft him, in hopes of 
getung him * tranfported as a prieft, " left he fliould dilcover 
,of the hellilh plot then going forward". 

And John Love, £fq. fwears, that having obtained an order 
from the going judge of affile to fearch the houfe of Couji* 
fellor Nagle, one of the Pretender's agents for Munfter, he 
went with the flieriff to Nagle's houfe, " who infolently told 
him, that he had received three days notice^ and that Was time 
enough to remove all papers". 

And the Committee declare, '* that they had made every 
inquiry into the charaSer of the faid Father John Hennefeyj 
and that for what the Committee can find, his charaGbcf re« 
mains unblemifiied". 

Such was the loyalty of the Catholic Bilhops of Ireland 
.so his late Majefty George the Second I 



• Under the AA of .William, 9tfc year, chap. r. 
c Can 
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Csoi we therefore be much furprlfed at the policy, wfaich 
led. the IriQi Houfe of Commons to repeal the teft in fa- 
vour of the Diffenters, in order to create an union ampiigft 
ali the Protefiants of Ireland, who bv this report feem ihett 
to have had a common intereft, and tne fame common enemy ? 

•* Loud and vehement*', • fays Mr. Plowden, '* as were the 
cries and exertions againft Popery and Papifts in Ireland, yet it 
is impoflible for any temperate man not to fee, that they arofe 
out of no other principle than that of felf-intereft**; to which 
i beg leave to add, fdj-prefervatioiu . 

In a few pages further (p. 290) we meet with a juft eulo- 
;ium upon the bravery of the Irifh troops in foreign fcrvice&; 
AX. Plowden attempts to account for the fuperiority which 
the Englifh troops have always maintained over the IriQi in 
their own counuy, by the want of difcipline in the latter ; 
1 Ihali not enter into fuch a controverfy; but refer my 
readers to Hume's Hiftory of England, vol. vi. chap. Ivii,^ 
for his opinion upon this fubjeft. 

We ace next informed by this writer, ** that upon a report 
of Marfliall Saxe's intention to make a defcent upon Ertgland,' 
a ferious propofal had been made in council^ that as the 
Papifts hadbeffun the maflacre upon the Protellants in 1641, 
it was but juil and reafonable, in that critical junflure, to 
retaliate in like manner upon the Papifts". P. 292. In fup- 
port of which aiTertion, his readers will remark that he pre- 
auces no one authority, not even a marginal note^ as in the 
affair about the prieffs, and the claufe againft them.' 

So conlcious have the Irifti Catholics ever been of the in- 
delible ftain of the maffacre of 1641, that they have endea^ 
voured by the tnoft barefaced inventions, to divide the odium 
attached to the memory of their anceftors for having perpe- 
trated fuch an enormity, by charging the Proteftants with 
having entertained fimilar intentions. There is, however, 
Ibme difference between a faft which ftands upon record, and 
a charge without any foundation to ftipport it. 

I have now followed this writer to the year of the Rebellioi^ 
VBL Scotland (1745) and here he afferts, that *• during the 
whole continuance of the Rebellion in Great Britain, not a 
fij^rte Catholic, lay or clerical, was engaged or even accufed 
of oeing engaged in that caufe". P. 293. This he attributes 
to |/>rd Chefterfield's lenient government, and to the loyalty 
of the IriOi Catholics to the Houfe of Hanover ; forgetting, 
that in p^ 210, he had made fuch an obfervation as the follow- 
ing: 

F " The 
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«'^ The Iriih nation wu doomed o fuffer under etery Steuart ^ anJ 
the ingratitodf of this mdliarch ( Anne) to fhem may ha?econtribatecl, 
moi ftrgbtty^ to prevcmc them ' from rebpfing into their former actach- 
ineii% i^hen other parts of the empire rofe in rebellion in their fupport*; 
it ftrongly marks the foU/ of coupling the caufe of Popery with tbc 
Pretcodcr." 

In hfs fpeech upon opening the fefTion in Ireland in this 
ywr, we find the Hbcral and enlightened Lord Cheftcrfield 
(after announcing the rebellion in Scotland) recommending tc 
the Houfe of Commons* "to confider whether nothing fur- 
ther can be done either by new laios^ or the more effeftual exe- 
cution of thofe in being, to fee u re this nation again ft the great 
number of Papifts, wnofe fpeculative errors would only de- 
ferve pity, if their pernicious influence upon fociety did not 
require, SLndauihori/i rcflraint". If fuch a recommendation, 
croming from fuch a man as Lord Cheftcrfield at the beginning 
of a feflion, does not befpeak diilrufl of the Catholics of that 
day/ at leaft the + following paragraph in his fpeech upon 
clofing the feflion, bears no very honourable teflimony to their 
cohdutK •• The concurrent zeal and aflivc loyalty of all 
his Mnjefty's Protejiant fubjefis of all denominations through- 
out this kingdom, prove at once how fenfible and how de- 
ferving they are of his care and proieflion ; even thofc deluded 
people, who fcarcely acknowledge his government, Teem by 
their condu6t to have tacitly confcffed the advantages they 
enjoy under it \ at my return to his Majefty's prefence, I {hall 
not tail faithfully to report thefe truths, fince the moft faithful 
will be at the fame time the moft favourable reprefcntation". 
As to Mr. Plowden's affettion, "that not a fingle Catholic, /ay 
or clerical, was engaged or accufed of being engaged in this 
caufe", let us contraft this affertion with another; namely, 
that of the late Lord Clare, in his fpeech in the Irifti Houfc 
of Lords, March 13, 1793. ' 

*' 1 have been informed by a perfon, who never in any ofte 
iiVltance deceived me, that in the year 1745, the Catholics of 
Ireland waited oiily for the fignal 10 rift; from a foUthern 
Earl, ♦**»»***« «»»»**«»^ and who was, I believe, arrefled in 
England in that year on a fufpicion of treafon ; and that he 
waited only to give them the fignal, till it could be afcertained, 
whether an infurre£lion in Ireland would have had eflFeft ; 



* Comm. Jouihals of Ireltnd, ?ol« ir» p. 450* 
+ Ibid. p. 509* 
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fortunately for them, the then Pretender was at- on^e defeated 
in the attempt". No Lord of Parliament contradi6lcd this . 
ftatemeiit of Lord Clare's. Wifliing to trace this fstl further^ 
I applied to a gentleman of very high refpe<ftdbility arid great 
oiEcial information in Ireland, whofe tiame I thinK proper to 
conceal, as well as ihofe of the parties concerned, which I 
have in my pofleffion ; by him I have been informed, that in* 
1745, an officer was font from Dublin by the Irilh govern- 
ment to feize the papers of this no >leman, at his feat of****; 
that he flopped at the towri of ****, and there flept thai night 
at the houie of a perfon to whom hfe comrnunit'ated the pur- 
port of his errand ; who iriimediately Tent pjf privately to 
Mr. ****, his LordJhip's agent, who with' a folicitude. for the 
fafety of his employer, which we can hardly condemn, went 
off tj ****, ancf fecured every paper that could have crimi- 
nated his Lordfhip, before the officer's arrival. 

I f,^ therefore, Ireland at this period remained in tran- 
quillity, it was owing to the fpeedy dcfeait of. .the Pre* 
tender's attempt in Scotland, and to the wtfe dnd vigilant 
government or the Lord Chefterfield ; for which the Irifh 
Houfe of Commons voted him their tlianks, in their addrefs 
of the 8th of April, 1746. 

I ihall pafs over DoSor Lucas and his fqnabbles with thft 
Board of Aldermen : thofe who have any curiofity upon this 
fubje£t, m^y turn to Mr. Plowden's work. Towards the 
clofe of the reign of George the Second, France made the 
moil formidable preparations for the mvafion of Ireland ; 
three large, and one fmall fleet were fitted out ; the Toulon 
fleet was defeated ; the Brell fleet (hared the fame fate ; the 
tranfports at Vannes, containing 29,000 men, did not venture 
QUt of port ; the fmall fleet from Dunkirk alone reached its 
]^ace of deflination. Monf. Thurot landed about 700 men 
at Carrickfergus ; he was foon oppofed by the Protcflant mi- 
litia of that neighbourhood, was obliged to re-embark, and 
was killed in his attempt to efcape to France. 

Mr. Plowden having mentioned the defeat of the Brcfl fleet, 
by which the great expedition from Vannes was frufliated, 
obferves, Hifl. Review, p. 328, '* happily for Great Britain, 
and to the unfpeakable advantage of this country" — (Ireland) 
Qusre ? why fo, if its Catholic inhabitants were then as 
loyal as he has reprefented them? How inconflflent are this 
gentleman's obfervations, with the arguments which he endea- 
vours to fupport! 

I here clofe the Second Part of my Strifilurcs upon Mr. Plow- 
dcn's Hifiorical Review of the Sute of Irejand. I fhould never 

F 2 ' have 
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have undertaken fo dlifagreeable and invidious a laik, had noc 
his work made it abfoTutely neceflary ; nor can I help ob- 
ferving, that in my opinion he has done incalculable miichief 
to the caufe he has eipoured, by the manner in which he has 
fupported it. In the courfe of thefe Stri£lures, 1 have been 
obliged to confult the mod various, and the moft unexception* 
able authorities ; and the refult has been, that from the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth to the acceflion of our prefent Monardi, 
the difcontented Catholic party in Ireland fyUematically aimed 
at a (eparation from England, by the overthrow of the Englifh 
iliteren and government ; and for that purpofe, maintained a 
conftant connexion with fome foreign power, 

Whilft Spain was the moft powerful monarchy in Europe^ 
t find this Catholic party looKin|j to that court for afliftance 
in the accomplifhment ot their views ; upon the declenfion 
of the Spanifh power in Europe, I find them forming a con« 
nexion with France, and from the year 1700 to the acceffioft 
of his prefent Majefty, a good underftanding fubfifted lie- 
Cween that party and tne Cabinet of Verfailles. 

How then can any liberal Catholic in Ireland, at this day^ 
look back upon the conduA of his anceftors with fatisfadion-^ 
SDuch fefs with exultation? 
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STRICTURES. 



A HAVE now come to the " Third Part" of my Stric- 
tures on Mr. Plowden's work. In the Second Part I have' 
Ihewn, that the various efforts made by ** Catholic * Ireland" 
from the Revolution to the clofe of the reign of George the Se- 
oend, to foment rebellions, Were defeated by the vigilance and 
aftivity of the IriBi governments, or, as Mr. P. wouJd per- 
haps exprefs it, by •* that/i7re7^« afcendency whether Englifli 
or Proteftant.*^ During thi« period a very large (landing 
armyf, a Proteftant Militia, and a code of rigorous laws, kept 
Catholic Ireland in fullen obedience. Since the acceflion of 
his gracious Majefly George the Third, a very material altera- 
tion has taken place in the fyllem of policy adopted towards 
that kingdom. 

During this period, what has been called the conciliatory, but 
which in our opinion, may more properly be ftiled the conoed. 
ing fyftem, ha« been tried. It was fondly expefled, that the 
removal of civil and religious difabilities would have cordially 
reconciled " Catholic Ireland'' to the throne and the Proteftant 



* I have adopted tbi^oughout this pbr^ft of Mr. Plowden'f, and by 
it mean the bulk of the R oman Catholics of Iceland ; but in thefe I 
do not include thole of the Catholic nobility and gentry, whofe 
advantAgn of education, ftake in that country, and loyalty, make 
it impoiiible for the moll malicious to charge me with the folly 
or talfehood of inclnding them in thofe eenfiire», which in purfuit of 
truth and fair hiftorical repreientation, I have been oUieed tocaft upon 
the great mafs of the Catholic perfuafion in I^ehnd : I refpe^ the re« 
tigious opinions of every order of Britifli iiibje^s, and am here cohli* 
derlng the Catholic religion rarher as a political than a religious fytiem« 
From the bigoted and the difaffcdied in Ireland I expert hII the viru« 
lence of vulgar abuie : but intemperance and clamour cannot drown 
the voice of troth. 

+ Story in his Hiftory of the Civil Wars of Ireland, laft page, fayt, 
that even in King William's reign the Protcft«nt Militia of Ireland 
aijQiounted to 40,000 mea* 
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government. Nearijr thirty years have elapfed fince this ex* 
periment has been tried and perfevered in ; with what fuccefs, 
I (hall have fome opportunities (if cbkrving in the courfe of 
this Pa^t of my Strifturts* 

The part of Mr. Plowden's Hiftorical Review of the State 
of Ireland now before us, is a notable example of that fpecies 
of induftry called " book majkipg:'* the author of " the cri* 
tical Hiftory of England" (an old but admirable work) fpeak- 
ing of the manner in which Hiftories were compiled (not 
written) in his time, obfervcs» " far from having opportunir 
ties or credit enough to procure authentic manufcripts, moil 
of our modern kijl or y -writers content themfelves with the- 
copies of common records, gazettes, news-papers, pamphlets., 
fluffing their pieces with long fpeeches in Parliament, votes of 
the Houfe of Commons, and even proclamations : foine have 
copied thefe noble materials verbatim^ as will be found in the 
lail reigns of the " complcat hiftory," than which nothing can 
be more incomplete. 

I may with a Oight alteration alfo apply to the work before 
itts, the epigram made on the writer of long epitaphs : 

" Friend^ In your /fi^ai^, I'm grit ved^ 

So \tty much is faid. 
One half will never be believed^ 

The other never rcad^— " 

In the beginning (Hift. Review, p. 337) of hisj/ft«/rAof the 
r^ign of George mc Third, (fo Mr. Piowden is ple»(ed to fltle 
thirxeen hundred and revemy''fix pages of his. wovk, and five 
hundred of Appendix, contents and mdex not included} he io^ 
ticoduces to the acquaintance of his readers the Iri(b white- 
bpys, a popifh banditti, whp at the commencement of this 
reign under pretence of redreffing grievances, tythes, &c. 
&c. &c, were confederated for the purpofes of trejafon and 
rebellion, though according to a Dr. Campbell whom Mr. 
Howden tjirotes*, •' they were aflerting the rights of nature, 
by no£hirnal infiirrc^ion," and who in order to aflert '• the 
rights of nature," murdered a number of tythewproftors, cut 
out the tongues of others, buried fcmie up to their.cbins in boles- 
in the earth filled with furze, made others ride Imre-br^chid 
upon quickfet brambles, and put none to death without firfi 
giving tfaero.a fpecimen of thismoft efle£lual mode of '^ affert- 
jog the rights of nature." - 

Air. pWden take« great pains to jufiify thefe aflertors ol 



f Dift. Revlevj note to p. 5|9« , . 
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'n^urc*s rights, an4 even brings ia * Tacitus to affift hira, iar 
yfhok account of the antient Gernians, he ha& ioxxndjhme re- 
lemblance lo the Irilh White-boys. 

Were we to give credit to his Hillorical Review, a murmn 
^mong the cattle of Holflein, which fomc how or other ^a& 
introouced into Ireland, together with the hi|^h price of beef«^ 
butter, and cheefe, and the avarice ok monopolizers, with the 
praftice of converting tillage hand& into pailuragei, •• turaed 
adrift this forlorn feajantry,'' who harboured noi a fcniitnent 
of difafFeftion to tne Governnxcm ; but continued to riot (for 
nearly thirty years) as our common people have fometimcA 
dbne, ffor a week or foj on account of the iiigh price of pKcj- 
vifions. 

I muft firll inform my readers, that tlw fouthem part of 
Ireland called Munfter, and which was the fceneof thefe rijQls^ 
was then» and the greater part of it iiill continues to be, a coun- 
try of pafturage, Irom which our navy is fupplied with provi-- 
fions, &c. And next, that the food of the Irifh peafant wai^ 
at that time, potatoes and milk, the former of which he raafed 
in a fmall piece of ground attached to his cabin^ called his 
con-acre^ and his cow was fubfified on his landlord's ground, or 
the adjoining common, no attempts :o indole which were thc^ 
made m Ireland. 

One of the mod aSive fomentors of thefe rioH^ was a prteft 
of the name of Father Nicholas Shechy, who, having been 
tfied at the Court of King's-bench in Ireland, and acquitted' 
for want of fufiBcient evidence, returned to the South; and; 
emboldened by his efcape continued hi<; treafonable prafiicei^ 
without that referve and caution whi«^h he had at firil ad<]^icfL 
He was therefore a Cecond time apprehended, was tried at tlie 
affizes of Clonmel, found guilty lipon the cicarefl. evidence, ^ 
and executed accordingly. Thofe who in fccret had abette<l 
his praQiccs, were fo incenfed at the lols of their moil ufeftti 
agitator, that every art was made ufe of by them to vilify the 
jury, the judge, and the government ; and by the kna^^es af his 
party, he was reprefented to the fools of it, as a martyr m the 
Catholic caufe, exafUy in the fame manner as in the year i79&» 
a moft a£live united Irifhman of the name of Orr, who waa 
tried before the Chief Baron of the Irilh Exchequer, and 
found guilty upon the moil fatisfa61iory evidence, was filled 
*' the murdered Orr,*' and the refpeflable Judge (Lord Avon-* 
morej who tried him, having, ia confequence of his cvi-^ 



* See note to p^ 339, Hift. Review^. 
t Hift» Refic«r»p. ^^6^ ctfcqucntci. 
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imt guilt, refufcd to recommend him to mercy, was maligned ' 
(as well as the jurymen who found him guilty) by every falfe- 
bopd which the ingenuiiv of Irifli treafon could devife*. , Mr. 
Plowden infills upon tne innocence of this Father Sheehy, 
whom he moll unwarrantably reprefcnts as " a + viftim" felec- 
ud ** to anfwer the views of thofe, who from their own pri- 
vote ends^ connived at and fomented thefe tumults." Could it 
have ferved the interefts of the Protcftant clerg^'man to be 
deprived of his tythes ? or could it have anfwered the views 
of the Proteftant landlord, to have his rents lowered ? two of 
the avowed ck>]^&s of thefe infurgents. Though I am aware,, 
that Mr. P. has received all his information relative to •' Ca- 
tliolic Ireland," from the mod exceptionable fources, I cannot* 
liclp expreffing my furpize that he fliould have given credit to 
the grots calumnies which have been reported to him. 

1 Ihall now lay before my readers extra£ls from the evidence 
upon oath, of fome of the parties implicated in this infurrec^, 
tion; which wilt prove to them, riot only the guilt of Father 
Nicholas Sheehy, but alfo the real objefls and the prindpat 
infiigators of this WhiU-boy rebellion ; and my readers will 
no doubt be of opinion with me, that legal evidence is rather 
more to be depended upon than Mr. Plowden's authorities, to 
wit, the aforelaid Dr. Campbell, Exihaw's Gentleman's Maga- 
zine, his ov9n private information, or even A. Young. 

*' The information of Matthias O'Brien, Popifli Prieft, 
Tworn before Thomas Butler, Efq. Mayor of the city of Kil- 
kenny^ on the 24th January, 1768." In this the faid Matthias 
O'Brien fwears, ** that the late tumultuous rifing of White, 
faojrs which prevailed in the fouthern parts of this kingdom,' 
i«rere fet on toot for the foleend and purpofe to informant's cer- 
tain knowledge, in order to raife therein a fpirit of fedition and 
difaiFefiion to his Majefly's perfon and government, which 
might be of life to fupport a foreign invafidn, certainly intend- 
ed againft this kingdom at a convenient time, in favour of 
Prince Charles, otherwife the Pretender to thefe realms, and 
that the caufes commonly ailedgcd for thefe rilihgs by the faid 
White-boys, were but mere pretences, and calculated to con- 
ceal the above fecret defign, Infbrniant depofeth, that thefe 
diforders were fomented originally by foreign agents in cori- 
junElion with fome Catholic biihops, particularly Dr, James 



♦ The wretched beings of the lower orders whom they feduced, 
j«rcrc configncd to their fate without rcmorfc or feeling, ^ 
+ Hill. Review, p. 340. 
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Bulkfi titular arcbbifhop of Caihei (in whofe hoafe or chapel 
there were papers of a treafonable nature concealed) and others 
of his clergy, aflifted by feveral gentlemen of the fame' per* 
fnafion. That informant was early apprized from his ftation, - 
then as coadjutor to his aforefaid Bifhop Dr. Butler, of thdr 
dangeroui^ fchemes againft his Majefly and the eflablifiied Go- 
vernment." And after fwearingthat by his exertions in his chair 
of confeffion, he had prevented fevcral White-boys from iliur- 
dering fome gentlemen, who had been very a6live againft them, • 
and whofe names are mentiorled in his depofition, he further 
f wears " that his reafon for knowing the faid fchemes and de- 
ftgns to be true is, that the faid Dr^ Butler did fofemnly bind 
him to the following oath, to be true and faithful to the church 
of Rome, and to promote its good, and to be faifhfuT to hitn» 
the faid Dr. Butler, hi« archbifliop," and having figned fuch 
oath in writing. Dr. Butler he fwears told him, *• that thefc 
rifings of the White-boys were fet on foot folely for the ad- 
vancement of the Jloman Catholic faith, and the extirpaiion 
of htrefy in this kingdom, and that as there was but one God, 
there (hould be but one religion, and to reftore the fame Vttus . 
Hibernia^ by making her faithful fons rife in rebellion to fup* 
port France or other countries, to eflablifli Prince Charles on 
the Britiih throne. Informant fwears, he hath no other mo- 
tive^/or difcovering faid confpiracy, bu^to preferve peace, and 
to prevent effufion of blood in .this kingdom.'* 

The information of David Landregin, of the county oC 
Tipperary,'farmcr, fwornheforc John Hewetfon, Efq. a ma« 
giftrateof faid county, on the 15th March, 1767. 

In this the faid Landregin fwears, ** that he was enlifled in 
March 1762, in the White-boy fociety, by Mr. Robert Keat- 
infieof faid county ; that he attencfed their parades, that he was 
upon fevcral t\^^\l\on%^2inA v/2iS commanded by Father Nicho* 
las Shtthy, and Edmond Sheehy ; that at one pf their meetings 
Father Nicholas Sheehy adfniniflered the oaths; and that at' 
another meeting he propofcd to five hundred of them to attack 
the town of Clogheen, and to nsurder the tlarl (at prefent Mar« 
quis) of Drogheda, and to get the arms of bis troops," and he 
declares their obje£l was to fight for King Charles (the then 
Pretender). 

And the informations of Thomas Rawley,of the county of 
Tipperary, farmer, fworn before the fame magiftrate, in the 
fame month, gives the fame account of the obi efts of the 
Whito-boys, and the activity of 1 ather Nicholas Sheehy, with 
this addition, ** that at a meeting oF the White-boys at Myrc, 
in >763, it was rcfolved on to burn the houfes.of the Protef- 

tants. 
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tonis, and to maflacre ihttn in one night, after a Unding mA^e 
by ihc French, as was expeftedJ' 

The information of Mr. Jame^ FarreK of Rchill, in the 
county of Tippcrary, gentleman, fworn before John Hcwet- 
foil, Efq. the i8th April, 1766. 

. Mr. Farrel in this fwcars, ** that he was enlifled into the So- 
ciety of Whitc-boys by the late Father Nicholas Sheehy,. 
under the oath of allegiance and fideltty to Prince Charles^ 
and the King of France ; that be reciivcd his cemm\£ion as a 
Major in their fervict^ And his pay rf^uiarly ;*' and he fwears, 
'**■ that the heads of faid rebellion are James Butler, titular 
archbifhop oC Caftel,Pierc?C.reag:h« titular biOiopof Water- 
ferd. Dr. Butler, titular bifhop of Cork, Dr. Fitzfinions, ti- 
tular archbifbop of Dublin," with a long lift of parifb priefls 
;ind inferior clergy, too numerous to infert, " each of whom 
fupplied faid Father* Nicholas Sheehy with money, to pay faid 
White-boys, and to fupport faid infurrefiion." I might here 
add tl)e refolutions of the difTerenc j^rand juries of Ireland, 
from time to time, the debates in Parliament, the various a£ls 
made by the IriQi legiflature ag^infl thera, the rules of the So- 
ciety of White* boys, olmQjiJimiUr to tkojt of tht United^, 
Jri/hmen^ &c. &q. but I have prcierred the evidence upon oalh 
of the pattiea implicated, which can leave np doubt upon any 
ifnjKiitial man's mind, that the White* boys were then confede- 
rated for the purpofesof treafon and rebellioot. 

The White-boys fir ft made their appearance, and a (Turned 
their appellation in 17^9, when Monfieur Conflans and the 
i:>ther French fleets were expefted with troofis on the coaft of 
Ireland ; upon tlie failure of that great expedition they conti* 



• As to Father Shcchy's declaration of innocence at the gallows, 
every man at all acquainred with " Catholic Ireland*' knows, thatal— 
molt every criminal of the Catholic religion di^s at the gallows pro- 
fcfting fib innocence. And as to Mr. Plowden'^ extraS of part of 
a report from a comimfiion, inftitutcd to cnqaire into the caufes of 
thefb didurbanccs, via. ** that the authors ot t^efe H9H ccnftfied iadif. 
crnmnaiely of perfons of dif&ient perfuafioas, and tint no marks of 
dtfafie^ion to bis Majefty's perfon or government, appeared in any of 
ttiefe people," ((ee p. 359), \ can find no fuch report, but have foUnd 
thfs paragraph mttbatim in the WhitcvHall Evening Poft,ol the 4th of 
iVlay, 17629 which paragra(>h was no doubt written in Ireland, and fcnt 
over here lor iofertion, by fonie abettor of this iafurfe^ion, in order 
to decdvc the people ot £f»gland : a prc6tic€ vtry Jjfiimatkolly furfmei 
$f latfjears, 

+ Tlic t^rigitwil depofitions from whence thcfc wciefnrniflxed to me, 
ate BOW in the^Cron n-Oflice in Ireland. 
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nucd qwiet for {bmc time ; in 1762^ in confequence of an ex* 
p^ed invafion from Fcance, they appeared again in great 
force : upon the peace with France thefe tumuks ceafed ; they 
were revived in all their fury in 1784, then in 1787, and again 
in 1789, previous to the agitation oF the Catholic Q^eftion, at 
which period dicy Jramed and adminiJUred the following oatk 
cf allegiance : ** We arc bound to his Majefty King George 
the Third, and his fucceffors to the QXOvin^foJor this prefent 
year 1789, we promife faithfully the fame obedience^ and aifo 
whilft we livefubjeQ to the fame government*. 

The White-boy infurreftion of 178-j, when at its height^ 
was put an end to by+, " the loyal and vigorous efforts of Dr. 
TjToy then the.Ronian Catholic Bifhop of OQbry, and the cler- 
gy of his diocefe, for which fuccefsfiil exertions he received 
themoAfatisfa£lory acknowledgments from the Government,'^ 
as Mr. Plowden informs us. In all the various infur regions ill 
Ireland of White-boys, and Right-boys, Hearts of Oak, and 
Hearts of Steel, Defenders and United Iriflimen, &c. &c» 
under fome piaufible and popular grievance, the fecrct defign 
and real objefi have been always concealed ; and whilft th« 
rabble and their inferior leaders have (hewn thdmtelvesi th# 
principal contrivers and fomemcrs have kept th^mfelves con- 
cealed, and generally have efcaped dete£lion and jufticc. 

Great is the influence which the Roman Catholic reUgion 
by its tenets gives to its clergy, over thofe of their communion* 
It is notorious, that the IriSk Catholics, taken coHeflively, are 
the moft (incere believers that the church of Rome can at this 
day boaftof in cbriflendonw. Any peribn who has paiTed any 
sime in Ireland, and beheld the multitudes of that perfuafioa 
crowding to chapel and confefTion, when he has feen them pay- 
ing a blind adoration to the inferior clergy, mod of tbem groif* 
ly illiterate, and fome of them fcandalouily debauched ; when 
lie has known, that this clergy have been able to prevent their 
iocks from freqtienting patterns and hurling Tnaiches, tb« 
moft favourite ^mufements of the Iriih peafantry ^ and when 



« Sir Rachani Mafgrave* in tbe firft tolome of liii thiid ediiiod of 
itts Hiftory of tke diikfemt fUMlioiM in Ifdlaa^t ftna, « that Mr. 
Conway ,an Irilh Ronum Cathotte gtntkiMM t^dnnf at Paris^ nk&t^ 
femit mon^ to tlie Whito-boys^ on the putt and by orders of tilt 
Fimch Government, loon aftct tMr firft otgmkutUkn^ m4 that fMM 
Catholic merchants of the Province of Munfter, who received and 
diftriboted it, were afterwards memben of tbe Catholic committee, in 
1702. 

t Hiit Rtview, faond voIaai%p. tf9* 

^ 
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he has bdch told by fus own Catholic fcrvants. tliat there ari 
t»o privations to which they do not cheerfully fubmit during 
Lent, when ordered by their priefls, ♦ he cannot fdrcly doubt, 
that infurre^ions would not be fo frequent in Ireland, if thh 
clafs of men did their duty as clergymen and fubje6ls ; and 
when this argument has (as I am informed) been 'preffed upon 
Tome of them, they haye nioft unwarrantably pretended, that 
they had loft their influence over their flocks, whereas it is noto- 
rious, that the contrary is the fa£l. I avoid enlarging upon fa 
tender a fubjed, and (hall content myfelf with obferving, that 
cihlefs the Jlatecan dcvijefomt means of making it the inter eji 
of this clafs of men, to keep their flocks in obedience, all ex- 
}>ediehts for the permanent tranquillity of that country will, I 
greatly fear, be ineffeftual. (Appendix, No. L Third Part.) 

To return tO'Mr. Plowden's Hiftorical Review. I find 
frorii J). 348 to p. 425, a philippic againft the efFefts of " the 
monopolizing lyftem of Oligarchy," and an account of the 
itruggle of the Irifli Patriots againft " Englifh intereft" and 
•' Englifh afcendancy." As to the firft, 1 pretenH not to de- 
fend its abufes, and rejoice that by a legiflative Union, an end 
has been put to the domineering influence of particular fami- 
nes, which was often exerted for the purpofes of family ag- 
grandizement, rather than the fubflantial interefts of the State ; 
however, I muft at the fame time obferve, that as this domi: 
neering influence was never made one of the fpecific 
pretences of rebellion, I conclude, that however angry 
{patriots might have been provoked at the ufe fome- 
times made of this intereft, tne body of the people was no 
waysoppreflcd by it; nay, fomc of thofe noblemen who had 
the largeft Oiare of this "oligarchic influence" were the beft 
landlords, and the moft popular chara£kers in their feverai 
counties. 

And with refpeft to the fuccefsful ftruggles made by the 
patriots againft the " £ngli(h intercft and afcendancy", I 
{hall here give the late Lord Clare's opinion of the confc- 
quences of it. 

" But» fatally for the peace of Ireland, from the year 1782 to this 
iicur (March J 3t 1793) the policy of men, who call themfcivcs the 
liiend» o£ the people, hat been, to make Ireland a fcene of erDbamff> 
^ncm to che Britifii goverameot, and to loTe no opportuoiry wbicb 
|)Ky could embrace to foment jealoafiea and difunion between thii 
country ^ G/tat firiuiiw Tiie poHcy hat be^o* upon every occi* 



* For the truth of this fcpiefcBtatioo, I appeal to every Irifii gcn- 
tkmj^i of truth and candour. 
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1&oa» to hold up Gfeat Britain to the people as their natural enemt 
aod rival, and to teach them to b^lieve« (hat the general incerefts o? 
the empire muft, in every inflance, be facrificcd to the local advanta^ea 
of Ireland ; till at length they have raifed.a general outcry agamft 
Engliib influence and £ngU(h connedion." 

Mute is now that voice which, in the councils of Ireland^ 
To'often predifled the fatal confequcnces of party flruggles, 
popular .encroachments, and minifierial timidity.-r- Lord Clare 
IS no more— but be has left to pofterity an invaliiable legacy, 
in bis opinions of the caufes of the conyulfions of Ireland* 
That great man, when living, was maligned by the knaves and 
(dupes of faftion: the eyes of many of the latter have been 
fince operied, ana at length they have difcovexcd. tte extent of 
his political fagacity. 

1 ftjall pafs over Mr. Plowden's cominents and farcafm^ 
upon Lord TownCend's adminiftratioi), in ff, 418. The an- 
niverfary of this nobleman's birth-day, is ftill celebrated with 
cnthuliafm in Ireland*. I cannot flop to follow this writer 
through his minutiae of public accounts, news-papers, ncw^- 
writers. Dr. Lucas, &c. &c. Lord Townfend s admini&ra- 
tion was extremely lenient to the Catholics of Ireland, and 
highly popular with all panics in that country. He was fu€- 
ceeded by Lord Harcourt, during whofe government ** was f 
opened (as Mr. P. exprelTes it) the door of civil liberty. 




ihould make their own reflections upon the motive for " open- 
ing this door," he adds, ** true it is, that the Britilh miniftry 
began at this time to be alarmed at the too well-grounded dit 
contents of the King's American fubjefts : the conjiitutional 
maxim, no reprtftntation^ no taxation, was fully confidered 
and carried into aSlion, on the other fide of the Atlantic^.'* 
I mull inform my readers, tha^t by the " door then opened,** 
this writer alludes to two hills ; one for fecuring money, lent 
by Irilh Catholics on mortgages, and another to enable them 
under certain pr.ovifions to take long leafes; which meafures 
'were both the Ipontaneous afis of a liberal government, which 



• In Lord Townfcnd's adminiftration the n^ennijil bill paffcd ; 
previous to which, Parliaments in Ireland continued during a whole 
reign without a new ekAion. Lord Townfend was alfo the firft Viceroy 
who made Ireland his conftant refidence* bis predeceflbr» having gene- 
rally committed the govcrafflcm to LofdirJufticcs« daring their ab- 
fence in England. 

t Hia. Review, p. 426. * J lbid.pb4*;. 
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bad no reaTon at that time to be intimidated hj the ^ximpK 
of America, bccaure that party-in trdand, which poffi^iTed tb6 
whole power of the ftate» clvii and military^ was not only 
able and willing co fupprefs any ff^mptoms of rebellbn in 
their country, but was adfo very averfe from thefe naeafures ; 
in (q much fo, that it required great manag^ement by the 
Government to induce them to confent to pafs thefe bilk. 

It is obrervable enough, that moft of the CathoKc writa^^ 
have taken great pains to convince •* Catholic Ireland,^' that 
the cowejtpns (as they at firft, and rights^ as they have fince 
denominated them) which have been, from time to time, ob- 
tained, were owing not to <* the open and unfufpe£Hng libe* 
rality" of Parliaments, but (to ufe a modern and not very in- 
telligible phrafe) " to the wifdom and uHhroken energies*" of 
Ae Irifti Roman Catholics thenifeWes. Nor cah it have 
efCaped the obfervation of thofe at all acquainted with the 
writings of fome of that party, how often the example of 
American independence has been held up to the people oF 
** Catholic Ireland/* 

In Mr. Plowden's Jkitcb Of Lord tiarcourt's Adn^ihiftra- 
tioit, we have a f lon^ account of the proceedings of the Irifli 
.Parliament, culled from their journals and the newfpapers of 
the day, with a Jketch of the debates in our Parliament, in 
1776, in which an ha(ty expreifionof Mr. Temple Luttrel, 
(nift. Review, p. 44S)» uttered in the heat of debate, is 
triumphantly given as a faithful pi&ure of the ftate of Ire- 
land at that time. — Mr. P. has alfo given his readers, in this 
part of his work, a moft moving eptfode of increaGng debts^ 
declining trade, tontines^ taxes, patriots« znd ccncardatum^ 
&c. &c. &c. 

Neverthelefsf as Ireland was fo tranquil as to enable the 
government to fpare (Hift. keview, P-432} four thoufandbf 
the troops, on the Irifh eftabWhment, for the fervice in 
America, I muft take it for granted, without going into 
<uch minute details, that matters were mt then quite fo tad in 
Ireland^ as he has rcprefented them (Appendix, Now ll. Third 
Part).' 

Lord Buckingham(hire fucceeded Lord Harcourt; and Mr* 
p. informs, that (Hift. Review, p. 446.) *^ he wei]it oy^it the 



* An expreflion made iife of in a prnnphlet* piMiflied in DoI^b, 
in Aagvft 1805, by a CatheUc Barriften entitled « AnliiihCa^ 
tboJic's Advice," ic. &€• 

f Hift.Rcview,'p«4j4g cafeqoentei* 
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Jionrn fcrvantbf the Briti% Cabinet; zni left there /hould bt 
a knot in the thread of fubferviency^ * he took over his attornejf 
Mr. Heron, as his lecretary." 

«* His Lordfliip found that country in a moft deplorable 
ftate of diftrefs," (Hift. Review, p. 447.) that is, Lord Buck- 
inghamfliire found a great number of the working people de- 
prived of employment by our rupture with America ; who 
were at length relieved by public charity. Ireland, particu- 
larly the northern part of it, fufFered extremely by this war 
with our colonifts; America being then a great market for 
the fale of Irifli produce. But as the Parliament of that 
country did not declare the war, but only followed the mea- 
fures of Great Britain, it is not anfwerable for the temporary- 
evils which it produced in Ireland. , 

To the adminiftration of Lord North, Mr. P. (Hift. Re- 
view, p. +58.) gives *« the fmgular and important credit of 
having firft opened the door of liberality (this is his beft 
metaphor, and he repeats it on all occafions) to the Roman 
Catholics of Ireland." 

«« It mav have been uniformly remarked, (he obfenres) that 
the Irifli nave been ever profufely grateful for every thing, 
which had come to them in the form of conceffion and kind- 
nefs.** Now if by the Irijhy he means the mafs of the Ro- 
man Catholics of that country, I muft flatly contradift this. 
aiTertioa^ ?nd the events of every vear fince the conceffions^ 
and particularly of 1798, amply jultify my denial. 

Mr. Plowden next informs us, (Hift. Review, p. 463.) 
«« that on the eleventh day after the Britifli Houfe of Com- 
mons had ^iven the liberal example of univerfal aflent to Sir 
George Saville's motion in favour of the Roman Catholics of 
England, Mr. Gardiner, on the 25th May, 1778, made a 
motion in the Irifli Houfe of Commons, and thequeftien being 

fiut, that leave be given to bring in heads of a bill for the Re- 
iefof His Majefty's Roman Catholic Subjefts of Ireland, Mr. 
Gardiner, the Hon. Barry Barry, and Mr. Yelvcrton, were or- 
dered to prepare and bring in the fame.'' This bill, to en^Me 
them to take leafes for 999 years, and to abolifli all the penal 
ftatutes againft difcoveries, was accordingly brought in by 
Mr. Gardiner, afterwards created Lord Mountjoy, and fincc 
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and chat they believe it is nonfenfe. 
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flain al the battle 6f New Rds, in 1798, by die united Ca-- 
tholic army; ^fkiit was fei^nded by Mr« 0*Ned, a6erwards. 
created Lord O'Neal, and fince murdered in JJ^j ^ An^ 
trim, by a party of Catholic emanoipators. This bill was 
pafled afcer great oppofition, not from the government, but 
from^-the independent Country-party in Parliament; and 
according to Mr. Plowden's expreffion, (p^ 464%] • <^ it 
gave them (the Catholics) a footing to fland upon, in any 
future application to the Crown or Parliament, for a full par- 
ticipation of every bleffing of our free Conftitution; it was 
the more welcome to the Catholics, from their conviSion^. 
that a breach once made in that pmal fortrefs^ it was impoffi- 
ble that it flioyld hpl^ out mudi longer." 

If I miftahe not^ however, they then, by a public decla- 
ration, profefled that they were fully latisfied by this (to them 
at that time ereat) conceffi<»i« 

We next find the Britiih, Parliament (Hift. Review, p. 477) 
*^ taking an adive part and intereft in the concerns of Ire- 
land, which (Mr. P. admits) did credit to her liberal fympathj 
ibr her fift^r kingdom." This is die firft tefiimony of ap- 
probaticm which! have met with in this work; and am happy 
to have it to quote, as it has been moft difagreeable to me, to 
be obliged to notice the want of candour and of accuracy, 
which r have hitherto all along been obliged to animadvert 
upon. 

<« A free trade** (ibid* p. 506.) became, in 1779, the next 
popular meafure in Ireland. The great manufaauring town& 
of our Qountry took the alarm, without any foundation ; £Ui4 
the Minifter of England was obliged, for a fhort time, to 
poftpone the meafor«. T\izlv\1ki patriots^ enraged that the 
hafte of Lord North did not keep pace with their own precis 
pttation, exerted all their eloquence againft <^£ngli(h inte- 
reft, and Minifterial duplicity." The more temperate and 
wife part of the Irifli Houfe of Commons, countcraded, ixi 
ijpme meafurie, thefe impreffions, by their good fenfe and per- 
Cuafive reafoning^^ 

Irelandnex'tarraved her Volunteers; and, by the formid- 
able afped which ine prefented to the enemy, deterred France 
from attempting, an jnvafion, $0 far I mud applaud ; but, 
when foon after we find the Irifh patriots, in themomehtof 
arduous foreign war, and colonial rebellion, ungeneroufly, 



* None mote eCc^ally than the late Right Hon. Hely Haichioibn. 
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Mr.* Plowdijn faya (p. 506J *^/piritedfy refolvjng upon a fix- 
mOQths money-bill, with a view of obtaining an enlargement 
of their Gommerce," the admiration of their con4uQ nj.uft be 
fooiewhat leflened. 

In. 1780 Ireland obtained her free trade; I am fatisjGed tq 
let that p^rt of Mr. Plowden's work, from page 477 to pgge 
559, pais without further comment. He has given the de- 
Vs^tes in Parliament upon the free trade of Ireland on both fides. 
Thofe readers therefore who V(ifh for information upon this 
fubje6i, may turn to his work and form their own con- 
clufiops of the manner in which that meafure was carried| 
wd' maji^e their own re^^dions upon the condudt of all the 
partiesi. 

None rejoiced more than I did at the extenfion of Jrifli 
conunerce, ^nd I t^uft that «very meafure will be in future 

{lurfucd to incrcafe the indyftry, wealth, and civilization of 
reland, < Appendix No. III. ThirdPart) and to give 9ontent, if 
poffible, to alLour fellow-fubje£l$ in that kingdom. Great v 

Britain, muft however keep p^wer in her own hands, until 
Irelaod^ by the cordial attachment of all her inhabitants to the 
throne and government, fhail ce^fe tQ gve her any more fear^ 
ypoa t^at head, than ourjCQuatrymen of Yorldliire or Corn- 
wall, Should that bapp perioi n,ever , arrive^ we have yet 
the confolj^tion to refle<St> that the nfioft refpedlable, intelligent^ 
and powerful part of the Irifh nation, are at this monjent, thank 
God ! in fentiment and aiFeSion " the brethren of Britons.'* 
May it be our car^ tp cheri(h our brethren^ and bring over to 
them every convert in our power 1 Let Ihallow declaimers an,d 
deiigning politicians now m^ke what reprefentations they pleafe, 
ib^t party has been hitherto the great bond of connexion be- 
tween the two kingdomis, aad is at this day the only fubftantial 
link of the Union, 

. ** •On the jiil January, 1782. we find Mr. Gardiner 
again moving for leave to bring in heads of a bill for the fur- 
ther relief of his Majefty'^ Roman Catholic fubjefts of Ireland." 
On the + 5th of February the bill was introduced by Mr. 
Dillon (Mr. Gardiner being; indifpofed^ tn the debate which 
took place upon it on the 15th of the month, the following de- 
light^ picture of the religigus harmony of Ireland was ^ven 
by the Attorney-General. 

*'- 1 have feen at ^folMlghan at tlie lime moment thcee piodigious 
itt^ eongregations flowing out from a meeting-houfq, a chofcb, and 



• Hift, Review, p. 555. i^ Ibid, p, 56U 
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a mafi^fioofe ; and as the indivldiialt that compofed them had joined 
in the ftieet, they have blended and uqited into one body with tytff 
mark of aJfisAion and good-will ; that was trae religious t^tetatioit, 
and the nxift ftriking examples of it were to be found in the North." 
P. 563. 

What a mdancholy change has fine; taken place in the 
carriage of the Proteftants and Catholics of Ireland towards 
each other in that province, as well as in every other part of 
that divided kingdom ! ♦ Two of the afts prepared by Mr. 
Gardiner were paiTed, the (irft enabled Roman Catholics- to 
take, hold, and difpofe of lands and hereditaments in the fame 
manner as Proteftants, and removed feveral penalties from Ca- 
tholic clergymen, takipe the oath of allegiance prefcribedby 
the Iriih aas of 13 and 19 Geo. 3d, ^^ and repealed the mott 
noxious parts of the a£ls of Anne, Geo: i ft and Geo. 2d."' 
The fecond bill was for the education of the Catholics— it yiras 
entitled *< An 2A to allow peribns profeffing the Popiih reli- 

S'on to teach fchool in this kingdom, and for the regulating 
e education of Papifts, and alfo to repeal parts of certain laws 
relative to the guardianftiip of their children." (P. 580). 

Upon this fubjed I find the following very invidious obfer^ 
vation made in this work, (p. 573J ** fortunately for the Ca- 
tholics, Mr. Gardiner's bill was not made a government quef- 
tion, or otherwife it would have fallen before the fame majo- 
rity, that had uniformly oppofed (rvery conftitutional queftion 
that had been broueht before them." 

This infinuation I do not hefitate to pronounce as illiberal as 
it is without foundation : the fpirit of conceiSoh to the Iriih 
Catholics, and of demand upon Great Britain, having at that 
time pervaded every clafs of men, from the (ervant of govern- 
ment to the independent volunteer of Ireland. 

In thecourfeof the debates at this period in the IrHh Houfe 
of Commons upon Mr* Gardiner's bill, I find Mrl Grattan 
exprcffing his opinionf, 

^* That fo long as the penal code remains, tut never can be a gieat 
nation, the penal code is the fhell, in which the protcftant power has 
beeii batched^ and now it is become a bird, it muft hard the ihell« or 



* Mr. Gardinerls original bill was divided into thre^ bills: ^he 
two iirft weve pafled : the third, ** a bill to enable Proteftantaaod 
Catholics to intermariy" was ncgatired by a majority of dght. See 
Hift. Review, p. 581. It i^as afterwards in 170a pafled into a law, 
and ProtefUnts aind Catholics now may, and uequently do, inter* 
tttMty. 

f Hift, Review, p. 572. 
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pcrifli in it;^ aiu) hit fipafbos for then making fimher conc^oot to 
the Irilh Catholics was *• as the moft likely means oF obtaining a yio* 
iory over the prtj^^ictt of CaMkif and oor own/' he gave his con* 
itoc to Mr* Gardinef's bill, f* becatiie he wookl ttoc keep *iw9miUk$u 
of his fcilow.Aibje^ in a ftate of flaveif.*' 

Mr. Henry Flood feems to have been one of that ftnall num- 
ber of politicians in whofe mind the experience of the paft ex- 
ctced feme diftruft of the future t, 

<* He had always wiflied to embofom the Catholia in die bodf of 
the ftate i yet withoac courting praife on the one hand, or fearing 
cenfure on the other* be would deliv^ his free opinion on this great 
iabje^ Above five yean affo ffaid he] a law was pafled, gfantuig" 
the Roman Catholics inBniteG^ lefs than was then propoied, the day 
was celebrated with rejoicing* and it w»f thonght they had recoiii' 
ciM every party : he was fonry to hou^ gentlemen (peak as if nothing 
bad been done for them* . In the foraner' laws* Icafes for years were 
granted to them* upon the avowed, prindpleof reftraining them from 
any influence in ele^ioi^s* . l*his law went beyond lolcfation ; it gave 
them a power* and tended to make a- changtf in the ftate If they 
gave them an eqtutlpoiwer naitb the Fr^eftmwti% the preient cooftitntion 
coold not forvive ; though they wiflied to extend toleration to Roman 
Catholics* they did not wilh to (hake the government ; the^ flioukt 
sdlow them to purchafe lands* but Ihoold carefully guard agamft their 
pofleffing any power in the ft.ite." 

Mr. Fox in the debate in our Houfe ofpommobs in 178a* 
on the ftate of Ireland, declared* 

" That the ht^ine iMJttms of that cootitry were no more: the fry 
tigjkmi fftjudicts ol former ages were forgotten* and the Roman Catho- 
lics being reftored to the rights of men and^ of citiaeaft* would become 
an acctffioim rf ftrengtb and wealth to the empipe* Upon the whole he 
was convincf d* that the Irifli defired nothing moie ardently than pro- 
per grounds for being mod cordially united to Great Britain* and hf 
H»a$fuTe they wouki be attached to this country t^n to bigotty" 

Mr. Fox was then minifter of England, and no doubt this 
ftatefman fpoke fincercly the convi^ions of his mind.— -Alas I 
how often are the moft ianguinc and the beft founded expec* 
tat ions of mankind difappoinxed! 



• Hift. Review, p. C73. By foiric utiadountaU* meant the Catholic 
popnlation of Ireland has fince that time bettt doubled, the number of 
people in Ireland being now, 1803* ^' '^^ ^^ ^^^* ^^^ millions* via* 
four of Catholics* and one of Pioicftants. ThoasasTownftiend* £fq. 
in a letter publilhed in London* .in JniSe. 1 801 » makes the jpopulati^ 
of Ireland J£r milltona. Could no nKNie be adopted for aiceruini^g 
the exaA force of this Catholic argument ? 

t Hift. Review^ p. 571, 

Imiift 
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I mud refer my readers to page 564 et feqq. of Mr. l^lb^* 
icn^s ivork for an account of the volunteer parliament of Dun* 
gtnnoD, aflemUed in February 178^1 iheir proceedings, refo- 
lutionS) &c. &c. And With all the refped due to the okl vo^ 
Itmteers^if the conduct of the Iriih yeomanry of 1798, vrtio 
after faving their country, retired to their homes, without 
making any claims upon Great Britain but for her adrniration 
and her gratitude, be compared to their*s, no friend to the in- 
tereffsand tranqmilltr of Ireland caii for a moment ^oabt^ 
which of thefe armed oodies is entitted to the largcft-fliare of 
applaufc from their country. 

The late Lord Clare fpcalcing of the old volunteers, amongft 
pthef exprei&ons makes ufe of 3ie following ; 

^'* They eerfaidy did upon ettty oceafion, where their fervicei weic 
reqaired, ex^rt tjhemlelvet with tSoEi to nmintain the internal .peacei>f 
iheir country. The gentlemen of Ireland wete all in their ranks, and 
inaintaiDed a dicctded influence qpon them. But I Ihall never ceaie to 
ibink, thatt the appeals made to that army by the angry poKticiansdf 
the day* were daneeroos and ill-jddfed in the exrreoiei and that they 
MiRililteKl a precedent for rebellion^ whidi hat fince been ibliowedw 

I learn from the whole of this part of Mr. ttowdcn's 
work, that at tl^t period.claims on the part.of Ireland, and con- 
ceffidns on the part of Great Britain, were reciprocal. Upon 
the change of the miniftry, in 1783, I find Lord Car. 
Itfle refigning his troublefome government ; and receiving- an 
addrefs (p. 597) which the Irifli Houfe of Common^ with 
*^e diflenttng voices only, had Voted as a jnft tribute to has 
lindere efforts to promote the welfare of that kingdom. 

The &ake of Pbrtland fnfcceeded him (p. 586) ; his Grtee 

was obliged fo yield to the torrent, which perhaps* at that tiWe 

i)o human ingenuity could have ftemmed. During the admi« 

Miilration of LordCarlifle,- 1 find an Irifli patriot, thenin:op- 

yofrtion to government, declaring, 

*• ' ■ 

«* that Ireland was in ftrcngth— She had acquired that ftrength by 

the weaknefs of Britain ; for Ireland was faved, when America #fts 

loft ; when England conquered, Ireland was coerced ; when (he was 

defeated, Ireland was relieved ; and when Charles- Town was tfkcn, 

the Mutiny and Sagar Bills were altered* Have yoa-.not« all of vou, 

']^when you heard of a (defeat; at the Aikne motneht conMed^^x^ fing- 

* land, and ftf»jfftf/»/tf/^</IrdandV' P. 574, 

Mr. Plowden does not tell his leader whether this queflion 
'Vks anfwered in the afiriiiative. 

A-profotind*obferver 'c^liuman nature has remarked, that 
<( dans I'adverfite de nos^meilleurs^famis^oa^ ttouVofis^jttelqtte 

-cbofci 
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chofC) fiii ne nous deplaijl^.* * In the expreffiofls of the Irift 
orator quoted by Mr, P. one. certainly can trace more of the 
fpirit of the Due de Rochefoucault's nation than of his fi;enius. 

If fuch was the temper of the Irifli nation at that ^y, we. 
nay bluQi, but we need not wonder, that his Majcfty w^s 
obliged to fend a meflage to the Parliament of that kingdom*, 
and to offer them a carte blanche^ that they might fill it up 
with IriDi grievances. We find Mr, Grattan Supporting ad- 
miniflration, and undertaking to become the tranquillizer of 
Ireland: the fimple repeal, &c. &c. was pafled; a t hiqt 
thrown out in the debate of the utility of eftablifhiqg dock- 
yards in Ireland; and zjinal adju/lment upon all conftitu- 
tlonal points between the two kingdoms was completed ; the 
whole nation, with the exception of two individuals % only, 
being perfe£lly convinced §, *' that there could no longer exift 
any conllitutional queftion .between the two nations, that can 
diuurb their mutual tranquillity". A folemn thankfgi\4ng 
was next offered to heaven ; ana all was union, cardial affec- 
tion, and gratitude in Irebsid. — Pdo tkac vict. 

^^ But it appears," obferres Mr. Plowden,^as if itJiadbeenJl 
toritten in the book of fate ^ that th^'feKcity of Ireland, whHft 
independent and feparate from Great Britain, fliould be fliort- 
lived, precarious, and unftable.*' 

We accordingly find that it was foon f difcovered by Mr. 
Flood, that the fimple repeal did jiot eflablLfb the independ- 
ence of Ireland, and Ireland Wjas again thrown into a ferment 
by Mr. Flood's difcovery. 

This gentleman** and hLs party contended that a repeal of the 
declaratory act 6 Geo. ift. without a pofitive renunciation by 
Great Britain, of the right .to legiflate for Ireland internally 
and externally, did not eftablifli the conftitutional independence 
of that country ; Mr. Grattan and his parfy infifted that it did, 
;md they prevailed. The volunteers ^ at a meeting: held in Dub- 
lin in June 1782, alfo declared, thata*ff repeal of the 6th G|po. 



* Hift* Review, from p. 600 to p. 61 3. 

f Ibid. p. 609. 

X Sir S* Broadftteetf lecorder ; and Mr. Walfh. 

I Hff^.>Remw,p.6io« 

g In which cafe, we maft fuppofe, thatlbe. P^fnib// of Irebnd'ircie 
dK>(«n byftir, at the fit idftnmcnuiav fulfilling' her idcc«ces« 

^'Hift.'Review, p. 6i6. * 

•♦ Ibid. p. 609. 

H This me^oie of conceflioiiiai^ conciliktion4ii thepart of jGfcat 
kritain wUis framed onthe fcnfe«t(tiie-Iiii(b.oppa(t(k>pin;Pffclitmjint, 
who ofKkrtook to point oat wihac mttld.oon^pieatiy fclisfy.IfrtaMl. 
See Lord Clare's fpeech^ 1800. 
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ift. by the Britifh PariUmrnt, made in. purfuance of die ad- 
drefles, was confidered by tbem a compleat renunciation of all 
the claims contained in the faid ftatute, and as fuch they ac* 
irept^ it, and deemed it fati^ftory*. — So ended what Mr. 
Burke has called the Iriih Revolution of 1782. 

** And thus (faid the late Lord Claic) was atchieved with a rapidity 
unexampled (in three days) and by means the rood extraordinary a 
jneafure, which was then thought to be a //rai adjvfiment of all poli- 
tical claims and controverfies ^tween the two nations, and a fall f&> 
.cnrity for their conftitmlonal connexion -f*/' 

The Parlianients of both kingdoms have however been fince 
tvalce embroiled upon the moft momentous queflions — the com* 
jnercial propoGtions and the regency. 

The laft memorable event which clofes this period of Irifli 
;biftory, and Mr. Plowden's firft volqme, was a review of the 
Belfait volunteers on the 31ft of July 1783^. Mr. Plowden 
gives the following account 

X ** of this truly glorious exhilntion ; a volunteer encampment of 
nearly three thoufand men> and the volunteer garrifon of upwards of 
one thoufand, all oompkatly clothed, armed, aiiid accoutred. Anony«> 
mous papers in thoufands were difperfcd through the camp and gar* 
rifon ; e*vfty prrvate nvas taught, that bt nvat competent to legiflate^ and 
fmtjequentfy to expref$ bis fentiments on the mffi fpeculatimt points: de- 
claration, renunciation, fimple repeal, legal fecurity, better fecurity, 
[no fecurity was forgotten, I fuppofc] and bill of rights were all 
aid before them, and they were to inftru^ their delegates on thefe 
pomts"! 

§ Their delegates accordingly afiembled on the 3d Auguft, 
In an addrefs propofed to be m?^le to the reviewing general 
(the late Lord Charlen>ont), ^ claufe having been inferted of 
their h^xng fully fathfied^ a debate of eleven hours took placci 
and upon a divifion this (Jaufe was expunged ! 

J ** Thus (obferves Mr. Plowdeq) by the efibrts and exertions of 
a wife and liberal adminiftration, were the liberties of Ireland reftored\ 
peace^ unity « and content 1 difiufed through a revived nation, and the 



• Mift. Review^ p. 626^ The Ulfter volunteers came to the fame 
refblution, 2|ft June, i8oa* 

•f* Lord Claie'afpeech in i8oo* This fpeech is the ableft epitome 
of the hiftory of Iriih folly and rebellion that ever was, or pertiaps ever 
win be, given. 

I Laft cage of firft vol. $ Ibid, || I^^^* 

% He forgot^ I fuppofe, that in the paragraph preceding, he bad 
informed hia reacier that the Belikft dfle^eabad declared ihal they 
were sw/ contetu^ 

profpetity 
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profperity and glory of tit Britlfh empire increafed by adding ftrength, 
vigooff and felicity to that important part of it V* 

IT thefe expreflions were merely meant as the effufions of a 
poetical fancy, I might let them pafs ; but when they are given 
to his readers as the fobe;r ilatements of hiftorical truth, I think 
it my duty to inform mine, (though perhaps it is fcarcely ne- 
xreffary) that fmce 1782, a fpirit ot innovation, difturbance, 
difunion, and difcontent has never ceafed to prevail in Ire- 
land. 

Since 1782, which from the confequences of the tranfa£lions 
of that year, may wijh fome propriety be called the Irilh Re- 
volution, the peace of that unfortunate kingdom has been jcon* 
ftantly and farally interrupted by the folly, mtrigues, and prac- 
ciccs of Patriots^ Agitators, Right-boys, Peep -of- day -boys. 
Conventions, AggregateBodies, Catholic Committees, Tarring 
and Feathering Committees, Defenders; Affaflins, hovghers ot 
men, hovghers of cattle, affociators. Whig clubs, Saint Jamcs'a 
X>elegates, Exchequer-ftreet Delegates, National Congreffes, 
Catholic Parliaments, Emancipators, United IriDimen, Refor- 
mers, Revolutionifts, Societies of Peace, and Societies of War': 
and the return made for •• the ftrength, vigour, and felicity,** 
ihen added to Ireland, has been the defperate effort of a torr 
midabie partv, its aiders and abettors, to fever that kingdom 
from England, and to conneft it with republican France. 

From Mr. Plowden*s own text^ with the help of a few com* 
ments of my own, I (hall be able moft fatrsfadlorily to prove 
this ftatement, to fuch of vay unprejudiced readers as may hav6 
an^ doubts upon the fubje3. 

•The boalled IriOi conftltution of 1782, which was to have 

Eut a final end to all jealoufy between the two countries, was 
ardly eftabliflied, when an Iriih caufe, (which eighteen month's 
before had been removed by a writ of error into our Court of 
King's Bench) having been decided by Lord Mansfield, Ireland 
was again thrown into a ferment : '* her conftitution was aflaQ^ 
ed, and the independence of Ireland was difcoveted to be a 
bubble* :" A bill was accordingly inftantly brought into our 
Houfe of Common, by Mr. (now Lord) Grenville, ** for re- 
moving all doubts which have arifen, or may arife, concerning 
the exclufive rights of the Parliaments and Courts of IrelaniC 
in matters of lejgiflation and judicature ; and appeals to our 
Courts, and wntsof error were aboliflied." . The Bili pafled 
without a diffeming voice : Ireland publicly exprefled her 
gratitude, and for the moment was fati&fied. 



* Hift, Review, p. 7, fecond volttine. 
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Ir March 1783, a new order of knighthood w^'eftabHQicd% 
*' to give additional luftre to the national confequcBce, which 
^tibis time appeared to be the favourite objeft of all ranks of 
people," Letters patent were paffed for the creation of th^ 
order of St. Patrick, and the moft diftinguilhed noblemeu d 
Ireland were in veiled with this new dignity. 

I Ihall pafs'over the plan for fettling the emigrant Genevefe 
in Ireland ; this projeQ of introducing a colony of difcontenteS 
foreign Republicans into that country luckily failedt, 
, In the month of July following I find the volunteer J army 
of Ireland, intifting upon a more equal reprefeniion of the 
people in Parliament, and afTetnbling in convention at Lifburn 
m the North : I find all the other provincial armies corref- 
ponding upon this fubjeft, and uniting for the purpofe " of 
refiorioff to its antient vigour and purity, a decayed, enfeebledt 
mad fickly conftitution." In Auguft tlie armed National Con- 
vention of Dungannon, undertook the care of this " decayed, 
enfeebled, and uckly," flate-patient§. 

' And whilft the heflic of this unfortunate ftate patient was 
Jdally cncreafing, the Lord Lieutenant, Northington, met the 
Jrilh Parliament. The debates wluch took place were not of 
the moft compofing nature, as may be feen by a reference to 
Mr. Plowdon's worU, who feems determined that thefe precious 
morfels of Irifli eloquence, fliall be preferved for the benefit of 
jpofterity : a very violent attack was made upon the cohdu£l of 
^he late Viceroy, Lord Temjple, fome popular philippic/ utter- 
ed againft the expenditure of the public money, the gallery 
clapped hands for the patriots within the houfe, and the weav- 
ers rioted for tho/e without||. 

Lord Northington became as unpopular as his predeceflbr, 
iKcaufe his Excellency wanted to prevail upon the volunteers 
>fodirembody themfelves, and return to their farms and their 
.looms : this was violently qppofed by the patriots^ who hoped 
with thealfiftance of ** the armed Majefty of the people," to 
carry their favourite meaifure of a reform in Parliamentf . " 

.Another grand national armed convention was aflethbled in 
Dublin, in September 1783. The Bill for a reform of Par- 
liament was laid before it, it was read, committed, engrpfled. 



♦ Hift. Review, p. ^2,'fccond volumfe. 

•f Ibid, p. 25, ct fcq. 

J Ibid^ p. ^^, ct fcq. 

i See the remedies prefcribed in p. 40, et fc(j. 

(I Hift^ Reviewi p« 43. vol. ii. f Ibid. p. 56. 
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&c^ &c.^wieK'artl tte formalities of Parlhiment, and'tbeii pre. 
fented td the Houfe of Commons on the point of the bayonet. 
The IriOi "Houfe of Commons with fpirited indignation feouted 
it ; potA Northington difTolved this armed convention, and 
became mdre atid more unpopular, with evrery red^coated k- 

At this period I find Mr. Daly, an independent' gent teman of 
lirge fortune, and one of the beft fpeakers in the Houfe, »de- 
tlaring, ^* thi^ is the time to draw a line, and I do rely upon 
it, I do pledge myfelf for the confequence, that if Parliament 
aft with firmnefs, the people will be cjontent ; in a (hort time 
they will defpife the promoters of faftion, and all their boafVed 
^nenaceswill vanifli in the air ; but if Parliament recede owe 
Aep more, it will fall into a gulf of inevitable deftruftionf." 
Reform was accordingly for a while abafidoned; but left thne 
'Irilh nation (hould recover its fenfes, the Abfentee Tax was 
-nextbrought forward by the Patriots J. TheMiniftryin En^. 
tand was foon after changed, and Lord Northington was fuc^ 
ceededin tVie government by the Duke of Rutland, in Febru- 
-aty, l;^4§. 

" The nation (Mr. P. informs us) was t?hen at the hei^t of-'a 
-political fever.** 

A riot h2id taken place between the' troops and the citizens 

at Ifland-bridge, in the fuburbsof Dublin: the^wholegarrifon 

was the next day drawn up on parade, and th& offended citi- 

xens were defired -ta point out in the ranks the foidiers who 

'had infulted them, who were delivered up to juftice. The 

pumfhment of thefe offenders however did not fatisfy the 

inob of Dublin, who determined to take punifli'tNem into their 

own hands ; and accordingly every wretched 'ftraggling foldier 

they could lay hands upon- was hintghed^ i.e. the back finews 

• 6f his legs cut acrofs by fome Iharp mftrument, and the wretdh 

crippled for life. Lord Carhampton brought in a. bill io i«. 

' ftfain this praftice ; but the foidiers Vfcrejitll houghed^. 

In March, in this year, Mr. Flood again prefented to the 
Irilh Houfe of Common his' Bill for Reform, which was again 
negatived by a large majority, in confequence a mob . broke 
into the Houfe of Cominons, and thofe meriibers who' had op-. 



* ♦Hlft^ Review, p. itg, fecond volume, 
t Ibid. p. 6^- 
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y Ibid, p. 79. 
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pofed this popular meiirure. were inrulted in the ftreets, afi4 Ir« 
Dclfed in the news-papers. 

I next find James Napper Tandy; tlien a broken fliop- 
keeper, and fincc Chef-de-Brigade in the French rcrvicfe, ac 
the nesid of his *' ajrgrejratc bodies." attempting to overawe 
the Parliament and the Government, and regulatmg the police 
cf the IriOi metropolis*. 

The t introdudion of a Bill for the better paving and lights 
ing the city, again threw Dublin into a ferment : an addrefs to 
the Lord Lieutenant, after much oppofition from the Patriots, 
ch>fed this Seflion ; in an amendment propofed by Mr. Fof- 
ter, (to whom Ireland owes fo much on account of his fyilem 
of corn laws) was the following paragraph: " they (the 
Commons) entertained the warmeft hopes that the interval be- 
tween the clofe of the prefent Seflion, and the beginning of the 
next, would afford fuflBcient opportunity for forming a wife and 
well digefted plan, for a liberal arrangement ot commercial in* 
tercourfe between Great Britain and Ireland, to be then brought 
forward:^ ." The Parliament was then prorogued, 

'The following is Mr. Plowden's pi6lure of the State of th^ 
capital at this period : 

** § The difficulties of the Seffion were greater from without 
than from within the waills of the Senate ; it appears from 
the efforts of fome of the members upon the armed affociations 
when the Seflion was over, that attempts were made to;carry 
thequeftion (ot reform) loft in Parliament, by a majority out 
of it. After the prorogation, the difcontent and violence of 
the people rather encrealed than ditnini(hed : the populace fre- 
quently affembled and committed unjuftiHable outrages; they at- 
tacked the houfes and perfons of (hop-keepers, who werefuf- 
peded of not favouring the H non-importation agreement; and 
in \fomeinftances they proceeded after the American faihion, 
to the defperate meafure of tarring and feathering.'* 

On 



• Hift. Review, p; 85, fecond volume. 
^ f Ibid, p. 87. 

t Ibid, p. 94. 

§ Ibid, p. 9c. 

H The Irilh Parliament having refufed^o enter into a war of /ii^//i?- 
ing duiiesw\x\i England, non* importation, and non-confumption agree* 
ments were entered into by the Patrkn and their pattLuns* 

f Almoft every day fome unfortunate /0/«/tfr diUnquent onderwent 
ibis cruel punifiiment; he was fiiippcd to his (kin, fmeaied over with 

hoe 
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On^the 7th June, 17B4, the city of Dublin in a meeting con- 
vened by the Sheriff, took up the jjucflion of Reform : ** tbc 
. principal objc£lion to Mr. Flood's Bill (accordinj^ to Mr. P.) 
having been, that it originated in an armed body, it was now 
thought expedient to attempt the meafure in fome way lefs 
exceptionable*.*' 

Amongft their refolutions was the following : + •• refolved 
(with one diffenting voice) that to extend the rights of fuffrage 
to our Roman Catholic brethren, flill preferving in its fuUeft 
extent the prefent Proreftant government of this country^ 
would be a meafure fraught with the happieft confequenceSj 
and would^Kp highly conducive to civil liberty.'* A X ^of^ 
inflammatory addrefs was next voted to the people of Ireland* 
and laftly^, '' a remonjirance** to his Majeily, from the fame 
enlightened body, which the Lord Lieutenant promifed to 
tranlmit, at the fame time declaring, '* I (hall not fail to convey 
my entire difapprobation of it ; as cafting unjuft re^cfiions 
upon the laws and Parliaments of Ireland, and tending to 
weaken the authority of both||." 

Soon after f the caufe of reform received a fatal blow from 
the difunion which broke out among the volunteers of Ireland, 
upon the fabje6l of admitting the Roman Catholics to the rights 
of fuffrage. The late Lord Charlemont was decidedly againft 
the meafure of giving them the eleSivifranchife ; the tide of 
popularfavour was immediately turned from this great and good 
chara£ler. Let no man ever expefl to preferve popularity in 
Ireland for any length .of time, unlefs he has determined toga 
every defperate length with the party he has once efjpoufed. 

Another national convention was about this time lummoned 
40 meet in Dublin, and the high (heriff was fined, &c. for his 
folly in convening it. (Hid. Rev. p. 106) 

A Qualification Bill was next offered to Parliament, by the 
Patriots, and rejefled, in January 17^5. (Hift. Rev. p. 111.) 

In the February following (Hift. Review, from p. 1 la to p. 
138.) the commercial propofitions (which Mr, Fofter had allu- 
ded to in his amendment to the Addrefs, at the clofe of the 
laft Seflion) were brought forward ; fcarcely any oppofition 
was made to their xntrodufl'ion ; but in a very (hort time, the 
guardians of Iriih independence took (or rather pretended to 



hot pitch or tar, a bag of feathers was ^rown upon him, and in this 
coDdidon he waf kicked home by ihe *'• aggregate bodies;" aliat^ the 
Mob of Dublin. 

• Hift. Review, p. 96, iecond volume. 

+ Ibid, 97. X ^^^' S IWd, loi, 

I Ibid, 10 J. f Ibid, 105, 
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take) the alarm. It was Tagacioufly difcQverai; that thefe pro- 
|io(rtioh9 had been framed tor the purpofe of making Ireland*; 
•• a tributary nation/* accordingly " the gift was reje^ed and 
knrled bacK with fcorn," *' Ireland would never confenttob^ 
» flave andi pay tribute," &c. &c. Such were theargumesU 
with which thefe. propofitions fo beneficial to Ireland were rew 
fifted'; and thus Ireland became more and more alienated from 
£hgtbnd, loft her trade, and preferved what fhe confidered het 
paeriotifm. 

Their failure arofe from the following circumftances : when 
chequeftion of the propofitions was debated in our Houfe of 
Commons, it was objeEled in the courfe of the debate^ and 
with great reafon, that as Ireland was an independent kingdom^ 
there was no fecurity for her adopting the regulations made by- 
Great Britain to regulate her trad^ and navigation with her co» 
fonies and plantations ; and therefove to obviate this objeftion 
cm article wq& addvd to the propofitions, that Ireland fltoidid 
tidopc the regvilations of trade aiM navigation impofed by our 
Parliament on the Englilh nation : and that whciiever Ireland 
^efnfed to do fo, the treatv of trade (hould be at an endw 

The Members of the OppofitiM in our houfe, who had hi- 
therto opDofed thefe propofitions as being exclufiydy beneficial 
to Iceland, now thotight proper to oppofe them, upon another 

frinciple, vi^. that they were an^attack upon theindependenceof 
reland, and a eovert attempt to refume that iegiftative amhority 
Over Ireland^ which in 178^, Great Britain had abandoned. 

** I have been informed," faid the late Lord Clarcf , «' from au- 
tliority which I cannot doabt, that this curioiity was ftruck out by 2 
gentleman of diftinguifhed ability, a native of this country, who had 
]-mg been a member of the Britifh Honfeof CommonSy and tharwhtft 
he itarcd it to the party with whom he adsd, they reprobated the do* 
eeptjon* m too grofs eren for Iviih duperjr, he told thm» ' I know my 
Qoaatrymen, and be affurcd they will fwallow the bait/ Thue eveqt 
Jiss eftabJiOied his fagacky, and in^tireate knowledge of his country- 
men : the Irilh gudgeon did (waUow the bait. PerUh the empitcl 
lire the coni^irution I was the ^herne of Irilh dignity of that day : a 
fpecits of furvivorfiiip not altogether intelligible to a man of plain ui^* 
derlTanding: but the jargon was received with general and enthufiaftic 
admiration, as a fublime effufion of Irifh cloqaeoce, and anaafwefifalB 
proof of Britilh duplicity. Will any man be fb'jnd at this dt^ to b^ 
lieve, that the forward charadlers i(i this Irilh farce were duped by 
their Briiilh connexions ? — No. — The foUd tnterefts of Great Britain 
aod Ireland, were facrificed on the altar of fiidlionj:." 

* AH thefe expteffions weee made ufe of tn the lri(h debates* 
f Speech of Lo^d Cl«re, in February tSoo, p.50 



r Speech of Lojd Cl«re, in Vebrnafy tSoo, p.50. 

X Mr. P. has quotedy^iivt part of Ae Sprtch of Lord CUie on the 

iiifni I am fuppJing what be has omiltadof it, . *• 

The 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Hi 

- Tiic Irifli Oppofiticnt elated at their vIAory. over tlie pro- 
pofitions, next brought forward their bill for limiting the Pen- 
iioai#ifti which was negajtived*^ The Police KlU intro- 
duced bjr the Irifh Government, became the next fubjed of 
popular grievance. The objefi of this bill was to fecure tha 
peace oT the metropoiisi by Cubftituting, in the place of ^ 
very inefficient watch« an armed police ; and it empowered 
the Government to appoint four Magiftrates, at a fmall (alary 
per ann. It was however difcovcred, t " *at this bill, ua-r 
4et the fpeciou€ pretence of giving police, went to take away 
the conftitutionf " , _ . . , 

NationSf as well as individuals, arc^ fubjefl to temporary 
fits of madnefs. A pUthora may> in both cafes., be fometime$ 
ibe caufe* The unhappy individual fancies he fees aa enemy 
in every viiitor* The Irifh nation in its infanity at that 
period, beheld, in every meafure propofed by the Govern- 
ments of cither country, an attack upon its conftitutional in- 
dependence I 

It is no wonder, whilft this political tumult agitated the 
capital, that riots of another defirription were going forward 
in the country .^-Accordinglv, we learn from Mr.. Plowden's 
worki diat during this period, 1787, ^ the Right-boys," un^ 
der tl^iir t l^<fer^ (the Captains Kight) were redreiUng, by 
no&urnal and diurnal infurre^Uon, the grievances of Munfter. 
We learn from this work* that the Oppofltion charged the 
Government wkh fomenting thefe difturbonces, (as if they 
hadtioC buiinefs enough on their hands) and ^ that they had 
fome dark delign in fufferine them to come to maturity;" a 
charger Mr. P. admits, of Uich intenfe malevolence, and of 
fuch incalculable miTchiel^ ou^ht not to be even imagined* 
<widlottt the ftrongeft prefumption and grounds §. 

II Various repceCentatioos were made to the Houfe of 
Commons, of the caufes and extent of thefe infurrefUons; 
but thofe members who wiQied to prefenre their eleflioneering 
intereft in thofe coumies treated them as of flight imporunce» 
and folely owing to jche fupinenefs of magiftratcs. One coun« 
ty member imputed them I " to the eflfefts of fome whilky„ 



* Hift. Review, p. 146^ voL ii. 
f Ibid. p. 149* 

t Every feparate party was commanded by a Captain Ri^bt, ttiie 
adorned title of every leader of thit Pdpiii banditti. 
$ Hift. Review, p. 151* 
I Ibid. p. ij5. 
f Ibfd.p; ijo^oete. 
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to which the country people had been treated, and which every 
gentleman knows operates on the lower orders of people, as 
oil of rodium does on rkts.** The borough*members, whiofe 
eledions did not depend upon popular favour, and fome of 
whom had been driven' fromtheir houfes and fired at, gave a 
very diflPercnt reprefentation 5< of the violences of thofe A- 
luiled people." (Hift. 'Review) Their mode of proceediftg 
was thus : and it bears no great traces of the effeds either 
of whijky or dilufim. 

They aflbmbled at a Catholic chapel, and there took the 
oath to obey Captain Right ; thofe lad fworn then went, oXi 
the enfuing Sunday, to the chapel adjoining, and fwore thofe 
parities next. The firft objeft of their reformation was tithes ; 
next, they fwore the people not to give more than a certain 
price for rent of land ; next, not to aflift the Proteitant cler- 
gyman with their carts to draw away his tithes : they aMb 
iwore the people not to fuffer tithe.proflors; and the unfor- 
tunate men of that employment who fell into their hands were 
treated with all the mm. ingenious devices of cruelty. They 
next proceeded to infift, that no new churches fliould be built, 
unlefs the* old ones were given up for popith . chapels; 
and, laftly, to prevem the coUefiion of the hearth-money tax. 
Such was the Attomey-General's (afterwards Lord Clare} re- 
prefentation of this infurre£lion to a Committee of the whole 
Houfe, on the 31ft of January, 1787. 

Unfortunately for the tranquillity of the fouth of Ireland, 
no Catholic Bifhop eScerted his influence among thefe " de^ 
luded people", with the (ame efieft that Dr. Troy (then titular 
Bifhop of Oflbry) had, in 1784, againft the White-boys. The 
government was therefore obliged to fend the army to the 
South ; and pafled in Parliament, after great oppofition from 
the patriots, fp. 157, vol. ii.) " the Bill to prevent tumultuous 
Meetings". This Bill empowered government to raife an 
armed police in a difturbed county, to be paid by the coun* 
ty ; which meafure was devifed^ by the late Irifli Chancellor; 
and I am informed, that thofe parts of Ireland in which this 
Bill has been carried into tStQ.^ by their comparative tranquiU 
lity with other counties, have proved the policy and wifdom 
of this meafure. 

During this ftate of political ferment in every part of Ine- 
iand, and of rebellion in the South, the fubjeft of^athes (p. 164) 
was brought forward in the Iriih Houfe of Commons. Mr. 
Secreury Orde. (p. 168) " infifted, that in the exifting fiat^e 
of the country, it was impoflible to.hold out* in any degree, 
an expe6lation that the Houfe would even enter upon the Tub. 
je3:". This a popular orator pronounced to be " a veto 

(P J69) 
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{p: 169) Y/hlchyialed up^the fprings of humanity"*. ."• It was 
lingular*', fays Mr. P. *' that fo many feflions hdd paffed over, 
wkhout any motions concerning the body of the Roman Ca« 
tholic^" (p. 171). 

ConOderiQg the condufl: of the Catholic peafantry of the 
South, I am not quite fo much fuprifed at this circumftance 
as Mr. P. feems to be. At this period the Duke of Rutland 
^died) a nobleman very much beloved in Ireland; (p. 178,) 
The Marquis of Buckingham fucceeded him in January 1788, 
During bis adminiftration, the chief popular grievances were, 
the want of a limited penfion bill (p. .185), a refpoofibility billg 
(p. i88), tithes (p. 197), and the hearth-money tax (p. 192). 
An attempt to inveftigate the abufes in the public offices made 
this nobleman very unpopular. The confequences of this en* 
quiry, according to Mr. P. were truly calamitous (p. 199). 
^*' Many defaulters fled the country, others cut their throats, a 
jfizu Rood the brunt of enquiry *\ Throughout every part of 
this work I difcover, that the author of it pofleffes a. large 
ihare of that talent, which all writers have looked upon as the 
firft ingredient of genius, namely, invention. 

" In the courfe of the year 178S", he informs us, p. 200^ 
** the county of Armagh was di&urbed, by the lacredfed ani^ 
mofities and outra)jes of the Pcep-of-Day Boys and Defends 
crs. The two -lets (I prefume he meant fefls) had been 
advancing in numbers; fyftem, and ferocity fince the* year 
1785; they arofe, Hie many confiderabit ana tumultuary Jets ^ 
«r denominations of men, from mere accident". It was mere 
accfdent, of courfe, that organized tie White- Boys, Right- 
Boys, and United Irifhmen! He then proceeds to give his 
reader an hiftory of •* the Defenders", which he ha« compiled 
in this manner: he has copied verbatim Sir Richard Muf^ 
grave's account of their origin ; and, in his own account of 
the courfe of their progrefs, he ha« feleQed from the Baronet's 
accurate Hiftory, fuch parts as fuited his purpoie ; and haff 
carefully omitted thofe m which their real deiigns are un- 
niaflted. I therefore refer my reader to Sir Richard Muf^ 

f rave's Hiftory, third edition, vol. i. p. 61 ; where they will 
nd an account of the murders and atrocities of this popifb 
banditti, from the time of their organization, until they merged 
m the fociety of United Irilhmen. 

For obvious reafons, I fhall pafs over thecondudlof the 
Irifh Parliament upon the Regency, (p. 203.) That mo* 
mentous queftion, which prov<3, on what a bafelefs fabric 
the connexion between the two kingdoms was built. It was 
upon this memorable occaiioix, that Mr. Fitz-Gibbon, " whp 
was faithful found among the faithlefs," fomuch diftinguifeed 

H kimfelf, 
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himfelf, and for his condud be was foon after rewarded with 
m Peerage and the Seals of Ireland. 

Upon His Majefty's recovery, the Irifh government was 
again embarraffed by the oppofition in Parliament; (Hift. 
Review, p. 254, vol. ii.) the Police Bill, (ibid.) the Penfion 
Bill, (ibid. p. 255.) Patentee Employments and (ibid. p. 270.} 
Tythes were brought forward, and every effort was made 
to render the Marquis of Buckingham's adminiftration un- 
popular. 

At this period, April 1789, a new political Society, ♦ the 
Whig Club, was formed; clad in the fame uniform as, and 
a£ling in concert with the Club of that denomination in our 
country. Mr. P. gives the following defcriptionof it: (ibid* 
p. 271.) 

'* It was a lendezvouz, and a round of cabinet dinners for the 
members of the oppofition ; here were planned and arrang|ed all the 
meafures of attack upon the miniftrjr ; each member had his roeafare* 
or his queftion in turn, the plans of debate and manoeuvre were prc« 
concerted, and to each was affigned that (hare of the attack he was 
moft competent to mamtain« Inis Club was aided by the afltftance 
of fome of the popular newfpapers, continued to announce its days of 
dining, to prodaim its fcntiments in the (hape of reiblutions, or an. 
nounce them obltqndy in the ihape of anonymous patagrap^hs. Their 
fpeechcs, gaatnUlyntailed with point, virulence, and acrimony, always 
turned upon the prolific chapter of Government, and parliamentary 
abnfcs, were calculator to work upon the paffions, more than to guide 
the thifiher reafmi of the mdtUnde : — Such, in truth, has generally 
been the fyfiem of taking an ungenerous advantage of me Irilh 
charadcr"!!! " 

I have been obliged to give an epitome of, rather than a 
criticifm upon, this part of Mr. Plowden's fecond volume. 
He has, in his pages, recorded the events which took place; 
and, though he has given the fpeeches of the opponents of go- 
vernment at length, and has abbreviated the replies; yet every 
intelligent reader (that has patience to wade thnough this part 
of his book) will eafily diilinguifh eloquence from bombaft, 
argument from declamation, and the voice of reafon from the 
clamour of fadion and party. 

I have briefly noticed that epidemic popular frenzy, which 
hurried fuch numbers, even of the loyal part of the Irifli na* 
tion,tolhe brink 6rdeflru6lion. Fortunately, theconfequences 



♦ Hift. Review, p. 27 1,— Sec the mcarurcs to which they pledged 
themftlves, in p. 290, 
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of the Flinch Revolution, and particularly Mt. Burke's book, 
at length opened the eves of the refleSing part of the Irifli 
con^munity to their folly, violence, and danger; and many 
then difcovered, that their oppofition to the govern- 
ixienty their inflammatory fpeeches to an inflammable peo- 
ple, with the innovating do6trines then afloat, would in- 
evitably lead to the overthrow of the conilitution, and the 
introdu6lion of anarchy, and its confequences. Many al fa 
became at lafl: convinced, that they had been made dupes, and 
had been aflifting to pla^ the game of Irifli fa£lion, and fepa« 
ration from Great Britain. 

I am now arrived at the year 179K 

*' It may appear fingnlar", remarks this writer, " that feverd 
▼cars had npw gone over, fince Ireland had become independent ia 
tier legiflature and free in her trade; that the great body of the Irifb 
people, who were ftill opprefTed with a griruous code of penal ftatates, 
uiould have attempted no public roeafure to be admitted to the enjoy- 
ment of that conftitution, which theiir coantrymen fo triomphantly 
boafted of having aflerted and obtained'\ 

(The conceflions hitherto obtained were of no value In this 
gentleman^s eilimation.) " The voice of the nation had been 
loud and unanimous for univerfal toleration, and indijcriminate 
participation of civil rights by every Irifhradn"; I prefume 
ne meant to fay political rights, the former having been al- 
ready obtained : and when ne infifts upon the unanimity of 
Iriflimen on this point, he forgets that he had fo lately a'c-, 
qoainted his reader of the difference of opinion, which he had 
admitted to exift among the volunteers, and other public bo- 
dies in that kingdom, uppn the policy^ of yielding to the Ca- 
tholics the de&ivtfranchije. 

♦ " Publications,'* he informs his reader, "were circulated 
upon the tendency of the Catholic religion -y* I admit they were : 
and I very well recolleSl^ that in moft of them it was main- 
tained, that its principles were f reconcileable to any form of 
government, to a Republic, as well as a Monarchy: can the, 
converfe of this propofition be now maintained, viz. that a 
Republic is equally fuited to the Catholic religion I If I am 
to judge from France» where a biOiop's income is but 5000 



• Hift. Review, p-jiS, ?oL ii, 

+ It is rather fingnlar, that Catholic wnters, lay a»4r«ll as clerical, 
ftoald make this veriatility of their religion a boaA, when Dean Swift, 
i n his " Prefbyterian's Pica of Merit,'' olyc^ it agaioft their faith» as 
itsi^pioacb. 
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lii/ns, not 250I. of our money, and a pariffa priefi's 506? 
JivrfSy or about 20I. Britifll per ann. I am inclined to be o£ 
opinion, that a Republic is not much fuited to the fplendour 
of the Roman Catholic religion. 

" Paftoral inftru6lions were publiflied by Roman Catholicr 
Biihops dirough their diocefes, and read in all chapels,, to 
dehort their congregations from imbibing the pernicious doc-^ 
trines fo feduloufly attempted to be fpread amongft them* and 
to enforce fubordinati^jn, peace, and loyalty in their condu£l* :'* 
with what fuccefs, the outrages of the Defenders, then at their 
height, and the events of 1798, have fufficiently manifefted. ^ 

In a note to this part of his work, Mr. P. fays, 

«* That in his cafe ftated^ (a pampblet publifhed by him in this' 
year) he profefled an opinion, which tit experience and observation 
have (ince confirmed, that circumfianced as the Irijb are^ their ftrift 
obfervance ot the Catholic religion, is fupereminently calculated to 
'preferve them from anarchy and confufion, and Jceep thenl dodle, 
quiet, and loyal." 

Quaere, to whom ? for the aftive part taken by fo many 
Catholic priefts in 1797 and 1798, in the Cabinet^ as well as 
in the field, the defertions from the Catholic yeomanry and 
militia during the rebellion, &c. &c. &c. have proved, that it 
is not ^^fuperitntnently calculated" to make them loyal to His' 
Majefty, or his Irifh government. 

Mr. P. foon after informs his reader, f •' that the patriots 
who, almoft to a man, were favourable to the claims of 
the Catholics, declined bringing them forward before Par- 
liament, becaufe the very circumftance of their being moved 
from the oppoGtion bench would be a fure ground of rejec- 
tion: the Catholics could not but obferve the indifpofition 
of government to conceflion daily increafe; and the day of 
remonftrance and redrefs vanifli behind the cloud of rigour 
and coercion, now affumed neceffary to be exercifed upon' 
the people". I am really at a lofs to difcover, to what 
meafures of coercion and rigour this writer here alludes. 

The. Convention or Gunpowder Bills had not yet pafled, 
nor was the Habeas Corpus A61 fufpended, though the Defenders 
were- in poDefBon of fix counties, arid a Catholic Parliament' 
was fummoned to meet in the capital; and as to the unanimity 



. * Hift. Review, p. 3 1 8. 

+ Ibid. p. 321. — He forgot that he had admitted the difference of 
opinion which exifted among them, u^h the policy of adiuitting the 
Catholics to Abe ele^ive franchife. ^ 
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of the patriots, did I choofe to mention names, which' I 
have all along, as much as poffible, avoided, I could cnume* 
rate forae of the moft refpeftable, who, alarmed- at the alliance, 
ofFcnfi ve and dcfenfi ve, lately concluded, between the nloft 
violent of the Catholic body and the notorious Republicans 
of the country, became immediately hoftile to their clairas. 

Did his readers require any additional proof, that as yet 
no rigour or coercion was reforted to by the Irifh Govern7 
tnent, and that even the Roman Cathohcs themfelves were 
not unanimous in then bringing forward their claims, the pro^ 
ceedings of this Catholic Committee or Parliament (according to 
Mr. P. s own account) are an anfwer to this unwarrantable af-* 
fertion. This legiQative aflembly met upon the i ith of Febru- 
ary, 1791*. The magiftrates of Dublin wilhed to difperfe it, 
but the government would not permit them; and the + moft 
refpeftable and loyal part of the Catholic body, with Lord 
Kenmare at their head, alarmed at the violence of this Com- 
mittee, and difgufted at the lead which certain democratic 
charafters had taken in it, feceded, to the number of fixty- 
four, from this meeting. Mr. Plowden afferts, that " the 
caftle having intimated to thofe gentlemen of the Catholic 
body, upon whom they had a more immediate influence, how 
offenfive to government this connexion and union between 
the Catholics and Dijfenters were, hence arofe that feceffion 
from the Committee J". 

The Government of Ireland had no other influence upon 
Lord Kenmare and his party, but what their loyalty and good, 
fcnfe gave it; and, at this period, no fpecific political con- 
nefiion had as yet taken place between thefe fefts ; the Re- 
port of the Secret Committee of the Irifh Houfe of Commons 
mforming us, that the firft official communication between the 
Catholic Committee and ,the Diflenters took j)Iace early in 
1792. The truth is, that this Catholic Committee, having 
from its firft formation made an alliance with every fac- 
tious individual, avowed republican, city orator, and defperatQ 
adventurer, the Lords Kenmare, Fingal, and their friends, who 
looked up to Parliament for relief §, feceded from this demo- 

crati^ 



• Dr. Daigenan's Fair Reprefentation, p. 115. 
+ See Hift. Review, p. 324, where he admits the fadl. 
J Ibid. 

^ And, becaufe they dared to addrefs tlie government, and tp 
Ipeak the loyal fentimcnts which they felt, this Committee, inderifipn. 
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cratic*convcntion, neither liking the company of which It was 
coropofcd, nor the proceedings it adopted; and the lubfequent 
fate of fo many of thofe demagogues has jufiified the conduA 
and fufpicions of tbefe very refpeftable individuals. 

Even after their feceffion, a fecond fchifm took place ; for 
this writer informs us (p. 325), 

•« that they (the Committee) appointed twelve gentlemen^ to take, 
without delay, foch fieps as they ihould deem expedient for their re- 
lief: thofe gentlemen accepted the triilt ; but, after having repeatedly 
met, two of ihcm differed in opinion, with regard to the propriety of 
coming forward at that parcicolar period^ and declined complying,;' 
with the direfklon they had received.'' 

Such was the unanimity among the Irifli Catholics, upon 
the propriety of then coming forward with their cMims! an^ 
fuch is this .writer's confifiency between the faQs which he 
records, and the aflertions he makes ! His work next informs 
his reader, " that the fiimmer pafled over withotit any cir- 
cumftance of notability relative to the Catholic body". The 
loyal Proteflants, who' were hunted from their habitations, by 
that Catholic banditti, the Defenders, would not, I fmcy^ 
perfeftly agree with Mr. Plowdcn: I am, however, fatisfied» 
that they will not entirely contradi£l his next conjeQpre, 
(p. 330} " that it appears highly probable, that meafuFespi¥er6 
carrying on in jconcert, Between the Proteilams of the North; 
chiefly Diflenters*, and the body of the Roman Catholics". 
They well remember, that in this^'year was founded the cele* 
irated Society of United Iriihmen, whofe obje3 was " to pro- 
mote a brotherhood of affeftion (for thepurpofcs of infurreetion 
and treafon] amongft Iriflimen of every religious perfuafion" ; 
and into which were immediately aflbciated, Diflemers and Ca- 
tholics, Deills, Free thinkers. No-thinkers, and other Proteftams 
of this defcription. Theobald Wolfe Tone, ihen agent to th^ 
Catholic Committee, was the father of this Society, and the 
compofer erf fome of the n0/l admired manifeftoes that iflued 
from both* 



ftykd them " the Addrefleis", an epithet which Mr. P. almoft eveiy 
where alfo give» them* 

* Dr. Emigenan, in his Fair Repiefentation, ftates, that the Dif- 
fenters in Ireland are not one to eight to the Catholics. The Catho- 
lic Convention, which met in Dublin, in 1*792, firft broached the po- 
litioD, that Catholics exceeded Proteftanta in the proportion of three 
to one. Mr. P. makes the number of the Diffentei;^ fa Ireland C(|aal 
fo th$u of the P^oieftants J I } Hiftt Review, vol. ii. .p. 372. ' 

•« Tht 
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" ♦ The afts of this period". Mr. Plowdcn fays, " an to be W/4i*&/ 
, as they took place, and not as they may now appear in the eyes of 
thofe, who. confider every adi or tranfadion as tainted with trea* 
ion, becaufe fame of the ad^ors in them were afterwards •guilty of 
treafon. // i$ requifite to (how, that thcfc firft Societies of United 
Irifhmen di£fered irom thofe who afterwards entered into rebellion i 
liere nothing was fecret, nothing ambiguous, nodiing inconfiftent with 
the duty of a loyal fubjcft,'* 

Look at the t Profpedius of this Society. (Appendix, No. I V» 
T%dPart.) 

•* Idem fentire, dicere, agere.** 

" It \% propofed that^ at this conjundlure, a Society fhall be in* 
liitated in this city, having much of thefecrecfy and fomewhat of the 
ceremonial attached to freemafonry ; with io much fecrecy as may 
communicate curioiity, uncertainty, and expe^ation to the minds of 
farrounding men : with fo much imprefGve and affeding ceremony 
in an its internal ceconomy, as without impeding real bufifie/s, may 
ftrike the foul through the fenfcsj^ and addreffing the whole man, may 
animate his philofophy by the energy, of his paifions. Secree;^ is ex^ 
fidient and necejfary : nt will make the bond of union more cohefive, 
and the fplrit of this union more ardent and condenfed ; it will en- 
velope this denfe flame with a cloud of gloomy ambiguity, that will 
not only fecilitate its own agency, but will at the fame time confound 
a^d terrify its enemies by their ignorance^of the defign, the extent^ 
the diredlion, or the confequence* It will throw a veil over thoie 
individuals, whofe profeffional prudence might make them wifh to be 
concealed, until a manifefiation of themfelves became abfiSutefy ne- ' 
iifiar^: and, laftly, J<crec^ is neceflary, becaufe it is by no means 
certain, that a country fo great ailranger to itfelf as Ireland, where 
the North and the South, and the Eaft and the Weft, meet to won- 
der at each other, is yet prepared for the adoption of one political 
^th ; while there may be individuals from each of thefe quarters 
ready *to adopt fuch a profeffion, and to propagate it with their beft 
abilities, wiim neceifary, with their blood/' 

** Let its name be the Irifli Brotherhood/* 

And that its two great obje£ls. Revolution and Separation 
from England, were not concealed from its commencement, 
the following «|;tra<£ts will clearly prove : — 

** Can the renovation in the Conftitution, which we all deem ne- 
ceilaiy» be accomplilhed by the ways of the Conftitution I Tht evil« 



♦ Hift. Review, p. 330. 

f I have given this celebrated profpedlos in my Appendix, fince 
Mr. Plowdem hat pitied it in bit, at well as moft of the (ffidal fafert 
#f the United Irifhmen* 

fajri 
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hfi Junius, Iks too deep to be cuted by any remedy lefs thaa {ooie 
great convulfion, which may Bring back the Conftitation to ita ori* 
ginal principles^ or utterly deftroy it. — Is this opinion ftill truer 
when applied to this Country, or is ic falfe ?" 

•• When the ariftocracy come forward, the people fall backward. 
When the people come forward, the ariftocracy, fearful of being left 
behind, infinuace therofelves into our ranks, and rife into timid 
leaders, or treacherous auxiliaries; thry mean to make us their inftru- 
ments : let tti rather make them our hjflrumentt — one of the two muft 
happen: the people muft ferve rhe purpofes of party, or the party muft 
emerge in the nlightinels of the people, and Hercules will then leaa 
upon his club." 

*< Oo the 14th df July, the day which fhall evet commemorate the 
French Revolution, let this Society pour out their firft libation to 
European Liberty, eventually the liberty of the world; and with 
their hands joined in each other, and their eyes raifed to Heaven, in bis 
prefence who breathed into them an ever-living (bul, let them fwear to 
maintain the riehrs and prerogatives of Ireland as an INDEPEND- 
ENT KINGDOM.^Dicu et mon droit! is the mottd of Kings.— 
Dieu et la ]il)erty I exclaimed Voltair, when he firft beheld Franklin, 
his fellow-citizen of the world.^— Dieu et nos droits! let Iriftimen cry 
aloud to each oihcr, the cry of mercy, of juftice, and of vidory I" 

The firft article of their Conjiitution^ was in thefe words : 

«« ift. This f>ociety is conftituted for the purpofe of forwarding a 
brotherhood of aftedion, a communion of rights, and an union of 
power among Irifiimen of rvery religious fer/uafion ; and thereby to 
obtain a compeat reform in the Legiftature, founded on the principles 
of civil, political, and religious lil^rty." 

And the fecond paragraph of their oath or teft, was as fol- 
lows:— 

<« i do further declare, (in the awful preferice of God} that neither 
hopes, fears, rewards, or punilhments, (hall ever induce me diredUy 
0t indircftly, to inform on, or give evidence againft any member or 
members of this or (imilar Societies, for any ad or expreffion done or 
made colledively or individually, in or out of this Society, in pur-* 
fuance of the fpirit of this obligation/' 

I muft confefs, that I cannot difcover much ambiguity \n 
their Profpeftus, Refolution) andTeft; but if they do not 
unequivocally exprefs fecrecy and difloyalty, the words of the 
language we fpeak have no meaning. 

And in a letter written in 179I5 by the founder of this in^ 
famous Society, and which was fent to Belfaft, with the Pro- 
fpeSus, &c. were thefe expreffions ; 

•i My unalterable opinion is, that the bane of Irilh profperity is in 
the influence of England : 1 believe that influence will ever dc ex* 
tended, while the connexion between the countries continues; never- 
ihelcf? ^s I K»ow that opinion is for the frejeut too hardy, though il 
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««Tf Iktk time will efiablifli it aniTerrally* I have not made \t a part 
bf the reiblations; I have only propoTed to fet up a reformed Parlia^ 
ment at a barrier againft that mifchief» which every honeft man that 
will open his eyes muft fee in every inftance overbears the inteceft of 
Ireland. I have not faid one word that looks like a wiih ioxjeparmiiait^ 
though I give it as my decided opinion^ that fuch an event would bo 
a regeneration of this country." 

And in another part are thefe remarkable words : 

" With a reformed Parliament every thing is eafy — without it no- 
thing can be done." 

And in another manifefto i/Tued by this fociety early in 17929 
they boaft^ 

" that in this fociety and its affiliated focieties, the Catholic and 
the Prelbyterian are at this inftant holding out their hands and open, 
ing their hearts to each other, agreeing in principlet^ concurring he prac-^ 
Uce. Univerfal emancipation and reprefentative legiflature is the polar 
principle which guides our fociety, and (hall guide it through all the 
tumult of famous and fl aquation of parties," 

In another manifefto they declare, 

** In the fincerity of our hearts do we defire Catholic emancipation : 
but were it obtained to-morrow, to morrow we would go on, as we 
do to-day, in the purfuit of that reform, which would ftill be wanting 
to ratify their liberties, as well as our own.*' , 

And what fort of a reform was their objeS, they very can- 
didly ftated in their manifefto of 1793. 

«« Let usconjnre you not to abufe the prefent precious moment by a 
ielf-extinguifhrnent, by a credulous committal of your judgment and 
. fenfes to the diredion of others, by an idle and idiot ^aze on what 
may be going on in Parliament.-»91&^ 'will of the nation ought ta he de^ 
ilaredi before any reform ought to take place. Nothing lefs than the 
people can fpcak for the people. This competency refides not in a 
few freeholders ftiivering in the corner of a county court, but only ia 
the whole community, reprefcntcd in each county arat prefent in An- 
trim by parochial delegation, to provincial conventions, the union of 
which muft form the awful will of the Iri(h people*." 

Such were the principles and avowed objedls of thefe foci^ 
cties immediately formed after the profpedus had been iflued, in 
every town in that kingdom, and which focieties the Irifh pa- 
triots in Parliament propofed to conciliate and (atisfy by their 

* The original manifeftoes or addrefles firom whence thefe extract 
have been made, ait tobe found in the Report of the Secret Committee 
©f the Irifh Parliament in 1798, in Appendix I. II. III. IV. V. VI. 

plans 
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plans of reforns and emancipation ! Thefe manlfeftqes of thr 
Ir'ifti Union wcrcj as I am informed, moftly the cocTipofittons of 
Theobold Wolfe Tone, then agent to the Catholic committee^ 
and are figned by their fecretaries, James Napper Tandy, and 
tnother gentleman, who having fmce heartily repented of his 
political errors, has in confequence received the pardon of bir 
S«vereign-^had his wiM fchemes been realized, he would no 
doubt have long fince feUen a yidim to his own imprudence 
and the intrigues of the low ruffians of his party — ^fo different is 
thegratitude of republicans from the clemency of a monarch ! 
■ The defign of the leaders of this fociety from its commence- 
ment was theeftabliihment of a republic in Ireland, independ^ 
ent of Great Britain. For the firft three years their attention 
was engaged in bringing over to their focieties perfons of ta- 
lents and adivity in every part of that kingdom ; and in order 
to prepare the public mfnd for their maturer plans, publications 
written with a view of degrading the Parliament and govern- 
ment in the eyes of the people were diftributed^r^//>by this 
fociety*:— Paine's "Rights of Man/* and "Age of Rea- 
fon," were difleminated with great induftry ; the latter,- Sir R. 
Mufgrave informs us in his Hiliory, the Irifh priefts forbad thcir- 
flocks to read ; to the former the majority of them had little . 
objedion. Emancipation was held out to the Catholic, and 
reform to the Preftyterian ; and having at length, as they ima- 
gined, fufficiently prepared the public mind for bolder doarines^ 
in 1795 the teft of this fociety underwent a ftriking alteration. 
The expreffions in the teft from henceforward Were — " I will 
perfevere in my endeavours to obtain an equal, full and ade- 
quate reprefentation of all the people of Ireland f/* omitting 
the words " in the Commons Houfe of Parliament,** which 
had been fubjoined in the original oath or teft. 

This is the only difference which I can trace between the 
original focieties and the latter ones, all of which were equally^ 
guilty of embruing their country in blood. 

Mr. P. aflures nis reader, that " the firft focieties of United 
Iriftimen were compofed entirely of Diffentcrs and Proieftants^ 



• See Report of the Secret Committee o^ Irifh ParliameAt, 1798. 

-f DoAor M'Nevin, the Irifli dire^or, having been aiked oy the 
late Irifh Chancellor upon his eifaminiition theiealon of this change in 
the teft or oath, M'Nevin replied, " the omiffion was made to recon- 
cile reformers and republicans, and becanfe tiey bad given np all idea rf 
trform, and nvere determined en reptthlicant/m*''^A^p^6ix No. xxx\p ' 
p. cclxxi* of Secret Cominictee of 1 798.— The reader willqbferve, that 
this change in the teft took phctiiiree years before the rebellion broke out. 

ind 
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amd that into them Catholics were not admitted/' Page 335, 
The contrary is riotorious to every man in Ireland. The very 
objeA of this focietv having been ^ to form a brotherhood of 
altfe£lion among Irifnmen of every religious perfuafion.*' It 
is alfo notorious, that Catholic gentlemen were original mem* 
bers of the parent focieties of Belfaft and Dublin ; that numbers 
of the Catholic merchants and Ihopkeepers of bodi towns, and 
multitudes of the lower orders of diat perfuafion in tfaofe cities 
became immediately members of the brotherhood, and that the 
ivhole body of the Defenders were at once admitted ai eundem 
into the inferior focieties of United Iriflimen. Of the lower 
order of Irifli Proteftants very few were ever members of thefe 
focieties of murder and treafon ; and with all his induftry, Mr. 
Plowden has been able to collet the names of but twenty- four, 
who were implicated in the rebellion^ two of whom were prinim 
crsy fix in an humble rank of life, and fofne others of them Dif«i 
fenters. A very great number of the Irifli Prefbyterians were 
no doubt United Triihmen ; but few of them were guilty of 
aAual rebellion in the field : luckily for the prefervation of 
their country, many before the 23d May 1798, had began to 
fufped the defigns of their Catholic allies, and did not come 
forward as was expe£led; and at length the mailacres at Wex- 
ford and Vinegar-hill, but above all the auto da fee at Sculb* 
bogue opened their eyes, broke the unnatural alliance, and 
faved Ireland, and perhaps the Britiih empire. By all the re* 
ports of all the fecret committees of both Houfes of the Iri(h 
Parliament, the north 4>f Ireland (where the Diflenters are 
more numerous than in any other part of that kingdom) was 
the beft armed, beft organized, moft formidable, and moft dlf- 
affei^ed : yec two feeble efforts of rebellion were only made in 
that province^ in Antrim and Down, in which counties the ma* 
jority are Catholics. No other reafon has been, or I believe 
ever can be affigned for the inaftion of the north, except the 
* fufpicions which I have mentioned the DiiTenters to have 
entertained of the ultimate obje£l of their new allies. 

It 



* The late Marquis of Downfhiie ftated in the Irifli Honie of 
Lords, at I have been informed^ ** that at a meeting of the delegates 
of the focieties of U. Inlhmen in the North in I79^» a propofal was 
made to take off by aflaffination the Great Men of the North or Lead- 
ing Ariflocrats, as they were ililed. This propofal was received with 
indignation by the Preibyterian delegates, to whom bis lordihip fsid 
be thought the' great men owed, and to whom^ as one concerned, he 
did pot hcfitate to acknowledge hti obligationr' This I believe was 

the 
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. It were endlefs to follow this Hiftorical Review through all. 
the miftatements which it gives of thofe tranfadions in which 
the Catholics of Ireland took a leading part. 

In a few pages farther, in Mr. Plovvden's work, we have an 
account of the animoAties between the Defenders and Peep-of- 
day-boys, whom this writer calls the ScotSj and he obfcrveSy- 
^< that it is not impoflible that the refufal of the Earl of Charle- 
mont to countenance and abet the Peep-of-day-boys, became 
the immediate caufe of a partner having been impofed upon him 
in the governmenr of tha,t province;" to prove his ignorance, 
there arc no governors o{ provinces in I/eland. Lord Charle- 
niont was governor of the county of Armagh : and on account 
of his age and infirmities another nobleman was afibciated 
with him to preferve the peace, by putting an end to thefe mu- 
tual outrages; and in another part he gives his reader an ac-. 
count of an engagement between the Defenders, and the ScoU^ 
and military : the former, after their defeat, he informs us, tpok. 
refuge in the hpufe of a Mr. Tucker. 

* ** The houfe was foon entered ; inaocent and guilty were drag*; 
gcd from their hiding places and butchered io cool blood » with cir*. 
cttinllances of barbarous cruelty. It is jufttce to fay the military be- 
haved, with as much humanity as bravery." 

If he means this as a fneer upon the courage of an handful of 
troops, it is mofl unwarrantable ; if he means to do juftice ta 
their humanity in taking prifoners and lodging in the jaol of 
Trim a party of infurgents, who had oppofed them in the field, 
and fired on them out of the windows, which is the true ac-* 
count of this tranfadtion, his own account of it is utterly in- 
confiflent ; for if thefe men were butchered in cool blood, there 
could be neither humanity or gallantry in the troops vfho muft- 
have looked on, and permitted it. 



the firft great di&rence of opinion between the two religions of vliKJx 
the northern focieties of U. Irilhmen were compofcd. The breach 
afterwards became wider and wider. I feel little apprehenfion of any 
future coalition among Prefby tecians and Catholics againft the ftate ; 
the former ZTC the natural allies of the trifh Froteftanrs. The wilh to 
extinguifh parties in Irelaod may be very philanthrepic : how far it 
may be politic, I pretend not to judge; but cannot avoid thinking it 
(while the prefent generation lafts) juft as pra^icable as the plan of 
Swift's projeflor for extrafting fun-beams from cucumbers* or the 
other noble projedl of building houfes downwards from the attic ftory, 
to which perhaps it may bear fome affinity ; as all fmndationt muil be 
levelled before fuch an attempt could be ever fuccefsful. 
• Hifl. Review, p. 386, zd. vol. 

. ^ And 
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, • And^wtlhout any auAority, be alfo Charges- the ^vtfnin^ 
of Irrfand with abetting the Peep-of-day-boys infurgents, who, 
iiefty$> were <^ encouraged and headed by magiftratts, cler- 
gymen and attornies" ! 

•* Such affertions (Dr. Johnfon woiild have faid) *oug^ 
not to be anfwered, but punifhed." 

I foUow this Hiftorical Review in its account of the prdceed*- 
ings of the Catholics of Ireland. 

+ «« Thfc year 179^ (this writer informs us) opened fcenes pccu* 
4iar!y interefting to the fate of Ireland. Some years had pafled with- 
out any parliartoentry prbcceding relative to the bulk of the nation^ 
.which never oeafi*d to ieel, and latfitlj to e^prefi^ iheir fafiering under 
jthe exiftrng cpde of penal flatutea affe^tiixg perfons profeffing tht 
Roman Catholic religion." 

This gentleman and his party always fpeak ^s if tJie Irifli 
Catholics were ftill in the fituation in which they were during 
the reign of Queen Anne. I have already fhewn that their 
further ciahnshzd not been hitherto brought forward, owing ais 
.much to the difference of opinion among themfelves^ as to any 
reluSance on the part of their Proteftant felk)w-fubje£ls. 

Mr. Piowden affures his reader, 

*' that the whole Catholic body, on Jbme ground or other, was ntfti 
*cuotif4 A^ to zn abfolotc expe^ation 6i relief: tht tufdrefirs faper- 
acii^.ed to the equitable ^r^W/ of their claim»» the fubmimvenefiand 
ref()e£l of iheir iipplication, and their confidence in the hunianity and 
gcnerofiiy of go\ ernmeDt. The petUionen relied more on the irrefiftAU 
force of truth and equity (he forgot to add numberfl) than on the iibd- 
rality or juftice of government. Prudence however taught them ^laC 
fome attention was to be paid to appearances and prejudices." . 

To make this curious paragraph intelligible to my reader, I 
mull: inform him, that by the addreffers, Mr. P. means the 
Lord Kenmare and his party^ who had feceded from the com- 
mittee, and who prefented a refpeftful addrefs to Parliament/or 
further concefEon: by the petitioners are meant the Catholic 
committee, and other bodies profeffii^g to fpeak the will of the 
majority, who drew up a petition (as they called it) to the Par- 
liament, worded in fuch a manner, that no member of that houlip 
■was found hardy enough to prefent it. 

And " ^tjome ground or other which worked up the whole 
Catholic body/' i. e. the democratic majority, I ihall explain^ 



* Expreflions made uTe of by Jchnfcn in cue of h;& political tra^aii 
t Hift, Rcficw, pp. 337 and iz%m 

iUce 
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£iioe lie do6t not<^The counties of ^Metth, Weftmeaehi 
Louth» Longford, Cavan, &c. were then in the polTeffion of 
die Dcdfeoders, juft then merged ill the focieties of United Iriih« 
men. This banditti hunted from his home every loyal man 
that refufe4 to furrender hii arms, murdered fome of the moft 
adive magiftrates, and thereby intimidated the reft from domg 
tJieirduty; '^ fuperadded" to which, a Catholic Committee or 
Parliament was fetting in the metropolis f, levying taxes 
throughout the kingdom, in which its mandtates and circular 
letters were implicidy obeyed, whilft the aSs of the Parliament 
of Ireland were dead letters on their ftatute-*book. 

This Catholic committee, which profefied to be the repre« 
fentatives of their body in Ireland, at their feffion on the 4th (^ 
February 17921 came, to the following refolutions: 

<* Refolved, that we deem it neceflary to declare^ that the whole 
of our late applications, whether to his Majefty's ninifters, to mep in 
poweri or % to private members of the legiflatore, as well at our iii« 
tended petition, neither did nor does contain any thing, or extend 
furttor either in fubftanceor principle, than the four following objedi. 

«' ift, Admiffion to the pcofeflion and praAice of the law. 

«« ad, Cafxacity to ferve in county magiftracies. 

*' jd* A right to be fuounoned, and to ierve on grand and petty 
juries. 

«« 4tb, A ri^ht of voting in counties only for Proteftant Memben 
of Pariiaoient, in fuch a manner however as that a Roman Catholic 
freeholder ihouki not vote, onlefs he either rented and cultivated a 
(arm of twenty pounds per ann. in addition to his forty (hillings free- 
hold, or elie poffeffi^d a freehold to the amount of twenty poands pet 
annum 5." 

I « The fourth of February (Mr. P. oUerves) was a day of 
importance to the Catholic caufei'* for on that day Sir H. 



* See the Report of the Secret Committee of the Irtih Parliament 
ia 1793. 
i See ibid* 

S Through the fon of a very eminent member of the Britiih Houfe 
ommons; both arefince dead. This young gentleman received from 
the Catholic committee, according to their own accounts publiflied, 
the fum of 32011. los. ^d. for his fer vices. Lord Clare's Account of 
the whole of this traniaclion is, I believe, perfeAly correct; though 
this writer in p. 342 is pleafed to call it fal/e, without any fatisfaftoty 
proof of itt being fo. 

$ Proceedings of the Catholic Committee, printed by their order.— 
Dublin, iTOi* 
I Hift. Review, p. 358. 

Langriihe, 
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Langriflie, a fupporter of government, and who held office undef 
the crown, prefented to Parliament his bill for the farther relief 
of his Majefty's Roman Catholic fubjefts in Ireland. Th« 
<>bje£l of this bill was t© give them, 

• «« I ft, the prafticc and profeffion of the law, 
** id. To reftore to chem education, entire and unrellrained. 
** $6, To allow intermarriage between Catholics and Proteftaats* 
** 4th, To allow Catholic merchants and traders an unlimited 
aurobcr of apprentices/' 

Sir H. Langrifhe, inhisfpeech upon the introduction of thif 
bill, jnade ufe of thefe expreffions — 

** He freely confeffed that notwithftanding his prepofieffions in fa- 
vour of the Roman Catholics, he was yet for forae time checked in 
his ardour, and interrupted in the progrefs of his fcrvices to them, by 
reading lately a multitude of publications and paragraphs in new& 
papers and other prints cir.cttlated gratis, and communicated to every 
body with every degree of induftry, fmrfor/ing to conmtf theftntimtntM 
9/ the Qatbolic Udj of Ireland. If ihcfe were their fcntiments, they 
were not fuch as could recommend them to the further favour of the 
ftatc. They were fuch as rouft alienate their old, and could not get 
them new friends, if they would chule their friends amonsft thofe who 
were friends to the conftitution. What was the import? They were 
exhortations to the people never to be fatisfied at any conceffion, until 
the date itielf was conceded : not only that, but until a new confti^ 
tution (hould be made for their prefeut accommodation and future 
attainment. They were precautious againft public tranquillity j they 
were invitations to diforder, and covenants to difcontent; they wer^ 
oftentations of ftrength rather than folicitations for favours, rather 
appeals to the powers of the people, than applications to the authority 
of the featc; they involved the relief of the Catholics, with the rcvo- 
iation of the government, and were diflertations for democracy, rather 
than arguments for toleration. They feemed the projefts of fome 
bold thcorifts whofe principles were to divide man from man, and 
wbofe politics were to feparate Great Britain from Ireland ; they 
feemed to be the cffufions of fome f "fl* philofophcr ignorant of our 
fyftem, who would let looieand adrift the little planet we inhabit, and 
commit it to the vortex of a vain and exploded philofophy, to range 
the univerfe without aitraftion, connexion, or relation to any greater 
or other body.'* 

Mr. Cuffe (the. prefent Lord Tyrawley) thought 

*' that gentlemen would do well to Hate their opinion of the conc^u^ 



+ Sir H.* Langriflie gueffcd well ; their agent, Thcobal^ Wolfe 
Tone, has obtained the crtdit of having written mpft of them. 

of 
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of the Catholics*, thofe headed by a nobien^an diiHnguifhed Tor h!i 
Iberality and extended property, who had Cigned the declarattoh al-* 
bided to by the Right non. Baronet, deft rved every kindQefs in the 
power of the legiflature to beftow ; they were good citizens, loyal 
fubjcdis, but there were Catholics who had conduced themfelves in a 
very different manner; — ihey had eftabHftied a coart of delegates in the 
capital-; they had appointed lodil committees in the feveral coundes^ 
had eutertd into affbciathm noiib the difcwtenud and tnrbuUnt ef all reli^ 
\hm, and relying upon their power, they prefamed to didlate to the 
iei^iflatore what they would have-^that fyftem feeraed to have been 
adopted in order to terrify Parliament f." 

X The Irifh minifter (the ptefent Lord Hobart) feconded 
3ir H. Lengriihe's bill, but made no obfervatiotis whatever 
vpon it ; arid it was paiTed with hardly any oppoiltion what- 
cirer. 

This writer infbfrms his reader§, ** that the great body of 
the Catholics was little fatisiied with the conceffion contained 
in Sir H. Langriflie^s bili.**^ It certainly did not quite come 
up to the ultimatum of the Catholic committee of the 4th of 
iFebruary 1792. But in truth feme of the wifeft men in Ire- 
land had then little doubt upon their minds, that no concei&on 
except of the (late itfelf would at that time have entirely fatif- 
Aed the great body of his Majefty's difcontented fubje<Sts of 
Ireland. 

The claims of the Catholics having been taken up, as I have 
(hewn, and brought forward by the Irifli government, this 
queftion of popular irritation was taken out of the hands of the 
Oppofition. A defperate attack was notwithftanding madi? 
during | this feffion by one of the.kaders of that now dimi- 
nifhed party in Parliament, A lift of heterogeneous griev- 
ances was dinned into, the ears of the members of .the IriQx 
Parliament, in a long and defultory harangue. ^ The attempt 
to rob Ireland of her conftitution by the commercial propo- 
fitions," ** monopoly againft Irifli trade,*' " the modelling 
of Parliamenr," ** purchafe of feats," " fending one fet of men 
packing into the Peers, and another fet into the Commons 



* The moft fcurriloos and abominable calumnies were propagated 
by thofe violent men who then governed the Irifh Catholics againft 
Lords Kenmare, Fingal, and the refpedable and loyal Catholic gentle* 
men who had feceded from the committee. 
Hift.Rcview, p. 355:. 
Hift. Review, p. ibid. 
Hift. Review, p. 361. 

SeQion of 1792. Sse Irifh Parliamentary Debates for that year. 

Houfe," 
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ktooft^**' kc. Ac were tefd diroa^ aS die mazes of Irt& elch 
^xnncc. This oration was anfwered by the Irifh dunceifor 
^tbe Exebequer, the Rijght Hon. Ifaac Corrfr ane&flrsift 
fitmi whofe reply even as iris given by Mr. Plowcfen, 1 cannot 
withhold from my reader, becairfe it was the moft fatisfaAor^ 
anfwer to tbe variouis ckarget^ bom aim to thne brougkt for-^ 
w^utl^y the opfofitton to* «tiibarraf9 ani Hktcik die IfiM^ 
goTemmeiTt. 

The Chancelbr of die Exchequer anfwered, 

«< thiC Umidtfoipfiredilutiiifi Ai||lif Maa» QtmlkiMm^ te 
^utaa^df othea mtttnaiiv Aoold accoMMliii the Fwcftivc naitef #1 
mmrkSkimi keflboald bt^mtRMlyibcpiiMuidMdif thcfetovM» 
l(;^oten mftited Aookl* Mke My^inpitficMt apa^thrhOBfii*. Utbrn 
Riglil Moau GcnilMni {appaftd ke ftnfl* loHoir kin dHRMifh dk 



1«d»-traele» aod siu ihat sna^e incownRii» jaaibte eakolaiid i» 
poUcNi the psblii: aiiad» ha woald icqacft t» bctacuM- Thajr ImA 



n h qady bern lefoted-i and if thnr vne bowght forwud ia the < 
of iho Mm* ihejr woaid. ba KtBWd againu Wfan tha I^ght Hnu 
gf»<lero>a knpa<aAia thaga M o n anaJ orfaaai diat iwoali dB%r— c aii 
individual, a go?emroent confcious of its int«gii^ aiaiidifMgasil An 
impotation i bat whe» he li^thr chained Parliament, he lowered 
Anramenr in the ^rcs of the j^Wc, and dtd a pofitbe injur]^ to the 
CDuatty* Siiieef r^T^^, which ne had* fixed) as the coana^ceideiMf of 
depra^iiy, the Farliamenf ei Bpehaid h«d dbnc more f&8 ihe beafife «f 
the leiogflhMi^ thao ail ibt antcoadent Faidiaii>««ta iiw# Hmtftim 
Sscaad. Jh'thar^ace;. thecaaiSBf had adiMNiccd (• a dsgroBofpaal* 
pariiyiioh^«dlerefea>b9 thaaMftiaaguiat: ]iel that wia the aai^ 
period the Bight Hon, Gantltmaa thaaf^ fie la dopmalar bj^ «iu«» 
he might do an evil that he certainly did not intsnd*J* 

I 0uU take no furthes notice lAthefo StriAures of the aMa« 
luceaafMDrwar4&hroiigjb« focwa«db5i tba* JaiA^oppofiM»» foma 
Q^ whick. as Ae plflca UH,. panfiaiabitt. mk mtpmBhOkfWAl, 
WM pdM. I knrvsJfM^Mlr die oUigmna^ vatticlblpabnA 
o«naa ao tilat oppoiklen iw Pkrllamenf. The eraore^of whaCi 
0Midufi^9 tft my opink^, renderttf indif^fiibhr a legUhtrre 
Union between the two kingdoms. That great meaMrcTr tof 
wJiich (\iidian tha taebalcat at tkr paaTant fcaandtaia Haacr 
paAUaarajrandarafoi^lOtMii^) lha«eBo4aabairakii«Kariilifa0 
tfiddbtad iar ber faamre pro^ityy. iappmefs,. mA trmtpiHitf^ 

I haveonl)»hane taabieivey^duiaiiaiiyof aaycaaKhramMrfa 
weak as to have imagined that, if the meafures propofed by this 
•ppbiition-party had been addpiad| the leaders and drivers of 



* Hift* Review, p. 36(9 ad vql. 

I die 
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thelrilh people would have been fattsfied, let them iretd- the 
following extras from Mr. Theobald Wolfe Tone's letter to 
the people of Belfiift, in which he freely gives his opinion oT 
the Whig-Club, which Mr. Plowden informs us was die 
Cabinet Council of this Oppofition. 

. *' I have, yoQ will fee, allnded to the rdubrions of the Whig* 
CIub« and I have difiered with them m dtgw puiji that it, I rhink, 
and am furc, they do not go far enough : they an wi fineere friends M 
thepofidttr cau/e. They dread the people as mach aa the caftle does. 
It may be objed^ed that an impHea difference of fentiment between 
tliem a«d the people will weaken both-*-/ thmk cth*rvH/e^f they do 
not join yoa (the United Iriihmen) in fupporting a reform in. Pariia- 
ment, they do not defcrve fiip|X)n themfehret. .A^ly the touchdone t 
if they Hand the left, well; if they hi), they are fiilfe and hollow, 
and the fooner they are deteded the better* Wbmt Ji^mifies fedil'm^ 
nmib ibtir/mferfidai meafin-et f they are gtoi fi /at at tbey go ; but for 
dtntfee^ to fpend their fticngth in parinitof fuch, would be juft as 
wife as for a man who haa a mortification in his bowels to be very fo- 
licitous about a plaifier for his fore finger. To be caiulid» I dare (ay 

l^ofd , and I am pretty furc Mr. — *— , would hefitate much at 

the reibluiions wUch I fend ^ hot I only beg yoa will <tifmifs your 
refped for great namcs*.^' 

As the>conceflions obtained by Sir H. Langrifhe'^s bill (for 
which the refpeflable part of the Roman CatWic body ex- 
preffed their gratitude) did not, a$ appeals from this work, fa- 
tisfy the democratic party, the Catholic Committee con- 
tinued iu fittings, ilTued its laws, and levied contributions upon 
thofc of their perfuafion throughout that kingdom ! ^tld this^ 
work before us gives evidence of the connexion between the- 
United Iriihmen and this committee. 

** Iti fad (admits Mr. P.) feveral of their leading members took 

giblic occafions of exprdfing diat gratitude which the Catholics felt 
r the warns and liberal exertions of tbrfi/ecktief in their favour. On 
Aeajd of March, 1792, in a debate of the Committee, a nvM^faidr 
that for a late publication (the di^ of the Popery laws) the United 
Irifiimen and their refpeBabk chairman, Mr*—*-, demanded tlicit. 
Varmeft gratitude ;" (P. 379.) 

and his excufe is juft as good as it is well founded : << // war 
natural for men ftaggering under opprejfion t9 grafp every band 
that held out reliefJ* P, 380. But well aware of the fate of. 
fo many of their united friends, Mr. P. declares, p. 377^ 



* Report of the Secret Committee of the Iri(h Parliament. Ap. 
pendix II. p. xxxviii. 
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^ ^ itwiiold bc^ unfair if the hiftorian were to reptefent the tfanf- 
aftioosof a particular period, from confeqoences that appeared at a' 
diftaut interval of time, and the fubfequent fate of many ot the adori 
in thefe fcenes. It is his dv\ty ,/in'fh/^ify to. rcprcfcnt them as they 
'ibilly paiTed at that time," (We have feen already how his preaching. 
and praAice agree.) «* Merit arid demcHt (he beautifoily obfervcs) 
can only attach from previous or co exiiling circumftances, not from 
the *f)ofthumous iflbe engendered in the womb of time by future' 
bafe and f unavowed connexions.'* 

. That this ** pofthumous iffue," or in plain Englifh the 
horrid Irifli rebellion of 1798, was the offspring of the leaders 
pf the United Iriflimen; and fome members of this Catholic '< 
Committee, few men in Ireland of common candour at this 
day can be found to deny, 

• i am very much furprifed at the pains this writer has taken, 
and the trouble that he has given himfelf and his readers to fo 
little purpofe, in order to prove, that no intercourfe or con- 
nexion fubfifted between the Roman Catholics and the Unfted 
Iriihrnen* and the more fo when in the fame page in which he 
reiterates this aifertiont fo totally unfounded, he writes—* 

J •' that as the great and indeed only oftenfible principle of the dif» 
ierent focietiea of United Iriflimen was the affe(^ion and union of 
Iriflimen of every ^ligious denomination, the Catholics coniidered 
this genera! aflemblage of the Piotcflants of the North {alias, the dif- 
ferent focieties of Prefl)yrerian United Iriflimen, Proteflant and Pref*' 
byterian being throughout his work a convertible term) as a favour- ' 
able opportunity of engaging them mare deeply ahd sealoufly in their 
cai]fe,they (the faid Catholic committee) fent down eihiuta i<nxu difiteet 
ptrfonx [alias emiflaries) (o Belfafl, in order to keep up and encourage the 
union with the Proteftants of the North;" (to wit, the faid United 
IHflimen.) 



• Quere ? why call it a *• poflhumoqs iflue ?*' its fethcr, Theo. W. 
Tone, did not cut his throati nor were any of its godfathers hanged 
uotil long after its birth ! 

N. B. The Catholic Committee, by their own accounts, pHid the 
chairman of this focicty of U. Iriflimen 500I. •* for his digeftof the 
Pbpery laws and other prof Jftonal bujin^/s.* 

f We aie all too apf to cut our friends when they meet with mif- 
fortunes ! ibme of thefe connexions however were not fo ba/e as this 
writer chufes to ftile them : many Catholics and Prefl)yterian», who 
were original U. iriflimen, being men of large mercantile proj^erty : 
and fome of the Fioreflants in Mr. Plowdea's liflot 24. implicated in 
rebellion, were neither by birih or {^rofciSpn be/e. 

X Hift. Review, p. 381. 

li And, 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



-. And, in a few pagf & luftliqr, lic movepver. infonHtUft reader, 
tba^ biiikles tbe Cadioiic comuiitlce. tben fittii^ in the wantaio^' 

• <« On the lift Qf Oap^ thfi Q«Ap(ic ifOiabitiiiitigf ltlf^<|i9,<tf^ 

S^blin weie coQTCQQd bjr eobUc foimnQii^ in the piii)i/i§isnim9Vk in. 

-*This meeting was ^Jet-qf to a poft-aflembly of the I#0f4 
Mayor, Sherifit, and CommoiK*counciLof the city of Dublin,. 
aflcmVied to ta]^ into tonfideratiM the feditions meetioffi then 
I^ield, a^ the pMhlicationt circulated by them ; the LoccuMav--' 
cm: and Coniinon*coiincil puUiflifid refolutbna (a letter he calls 
i() cond^jQuiiiic thei<^ meetings and oroceedings. This Excbe- 
^er*ftreet aflemblY was convenea- for the purpofe of pub-> 
Ubm^ " a declaration'' in anfwer thereto ; which declaration 
l^r, P* gives ici bis Appendix, No. XCIV» though for obvious.- 
reafonf, he was afraid to fftve the refolutions of the pqft-af- 
femhly a place in his vwuMr coUefiion of IriA manifefloes.. 
BMt t>efo^e this mecung €if ihe. Catholics of the city of Dob- 
lin parted} h^ ipforms t|^» th»t " their Chairman* was ordereib 
to tranfmit copies of ^at day'is proceedingis to the cl^inn^of 
the town-meeting of Belfaft^ and the chairmen of the di^crem' 
StK:ieties of United Iriflim,eQ> &c. &;c/' 

In another page he fay«» " tha^^ a vindication of the ccwiduft* 
and principles, of thelli»«i9n Catjipltcs of Ireland, from thr 
cWgi^ nv^ ag^inft themt hv certain graud^jiiries, «id inte- 
refill bodies (that their conduA was infltmmatory and ftdi- 
tions} waa.puMiflied4>y order of the Roman Catholic Comit^it- 
tee." And to iatisfji my reader that thefe gra^d^jtirifl^^ had fome 
foundatioiiibr then' charges, I fliall give him an extr^6l froin 
tiiis comjpc^tion, as a fpecimen of the nature of an Irifh Ca- 
tholic vindication^ and of tiie moderation of the aforefiud Ca^ 
tholic committee. 

In thif puhUpitioai^ter a re«;9pimlation of aU the grievianecs 
of which thcy^ fti^l.conip}^!]^ thisi vindication againfl; the 
charge of inflaming the public mind, &c. &c. cotkclndesin. 
th^fevrordsf* 

.*< Snchis the fituation of three miUiqtQS of good ai^d f aithf o) («b-i 
jcfls in tbqr^pitjifl^Jbpdfcx yylqf l ffi d fi^yp cv^ ti0|l« poii;^aiid>mo^ 



. * Hift. Rfi?i^» p. 38^. 
f Copied from his iCpview. 

t Upon confoltj^ig Watfon's Dublin Ahnaoack for 1792, wiA in 
Imhfnendat my dbow^he has pointed Mt to at tkemmeiof Cathofic 

gentlcnea 
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, Imamm fbe^Sofe^ dvil^t* nBsUijr, extikUfhm all fie iiu^i^At 
, ikii/Utmiiom hi mil its fmttsi ||xc}aded fWrni all c«rporttte righit add idi- 
mtomtiesy /A^^^ffom j^md jaricS) p^hmaedin petty jociet I exclude 
Trom tfiiy direc(^oii» from every tnift, firom every ootporate ibdcir, 
%r6m every eftitbliflimeht occafiooal or Axed« loftitoted fix polflic de- 
ftiiee»fmblic pbtlce, (Miblic morals/or public ^nvenieoce^ frooithe 
Bench, frontbe Bsmk* from the £]Cchan2is» fi^oAi the Uaiverfity, troia 
'tlie Oeiile^ of PfayficUbs^-^from wtect i% they not exduded ?" 

And this vindication (as they were jpleafedto call it) WM mil* 
jiflied and difleminated foon after Sir H, Lan|(ri(he's Mil liad 
fiaffed^ and after they had declared by their ttkntifttunit in F^ 
. Druary; that the eUaivefranchife oadet certain niodificatioik» 
and the right to be chofeaas grand jurort,and county magiftrates, 
was all that " either in fubftance or principle tb^ afpire €««" 
their other demands^ and fome that tfaev had 08iittea» haviilg 
heen juft granted by Sir H. Langrilhe's bill I 

tJpon a review of the whole proceedings of the UKMre vio- 
lent and leading part of the Ci^tbalic body in Ireland, in tikis 
year, I cannot feel as much furadied as Mr. Plowden, thafcllie 
rrotefiant party in Ireland (or whom ithefe gfafiid jaries ym^ . 
compofed) fliomd have viewed with alarte and fufpicion^ the 
condud of their Catholic fellow fubjefls. 

dut when he thinks proper to ftate, that becaufe the Isle 




fecond volume) '' that it was, therefore, the general c^inioti, 
that all the grand-juries throughout the kingdom were^tf^iiir^, to 
eiitinguiQi even in ^embryo the Catholic's hopes of further 
emancipation,^' he has been impofed upon by a calumiiy of the 

frofleft nature, which he has had the indifcretion to iafert in 
is work. 
I have looked over thefe different refolutions, and find one 
x)f the ftrongefi came from the county of Rofcommon grand- 
jury, who aher declaring their opinion, that the Catholic com- 
anittee was ^ alartning, dangerous, and feditious," affert« 



geatienien who were hi that year DiceAon of the Grand Canait JAd 
the Royal Canal ; Members ^f the DabKn Society and Royal Irifli 
Academy ; Licentiates of the College of Phyficians ; as Meiehann 
bad acce& to the exchange ; were alfo attending Phyftciaas of the fub- 

• )ic bofpitals ; were ftudents in Trinity College thrpagh which coarse 
they pafled, but took no degrees on account of the Oaths a^tnft trao* 
rub&ntiatioh^ &c. nevert)fered to any (tudcnt oftadmiffiob, bat necidi^ 
iary for taking the degree of A. fi. 

* " ^hat 
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*• that the plan called upon the whole body of the Roman 
•Catholics of Irelaiid, to aflbciate themfelves in the metropd- 
\i$ upon the mode! of the National AffemWy of France, which 
bad plunged that country into a ftate of anarchy and tumult, 
unexampled in any civilized country,— and that it wa? an at- 
tempt to overawe Parliament. *- 

All the different grand juries concurred in opinion, ihat this 
Catholic Committee, on Recount of its proceedings, wtis alarm* 
ing and dangerous ; events have juftified their fagacity. 

Their public aft s proved the corinexion between them ^nd the 
focieties of U. Iriflimen, the moft refpeflable part oFtheGathq- 
lic body had receded,of thofe that remained in thisaffembly,mariy 
were probably kept ignorant of the true defigns of the leaders, 
who direfted all its proceedings : but it is now notorious, that 
its agent Tone was the founder of the fociety ot United Irifhr 
men, that its fecretary is at this moment in exile for his treafons, 
that many of its members were implicated in the rebellion, 
that fome fled from jullice, and others were flrongly fufpefted ; 
and that one of its moft leading advifers, M-Nevin, was a mem- 
ber of the Rebel IrKh Dircdory in 1797 ; and another, Le- 
wins, Miniftcr Plenipotentiary to the French Dire^lory. It is 
alfo notorious that they gave their agent Tone /*. 1534 2s, 6d^ 
for his trouble in compofing thofe Manifeftoes with which th^y 
corrupted the public mind, that they paid the fum of /\ 2 113 
ts, \d. to printers alone^ and tliat upon the attainment of their 
ullimatum m 1793, they voted */'.2ooo for a ftatute to his 
Majefty, (which they never ereflLed) and immediately after if- 
fucd a mandate for levying further contributions upon their 
body, ** for the heavy and growing expences of the Catholic 
caiifc." 

» :Into fuCh inconfiftencies does the defender of an indefenfible 
gaufe betray himfelf, his own admiflions, as Dean Swift faid of 
a diTputant ot'the other fex, • - 

tend 
Againft the fide ke would detcn|3. 

Mr, PI o\y den* next informs his reader " that -the volun- 
teers of the KWth at this period,' 1792, entered warmly into th^ 
caufe of Cdx\^oX\c emancipation :'\un\\xc]ii\\Y for this gentle- 



' f I have copied this account of nooney expended by this comnrfir- 

' fee from p; 394 of Mr. Plowden's work, where the application of 

Toch money as they chofe to acknowledge the diftribution of, 14 

given. • ' ' -^ . . ' \ 
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Tnan's accuracy, no volunteers were then embodied ih the 
.>rorth, (unlefs the pikemen who affembled to exercife by 
night,. may be calfed voluntters.) An attempt indeed was 
made to reorganize them in the City of Dublin, under the 
denomination of " the firft national btattalion :" an uniform 
was fixed upon, green facings, green trowfers, and a button 
with a cap of liberty over the harp inftead of a crown ; they 
Attempted to have a parade in Dublin, but on the appearance of 
a magiftrate difappeared. General Napper Tandy, upon.tlie 
«nfuing Sunday marched his demi-'brigade, confifting of about 
forty men, to a village called Drumcondra near the city, to ma* 
noeuvre, but upon the appearance of another magiftrate with a 
few of the King's troops, the General retreated, (not with 
but) Jrom his men* who were fent about their bufinefs, 

Tlus Hiftorical Review next ftates, that upon the * diflQ*- 
lutioo of the Catholic committee, r 

*' a Catholic convention having been convened, aflembled in Dub- 
lin at the clofe of the year i792» in Back-lane, and was thence iii 
derifton called the Back* lane rarliament, feveral of the leading men». 
bers of the former committee, (now- mergtd in this conveotion) had 
like others caught the general flame of liberty, and profefled themfelv^ 
as anxious for carrying the great wftknal objejfl of parliamentary re- 
form through all its branches as they were for their own emanclpatton, 
and It was for a rime doubted, whether they (honld addrefs the Parlial. 
ment as Roman Catholics or Iriihmen t in the courfe of the fummer 
a reconciliation or coalition had been generally effeded between the 
Committee and fn^eral of the fixty-four addrcffers," — •• Convinced 
that his Majefty's minifters in England were difpofed to favour thett 
pretenfions, (he informs us] that five ddegates were chofen to prefent a 
petition to his Majefty," >* 

Thefe delegates thought proper,according to this work," to gp 
hy fliort feas," i.e. through the North of Ireland, not,I prefume, 
as being thefhorteft way, but to avoid the very long voyage from 
Dublin to IJolyhead! We learn from Mr. P. that thele dele- 
gates wf re received by the populace of Belfaft, through which 
town*they pafled, with diftmguiihed honour, " they drew their 
•carriages through the x.o\^ri^'andwiJhedthtmfucctfs^zxA he here 



• In the circuhr letter from this Committee to the CathoUcs bf 
Irtland, given in Appendix, No. XCIV. to the 3d volume of this 
Hiftorical Review,the reader wil! find jt flrated by them, '* that doabts 
were entertained of the competency of this Catholic Committee to da£> 
<blve ! tfclf "I J » * 

adds, 
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aMs^ what ouf <)^p#fi for the Baconet who was one of theii^ 
Wfll lutfdJjralbw us U» crcdk, 

«« Att die IM«g«ies ittamed theft OBprnUim of affiaaicm awl 
^mipBikf by dm ooi gratdttl atkao«rkdg v«Ki» and afiiicanodi of 
iMf dfierMnatlpci lo iMtotaifli ^hur C^mmt* wiii^h imaedihtiBatcogdi 
•flRhndr 

wliich MpfeflSon«, fumade ofe of to tlie populace of BctfiA, 
f licti no4 of tli«m merob^t of that iafuooos Iriii Bratber^ 
liood, could have bad but one adeaning in their ears. Sorelj 
Ihefe genltemM «ouM not all have made a deciandon to tfaos 
iMb, ef their toantBiotk with the Societies of United Irifli*. 
idtft ! Thttfi k i« that thia iiidifereet writer would confound tie 
Moft rdpeAaMe iodrndvala of the Roman CathoKc party io 
Irdand.with the moll wonhkft ; and ihusanxknsaai I to re! cue 
fich a« do not deferve ODtidenmadoii, fcoio the heanry ckargea 
that have been made ^ainft diofe« who took upon them that 
dii^e^Uonintheij aftiirs, to which neither their birth, talents, or 
woitb entitled thetn, and wbofe turbulence and hQlan alone 
iorced thedi into notice or confefuence. 

The next piece of inlorRiation whicb w^ reociTe feom thai 
work ia^ that, 

^ finot liela^ bad obtained a OQnftitqtio&« no yenr was (o pirg;- 
Tumr with gr^at events as ^J^' < 79J* T^ Parliament met on tbe 
loth of jaeiMfjr, tad the lelioQ which lafted till tbe i6th of Augafi^ 
was molk iniucfikig and important ; it will be proper to prepare the 
leadtr for the eifei^of that kfion, by fttboiitting to him the faithfiil 
laid acithcMic acppaot of the &sie of the nation, ac tbe time of ita 
optoMig ; fo aUrminf did the (kMte of tbe nation appear to the Lords^ 
that veiy early in the felTion, they appointed a Secret Committee to en- 
qaire into the qatifes of the diforder apd difturbanccs which preYailed 
in fetendpirtsof thekingdom^" 

Mr. Plowdcn then gives thp * LonJ's Report pf that jrcar a| 
lull length ; ffom which I (hall give a fewextrafts, in corrobo- 
ration of thp argiiments advanced by me \n this part of myi 
Strifiurei, • # 

"In this f^ faithful t aod authentic R^rt,"(fo he admits U to be^ 



lois to imagine why this whole Kejpon was inferted ii^ 
fhii apofk* it ftmiradias uie pofitioas ftiempt^d M he eftaMiflled by 
this writer. Was it tnfefted to fhew» that <h« ehimatttai of Febmai^r. 
t|fa» disiaiocd m tbia year 17939 was obtained fr<MD Fni^emftmtiifmijgk 

f For fo Mr. P. admits it to be, though he does not tttnt the ** S^ 
^ret Reports*' of the Irifii Parliament with equal refpe^. 

^ from 
3 
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«* fiKN»deLDid%iat795»<«t^ (httd)ibie«iw DefMeis (wliofii 
4Krtng€8 w«re then fiich a came , of alum to ^ State) were eacire^ 
compofed of Roman C^Mict^ and weie veijr dISbieat £rom ihofe who 
Bad at fiift affuined tliat appefiation ; that they wore Ao»n» /a .fecn^p • 
mud mjpfrjedvnth a beliei that they were affiftixig t!he Caihoik ua4i* 
'Thfkt meafutefes^ypeatio have hoen e^Htertei^udeMinBtd'miYi the at* 
n^/-d«^» and with aifcgffiee of legahiiqr Mid fyfteA» ftor vfind lb 
^eo|^ of teh oeMi oMditloii^'aiid a» if 4i9tmii fy mht ^flfiri^r 
#wwf. Smnof inottBy to a coa fi derable naoaat kmm immMM^ atii 
^MmtimmetB he knHi afm th itrnmn Catkdkn in all fsamof lliclcfam* 
dooi, by rMhTcriptioaa and ^oBkyoiia at ilr/r tfi^<i^ and elfe vriMiip 
iome ot which feyiei have been made wider the atiihoiiiy of MSrkmd 
leiur, which haf been fent into all parts of the ki^gdom^'' b^ the Ca- 
tholic committee. A^in. <* It appears that ktten #ere written by a 
tncmber ofihisCatholiccominittee (their Secretary JohaSweetma«,now 
ineidle) inDubUn pieviont tbthelaft aifi^eei* to a petfon rtfident in 
Dundalk^inoneofwhichthc fktdtftftati, in tiienam ^theMd Rointfi 
Cadiolk oo«Miiitfeee,dlfeaed enquiries tobe aMide touching the olRlttta 
•f which the find DefMtts dien ia CDiifinftttc^ 

And the Report goes on ; 

<« Itdods appwrtharthe Aid perfcn lo whom thfeftid kfterlvts 
4S^dseied at Dundalk» did emplc^ at a cenfidOraMe MfteiM an agent 
MBd oounfel to ad for the ftvcral perfons aeeuM of bcai| DdkmStti^ 
md who had been indiBed in oonft^nence." 

It tbon dates, that vtry tonlidcrable ^luantities of gthr- 
powder and arms had been fent from Dublin u> Newry and 
3elfafi, that large bodies of men were aflembled and were dril- 
led by night, that exertions had been made to procure military 
Itesi ^ efl^perience to aft ins officers. Mid Mtempts dnify nKade 
i»^feduce the King's troops; and the Report concludes in 
thefe words : 

f* The refolt af thor enquiries is, that in their ooiaion It is iaotsoK 
|>atible with the public lafety and tranqntllicy ot this kingdom* to 
permit bodies of men in arins to affembJe where they pteafe» witbont 
any legal authority, and that the exifteiice of a felf-«rcated reprefenta- 
tive body of any defcription of the King's fqbjedis, taking upon itMf ^ 
the govemment of them, and levyiiu|| taxes or fubfcriptions to be ap- 
plied at the difcretion c^ (bch rcpitlentative body, or of perfons dt>r 
pated by them« it alfo incompatUile with the pubUc (albty and (f^ 
ijoillitjr/' 



t So tSitly as the year 1792, by the Report of the' Secret Committefk 
of the Iriih Parliament in I7qS, p« 1 1, «« the fedqdion of the foldiery 
inside a part of their fyflem/^ This is corroborated by the Reporu A 
the Courts Mahial, held tipoh the foldiers at that period, which are 
giyep in Appendix 29, 30, to Report of Secret Committee, 

Ifaavq 
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' ! have now, I tnift,'fiiRtciently pr6vecl to my readirrs, Frorrr 
llie profpe61us of the focfety of United Irifhmen, the letter of 
'its founder, and the refolations tranfmitted with it to the North', 
and adopted by the inferior focieties., that they were all, from 
ihdr commencement^ fimilar in their defigns, proceedings, and 
iecrccytothe parent focictie* of Dublio and Belfaft, from 
vhencc they branched out, and by which they were direftid. 
I have (hewn that; by their conilitution. Catholics were admif- 
fible at origine : and every Irifli gentleman knows, that men 
of this religious perfuafion were fome of the earlicll members 
thereof. From the proceedings of the Catholic committee 
and aflembly, (as detailed by Mr. Plowden) 1 have (hewn the 
connexion between them and thefe focieties; and, laftly, from 
the Report of the Secret Committee of the Lords, in 1793, 
I have proved that this Catholic committee abetted the out- 
rages of the Defenders, in as much as they did aflually apply 
a part pf that money which they had levied upon the body of 
the Roman Catholics, to defend this traitorous banditti againft 
thofe jprofecutions, which the govermnent of Ireland found it 
neceflary toinftitute fpr thefafeiy and prefetvation of the State. 
I do not, for the reafons already afligned, think it at all ne- 
ccSary to follow this work through its account of the various 
plans of a reform in Parliament, propofed by the Irifli oppofi- 
tjion. The * plans pf the United Irilhinen led to abfolute de. 
;moc;-acy, which was their aim. Tbofeof the oppolition in Par- 



* The plans of refofin.by thelrtlh oppofiiion are to be found in the 
jpublications of that day* That of the United Irilhmen, in the tt^tt 
of the Secret Committee of the Irilh Houfe of Commons, in 179^. If 
. any further argument b^ neceffary to prove that the meafures of th^op> 
fofition uould not have fatisiied the Societies of U. Irifhmen^ read on^ 
At a meeting of ihcUWer and Monftcr delegates on the fame day, igth 
Feb. 1798, chey both, th^ one at fielfaft and the other in Dublin, came 
to a refolution in the fame words, •* Rcfolved,!hat we will give no atten- 
tion whatever to any attempt made by either Houfe of I'arliament, to 
divert the public mind from the grand objed we have in view, as no- 
thing Ibort of complete emancipation of our country luiU faiisfj us," 

•Andiniheir official gazette of treafon, " the Prcfs," of the i^ih 
February, 1798, in an addrefb to the people of Ireland are thefe wora^: 
f pot three weeks fu.ce one of our mafters * declared, that re- 
form '• was the watch- word of treafon," with the watch- word of trea* 
fon then,|hey come forth, and affed) to better yoyr condition,truft tbem 
not.Thus by their own rules ihey become traitors themfelve^, and of all 
traitors thofe arctheworft, who would cajole thofe whom they; canngt 
torcc, by dupitig them to their own defigns." Thefe were ptibliihcd ^t 
the ^imc that Lord Moira propofed conciliation, &c, kc^ 
* The late f.or4 Clare. 

liamept, 
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liatnentytfaereforecould never have fatj^fied thefe rocjetiec ( a&.d 
jnight have been produdlive of mifcbtef* not forefeen by the 
propofers. Their propofal to Parliament, however, was produc- 
tive of one evil, as {ome of the fpeeches made in the Houfe qf 
Commons upon this fubieC^, degraded that aflembly in the eyes 
of the people of IrelandL 

I now follow this work to /Aa/ meafurp, which it was fan- 
^uinely expe£led would have given full content to the great body 
x>f the Roman Catholics of Ireland : namely, the attainment of 
piore than their ultimatum 6i February, 179a. TheQill for 
the relief of his Majefty's Roman Catholic fubje£ls in Ireland* 
pafled in this year 1793* was brought in bj^ the Irifli miniiler, 
;(the prefent LordHobart) and fupportpd withxai} the influence 
of government. Mr. Plowden informs his reader, that two 
niengibers only oppofed its introduflion, Mr. Ogle, and Dr, 
Dui^enan, " who in a very long and plaborate ♦ Ipeech, col- 
ie£led together whatever the acrimonious bigotry of form^ 
^ays hadfuggefied againll the Catholics, and retailed it with 
new af^d .enthufiaftic bitternefs." As this writer well kne\v 
fhat h^ could not venture to give his reader even an epitome of 
Dr. Duigpnan's powerful argum^ts«he thought the moll ^ri«. 



♦ In this fpccph made by Dr. D. in i793f ^^ P'ofcfled himrdf^n 
adjrocate/or a legiflative union, he was the only man then in that houfe 
Who did to, and he g^vc at the fame timi^ his reafons for thinking that 
meafure indifpeniably «eGeirary.*»See hit fpoech. 

When the bill came to the Houfe of Lbfds^ the lare Chancellor of 
Ireland delivered a fpeech prophetic of the events which have fince an- 
fortuoately happened. Mr. P. was, I fuppofe, afraid alfo to infert it 
in his work, or his Appendix, he pretends to give its contents in half 
a pa^ of his work, and attributes to Lord Clare thefe expreflions : 
** he forefaw in granting more than the prefent bill gave, a total fepa. 
ration from England, or an Union with her— each to be e(]ually dread- 
ed." The expreifions in Lord Clare's fpeech which this writer has 
thus tortuted, are, " If we are to perfift in en^ur^^ing faction j^nd 
emulation at home, and in fomenting jealoufies and difanion between 
this country and Great Britain, the exigence of Parliamenu will in- 
evitably beconiedefperateand impracticable : we (hall be driven to fue 
for an union with the Parliament of England, as the loft refiurcefor the 
freferoatioH rflnlan^; and the roifery is, that every ftep which we ad- 
vance in innovation, as it encreafes the neceffity of an Union, will en- 
creafe the difficulties in adjuring it." — In common candour let this 
writer, if be is able, anfwer Lord Clare's arguments, but let h|m or his 
party not attribute to him aiTertions that he never made. See fpeech 
of Lord Clare in I795>p* 41 ; and in his fpeech in 1800, be avowed 
•f that for frven years paft, he had ftrongly recommended an Union.*' 

• der^t 
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Jtnlm^de was tot!«t with iAirtfft^ t l))eecTi, evety (srtg^n- 
merit aryd atfettioH in vWdi, the clients tfwit afterwards ha|>pen- 
ed have jusiiftfd artrf cdtiSt^mfctl. litdwsl. Aer* is orte tttbde of 
Hfg-wyfwti/ »4^ted I5' ttri* patty, 'Whifch, us I baVe *veiy ve^- 
fon t0t!3eptft It win bfc'ftirf^ ttfev>F sigAifift fliyftlf, 1 rtWfli l>e 
excufcd for here noticing, it U this : WWstt tfaey fiirJ ft iWit>of- 
«ble to dteny facts» tif w*ttc 46dttElie>m f rftwt thfefti, thfey Mand 

Hy, witfhtheeplthmyjf bigbtt, tlairtdtfW?r^, sind tibdl^ts,— artrd 
tib •dooM, as Df, Sottth wfervts, ** thit l^Me^driveYs with 
t*m |)ow€rful renrdeft etigitie;, fhall be able td cafiy aH Ijfefore 
iheff!.** 

The Bin of 1793, for thfctfcMof tht CatkoHc* of Iffchnd, 
W^ t^ated. 

tt g«vt them tb^ eUSim frantMfe, vn^ieitlifitd. The ^Mr 
iiefore they had afted fot it under tmain rfeftriftions, mention- 
ifcdrfi their ukmutwm tX February, 1796. 

It fttffered themto be Ortipd-jutt)tt, ttA Petty-jarbfs,on boih 
of which they now ferve. 

it fketmit^ therti to eatry armi, it feermiued them it) be^r 
^eommiffiofts ifi the mvy and the army, both of whicHCathotfc 
gentlemen now fill ; it removed every reflraint from property^ 
every reafooable ground of complaint ; it put the middling and 
lower clafles upon a perfeft equaUfy with their Proteflant>feU 
low fubjefis, and it excluded the upper clafs alone (which in 
Ireland coatifk of few noblemen or gentlemen of large land- 
ed property) fcom the following ofiices and fituations. 

•' Bt h etiddVed, tWt nothing herein [jj of Geo. 3d.) contained » 
fh^ll eitend t^rbe ^^onArued to extend^ \6 enable any perfon to fit or 
vote ift Cithw Mout^ of f arliamen^ or to hold, exercile, dr enjoy the 
4Mdb of Lord Lieutehint, Lard Deputy, or other chief Governor or 
Co\'erm«i of thiskingdolrn; Lord Hifeh Chanceilor or Keeper otCom- 
Tniftoner of theOrcat Seal bt this kkjidotO ; Lord High Trcarurcr, 
Chanccflctof the Exchequer, Chief Jufttct of the Kind's Bench or Coia. 
flton Pleas, W Lord Chief Baron of the Court of kxchCqwcr, Jufticc of 
the Coott oilKJftg'sBehch orCdrtimonfkas.orBaionof iheExchcqucr. 
Judgeofthe Court of Admiftltv.Vlaner or Keeper ofiheRollSiSccieta- 
ty ot Srate. Keepef of the Prinry.real, Teller or Ca&if r of the kxcheqoer, 
t>r Additor Cciietal, Liefar^niint or Governor or Cufto$ Rotubruia of 
Cotintftt.'ltecmaiy to Ihc Lofd Lieutenant, or other chief Governor 
Cff GtivefftOft of thUKihgddm, Member of his Majefly's mott honftar- 
able Pi ivy Couhcil, Prime Serjeant, Attorney Geqeral, Solidtot Ge- 
Jieral, fccoftd and third Serjeant at Law. fcr liiqg's Coaacil^ Maftcrs la 
Cha>!ttry, Provo^ or tellnw of the CoJlw of the ttdy and Uodivi- 
ifed Trinity .of ^een Elizabeth, near iSiblin, M-Mafter General, 
MaAer and Lieatfenant-General of his Majefiy's Ordoa!ice» C^nuiand- 
tt \ti Chief of h|4 Majefly's Forces. Genenrts On the Sta£f, and Sierifis 
and Sub-Sheri£ of any county, in this kingdom, or any office comrary 

t'j 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



t4t 

« a* y^W.oS the mig.n.ilfi Khg CbajJw ^te Sqirpnd,. emiaf4k. « <•» 

ki»}^flsm9f Inlm<i% o^d f(ithfa^dyk9fAhtSf(^tritlinterefis of a4?vint¥ren^, 
y'AdHTS^ qnd Gtbtr h\sfuhjids there ; and for tnakingjotm alteratloNspf^nd 
^ddiiions.Mito the /aid A^, for. the more ff^Jf a^ effeSual.ftttttmenr of 
th^t. Kingdom!* uijcfsf he ftrall haye taken, nigde, and fnWcribed the 
o^ths apd decfatations, and pcrfonped^ the Icvcral requifit« which by 
any Law h«retoforQ made and- now of foype am iwqoffodv to onabte' 
any perfon to fit or vote, o» to hold, exenife, aad eojay the (aid o&« > 
«ss fefpcAively^" 

Such were the oply. reftrifiiom fufferei toremain in 1793/and 
which ftill remain) iippn the Roman Catholics, of Ireland; they 
v/e.reM€« conceived abfolu^ely and indifpeufaWy neccfliry for 
the prerervation of th^ Proteftapt. government in Iceland, and 
the fecurity of rfie charters of fome cprporaUons. granted and 
confirmed m the reign of Charles II. Theft reftriftions only at- 
Ssa the higher and refpeftabk clafs of ^ If ilh Rotn^ Cailjo* 
lies, but (as I have obferv^d before) the middjing and lower' 
dalles of Catholics in i793r were put upon an equ^l footing^ 
with all his Majefty's other fiibjeSsia Ireland, — What has fol- 
h>wed ? ' 

Here let us paufe-— — — - — ■ ■ ■ ■ ' * • 

I deem it not prudent to compiit to pa}>er ?ill the re9e£Mons. 
which at this njonjent ru{h into my mind. 

Let me fly from them to thejivorjc before, me; from it, 
we le^rn, ^hai Mr, Secretary Hobart, (Kift. B^eview^ p. 408; 
fecond volume) ** alfo propofed, that his Majefty might be em- 
powered and authorized to en^t4i|h Roman Catholics, to endow 
a College and Univerfity, and School*." 

A large ftjmof money was accordingly v«4ed in 1795,^^ a 
trafi of lan4 purchafed, a yearly ftip€nd granted by Pirfia-- 
ment, and a fplendid Royal Ciiholic College h« riren;at . 
Miiyxjooth. 

4s. I chufe to hazard nothing in thefe Striftures,. but upon^- 
tli!?i3teftautbo5ity, I flictll give my readers an. account of this? 
CoU^ aiid.pf; the conduct pf fgme of its mjef»Uer»»fraii> Hv^^ 
Doi^ao^ft's, *^ lair R€i]xr^f<^]:it^on of thaSut^foi'IrQlackd*"' 
ia order tofuppfy Mn PlawdeB'S.Qiiufii€kRft Tbis< iUtftmeitti^ 
by D)r. Dtitgenan, has never been ^ubedj Ble^fiaiostheobjeA.' 
of the Irilh governfnent of thafr d&t to^ have *be€»,> to give tbe 
Roman Catholic clergy a feminary for the education of Pr{eft!r 
at-hcHAe, to. prevem them fending tliofe'^^ intexwi^ 

£or their church,to foreign univerntiesi lie ftites that ;^.4a,ooo . 
nfcre given out of the public purfc to the truftces- appoinicd to 

manage 
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Maxufge'thii efikbltlkmeitt, and to receiver dbriatidns foY it,« that' 
jf.iooo per annum had been regularly granted bv the Irilh 
^vernmentj for the fupport of two hundred ftudenu. He 
ifioreover dates, that it aiten/^ards amieared Jipon an enquiry 
ihade by the Irifh Parliament of ij^ ihMXjfxiy-ntne fiudent5 
cfnly were maintained in this cd!f<^; that it was curtehtly re- 
ported, and very generally believed, that about thirty Jix ftu- 
dents from this raonaftery had upon the breaking out of the Re- 
bellion in that year, joined^e mfurgents, and fought at Kil- 
cock and other places, againft the King's troops. Certain it is 
that (ixteeii or feventeenhavepeen expelled from it on account 
of rebellion, but the Governors waited with bicondng prudence 
till the Rebellion was fuppfrefTed, before they executed tlMs 
aft of wholefome feverity ; fomefludents had been flain in ac- 
tion, and others fled to efcjrpe juftice. Dn Duigenan further 
flates, that the Prefident/f this * College, was Dr. Hufley^ 
the titular Catholic Biplip of Waterford, who publifhed pre- 
vious to the Rebellion of 1798, " a Paftoral Letter" of treafort 
and rebel Ijun^Jnconfequence of which he was obliged to fly 
that kingdom, and, as I am informed, he died in exile. 

To return to the conduftofthe mafsof the Roman Catholics 
of Ireland^ 

** + The paffing of the Roauin Catholic 6ill, in this SefTioni w2s 
(QbrervesMr* Plowden) a mjltter of the moft ferioqs imporunce to the 
political exigence of that kingdom. By this Aft, x\it pre/ent Jiate of iher 
Roman Catholics of Ireland is fettled %% the vague term of Catbofic 
emancipation was ufed before the pafling of this aft, it basfur^oivediti 
every man appears to annex bis o^n meaning to it-^"/// 

*' It was undoabtedly a vaft acceflion of benefit to that body, whe- 



* As I bave been informed^ the mod difa^Tcfted county at this day, 
{\ 804) in Ireland^ is the county of JCildare, and the molt difaiFefted 
/pQi in the county of Kildare is the town of Maynooth, in which this 
Catholic College is built ; and I have reafon to think that my informa- 
tion is coricft, bccaufc of the faft, (which I believe nobody will pic- 
fume to deny) that the only attempt made by the Rebels of the 23d 
July, 1805, to ftopany of the King's mails, was made onder the walls 
of the Royal Catholic College of Maynooth ; nor can it be denied that 
this town of Maynooth, was the rtnievwx of a very large party of 
rebels on that night ; and that in confeqoence of information received, 
the Irifh government in a very few days after, fent a large party of his 
Majefty's forces into the iaid town« to difarm its Catholic inhabt- 
tantsf 

t Hift. Review, p. 410, and the note. 

X The meaning of the term was very well underdood by the Irift 
loyalifts, as well as the nsBtive/or coining it. 

thcr 
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i^wi it ^itt tft Ik ciUed iftdulgencc^ concefiicn ^or' n ct^ition of nglhts^ 
Ooniidtiingthelongicciesol opprdHon and boixlag^^ which they liad' 
groaned under* the bapptnefs of their delivery was'in a peculiar roan--' 
ner owing to iTie parental tenderncfsof his Majeilyto hislrilh Catho-, 
lie fuhjtrds, whom he tho$ rflieycdj as it were, in defiance of the W- 
gnxry a'^d cruelty of (heirotvn countrymen," This great afl of na- 
fionarjiiftice :md policy, was wrong ffbm the Itifh Parliament, by the 
irrefiilatjle power of Royal benevolence and Ijbcralirry/' (Hift Review, 
p. 42 !, ^ond volume. ) 

As he does not aflert, that hi? Majcfty. laid his pofitivc 
commands upon every one of the three hundred members of 
the Irifh Houfe of Commons, and upon all the Archbiihops^ 
Bifhops^ Earls, Vifcoutits, and Barons of the HoufcofLordv 
to fupport this bill, (for even the Irifli Chapcellor, though he 
foretold fome of the confequences of it, did not divide the Houfc. 
againft it) this " Royal benevolence and liberalicy" muft have 
been fympathetic with the majority of both affemblies, who wer^ 
independent oF the Crowiff trr the Governmenu — Such is 
pne fpecim<ti aj|i$t(;^-an hundred, of the manner* in which 
this writer mikes aitertions, proves them^ and reafons upoi> 
"ihem ! 

We are next informed^^'5^ that the undertaking of the Go- 
vernment to bring .forward feveral of the popular meafures, 
and whj[ch,were equally brought forward," (and he might hav«r 
added paAed, to wit^ the Place, Peniion, and Refponfibility 
Bills, and the Hearth-money tax taken ofF from the cottages 
of the peafantry) thefe circuntftances " probably blunted the 
edge of the f oppofition, which would other wife have been of- 
fered againft the pafEng fome of xiiQjirong m£a/ur$s of Govern- 
ment, the firft of thefe was the Gun -powder Bill, the next the 
Convention Bill." The firlt he acknowledges % " was not 
lit all oppoftd in Parliament/' — He next adds, "the Gun- 
powder Bill was defigned to defeat a ccnfpiracy, which was: 
fuppofed, and reported'to have been ihen on foot, though the 
truth of it were never proved^ nor credited by many"! ! T ** It 
IS indeed doubtful (as muft gerierally,be the effeas of every 
preventative meafure) whether the confpir^cy flauft not havft 
failed, bad it exiji'ed^ unlefs the French had at that time fuc- 
ceeded in Holland, their failure rendered this cautionary mea« 
fiirc adually inoperative^^ III 



♦ Hift. RevicMf, p. 427. 

f Which oppofiiioa party id Parliament then confrfttc! oX aboal 
twtntj'fi'ven ! * • " 

{Hift. Review^ pp. 427, 428, 429. 
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« !%• CtturentMA Bfll wm to pitvtiit die pfwakflce CK^ 
dM faccoTtrtt) QMBiple of tlie Cadiolie Gonvemion.'^ (ibid)— 
Only twtnty -fe t mi members of the IriibHoiife of Cofrnnone 
Oj^pofedtbhrBiJt. 

My reader wilt, here ohkrvCx that thefe very coercive nua- 
furis^ VIZ* tQ preveBt the importatioa of gun-powder^ e3icq}t 
by perfoos liceftfed by Goveramenr. aad ta diiZolve feif«created 
conventions, were the firft ftrong meafurei adapted by the Iriflb 
Government, and which were not adopted, until after the claims 
<^ the Catholies had been conceded; &c. tec. And when he 
is informed, in addition to the bJBt& I have already fiated, that 
a CatboRe Gonveiition continued to fit in DubKn, and to levy 
taxes ^^ for the heavy and growing expen^ces of die GathoUc 
caufe/' and that a rfatkmal Convention was fummoned to 
meet, in September, at Athkme, I am inclined to think, be 
will agree with me^ that it was fult rnne for the Irifli Go- 
vernment to trice (bme precautions againft that ftorm, which, 
was ready to^bur ft upon their heads. 

Thefe bilSi' nndbubtedly prevenfed the Ubited friAmen fr<un 
fttpplyifig themMver with more gun«powder, exd^dng clan- 
dcdlinely*, diflblved the Catholic Conventbn in Dublin, and 
prevented the Nationai Com^cntion from affembling at Athlone : 
and as they paraUzedf the machinatrons of treafon, dkey have 
been reprefented as the chief of tbofe coercive andji'rong mea- 
fures which goaded that people into rebellion! Unhickily, 
however, for the advocates of conciliation, Ibiient meafUres^ 
romance, and (entiment^ Mr. S. Netfon, a leadingUnited Irifli- 
man, upon his examination before the Secret Committee of 
the Houfe of Lords, in Augiift tj^ confefled, ^ dkat the 
Convention Bill was calcdared to meet every part of the 
fyftem of the United' Irifltmeni^ that UlYiec was. not latterly as 
well organised as it had been, that tbetr afiUrs had been lat- 
terfy much mij(condii£ted, bec^ufr the ableft men among them 
bad been arreftcd or obliged to ffy.** 

I am of opinion', with all cReference, that if ever a 
ftrftem of coneeffioit was tried ia any/ country^ it was 
fairly tried in Ireland. Stnee 178^, meafure after mea^ 



* Before this Convention dofcd thrir Seffion, they eleAed nine of 
their Members to compofe a p eMu a un t Council ; diu th^ ftikd the 
Permanent Committee of die Roman Catholics of Irehnd«^Of di^. 
Dr. M«Ncvin, afterwards one of the Ambaiflid0isss dirFfSodk^and 
llambcaof die IfiakJUieAaqi^ ma die chis^-Sce p. vis, Bh Sui* 
geaaH's Fair ReprcfentadoQ« 

Are 
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fare was conceded, and ronceffion produced claim; bec^aulH 
perhaps, claim obtained conceffion. The Government of 
Ireland at length refufed to concede the ftate ; and they were 
accnfed of provoking the people of that country to rebellion ! 
But when the Government of Ireland at length determined 
to make a ftand, their firmnefs rallied round them the true 
friends of the Conftitution ; their conceiHons, fo far from at^ 
caching new friends, had detached many of their old ones; for 
the fame Mr. Samuel Nelfon declared, in his examination 
before the Secret Committee, ^^ that many people joined the 
United Iriihmen, fuppofing them to have oeen the ftrongeft 
party in the ftate." 

Mr. Plowden afFefts'to treat with great contempt the alarms ' 
of the Irifh Government, at the clofe of the year 179a ; and 
at the beginning of 1793, 

** A ^neral infurredlion was apprehended; tbp pretended to have 
information of the particular nights fixed apon for that purpofe. It 
'ynz^gi'ven wt from tne Caftie, that the Cuftom-boafe, the Poft-office,' 
.and the Gaol, were to be firft attacked. Sec. The Magillrates, wirh 
bodies of horfe, patroled the ftreets, and many other /a//e rumours, Qf 
confpiracies and aflkflinations» were fet afloat." 

When I inform my readers, that about this time the dome 
of the Irifh Houfe of Commons was fuddenly enveloped in 
flames, and that fifteen minutes after the members had efcaped 
it fell in; that an immenfe multitude were afiembled round 

,the houfe, many of whom openly expreffed their regret at the 
furttinate efcape of the members of the Parliament ; when I 
alfo inform them, that Mr. Penrofe, the architeft of the 
Houfe of Commons, gave it decidedly as his opinion, that 
from the conftruftion of jhe flues, which were of iron, it was 
impoflible that one of them could have fet fire to the dome ; 
and that he hefitated not to afiirm, that it was done by deli- 
berate deflgn, and mufl: have been the effeft of fome chemical 
procefs : when I inform them alfo, that a magiftrate. Alder- 

. man James, found, in March following, a depot of pikes in 
SuiFolk-flreet, near the Parliament Houfe : and when I alfo 
inform them, that a few days before this conflagration of the 
Houfe of Commons, an hand-bill, to the following purport, 
was circulated in Dublin, and pafted under the proclamations 
for the apprehenfion of James Napper Tandy, aflixed.to tljc 
walls of the Houfe of Lords : — * " The members of a cer- 
tain 



* Ircqneflof my readers to turn to pp« 135, 142, third edition, 
of Sir Richard Mufgrave's Hiftory of the difit^rent Rebellions 
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tain great houfe, not far from the College, are hereby cau- 
tioned, how they profecute to ruin a virtuous citizen, for de- 
fending his charaifter, and aflerting the liberties of Ireland ; 
if they do not, let them beware of the awl of the Cobler ofAfef^ 
fina'* — When they alfo recoiled, the fecrecy of all Irilh con- 
fpiracies ; and call to mind in how fudden and fecret a manner 
a ho&y of fikemen ftarted on the 2jd July, 1803, like the 
armed folaiers of Cadmus out of the earth ; — I have little 
doubt that moft of my readers will agree with me, that none 
but the very incredulouff or the very difafFeded, will doubt 
the exiftence of fecret Irifli confpiracies ; and will think my 
Lord Weftmoreland, and the Irifli Governmenty perfeSly 
juftifiable in the precautionary meafures, which they took up- 
on that occafion. 

In this year 1793, GreatBritain declared war with the French 
Republic. The operation of the Gun-powder and Conven- 
tion Bills ; the horror entertained throughout Europe at the 
murder of the King of France, and our firfl: fucceffes on the 
Continent, for a fhort time checked the progrefs of the So- 
cieties of United Irifhmen, The fubfequent vidories of the 
French armies, the difafters of Great Britain, and the growth 
of democratic principles in every part of the empire, gave new 
encouragement to that very numerous party in Ireland, 
who were enemies to Britiih connexion, to continue with 
great fecrecy, and unabating affivity, the pur&it of their 
plans. The events which have followed, are fo well known, 
that it is unneceflary for me to notice minutely that accumu- 
lation of error and mifinformation with which the reft of Mr. 
Plowden's ** Hiftorical Review" is crowded. 

The Society of United Irifhmen having, with the demo- 
cratic Catholic party in Ireland, formed a plan for the repara- 
tion of thefe kingdoms ; having by their joint publications cor- 
rupted the public mind ; having feduced into their Societies 
moll of the middling and lower orders of Roman Catholics, 
and a very large proportion of the Preftyterians of the North 
of Ireland ; having, in 1795, according to.Dodor M'Nevin's 
evidence, held communicaiions wi^th the French DireSory; 
having, in 1796, completed a military organization in Ulftcr, 
and in May 1797, drawn up a plan for a general infurreftion, 
which was given up in confequence of ihe Government bav- 



in Ireland ; where they will find very ftrong prefunoptivc evidence that 
this fire was not accidentals as alfo the reafon why all enquiry into thi» 
affjir svd^^Jijfied. 
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ing, in (bme meafure, difarmed the North* ; having afterwardsj 
at various times, negotiated for foreign aififtance ; having, by 
their previous afTaifinations, deftroycd every principle of mo;- 
rality and humanity 5 and having at length been forced, by the 
+ vigorous meafures of the Irim Government, into a prema- 
ture infurreftion, during the progrefs of which they perpe- 
trated the nujft dreadful enormities ; and, finally, having been 
defeated in their wicked atten(ipt, they yet find advocates to 
come forward and charge the Government, the King's army, 
and the Proteftant gentry of Ireland, with the guilt of pro- 
voking an horrible rebellion. Defeated in the field, in which 
they never fought with determined courage, unlefs when 
headed by Catholic priefts;. and intoxicated with fpirirs, they 
revenge themfelves, for their failure, by charging thofe good 
and loyal fubjedls, who preferved their country from fanati- 
cifm and ruin, with the moft horrible defigns, And the moft 
cruel pradlices. The army that campaigned in Ireland, com- 
pofed of Englilh, Scots, Irifh, and Welfli, has been accufed 
of barbarities, which no troops that I have ever heard or 
read of, except a French Republican army was capable. The 
Proteftant gentry of Ireland have been reprefented as a pack 
of Cuba blood-hounds. The Orangemen, that loyal body, 
fo maligned and fo meritorious, have been charged, and are 
charged by this writer, of having taken oaths of extermina- 
tion ; and, Jaftly, there are men to be found, (this writer 
among the number) who infift that this was not a Catholic 
rebellion, though the whole united army of Leinfler (with 
the exception of two or three commanders) were Catholics; 
though wretched Proteftants, men, women, and children, were 
profcribed and hunted, like wild beafts, except when Catholic 
priefts gave them proteiiions, or baptized them anew after 
the rites of their church. And though the Northern Preft)y- 
-terians deferted their allies, yet becaufe about twenty four 
Proteftants, Prclbyterians, and Deifts, were deeply implicated 



• Sec Passim. Report of Secret Committee of the Irish House of. 
Commons of 1798. 

+ •• I believe the infurreftion which has taken place was brought for- 
ward by the military feveritics which were cxercifcd in the county of 
Kiidarc, and that if the arrefts had not taken place, it would have been 
kept back by the perfons who wcrcarreftcd, till the French (hould ar- 
rive, as it was their determination to wait for afliftancc from France. 
If the French had arrived, I am certain there would have been a very 
general and formidable inrurrcftion* in every part of the country." 

Evidence of* Mr, Thomas Addis Emmet, before the Secret Com- 
mittee of the Lords, Appendix, No. XXXI. p. cclxxxiv. 

K 2 in. 
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in, and fotnc df them dircSors of this unprovoked infiirrec- 
tton ; there are forfooth men to be found, who deny that this 
was a ♦ Catholic rebellion. ** In revolutions and public con- 
vulfions, (it has been remarked) one man writes what he 
pleafes, and an hundred thouland fools believe htm/' 

I fhall here brieflv notice thofe tranfadions not yet antici-*^ 
pated, which took place in Ireland, from 1793 to 1798. 

In p. 446. vol. ii. this writer aflerts, 

•• That at the clofc of 1793, a certain party, which foon after 
this, (he\red itfclf openly imdcr the denomination of Omngemiu, was 
prominently a^ive in renovating and extending the flame of religious 
feuds, difcord, and animofity." 

This is notorioufly unfounded in fdSty the Orange Society 
not having been formed till September 179S; in another part 
his reader is told, " that the Orangemen grew out of the 
Peep-of-day boys, which is equally unfounded, the Peep-of-day 
boys being Prcfbyterians, or Scots, as he has called them ; and 
the firft Orangemen, exclufively Proteflants, two fefts^ which 
this writer chufes to confider as one, 

«• Towards the end of 1794+, (Mr. P. informs as,) that the tur- 
bulent ilate of that country had fo alarmed the Government, that the 
Britifh Miniller bad found it neccilary to remove the Earl of We(t> 



* In theMcmoirc prefented in June, 1 797, by Dod)or M*Nevin to the 
French minifter at Hamburg, is the following paragraph : '* that the 
counties of Louth, Armagh, Weftmeath, Kildare, King's County and 
City of Dublin, were the beft organized, and that the Catholic priefts 
had ceafed to be alarmed at the calumnies which had been propagated 
of French irreligion, and were all afFe^ed to the caufe« That fome 
of them had rendered great fervice in propagating with dijcrete zeal 
the fyttcm of the Union,*' 

Report of Secret Committee of Iriih Parliament in 1798* 
Appendix, XXXI. p^ cclxxv. 

And in the examinations of Mr. John Hughes of Belfaft:, Book* 
feller, given on oath before General Lucius Barber, and to be foand 
at length in the Report of Seciet Committee of 1798, Appendix XV. 
p. cxxvi. heilates, that he came to Dublin on a million, in Noveifiber 
1796, from the Society of United Irifbmen at Belfaft to Dublin, to 
.Lewtns, (afterwards the agent in France) and " that whilfl he remained 
in Dublin he dined frequently with Lewins ; the company at his taUe 
were generally clergymen, and fome of them foreigners, he thinks tt 
likely they were priefts* He returned to Belfaft in December, 1796. 

+ In 1793, an Aft was paffed granting Ireland a participation of 
the monopoly of the Eaft-India trade, for 21 years. Sec Iriih Statoie 
II Geo. III. chap. 31. 
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svtoreland, wfao had either brought on, or permitted the kiogdom to 
%>c brought Co that deplorable ooncUtion." 

I need not, I conceive, take the trouble of refcuing my 
* X-rord Weftmoreland from fuch a charge ; I fliall only requeft 
of my readers to recolledl, that under his adminiftration, the 
Xrifh Catholics obtained more than under all the antecedent 
Oovernments, fince the reign of Queen Anne. I have little 
doubt that his Lordfhip will not be much (urprifed at this at- 
tack made upon him i having, no doubt, long fince formed 
his opinion of the nature and extent of Catholic political 
gratitude. Lord Fitzwilliam fucceeded him. As I never was in 
the confidence of the miniftry, I pretend not to know the caufe 
of Lord Fit2william*s appointmentjjor of his removal. . And 
as Mr. Plowden does not aflert that he was or is in the confi- 
dence of any of the parties, though he has gone into a very long 
detail of the true caufe of hord Fitz William's recal, I am ready 
to allow, that this part of his work gives his readers all the 
information upon that fubjedi, that the public in both countries 
was already in poffeflion of. 

Mr. P. thus defcribes the cohdufl: of the Irifh Catholics at 
this time : 

^ It »9S a fad publicly known to all, and complained of by fome, 
that jarge as the conceflions had been to the Catholics in ^t preceding 
SeJJMn^ their gratitude for them appeared Icfs prominent in their dif- 
ferent Refolutions and Addreiles^ than their confidence and expeda- 
jion of their further CKtenfion" — 

(To wit, the privilege of fitting in Parliament, and being 
'Sheriffs, and a capability [when vacancies happened) of 
filling the great offices of ftate, all that was left for Lord 
Fitzwilliam to grant, and all that now remains to be ob- 
tained ) — 

** It was obfervcd, (adds Mr. P.) that the firmly cherilhed hope of 
a total deliverance from all difqualification, was fo prcdominent 
among them, that the former graces had met with a cold reception * I i ! 

The recal of Lord Fitzwilliam, therefore, as it was beautifully 
fa*d by an Irifh Patriot, " dafhedthe cup of expedlation from the 
lips of all the Catholics of Ireland" — who were ready, I fuppofe 
to a man, to drink " fuccefs to his Lordfhip," for pafiing their 
imancipation : to which Mr. P. has already informed us, 
** every man annexed his own idea" ! — from which aflfertion, 
(which I believe has a great deal of truth in it) as well as 
from my information of what was then going forward in Ire- 
laffd, I moft humbly give it as my opinion, that his Lord- 
fhip 't 
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ihip's recal, tJiough it made the Irifli Oppofitioh Very angry, 
neither accelerated nor retarded the rebellion, which before 
his Lordfliip's arrival in that country was predetermined up- 
on, by a fet of men, who were not to be diverted from their 
objcft, by the meafures of any Oppoficion in Parliament, 
who would inevitably have loft the little credit they had 
with them, the moment they became the adminiftration of the 
country. In rchioving Lord Fitzwilliam from the Govern- 
ment of Ireland, his Majefty exercifed one of his undoubted 
prerogatives ; and becaufe neither he, or his Minifters for him, 
hive given his reafons to his inquifitive fubjefts, they have 
been accufed of breaking their faith (never pledged) "with the 
Irifli nation, /, e, with the part of it that regretted, or pre- 
tended to regret ^he appointment of Lord Camden to the Lord 
Lieutenancy of Ireland, from whofe appointment this work 
ftates, " commenced a government of rigour and coercion." 

?. 495. 

A party- writer ought to have a very good memory. — Mr. 
Plowden feems to have forgotten that he had already given 
" the Angular and important credit" to Lord Weftmoreland's 
adminiftration, of originating that fyftem " of rigour and 
coercion, now deemed neceflary to govern the Irifli people," 
by pafling thofe vtry Jirong meafures^ the Gun-powder and 
Convention Bills, " to defeat a confpiracy which was never 
proved to exijf^ and was not credited by many." 

The firft ftrong meafure of Lord Camden's Government, 
was the reje6tion in the Irifli Parliament, by a majority * of 
155 againft 84, of Catholic emancipation, (to wit, the privi- 
lege of fitting in Parliament, and filling the great offices of 
ftate) an intolerable difappointment to the middling and lower or- 
ders of thatperfuafion ; a grievance of fo heavy a nature, that it 
afterwards forced them, and many of their priefts, into re- 
bellion. In the debate, which toOk place upon this occafion 
in the Houfe of Commons, Mr. A. O'Connor, then a 
Member, and foon afttr a Direftor of the Irijh JJnion^ par- 
ticularly diftinguiflied himfelf, f " by one of the moft bril- 
hant fpeeches ever made in the Irifli Parliament." 



• Hift. Review, p. 523. 

+ Hift. Review, p. 521. Not very long after lie was tried at Maid- 
ftone for high tr cafon. See his trial by Guerney, 

The 
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The next ftrong meafure of Lord Camden's adminiftra- 
tioa was, •* the benevolent relief of the poor from the tax of 
hearth-money." — The next, " the foundation of a Catholic 
College for the education of the Catholic Clergy." And the 
la&Jirong and coercive meafure of this Seffion was, *' the fatis-* 
fediory arrangement of ifluing money from the Treafury/' 
P- 528. 

On the 5th of June 1795, the Seffion in which thefe ftrong 
and coercive meafures were carried, was prorogued. In three 
pages farther he tells us, that " the fpirit of defenderifm (ho 
■means of the United Irifhmen, the Defenders being long; 
iince merged in this body, and their name even extinSi) en- 
creafed and fpread very widely, in this year, throughout the 
kingdom. To them were attributed the outrages committed 
tipon fome of the iirll officers of ftate," viz. the late Irifli 
Chancellor, (who narrowly efcaped affaffination) and the Be- 
resford family : Lord Clare, however, as he was fotnewhat 
concerned, muft, I fuppofe, have httn fomewhat iniorxnti, 
iupon this fubje£); \ he has ftated, in his Speech of the 19th 
^February, 1 798, 

*« that the people had been told frotn high pqjular aiithority, that 
they (hould by no means forego the opportunity of the war in urging 
their claims; that they (hould inftancly embrace, and greatly emanci- 
pate; that they mtift extinguifl? aU members of the community who are 
ftartled at this magnificent projeft, or they will be extinguished hy them; 
I might perhaps (added Lord Clare} be excufed for ipcaking with 
feme degree of warmth upon this fubjeft, as I was within an hair's 
breadth of being extinguiihed, immediately after this fublime lefTonof 
great enpiancipation and general extinguifhment was promulgated." 

The next very ftrong and , coercive meafure of my Lord 
Camden's government was a proclamation*, offering a reward 
of /'•SCO for the apprehenfion of any of the perfons con- 
cerned in this attempt wpon the life of Lord Clare; and com- 
manding the magiftrates to keep the peace. It was early in 
<his year, 1795> that the United Irifbman's oath or teft under- 
went the ftriking alteration which I have already mentioned. 

<* In this year", he fays, ** the name of the Peep-of-day Boys was 
.changed into that of Orange men : at firft no perfon of confequence 
was admiited in it. The nrft lodge was formed on the 21ft or Sep- 
tember, 1795. Like United Irithmea^ they we^ foon a^liated« and 



♦ Sec it at full length in p. 531 of Hist. Review^ fccond vdtttnc* 
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♦heir teft", he fays, was •* in the awful pi^fence of Almighty God, 1 
fwcar that I will, to the utmoft of my power> fupport the Kingand. 
the prcfent Government, and I do further fwear, that I will ufe my at- 
moft exertion to txttrmiiiate all the Catholics of Ireland** 1 1 (Appen- 
dix, No. V. Third Part.) 

A more unjuft, malicious, or unfounded calumny never was" 
invented; nor can 1 fufKcienily exprefs my indignation and afio- 
nifhment, that an Englifti barrifter (hould have fo far fuf- 
fered himfelt to be impofed upoh by his informers, as thus to 
give, as a part of the oath of the Orange Societies, a falfehood 
invented by the IriflF rebels to inflame the minds of the lower 
ordersof Catholics; and that he (hould alfo impute to the orange- 
men a conneftion with a banditti that had been fupprefied before 
their inftitution. The pretended oath is evidently fuch as no Pro- 
teftant in Ireland could have been induced to take ; it being very- 
far from a tenet of their faith,that they ought \.o ex terminate here- 
tics. Can my readers for a moment believe it pofTible that Irifli 
noblemen, members] of parliament, clergymen, grand jurors, 

fnagiflrates, merchants, gentlemen, and others, many in re- 
pe£lable fituations in the army, militia, &c. would have taken 
ari oath which thus involved a determination to exterminate 
Catholics? In my Appendix (No. VI. Third Part) to thefe 
Striftures is given the Rules and Orders of this Society ; and 
their declarations. Sufiice it here to infert the fifth rule of their 
Society ; viz. that no perfon do perfecute or upbraid any one 
on account of his religious opinions ; but that he will, on 
the contrary, be aiding and aflifting to every loyal fubjeft of 
every religious deJcriptiorC\ 

Let my reader turn to Sir J. Temple's account of the Irifli 
rebellion and maflacre of 1641, and he will find that this falf-, 
hood of imputing to Iri(h Proteftants an intention of extermi- 
nating Papifts, is a very flale Catholic device; and which, ia 
Mr. Plowden'shiftorical fketch of that period, he {^exQ& to have 
given as much credit to as he has done to this impudent faif- 
hood in our own times. The fimilarity of Irifh rebellions is 
very extraordinary— the fame pretended grievances, the faine 
bare-faced inventions are at all times reforted to, to glofs over 
and palliate the hypocrify and cruelty of them all. — Take from 
Sir J. Temple's work the names and the dates, and you would 
imagine you were reading Sir Richard Mufgrave*s Hiftory of 
thelrifh Rebellion of 1798. 

In page 576 third vol. of his work the writer infinuates that 
the well-known intention of the county of Armagh (he means the 
boro74gh^ which belonging to the Primate naturally returned two 
government members) to return Mr. PelhamandDr. Duigenan 
lorheenfuing Parliament, (the general eleftion being approach- 
ing) coupled with other reports, riveted in the minds of the 
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great mafs of the people the firmed conviftion, that the JrlhpV- 
nityof thofe fanatic exterminators of Armagh (fo he ftiles the- 
Orangemen) fQiind countenance and fupport from the feat of 
civil and ecclefiaftical power. Dr. D. was, I believe, an 
Avowed friend to the Grangbmen, as was every loyal mai^ iii 
Ireland*. Will any man who knows Dr. D. fuppofe him ca- 
pable of fupportin^ or favouring a fociety, fworn to extermi- 
nate all the Catholics of Ireland? 

In 1796 we firid by Mr. rtowden's work, p. 538, « that 
Ireland was in a (late ^ordering on infurreftion." The fo- 
cieties of United Irifhmen had multiplied, and were now 
fpread through all Leinfter and Ulfter : outrages of the moff 
Chocking kind were daily perpetrated 5 feveral ilrfurgents were ap- 
prehended, and numbers of them fent on board the fleet, the 
confequence of which meafure are too well known to need a de- 
tail. At this period, no loyal gentleman could venture to re- 
main in his houfe, unlefs prote£i:ed by a military guard : the 
magiftrates of the kingdom having been " put in dread and 
fear of their lives," were afraid to a6l: f jurors were intiini- 
dated, and chofe to perjure themfelves rather than be murdered 
Aflaffins Were acquitted,, and the witneflTes for the crown aflTaf- 
linated. The loyalift defponded, and the rebel became fure of 
fuccefs ; and publicly wore his green or yellow badge pf rebels 
lion. Such being the ftate of Ireland in 1796, and no Irifh 
gentleman who has a regard to truth will deny it, the next 
itrong and coercive meafure of the Irifh government was the 
paffing of the Infurredlion A61, as the Irifli Aft, 36 of the 
JE^ing, is commonly called. The preamble to this ftatute con- 
tains a fhort but faithful hiftory of the progrefs of Irifli trea- 
fon. The moft remarkable feflions of this a6^ are : the \ft. 
which enafts that '* perfons adm'wijlering oaths for the purpo- 
fes of treafon and rebellion are uponconvicftionto fuffer death." 



• Thefe Societies of Orangemen (iw^VwXtdL four years after thofe of 
the United hijhmen) formed a rallying point to the loyalifts of the 
lower orders of the Prorcftants, who found in their bond of connexion 
that mutual proreftion, which in moft cafes, from the fyftem of ter- 
ror purfuedby the U. IriOimen, the magiftrates were unable, and in 
fome injiances afraid to give them. That outrages were committed by 
the lower orders oi Orangemen I do not deny, but they were the cxcef- 
fes of miftaken zeal, or retaliations upon the rebel party, for which (after 
the rebeliion was //// donjon) the perpetrators were profecuted by the Go- 
vernment,and many of them were convicted and punilhed. — Silent leges 
inter arma. — In all violent political convulfions excefTes will be com- 
mitted, — Whiift we deprecate thofe committed in Ireland, let us make 
fome allowances for the impetuofity of the Irifh charader, and recoi- 
led the provocations which the loyalifts ot that country had experienced. 

^ Report of Secret Committee,- 179^, p. 7. : 
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ad Sccw Perfons taiifig fuch oaths without being compelled^, 
to be tranfported. 

3d Sec. Acceffaries to be deemed principals. 

6rh Sec. All perfons excepting military men, militta, and 
yeomen having arms, to regifter them, for which no fee to be 
taken by clerk of the peace. 

12th Sec. Informations taken before magiftratcs^ from per- 
fons who may be afcerwards murdered, to be received as evi- 
dence by a jury uppn proof of the death or murder of the de- 
ponent. 

1 5th Sec. Magiftrates empowered to arreft Grangers, and 
to fend to prifon fuch as cannot give a fatisfa<3ory account of 
tbemfelves. 

i6th Sec. The majority of the juftices of peace of any dif- 
turbed county, empowered to aiTemble and to reprefent to the 
Lord Lieutenant chat their county is in a flate of difturbance^ 
or likely to become (b, upon which report, the Lord Lieuter 
nanty with the advice of the Privy Council^ may proclaim fuch 
county : the efFedls of proclaiming » county were, and are, 
that theinhabitants are compelled to keep within their houfes 
from fun-fet to fun-rife, under pain of imprifonment, or being 
lent on board the fleet ; but an appeal made within forty-eight 
Jiours, is left to the next feifion. 

20th Sec. Magiftrates and juftices empowered to enter 
Jioufes and fearch for arms. 

37th Sec. Left party aggrieved to his remedy in a civil 
aAioo againft magiftrates or juftices, for unlawfully detaining 
.or imprifoning any fubje<3, or fearching for arms illegally. 

This h^ of Parliament paCed through the Irifh Houfe of 
Commons with the diffenting voice alone of Lord Edward 
Fitzgerald ! 

An aft was ^t the fame time pafled, '' to indemnify fuch 
perfons as hadfince the ift of July 1795, a£led for the prefer- 
vation of the public peace, and the fuppreffion of the infur- 
reftions prevailing in fome parts of the kingdom" 

An a£l had been before pafled, by which '* fufFerers in per- 
fons,habitaiion5, or propert) , (from the outrages of the Peep-of- 
day-boys, &c. &c.) or their executors, between fummer aflize>' 
1795 and 1797, were empowered to recover fatisfaSion in da- 
mages from the going judge of afBze or grand jury, to be levied 
off the county, barony, parifh, town-land, &c. &c. in or near 
where fuch offences or outrages were commit ed. 

And another a£l was paffed afterwards to enable them to 
come in and take the benefit of the former aft, though che time 
limited by it had expired. 

Such were the firft ftrong and coercive meafures of the ad- 
miniftration of the ^}ild and humane Lord Camden. — Such 
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vrfere the harfli and oppreffive meafures which Engliflinieii' 
were gravely told, goaded the Iriih into rebellion: and which 
every loyal man of that country in the higheft and loweft fitu- 
ation in life then confideredi and /if/// conjtders at this moment, 
1804, as indifpenfably neceiTary to the fafety of the ftate^ and his 
own exiftence. 

When thefe aSs were pafled, the number of the United 
Iriflimen in the North alone ^ amounted, by the Report of the 
Secret Committee of 1797, to 72,000 men. Their military 
organization had taken place, and their dire£lory had an am- 
baflador at Lille, counterafting the negotiations of my Lord 
Malmefbury for peace. (Appendix, No. VII. Third Part.) 

An Irifti patriot afked in the Hbufe of Commons, " was it 
wife to rifle the abufe of fuch powers (viz. thofe of the infur- 
re6tion aft) at fuch a time ?" In my opinion no powers could 
have been too ftrong at fuch a time, or at any time here- 
after, when Irifli rebellions may be organized : and I may 
add, that few loyal men in Ireland will be found to oppofe 
the grant of fuch powers, or I hope will have reafon to complain 
of the abufe of them. At this period the Habeas Corpus A£k 
was, by the 37th of the King, firft fufpendcd. 

T'here was one Jlrong and coercive meafure of my Lord 
Camden's adminiftration, for which Irifli traitors can ne- 
ver forgive him — the glorious inftitution of the armed 
yeomanry of Ireland — into which thofe traitors to the Irifl} 
JJnion^ or Brotherhood, the loyal Orangemen, wer« all 
inftantly admitted, and of which they formed by far the 
moft ♦ confiderable part. Hinc ilia lacryma : hence the 
abominable calumnies that have been invented to afperfe theil» 
fair fame 2md reputation, and to injure them in the opinions of 
their Brother^Britons. I do think, and perhaps thofe who 
know mankind beft will agree with me, that there can be no 



♦ Your Committee have to obferve with ^reat fatisfa^ion that the 
eftimatc for the yeomanry at firft laid before Pariiament was for a 
number not exceeding 20,000 men : that in th^courfe of fix months 
above 37,000 were arrayed, and that the zeal of the country had fd 
rifen with its difficulties, that during the late rebellion the yeomanry 
filnte exceeded 50,000 men, and might have been incrcafed to a much 
greater extent. It is unnccefTary to recal to the recolledion and gra- 
titude of Parliament and of the country, the ferviccs they have per- 
formed during the unhappy ftruggle in which we have been engaged; 
(hariog all the hardfhips and dangers, and performing all the duties ia 
f ommon wiih the King's regular and militia forces. — Report of Se- 
icfct Committee of the Irilh Houfe, 1798, p. 5. 
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ftrtjnger proof given how much Orangetmn counteraQed and? 
tendec^ to defeat the treafonabledefignsof the Iriflf Unions than 
the univerfal execration in which they were held by every 
traitor to the King and Conftitution in Ireland. 
I follow this writer — 

■ * ?• Some individuals who can only meaHire their own loyalty, by 
the acrimony with which they calumniate their country, have upon 
thejlrrrrg/b of the Report of the Honfe of Lords , fpecifically charged the 
U. Irifhrnen with holding regular committees of aflailination/' 

As I cannot be brought to treat with difrefpeft the folemn 
Reports of Secret Committees of the Houfes of Parliament, or 
for a moaient to fuppofe the members of them capable of fabri- 
cating falflioods, and as I never thought that the impudent . 
"t libel publifhed by Arthur O'Connor and company, in which 
they dared to accul^ the Irifh Parliament with not having fairly 
reported their evidence, entitled to the fmalleft credit or atten- 
tion, I do on the authority of the Reports oftl^e Secret Committees^ 
fpecifically charge the United Iriflimen with holding regular 
committees of aflaffi nation, to whofe orders numbers of the 
loyal fell viSims j and for the information of my readers, I 
fhall add, that I have feen moft of the numbers of the Union 
Star, a Belfaft print, edited by an U. Irifhman, and fecretly 



♦ Hift. Review, p. 5^72, 2d vol. 

•f T can eafily explain this tranfidion to my readers :— 
When General Humbert landed with his troops in Ireland, and 
tnade the extraordinary progrefs he did ; O'Connor and his company 
who» to fave their recreant lives, had made a full difclofure of their 
ti^aibns, and by fo doing had become obnoxious to their party, de- 
termined at this particular jun^ure to make an effort to retrieve their 
charafiers with -them ; and accordingly they had the audacity in an 
adveriifcment in a public print, to deny their evidence as it was 
printed in the Report of the Lords: they were accordingly funrmoued 
before the Committee of the Lords again ; and General Humbert be- 
ing now a prifoner, thefe men madi no hefitation in again * figning 
their evidence, and acknowledging to the houfe, that it contained 
'* the whole truth and nothing but the truth;" and fmce they have 
been fcnt to France, and put ont of the reach of juftice, they have 
publifhed then report of the evidence given by them, which any reader 
of common intcileft will perceive to be a feeble and impudent at- 
tempt to juflify themfelvcs, and to invalidate that Report of the Lords, 
which will remain a perpetual memorial of their treafon and' in- 
famy. 

• They then (tipon their fccond examination) der]are<I to the Houfe of Lords, 
that is was of the nijfreprefcntat ons given in tie ncwfpapers of their evrtiencc, 
that they complaacd.— See the LorcS' Report. 
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difptrred by thefe focieties, in which fome of the moft cxalcetl 
individuals of that country were pointed out for aflaffination*: 
but if, to infill upon a fad notorious to every loyal man in Ire« 
land be a calumny ) (Appendix, No. V III. Third Part) if, to 
aflert, that the U. Iriflimen, with fprne oiembers of the Ca- 
tholic Committee, organized the Irifh rebellion of 1798; and 
if, to give it as my decided opinion, that the Orangemen con- 
tributed to preferve Ireland to the Crown of England be ca- 
lumny; if an apxious wi(h to undeceive my fellow-fubje<fis ia 
Great Britain, and to do juftice to the Zealand fkl.elity of 
the loyal men of Ireland, be calumny — / am a calumniator. 

We learn from this work, that t Catholic emancipation was 
in i!797, for the laft time, brought forward; and we are alfo 
informed that nineteen members out of the 300 of which the 
Irifh Houfe was compofed, fupported it. Such no doubt Was 
the efFeft produced by Dr. Duigenan's 

** diffiife and infuriated Philippic againd Popery impregnated 
with every inflammable matter that the blind prejudice and % bigotry 
of the moft barbarous ages have ever adminiftered to the fanatic" ! 1 1 

We are next informed § *^ that the Irljb nation was at this 



* Lord Carhampton wasconftantly pointed out for aOaflination, and 
narrowly efcapfd a plot formed aeainft his life, which feme of hisfcr- 
vants were to have executed. Among the numerous viclims to the 
ordeis of thefe committees of aiLiilinaripn, I recoiled): the following : 
Mr. Harmjin, M P. for Longford. iMr. Humc^M. P. for Wickbw, 
Col. St. George, Mr. Uniack, Rev. Mr. Knipe, clergyman and ma- 
giftrate. Rev. Mr. Butler, ditto, Mr. Hamilton, late Fellow of Dub- 
lin College, Mr. Cummins, befidcs a great many foldiers, who had 
informed their officers of the attempts to feduce them, and witnefTes {or 
informer^ as they were called) innumerable. 

It wasafTerted, " that this Union Star was printed andpublifhed by 
the connivance of the Iri(h government, and formed a part of the (yf- 
tem adied upon and encouraged in Ireland by the Bririlh governmepc 
to carry their infernal purfofci* !! ! After this, can my reader won- 
der at the other calumnies propagated agaiiill the Irllh government, 
and the loyalids of Ireland? 

t Hifl. Review, p. 585. ad vol. 

J If my reader has ever feen this or any other fpef ch of Dr. Dtii- 
genan, he will fmile at this defcription of hi$ invincible arg-iments 
and nervous eloquence : if he has not, let him get them ; and he will 
not wonder that Mr. P. could not venture to quote any. iinglepuiFage 
out of any one of them ; but has all through his work endeavoured to 
prejudice him againft what he was afraid to tranfcribe. 

§ Hitt. Review, p. 5S6. He ought to have told his reader *what 
fart^i the Irilh nation — this putting ^ar/^/w pro iota, is a corfimod 
figure in his rhetoric ! 

time 
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tfme fthc clofc of the year 1797) worked up to a ftate of ex* 
traordinary fermentation," In the next page, heiitftantly re- 
lieves his reader from the trouble of guei&ng the caufe, by 
flating the fa£l, 

•* that twenty-five French ihips of the lincji ^htcn flout frigates, 
beiides floops and tranfports for an army of twenty-five thoufand men, 
10 be commanded by General Hoche, whofe military abilities were 
efteeoied equal to thofe of any officer in the French Service, Moteau 
and Bonaparte fcarcely excepted, were ready to flip oat of Breft for 
Ireland." 

General Hoche, as we all know, failed for the coaft of that 
kingdom, and returned to the place from whence he came* 
We next meet a very judicious obfervation. 

•* The fate of this fleet of the enemy proved, that a faperior force 
is not in all cafes a certain fecnrity againft invaiion. Ireland, notwith- 
flanding the fuperiority of the Britilh fleet, was fixtccn da)s at the 
mercy of the enemy, and faved from attack only by the elements." 

But as we have now a fleet of men of war zxi^fldut frigates 
at Cork, I truft that Ireland will not be again for fixtcendays 
at the mercy of the French . 

Mr. Plowden's account of the ardour of the troops and Iri(h 
yeomen upon this occafion is correS ; and his ftatemem of the 
friendly difpofition of the common people of the fouth of Ire- 
land towards the King's forces is alfo accurate ; the D'ire£tor 
Emmet has thus accounted for their conduft-^" a letter ar- 
rived which was confidered as authentic by the I rifh executive, 
ftating that the expedition was deferred till fpring, when Eng- 
land would be invaded, and probably Ireland. This contra- 
didion then threw the executive ofF their guard, in confe- 
quence of which no meafures were taken to prepare the people 
for the reception of the French army ; the people were left to 
themfelves *.'* 

Whether Mr. Plowden's next ftatement of the meafures of 
conceffion and conciliation (viz. reform and emancipation) re- 
folved upon by our Cabinet, as alfo the intention offending an 
exalted perfonage to fucceed Lord Camden as Viceroy of Ire- 
land be equally correft, as I never was in the fecrets of the 
Miniftry, 1 cannot determine : his reader will obf(^rve that he 
ftates it as a report, without informing him from whence he re- 
ceived this great intelligence. If the fine meafures, according to 
his hiftory, then in contemplation, had been purfued, he is fan- 



* Report of S. Coramittcc of 1798. Appendix XXXI. p. cclxxxir. 
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guine in the expeftation, that they wduld have • <« reclaimed 
rile malcontents, (rebels they are called in Ireland) and afforded 
that rtdrefs which was then generally called for, and uprightly 
andrincerelybymoft,in{idioufly and traitoroufly by a /ra;/' The 
Reportof the Secret Committee of the Irifli Houfe in 1797 
ftates,from a paper feized by a Mr. Ellifon in a Northern Com- 
mittee, and dated 7th of the very month Dec. 1797, in wlitch 
G^n. Hoche's fleet arrived in Bantry Bay, that their nambers 
then in the province of Ulfter amounted to 99,41 1 men^with an 
account of fuch a quantity of arm?, ammunition, &c. as my 
limits 60 not permit me to infert, and for which I muft refer 
my readers to the Reports of the Secret Committee of the Irifli 
Parliament for 1797, 1798, Appendix xxix. — and in Appendix 
xxxi. they will hnd Dr. M'Nevin declaring, that Parliament 
had underrated the number of their men, and the quantity of 
their ammunition. 

We are next introduced to f Mr. Arthur O^Connor, and a 
defcription is given of his very deep^ artful and defigning. cha- 
racter. I fliall pafs over his intended trip to France, arreft on 
the coaft of Kent, trial at Maidttone, narrow efcape; the wit- 
neflfes produced to give him a charafler, fome of whom fworc 
it was very unreferved. 

The next remarkable event which this work records is the 
Jfeceifion in this year from the Irilh Parliament of the Oppo- 
fition, which upon one divifion was reduced to feven, who de- 
clined any further attendance, finding the majority of the Houfe 
of Commons deaf to all their plans of reform, emancipation, 
conceflion, and conciliation ; moft men in Ireland b-ing at 
this time perfeflly convinced, that thefe meafurcs were to be 
determined, not by divifions of ayes and noes in Parliament, but 
by divifions of his Majefly's troops, and the rebel forces in the 
field of battle. 

We are now arrived at the eventful year 1798. The late 
Sir R. Abercrombie bad been lately appointed Commander in 
Chief in Ireland, and went over to that country fully impreffed 
with an idea, that the difcontents of the people, and the outrages 
committed by the U. Irifhmen, had been provoked by the con- 
duft of the government and the King's forces in Ireland. Ac- 
.cordingly, immediately upon his arrival, he iffued t\\ok general 
orders of the 26th of February, which gave fuch offence to the 



♦ Hift. Review, p. 591, 2d vol. 
+• Hift. Review, p. 591. 
X Ibid. p. 6^3. 
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army and Afilitia in Ireland : and I belleveoixt Miniftry thought- 
it prudent at length to recal hini» and fent him to Egypt, to 
gather thofe laurels which will never fade round his tomb. 
. On the 3d of March the Irifli Minifter, Mr. (now Lord) 
Pelham, fully apprifed of the critical fituation of the kingdom, 
and the neceffity of at laft reforting to ftrong meafures, v/rote to 
the Commander in the North, General Lake, by order of the 
Lord Lieutenant, '/ to employ his forces againft all perfons 
afTembled in arms, not legally authorized fo to be \ to difperfe 
all tumultuous aflemblies of perfons, though they may not be \a 
# arms, without waiting for the fan£)tion and aififtance of the 
civil authority, if in your opinion the peace of the realm, or the 
fafety of his Majefly's faithful fubjefts, may be endangered by 
waiting for fuch authority.'* 

- And in another part of Mf . Pelham's letter are thefe expref- 
fioAs : '* His Excellency gives you this full authority, in order 
to give your difcretion the greateft latitude, relying at the fame 
time on your prudence and difcernment in the exercife of it^ 
jb that the peaceable and well-afFe£led may be proteded againft 
the evil deligns of thofe who have threatened their lives and 
properties with deftruftion." 

General Lake did accordingly proceed to exercife the ftrong 
powers with which he was at length invefted j thofe who know 
General Lake's charafter, will not readily believe, that he 
exercifed his authority wantonly; neverthelefs, by force and 
by fear (there was no other mode left) he did in fome meafure 
+ difarm the North ; and the rebel began now to defpond, and 
the loyalift to feel encouragement and fecurity. 

Thefe vigorous meafures having been found fo expedient 
and fucpefsful in the North, the Irifli government determined 
in the fame manner to difarm Leinfter. Accordingly, a very 
large body of troops was marched into the county of Kildare; 
and on the 3d of Aprils General Abercrombie iflucd, by defire 
of the Lord Lieutenant, a prodaination from his head-quarters 



• They ufed to meet in thoufands under pretence of attending fd- 
fierah: 9000 marched in proccffion- through Dublin after a corpfe. 
This was to (hew their ftrength, and encourage their party. — See Re- 
port of Secret Comroittee« 1790, p, 6. 

f Above 6000 mulkets, and fome thoufands of pikes, were furren- 
dercd to General Lake in the North. — Of the good efbds of dif. 
arming the North, fee Report of Secret Committee for 1798, p. 7,— - 
See Appendix to R^rt of Secret Committee, 1798, No, 39, for the 
return of arms furrendercd in various parts of that kingdom in 1797, 
1798. . . - 
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it KiWare, requiring the difaffcaed to fiirreridcr their aTiriS 
vrrthin a certain time, and threatening, in cafe of non.com- 

Jiliance, to diftribute large bodies of troops among them at 
rce-quarters : the Kildare rebels did not give in their arms» 
and the threat was executed. To fuppofe that large bodies of 
troops, let loofe from military reftraint, did hot commit out- 
rages were folly : houfes in which fmall depots of arms were 
found were burned: numbers of men were flogged in various 
parts of the country, as well ds in the capital, and difcoveries^ 
concealed weapons obtained in conifequence : and to avail my- 
feif of Mr, Plowden*s expreffions*, ^* the exhortations of th« 
chiefs to bear their evils with fteady patience, lintil an oppdr- 
tunity of fuccef&ful infurreftion (hould occur, proved vain with 
the lower claffes," aiidtheDireftorsof the Irifli Union, finding 
that their labours for feVen years pall were on the point of being 
deflroyed by the f vigour and fpirit of the Irifli government^ 

Save their fignal, and the greater part of the province of Lein- 
er broke out into open rebellion upon the 23d May, 1798. 
Thefe were the firft authorized mcafures of great rigour and 
feverity which took place under Lord Camden's government. 
What was the confequence? We have the confellion of one 
of the DireSors of the Irijh Union, that they prematurely 
forced that rebellion, which he and his aflbciates in treafon 
wilhed to keep back, until the arrival of foreign afTiftance ; and 
were they not juftifiable by every maxim of policy and felf- 
prefervation ? They had been long prelled upon his Excellency 
by thofe beft acquainted with the hiftory of that country, and 
the charafter of its people : the mild and humane difpofitiori 
of Lord Camden made him averfe from mcafures of feverity, 
until the laft extremity | reafbning, as moftof'our countrymen 
will naturally do, from his knowledge of the difpofition of 
civilised Engliflimen, whb l6ve the cohftitution and fubmit 
to the laws of their dountry, hfe could have formed little con- 
ception of the influence of religious bigotry upon the mafs of a 
people, averfe from legal reffraints, and unattached to the 
civil and ecclefiaftical government of their country. — A 
J faying of ray Lord Carhampton ii) Lord Camden was then 



• Hid. Review, p. 677. 

+ The provincial committee for Leinfter fiad bcdri jiift before feizrd 
in a Mr. Bond's houfe, and Lord E. Fit:&gerald arrefted, &c. &C» * 

X I give this as a repon, as I pretend not to iay that Lord Car^ 
hairpton made ofe of this expreffion to Lord Qamden ; but the form^ 
certainly made the obferv^ti^ to (bine obe, winch was xtsy gencfally 
liked and repeated » 

% in 
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in the mouth of every loyal tmn in the upper ranks of U£e in 
Ireland. " My Lord, if you fufier them to go to war with 
you« and go to law with them, it does not require much faga- 
city to forefec the iffue of the conteft/* The government at 
laft reforted to arms, but not until they had found the laws 
inefTeAual : if any further juftification of meafures of felf- 
prefervation be neceffary, the faS, that the rebellion was the 
moll formidable in the county of Wexford, f which owing to 
the inddious reprefentations of fome of tlioie very Catholic 
prieils, who fought againlt our troops in the field) was not dif- 
armed, or fubje6ted to free-quarters, is a full confirmation of 
the expediency and policy oT thofe flrong meafures, which at 
our fide of the water nave been fo reprobated by men, no doubt 
very humane, but very ignorant of the true ftate of Ireland : 
they had the approbation of almofl every loyal fubje£l in that 
country, whom I prefume to have been the beft judges of the 
danger, and were loudly condemned by thofe traitors whofe 
defigns they defeated. 

The progrefs of the horrible rebellion of 1798 has been (6 
minutely and faithfully detailed by Sir R. Mufgrave, that it is 
unnecenary for me to fay much upon this fubjea. His work 
is confidered as authentic by thofe who witneiied the fcenes he 
defcribes. There is hardly a fa£l in his work, which is not 
vouched by affidavits and ilatc-papeirs in his Appendix : — and 
what is the defence which his opponents make lor their party ? 
they charge his Majeily's troops and officers with perpetrating 
baroarities, which no man who knows the chara3eri&ic huma- 
nity oi a Britifh army will believe. There have been two 
works written in oppofition (I will not fay in anfwer) to Sir 
Richard Mufgrrf^e's Hiftory ; one by a Rev. Mr. Gordon, the 
other by a Mr. Hay. The mifreprefentations in the Rev. Mr. 
Gordon's book have been noticed and expofed by Sir R. 
Mufgrave, in his third edition, p. 545, where Sir Richard 
charges him with having written his work, for the purpofe of 
conciliating his Catholic pariOiioners ; and in order that he 
might receive his tithes, and live in fecurity in his parifli in the 
county of Wexford, from which his predeceflbr was hunted ; 
which charge the Rev. Mr. Gordon has not denied in the fe- 
cond edition of his book publifhed fince this accufation was 
made: and further, at the * fummer affizes of the county of 
Wexford in 1802, twenty-feven magiftrates of that county en- 
tered into the following refolution : 

«« Having read the Rev. Mr. Gordon's Hiftory of the Rebellion, 
^'e are of opinion, that it contains a Mk and fcandaloos libel on tbe 
magiftrates of the coonty, and that the whole book fcems to ui to be 

writtea 
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written for tkc purpofc -of excufing rebellion, and not to give r fair 
celation of fads." 

(Signed and publifhed in the newfpapers.) 

As for Mr. Hay's work, any perfon who reads it will in an 
inftant perceive, that it has been written under tke influence 
pf perfonal refentment and party-fpirir. This writer in his 
book informs us, that he was eleven months under the hands of 
a Protejiant * inqutjition ; (the firft of the kind I have ever 
Heard of) from whofe perfecution, Lord Cornwallis refufed to 
deliver him: having been at length releafed from his confine- 
ment, he has publifhed his work, (in which he makes the moft 
abominable charges againft the magiftrates, the gentry, and ar- 
my of Ireland,) for the purpofe, as he informs his readers, " of 
promoting harmony and union,'* (not a legiflative Union, to 
which he feems from various paffages in his book to be no 
friend,) which " Harmony and Union" if it can be once ef- 
fefled, in his opinion, " no power upon earth can put down 
tbe Irifli." Such are the opponents of Sir Richard Mufgrave ! 

It has been obferved ot fome men, that they are fond of 
bad company, Mr. P. throughout his work feems to have a 
great predileftion for bad z^;n7erj, whofe credit he has attempt- 
ed to fet up, by decrying all thofe of eftabliOied authority: there 
is certainly great originality in the attempt, of the fuccefs of it 
his reader muft judge /br himfelf. Such of my readers as 
may think proper to compare Sir R. Mufgrave's Hiftory of the 
Irifli Rebellion, with this part of M^. Plowden's work, will 
obferve, that all the leading fads detailed by the Baronet arc 
copied in his work, with the addition of his own comments, 
which in truth differ materially. 

I (hall give here one inftance : after admitting the maffacres 
and cruelties of the Irilh Rebels, we have the following ac- 
.count, or rather juftification of their condu3. 

. " No nation feels more keenly and refcnrs more highly than the Trilh 
the fuffcrings and oppreflions of their anceftors, none fo perfonally 
make a common caufe with ihem^ becaofe none hold them in fo much 
rcfpeft and veneration." 

This is a point of modern Irifli honor, w^ith which- 1 was not 
before acquainted. I fliould think it quite fuflScient for any 
race of men to refent the infults offered to themfelves ; but 



♦ The Grand Inquifitor of which was the Right Honorable Geo. 
Ogle, a gentleman of the mildcft difpofition, and the moft cuhivatcd 
talents* 

L 2 for 
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for the IrUh to take up the cudgels for their ancejlors^ is not 
onl^ highly romantic, but as I apprehend muft make reconci-* 
liation for ever hopelefs. 

Again, " their own fufferings under a penal code for a length 
of time, (which was repeated when many of them were chil- 
dren) and the recent provocations, &c.&c.&c. all operated to 
enflame the Irilh againft thofe, whom they in their native lan- 
guage called Saffanaghy which meant indifferently Engliflimen, 
or Proteftants, and to which idea it was lamentably true, that 
recent circumllances prompted them to annex the moft odious 
and fanguinary epithets." But if " retaliation," as this writef 
inflfls, was their obje£l in committing their horrible cruelties, 
why was it not confined to the maU Sajfanaghs^ and why did 
the unfortunate Protcftant women and children, who could 
have given no provocation, come in at Scullabogue and other 
places for their (hare of this •• retaliation"? 

Was it upon the principle of retaliation that fome of the 
moft indulgent mafters in the county of Wexford, were mur- 
dered by their own Catholic fer\'ants, who had lived many 
years under their roofs ? Was it upon a principle of retalia- 
tion that five * Proteflant clergjmen, two of them above eigh- 
ty years of age, were murdered by their Catholic neighbours ? 
If "retaliation** was the order of the day, why did the United 
Catholic army of Wexford, keep Lord Kingfborough as an 
hoftage, whofe zeal had made him peculiarly obnoxious to their 
party ? Let not my Ertglifli reader be deceived ; fuch is the 
religious rancour in the minds of moft of the middling and 
the lower orders of Irifh Catholics againft their fellow fub- 
jefts of the Proteftant perfuafion, fuch the religious preju- 
dices kept alive among them by the lower order of their priefts, 
-that maOacres of the Proteftants ever will take place, as they 
ever have done^ in all the rebellions in that country, fince the' 
Reforitiation ; witnefs the events of the 23d May, 1803. Em- 
met, who if he had any religion was a Proteftant, ftrongly de- 



♦ The Rev. McflVs. Turner, Burrowes, Throke, Pcntland, and Hay- 
don ; the Rev. Mr. Francis died afterwards in confcqucnce of the ilf- 
treatment he received from the rebels; and the ReV. Mr. Owen, whom 
they tortured, loft his reafon ; the Rev. Mr. Haydon, 80 years of age* 
having refufed \o be baptized after the mode of the Catholic charcb» 
was pikedxn the prefence of his wife, and his body expofed for nine day» 
in the Greets of Ennifcorthy. 

P. 107, of Dr. Duigenan's Fair Rcprefcntation. 
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precated affa^nation^ in his Manifeilo, but vain was bis exbor. ' 
tacion to his fanguinary followers. 

Mr. Plowden next roundly aflerts, ^' that more cold blood 
was flicd, more property dcftroyed, more houfes burned, and 
more women abufea by the troops, than by the in fur gents ^ 
(rebels they are called in Ireland); for the lad faft, he relies 
much upon the authority of •• a lady of fajhion^'' but he does 
not give us the name of his ^^ female ajfijiant;' and as to the 
quantity of property deftroyed, I have only to inform ray 
reader, that the Iri(h Government erefled a board of compen- 
fation, to indemnify thofe whofe property was deflroyed by the 
rebels, and that they paid to the fufferers the fum of fix hundred 
and thirty thoufand pounds of the money of the public. 

This writer alfo inOfts upon the loyalty* of the Catholic in- 
habitants of Wexford, which he endeavours to prove by the 
addrefles from their priefts and their flocks, prefented to the 
Irilh Government, previous to the infurreftion of 1798. This 
I can alfo eafily explain ; Wexford is the neareft harbour in 
Ireland to Breft, from which port the Irilh Direftory always ex- 
pe6led the promifed fuccours from France ; to lull the fufpi- 
Cions of the government, this county was always kept in pro- 
found tranquil^ by the Diredory, m fo much fo, that few of 
the regular forces were quartered therein : the magiftrates had 
indeed long entertained fufpicions of the extenfive but fecrftt 
progrefs of treafon in their county ; and when the Irifti Govern- 
ment proceeded to difarm Kiidare, they were anxious for the 
adoption of the fame meafures in the county ot Wexfordt. The 



• Hift. Review, p. 710. third volamc. 

t The county of Wexford is a very fertile county, thickly inhabi- 
ted by a numerous and opulen^t gentry, and in no part of Ireland was 
theie in 1798 a more iiourilhing tenantry or more indulgent landlords; 
provifions of every fort were extremely plentiful and cheap, and the 
conditions of the farmers and peafantry approached nearer to our own, 
than thpfc of any other pans of Ireland, tue linen counties of the N, 
excepted. Nevcrthclefs, it was in this county of Wexford, that this 
peafantry and fome of thefe farmers commirred fuch enormities, and 
jnr which the gentry fufiered fo much from the bigotry and brmal 
fory of ibeir tenantry and domtfiics* In the counties of Clare and Ker- 
ry in the Province of Connaught, where the condition of the pcafan?, 
try 18 more wretched than in any other part of Ireland, durin)^ the 
horrid rebellion of 1798, no infurredtionary movements took place. 
Surely then, the poverty of the lower orders of the Iriih peafantry. 
cannot be affigned as the cavfe of the turbulence and outrages of that 
kingdom* The. Proteflants of the lower orders in Ireland are amenr 
able to the laws, and faithful to the govermneat» a fad which no Iri(h 
fcntleman who values truth will deny, 
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rebel party took the alarm, the parifli Priefls, moft of diem * 
engines in the hands ot the Direftory, immediately aflembled 
their flocks, and the lAoft loyal and dutiful addrefTes were com- 
pofed and iigned by thoufands upon thoufands, and forwarded . 
to the Caftle, where they were backed bv the rcprefentaiions of 
a noblemao, who was made the dupe o( this deep artifice, but 
who has been long fmce convinced of the duplicity of this 
tranfaflion : in confequence of thefe addrefles, Wexford was 
not difarmed, was left bare of troops, and was occupied with- 
out refiftance by the rebel armyt. 

Mr. P. admits, that the " Orange f) ftem**, as he calls it, 
made no public appearance in the county of Wexford until 
the month before the Rebellion. This Irilh excufe for rebeU 
liori failing, he attributes this univerfal infurrcfction in every 
part of that countyj, to the ingenuity of a ferjciint of the " 
North Cork Militia^, whom he calls ** Tom the Devil," in 
putting pitched caps upon, and fetting fire to the heads of the 
citizens of Wexford, then to all appearance loyal and well 
conduced : the ilories which we hear from our nurfes are not 
more abfurd. — The whole country of Wexford rofe ^n maffc 
in rebellion, on the fame night; one hundred of the North 
Cork Militia marched out from the town to a|Mck the advan- 
ced column of the rebels, and were every imr^iked, the town 
aJTailed irom without, and full of fecret enemies within, was 
evacuated by || the few Protellant yeomen, who made good their 
retreat to Dun^rannon Fort, in the County of Waterlord ; the 
Tebels took polleffion of the town, and the horrid fcenes which 
Sir R. Mul'grave has fo faithfully defcribed, enfued. Lord 
Kingftorough, the commander of the North Cork Militia, in 
which this fuppofed Tom the Devil was a ferjeant, fell into the 
hands of the rebels ; if his ferjeant had been guilty of fuch 
barbarities, would it have been poUible for the rebel leaders to? 
have preferved his Lordfliipfrom the *• retaliation" of the Ca- 
tholic mob of Wexford? whereas Lord Kingiborough was 
Ipared, whiitt an hundred and fixty individuals were butchered 
in cold blood upon the bridge of Wexford. As I know the ma- 

• Sec note • to page 148 of thefe Strifturcs. 

+ For the trath of this ftatetnenr, I appeal to every loyal infaabitant 
of that county, 

t Hift. Review, p. 713, third volamc. 

§ So cofnpleatly was the Iriftx government deceived by the falfe ap- 
j^arancc of tranquillity in the county of Wexford, that when the re- 
bellion broke ott. ifcercwere no troops in Wexford, except one com-' 
^any of the NoiCh Coik militia, all of whom were flain at Otdart* 
Sec Sir R, Moferavc's work> and^the various publications of the day. 

g Almoft all theCatholic yeoxacn of the county ot Wcjdbrd defcrted 
to the rebels* 
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Iigaky of Irifli traitors, and their anxiety to iUgmatize his 
Majefty'j troops, I am not furprifed that they fliould have in- 
vented and dillemmated fuch talfehoods ; but I cannot avoid 
expref&ng my concern and aflonifliment, that an EnglKh gen- 
tleman flioula be fo credulous, as to infert fuch accufations in 
bis work, and thus perpetuate {ifpoJJibU) fuch afperfions upon 
his Majeily's army in Ireland. 

In page 708 of this Hi(L Review, third volume, there is ano- 
ther initance of the blind credulity of this gentleman, and of 
the malevolence of the party that fupplied him with the infor- 
mation : after giving * an account of the engagement between 
Sir J. Duffe's army, and a very large body ot the Irifh rebels 
on the Curragh of Kildare, direftly contradiftory to the Gene- 
ral's difpatch to the Irifii government, and after endeavouring 
to invalidate the authenticity of the different official bulletins 
by obferving, that •' even t the well intended propagation of 
notorious falfehaod under the fanftion of authority ^ muft ne- 
ceflarily ulcerate thofe, whom that fame authority prevents 
from publilhing the reality in juftification,*' he gives his reader 
X a letter from the Catholic parifh curate of Naas to his Catho- 
lic titular Archbifliop, in which, in contradiflion alfo to the offi- 
cial bulletin, he aflerts that only ten rebels were killed in their 
attack upon Naas, which took place at nighty but that in the 
courfe of three or four hours after, fifty-feven of a crowd in 
ihejireet were killed ; and the letter goes on to ftate that an in- 
nocent man was conviftcd and executed for the murder of a 
Captain Swain, without any form of trial, that his body was 
cut open, his heart taken . out, put upon the point of a wattle 
(or Aake) and for nine weeks cxpofed upon the top of a hoult; 
and that they (he does not fay foldiers, but it is plain from the 
letter th^t tney are meant) after this man's body had been al- 
noll confumed, brought a large piece of his flelh into an houfe, 
called for plate, knife, and fork, and fait, and then declared in 
the prefencc of an old woman^ '* that paddy ate fweet, con- 
firmed with a " d — n their eyes§,** 

. 1 am warranted in iUting, that the Earl of Mayo, the 
proprietor of this town. Lord Gosford, who commanded the 
Armagh militia in Naas, during the whole of the rebellion* 



♦ On the aathority of the Rev, Mr, Gordon, aforefaid, 

+ Hift. Review, p, 709. 

j; In a note to fame page, 

I This is the oath of Engliihmen, as by J— s is of Irifiunen: k 
muft therefore be againft the Engljfi nation that this horrid charge vat 
mtendedi* 

Captain 
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Ciptain Armftrong of the Royal Irifli Artillery, and the Rev, 
Mr. Sleater, the Protcftant clergyman of Naas, living in that 
town during the whole of that eventful period, do lolemnly 
declare, that no fuch tranfaftion took place ; fo that the ftory 
is an infamous fabrication, for which the authgr of it ought to 
be proFecuted and punifhed, and which might have taken place 
had he not cautioufly avoided accufingany particular petfonor 

Jierfons direftly witn the a£^ion, in his letter to his titular arch^ 
ijhop^ whom it ill became to forward fuch a falfehood on 
fuch authority, to~an Englifli gentleman, to get it inferted 
in an Hifiory of Ireland. In p. 763, Mr. P. aHb ftates, with- 
out condefcending to give any authority for fo horrible a faft, 
that " no fooner had the army (under General Moore) en- 
tered the town of Wexford, tnan all the wounded men in the 
hofpital were put to the fword," which I am authorized to 
fay, is unfbunded in h(k ; that Irifh rebels fhould be anxious to 
calumniate thofe troops who defeated them, is not furprizing, 
but that an Englifli gentleman, fliould ftate thus lightly fuch 
charges againft the Britifli army, is to me unaccountable. I pre- 
tend not to juflify the mutual exceffes of draggling parties dur- 
ing a civil war, but thefe charges of cruelty could not have 
taken place without the connivance of the commandmg officers, 
and therefore prudence ought to have prevented this writer 
from inferting in his work (without thebeft authority) charges, 
which, had they been true, muft for ever tarnifh the Britifli 
arms. 

' I fliould never have done, were I to follow this work through 
all its miftatemcnts. In truth; where the accuracy of the Go^ 
V^Vnment difpatches is not only queilioned by him, but bold^ 
ly denied, I am at a lofs to know what documents tp produce to 
prove thie mi'flatements in this part of the work ; for in page 
802, this gentleman further afferts, that •' littk reliance is to be 

J laced on the official accounts of the killed, wounded, and mif-' 
ng,' in the feveral engagements and rencounters. Accord- 
ing to the mpft probable accounts to be had from the "war-of- 
iice, the number of the army loft in this rebellion, amounts, 
in the whole to 19,700 men, and according to the general go-; 
' vernmenV accounts oF the total lofs of ihe rebels, it ex^eede4 

^OjOOO." 

From the Adjutant- Generals office in Ireland, a friend has 
furnilhed n>e with the foUuwing official leturn, in whiqh \ muft 
obferve, the yeomen killed are not included ; but under tne 
column (dead) mjr reader will find an accurate lift of the troops 
of the line $nd militia, \yho were: killed, ^pr who died during the 
year 1,798. 

' ^ffeaiv^ 
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Effeaivcfirength oF the Army in Ireland, from the ill oJ hUy 
1798, to the ill of September, ditto. 



^ffeQivcs, I ft. May, 1798 .. 
ift. June, 

ift.July :, 

jft. Auguft 

4 (I. September^ •• 

.i 



cartalrjt. 


titfofitrf. 


and. 

so 


rmirt. 


6,287 


35.87a 


101 


6,440 


35.927 


246 


70 


i>>969 


4»-,672 


346 


48 


7.P41 


45.206 


110 


"J^ 


7.^34 


42,973* 


»95 



947 J V? 



1366 Men. 



Total a£lual lofs, yeomen \ 
not included, / 

And in his account of the number of our forces defeatcdl 
"by General Humbert at Caftlebar, he has made the number 
amount to^.* thoufand men, who he fays XoAJouTUen pieces of 
cannon. 

General Lakers force on that qccafion amounted to twelve 
Royal Irifli Artillery-men, and two guns ; a fq^uadron of 
Dragoons, 200 fencibles, and two Regiments of Militia, of 6oa 
liicn each, befides yeomen. Mr. P. attributes the defeat at 
CafUebar to the circumfiance of Gen. Lake having ordered -^ 
retreat, No order for a retreat was given by Gen. Lake ; I 
fliall only obferve, that of the Artillery but two men efcapcd^ 
Captain Shortal and a private, but not ujntil Captain S. with his 
own band had fpiked one gun ; the other having been over- 
turned and rendered ufelefs before the defeat t. 

Having made thefe remarks upon fome of the moft glaring 
Tnifrepreientations of the events of the IriDi Rebellion of 1798^ 
to be foiind in this work, I (hall now offer to my readers a tew 
&£l8 coliefied from Dr. Duigenan's p^air Reprefentation, the 
truth of which have never been denied except by party wri- 
ters,^or thofc implicated in that rebellion. 

The whole mafs of the Catholic population of Kildare, Wex- 
ford and Carlow, rofe at once in rebellion, they were joined by 
many from Meath and from Dublin ; above twenty Catholic 
Pricfts took an a£live part in the field, twelve of whom, 
\ff Mr. Plowden's account, (and he has omitted fomej, 



* Some of the Iri(h Milita weia^n this month fent to Guernfey^ 
and a regiment of the line fent oaror the country. 

f For the t^Qth 0/ thi» ftatemcnt^ 1 app^l to tb^ officer^ wlio were 
ID this engagement at CaAlebar. ' / 

were 
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w€re brought to juAice, and one titular bifliop was obliged \a 
fly that kingdom for his treafon ; fervice \va5 regularly per- 
formed in the rebel camps, and in Wexford by the Catholic 
clergyman, who baptized fuch Preteftant converts as, to fave 
their lives, chofe to undergo that ceremony ^ their hands. The 
ftandards of this rebel army, amounting to about 50,000 men, 
had a wAiU cro/s upon a green flag, anamoft of the Catholic 
yeomen deferted to the Leinfter united army, whofe progrefs 
was marked by devafiation, and an unrelenting perfecution of 
the Irifli Proteftants of the loweft order, whether yeomen or 
not.. 

In the North of Ireland where, by the Report of the Secret 
Committee, the United Iriflimen amounted jn 1797 to,nearly 
one hundred thoufand men, of thefe not above 10,000 rofe in 
arms in the counties only of Down and Artrim, of which about 
a third were Prefbyterians of the loweft order, the reft Catho- 
lics, and though the fyflem of flogging, burning houfes, &c. 
had been refortcd to in the attempt to difarm that province, yet 
this northern rebel army, who had juftasgood a plea for" reta- 
liation,'' and which was befidescoUeQedm that part of Ireland, 
where the range Jbcieties had been longeft formed, and were 
mod numerous, committed during its progrefs no maflacres or 
outrages, and yet it was alfo headed by a clergyman (not of the 
Catholic but) of the Prefljyterian religion*. 

It is therefore, in my opinion, imporfible to attribute the hor- 
rible cruelties committed by the Leinfter rebel army either to 
the plea of '* retaliation," or the pretended dreadof the Orange- 
men. 

The outrages of this army detached the Preft)yterians from 
their new alliance, and many of them joined their Proteftant 
brethren, in fupprefling the rebellion. 

There is nothing new, faid the wife Solomon, under the fun; 
there is certainly nothing new in Irifli rebellions : in 1641, 
the fame alliance v/as formed between the Preft)yterians and 
Catholics againft the Government, the maflacres of Sir Phelim 
O'Neal and his afibciates, (though they at firft fpared the Dif- 
fenters) diflblvedthe connexion, and the Prefl>yterians joined, 
the Proteftants in the common caufe of felf-prefervation. 

Our forefathers attributed every thing that they did not un- 
derftand to the powers of witchcraft; lome of us attribute the 
Irifli rebellion of 1798, to the French revolution. The French 
revolution was but the fpark which fet the combuftibie matter 



^ See Dr. Dutgenan'8.Fair Reprefcntationj p. 85, et kq, 

on 
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on fire ; but the gun powder was there, before the FTorch rev<r 
lution was in contemplation. 

There are Tome of opinion, that had Catholic emancipation 
(Appendix, No. IX. Third Part) been granted, the rebellion 
would not have taken place ; the bill of 1793, for the relief 
of his Majefty*s Roman Catholic fubjetis of Ireland, gave 
them every privilege, except the right to fit in Parliament, atwi 
to fill the great offices of flate, and the Catholic nobility and 
ihofe of the gentry, who had alone reafon to complain of thia 
cxclufion, were faithful to his Majqfty and their allegiance to his 
government. 

Look into the page of hiftory, and fee did conceffions e^tr 
prevent revolutions ; or was any country ever loft by firmnefs. 

Charles the Firft granted the demands upon demands m»d« 
by his democratic Parliaments and difcontented fubjeSs, in 
both kingdoms ; after he had yielded the power over the mili- 
tia of England, he made (when it was too late) a fiand, and he 
loft his life upon the block. Louis the XVJ. granted the de- 
mands of the Parliament of Paris, he next yielded to every 
meafure propofed by the NationalConvention,he made nofiamd 
againft his rebellious fubjefls, and his head was fevered from 
his body by the guillotine. 

I have only now to obferve, in anfwer to Mr. Plowden's pa- 
negyrics upon the effefts of the fyftem of lenity purfued by 
the Marquis of Cornwallis upon his fucceeding Lord Camden 
in the government of Ireland, that the ftrength of the rcbeK 
Jion of J 798, was fubdued and broken by the defeat at Vine- 
gar Hill, and the confequent furrender of Wexford, before the 
arrival of his Excellency in Ireland, and that the mercy (hewn 
to the rebels, and the proteflions * granted by his Lordfliip to 
them, can never with any reafon be inftanced as a proof, that 
meafures of lenity would have prevented a rebellion, deeply 
planned and long organized^ becaufe they put a ftop to that 



* Sec in Sir James Ware's Annals of Ireland, the vfi the ancient 
Irifh made of the protections granted to them« particularly in Queco 
Elizabeth's reign. 

See in Appendix^ No. XXIV. of Sir Richard Muigravc'siHiftoty 
the woeful ftateof Ireland in 1799, 1800. Sec alfo Appendix, XV. 
p. 277. See alfo XXIV. p. 5H» 5^^* ^ ^^ bis work alfo the State 
of Leinfter and Connaugnt, upon the landing of General Humbert in 
the latter province, the people wtte fufpoftd to be loyal and peapeable 
until that event. See how many iPriefts headed their flocks in Miiyo or 
Sljgo : thefe events took place fodet the knicnt ad^iiniftration of the 
Marquis Cornwallis* 

vengeance. 
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vengeance, which in all cafes of this nature, the vifitorious par^. 
ty is too inclined to take upon their enemies. 

The adminiftration of Lord Cornwallis has the eternal 
honour of having efi'cQed the great meafure of a Legiflative 
Union between Great Britain and Ireland. 

Mr, Plowden's compilation upon this fubjcft, collefted 
from the newfpapers, and anti*union publications, and containing^ 
inoft of thofe grofs calumnies, which violent partifans, deftitute 
of (hame or candour propagated, to render this great meafure 
odious to the people of Ireland, is, in my opinion, little caU 
culated to reconcile to the Union thofe who condemned and 
pppofed ; or, to do juflice to the motives of thofe who ap- 
proved and fupported it. His hiAory of this meafure is intra* 
duced by the following obfcrvation ; 

" In fome families of the higbeft confequencc* the father and the 
fyn voted on the oppofite fides | and this political variance produced 
no domeftic difierence^ It nauft, however, m truth be admitted, that 
the nerves of feveral of the members in both Houfes of Parliament 
were from the (hock of the late rebellion fo much weakened, that they 
unconditionally furrendered the exercife of any difcretion upon the 
fubjeA — many of them too readily gave up the prepoiTeflions and 
convidlions of their whole lives, to the momentary lure of advantages 
iaUen oat to the fupporters of the meafure ; and fome it cannot be 
denied bafely fold wh^t they fincerely thought to be the intereft of 
their country, for their prcfent gain" — 

which illiberal paragraph, rendered into plain Englifh, means, 
that cowards, fools, and rogues, were the chief fupporters of 
this meafure. 

I greatly fear that fome of Mr. Plowden's readers will 
be malicious enough to doubt the fincerity of his approbation 
of the Union, which he has, throughout his work, recom- 
mended as the only remedy for all the miferies of that country, 
when they meet in his hiftory of this great raeafuie, fuchparar 
graphs as the following : 

*• Although the horrors of the late Rebellion had now merged in 
the feelings and irritations created by the qurition of Union ; ftill 
the old means of proclaiming different diflri^ts to be in a (lace 
of diftuibance was reforted to (mark, reader. Lord Cornwallis y^as 
then Lord- Lieutenant) and it is not a little remarkable, that the 
firfl County proclaimed to be in that ftate« was that of * Gahvay, 



•The County of Galway was proclaimed by the Lord. Lieutenant 
tnd Privy-Council; in confequence of the revival of the horrid prac- 
^ce of baugbhrg cattle in that count] • 

on 
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t»h the i2ih of February, in which county, the earlieft and moft vi- 
gorous exertions had been made in favour of Union f whence many 
concluded, that the advocates for that meafure, fuch as were the Earl 
of Clanricard, and rooft of the nobility and gentry of that county, 
confidered that it would be the more e£&dually carried, the more the 
people were fubjedled to military role and influence." 

And In a note to the pa^e, containing this paragraph, is given 
a return of the effeftive force of the Englilh militia and regi- 
ments of the line fent to Ireland in .Auguft, 1798, in confe- 
quence of the rebellion. 

Again, in p. 977, 

" If credit be allowed to the anti-unionids, the meanefl artifico' 
were praAifed to obtain fignatures to the.feveral addrefles : and the 
loweft of the rabble were invited to fubfcribe their names, or affix 
their marks*." 

Again, in p. 1024, 

<' In returning from the Houfe, fome of the members were infulted 
by the populace for fupporring the Union : no lerious mifchief en* 
iiied— ^applications were made to the Viceroy for protedion, and from 
that time forward, under pretence of fecuring the members from infult 
and retd outrage% a regular guard of cavalry was mounted in Fofter's 
Hace,.neaT to the Parliament Houfe," 

Again, p. 1024, 

*' When the number of place-men, penfioners, and other influenced 
nenbers who had voted on the late flender divifion is confidered, the 
Minifter had. but little grounds of triumphing in his majority of 4.8 ; 
if from them were to be colleded the genuine fenfe of the inde- 
pendent part of the Houfe, and of the people of Ireland whom they 
rdprefented." 

Some of thefe paragraphs in his work are not given as the 
fpeeches of violent anti-unionifts, but are his own i%fle£lions 
upon the events which he has undertaken to record ; how far 
they may be the refle&ions of one who is a fincere friend to 
the mearare of an Union; and who wiflied to reconcile others 
to it, which was •' the primary objeS of his publication*', 
every reader muft determme for hirafelf. 



* A moft infamous wifehood, invented to make the meafure odious : 
all the Roman Catholic-bifhops, and priefts of the kingdom, volun- 
tarily figned the addreiles in favour of the Union, and the latter got 
their flocks to do fo \ fticb is their influence. 

Were 
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Were I to fit down, and write an hiftory of the Lcgiflative 
Union between Great-Britain and Ireland, it would be very 
different from Mr. Plowden's compilation : I fhould not in- 
finuate to my reader, that it wai carried by fraud, force, and 
bribery ; I fliould inform him, that fome of the beft, wifeft, 
and mod independent men in Ireland confcientioufly fup- 
ported the meafure ; wbilft numbers of the moil loyal oppoled 
It. The fekQion of the beft fpecches on both fides which I 
fliouId make, would prove to him, that the anti-unionifls had 
the advantage in thofe arguments which appeal to the paflions^ 
the unionifis in thofe which bring conviction to the under* 
ftanding ; I fliould tell him, that the more the meafure was 
coolly confidered, the more (upporters it found ; that numbers 
of its loyal opponents, when they perceived all the feparatills 
and repuolicansof that country violent in their oppofition againft 
it, became unionifts. I fliould inform him, that by far the 

Jrreater proportion of the men of property in Ireland were 
avourers ot the meafure : that falfe ideas of nominal inde« 
pcndence, and the empty pride of national confequencei at 
length yielded to the influence of cool and deliberate judge- 
ment, and to a convi£lion of the deplorable fituation to which 
fafiions, patriots^ and rebellion had brought their country : nor 
would my refpeft for truth have allowed me to infinuate, that a 
military guard was pofled near the Houfe of Commons to 
overawe the Parliament : but I fliould flate the faS, that fuch 
was the violence to be apprehended from the mob of Dublin, 
that the members of that Houfe were obliged to carry piftols 
in the noon-day for their proteflion ; and that4i guard was in* 
difpenfably neceflarjr toinfuretheirfafety, and to enable them 
to exercife their deliberate judgments. 

Had I undertaken to give an hiftory of the Legiflative Union 
of the two Kingdoms, I could not have refrained from pay- 
ing the humble tribute of my applaufe to that great ftatefman, 
who planned this admirable meafure, and had the firmnefs to 
carry it into execution, at the moft awful and eventful period of 
our hsftory ; nor could I have omitted to exprefs my admi* 
ration of the talents of the Irifli Minifter, who, ** though 
in the May-morn of his youth," canied the meafure through 
the Irifh Houfe of Commons, with that eloquence, temper, 
and dignity, which have raifed his chara£ler fo high in the 
^eftimation of his friends in both kingdoms ; and which left 
his vioUnt opponents atalofs which moft to admire, the won- 
derful powers of his mind, or the aftonifbing command of his 
paflions. 

1 have now finiflied the Third and laft Part of my Stric- 
tures 
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tvires upon this Hiftorical Review of the State of Ireland — 
a work vhich has given very great offence to the Loyahfts in 
that country, and which is unfortunately calculated to do infi- 
nite mifchief among that claj'soi readers in Ireland, to whofe 
paflions it was written,and whofe political errors and prejudices 
it may confirm. I have therefore undertaken the neceffary (but 
no doubt, to many invidious) taflc of anfwerins its flatements, 
noticing its inconnftcncies and repelling its charges. I have 
traced the different Irifti rebellions to what appears to me their 
principal fource, religious bigotry — and I have endeavoured 
to defend the £ngli(h Governments in that country from the 
accufation of cruelty, impolicy and injuftice, made againft 
them by Mr. Plowden in bis work — a work, in my opinion, 
highly impolitic, irritating, and dangerous. I have only to 
lament, that its author did not recollcft the excellent advice 
which Mr. Juflice Blackftone, in his Commentaries on the 
Laws of £ngland, gives to writers of a ceruin defcription, 
" let men keep poifons in their clofets, but let them not vend 
them to the public as cordials". 



END OF THE STRICTURES. 
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We 



No. I. 



ERE we to content ourfelvcs with the aflcrtions of the Irifh 
hiftorians drawn frono the poetical compofitions of the Bards, and the 
plans laid down by their antiquaries, we (hould be obliged to own that 
the government of Ireland was in anlient tiroes exceedingly well regu- 
lated, and the adminiA ration of it carried on with great decency and 
order ; for they fay, «• that the Monarch of Ireland had always in his 
retinue ten Officers, a Lord, a Judge, a Druid, a Phy(ician, a Poet, 
an Antiquary, a Mufician, and three Stewards of his hooihold^ the 
three firft to affift him with their counfel, the three lad to regulate and 
conduA the affairs of his family, and the other four to take care of his 
health and diverfion." They further tell us, *• that a triennial par^. 
liament was always held at * Tarah, called Feis-Teamrach, or the Con^- 
ventioo of Tarah, in which were affembled all the nobility, gentry, 
priefts, hiftorians, and men of learning,' diftinguifhed by their abilities 
• in all arts and profeffions, wherein they enabled new laws, repealed fuch 
as were ufelefs or burthenfome to the fubjedt, and confulted nothing 
but the weal-public in all their refolutions.'* This is in miniature the 
pi^re they draw of the anticnt government of Ireland. 

•• But if the complexion of the whole Irifti hiftory be confidered, it 
will appear probable, tliat the monarchy, though elective, vtta feignioral 
and difpQiky and the adminiftrarion of the government military and 
njiolenti otherwife how can it be accounted for, that of 178 monarchs 
(which they reckon) of the Miletian colony from Hebor and Heremon 
to Roderick O'Connor, who was king of Ireland at the time of the 
Englifb invafion, only forty /even died natural deaths, fixty were trea- 
cheroully or barbarouflv murdered, and for themoft part fucceeded by 
the adaflins, and feventy-one flaiu in battle, as far as can be colleded 
from the relations of thofe dark ages ? To what elfe can this be attri« 
buted, but to the extreme loof^nefs and diforder of the Irifii govern- 
ment?" 

[Harris's edition of Sir J. Ware's Antiquities, chap. 14, page 88*] 



* We are alfo told by the trifli annalifts, that at Tarah was the fplendid palace 
of the monarchs of Ireland. There is not the veftige of any building remaining 
at that place in (reland, not even a fingle ftone. A ftrong confirmation of Sir 
J. Ware's and ^ir J. Davis's aflertion, that no ftone buildings were erected by 
the Iiilh until long after Heiiry the Second's invafion* Dublin and fome other 
towns on the eaft coait of that kingdom, having been built by the Oft-meii, 
Eafterlings or Danes. When Henry the Second came to Dublin, he was lodged 
iu a palace or apanment built of wicker-work and wattles, erected not very far 
irom where the college of DubliH aow ftands. 

See Harris's edit, of Ware, p. 182. 

M 2 No. II. 
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** For if we confider the nature of the Irijb caftoms^ we (ftall find* 
that the people which doth u{e them rouli of neceflity be rebels to all 
good goverDment^ dcftroy the commonwealth wherein they live, and 
bring barbarifm and deColation apoa the richeft and mod fruitful land 
of the world* For, whereas by the juft and honourable law of Eng-* 
laud, and by the laws of all other well-governed kingdoms and com- 
xnonwcalths, murder, manflaughter, rape, robbery, and theft are 'ponifh- 
cd with de;»th : by this Irijb cufiom or Brehan larw the higheft of thcfe 
offences was punifhcd only by fine, which they called an erkke ; there- 
fore when fir William FitzwilJiams (being lonl-deputy) told Maguire, 
that he was to fend a {heriffinto Fermanagh, being lately before made* 
county; your (heriff, faid Maguire, fliall be welcome to nfte, but let 
me know his ericif, or thtfriet of his ktadht^ov^ hand, that if my peo- 
ple tut it off, I may put the ericke upon the county. As for oppreflion,. 
extortion and other trefpaffcs, tht weaker had never any remedy againft 
the ftronger : whereby it came to pafs, that no man could enjoy his 
life, his wife, bis lands or goods iti fafety, if a mightier man than him- 
Ttlf had an appetite to take the fame from him : wherein they were 
little better than combats, who do hunt one another, and he that hath^ 
nod Arengt]) and fwiftnefs doth eat and devour all his fellows* 

** Again, in England, and all well-ordered commonwealths noen have 
certain tdates in their lauds and poffeffions, and their inheritatices de- 
fcend from lather to fon, which doih give them encoaragcment to 
build, and to plant and to improve their lands, afid to make them 
better for their pofterities. But by the Irijh cuftom of Taniftry, the 
chieftains of every country, and chief of every fcpt, had no longer 
cftate than for life in their chieferies : the inheritance whereof did reft 
in no man : and thefe chieferies, though they had fome pOI-tions of 
land allotted unto them, did conHil chiefly in cuttings and tdjheries, and 
other Irifb exaflions, whereby they did fpoil and impoveriih the people 
at their pleafure. And when their chieftains were dead, tbeir fons or 
next heirs did not fucceed them, but their taniftes^ who were eleAive^ 
and purchafed their cleftions by ftrong hand, and by the Irifif cufiom of 
' ga^jel kind, the infeiior tenantries were partible amongft all the males of 
the fept, both hazards and legitimates; and after partition made, if any 
one of the fept had died, his portion was not divided among his foRS ; 
- but the chief of the fept made a new partition of all the lands, belonging 
to that fept, and gave every one his part according to his antiquity, 
(age.) 

Thcfe two /r^cudoms made all their pofleffions oncertain ; being 
ihuffled aud changed and removed fo often from one to another, by new 
cledions and |>arritions ; which uncertainty of eftates hath been the 
true caufe of iuch defolation and barbarifm in ibis land. As the like 
was never fecn in any country that profefled the name of Cbrtft. For 
though the Irijhty be a nation of great antiquity •, and wanted neither 

wit 



* Here T have <3iffercd from Sir J. Davis, who was probably impofed upon 
y^j tht populai legends of that ccuntry ; 1 have given the aathohtics and arg«- 

mcnti 
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wltorradour, and though they had received the Chriilian faith above 
I too yean fince, and were lovers of mufick, poetry, and all kinds gf 
iearnin^, and poflefled a land abounding with all things neceflary fof 
the civil life of naan ; yet (which is ftrange to be related) they never 
did build any hoafes of brick or done (fome few poor religious hou(ea 
excepted) before the reign of Henry the Second, though ihey wer^ 
lords of this ifland for many hundred years before, and iince the Con<f 
queft attempted by the Engh'lh : albeit, when they find us to build 
caftles upon their borders, they have only, in imitation of us, erected 
feme few piles for the captains of the country. Yet I dare boldly fay» 
that never any particular peribn, either before or fince, did build any- 
fioneor brick houie for his private habitation; but fuch as have lately 
obtained eftates, according to the law of England. Neither did any of 
^em, in all this time, plant any gardens or orchards, inelofe or im« 
prove their lands, live together in fettled villdges or towns, nor made 
any provifion for pofterity, which being againft all common fenfe and 
icafon, mail needs be imputed to thofe unfeafonable cuftoms which 
made their eftate fo uncertain and tranfitory in their pofTcflions. 

*' For who would plant or improve, pr build upon that land, which « 
ftranger, whom he Icnew not, (hould poflefs after his death ? For thac 
|(as Solomon noteth) is one of the ftrangeft vanities under the fun : and 
this is the true reafon why Ulfter (the north), and all the Irijb coun^ 
ties are found fo waffe and defolate at this day (reign of James the 
Firft), and (b would they continue to the world's end, if thefe cuftoms 
were not abolilhed by the law of England. 

** Again, that Irifh cuftom o^ gavel* kind did breed another mifchief, 
/or thereby every man being born to land, as well baftard as legUimate^ 
they all hold themfelves to be gentlemen : and though their portion^, 
were never fo fraall, and themfelves never fo poor, (for ga^4-kind nU^ 
meeds in the end make a poor gentility J^ they did fcorn to defcend to hui^ 
bandry or merchandize, or to learn any mechanical art or fcience : and 
this is the true caufe why there were never any corporate towns ere^ed 
^n the Irf/h counties. As for maritime cities and towns, moft certain 
it is, that they were built and peopled by the Oaftmen or Kailerlings, 
ipr the natives of Ireland never performed fo good a work as to build .a 
city.— Befidiis,- thefe poor gentlemen were fo afFedled unto their fmall 
portions of land, as they rather chofe to live at home by theft, extortion^ 
and cojhiering, than to feck any better fortune abroad ; which encreafed 
thefe fepts oxjirnames into fuch numbers, as there are not to be found in 
any kingdom of Europe fo many gentlemen of one blood, family 
and firnames, as there are of the 0*^eals in Ulfter, of the Bourkes iri 
Connatigbtf of the Giraldines and Butlers in Munjierzn^ Leinfter: and 
the like may be faid of the inferior bloods and families, whereby it 
came to pafs in times of trouble and iiiiTention^ that they made great 
parties and fad^ions, adhering one to another with much conftancy, 
becaufe they were tied together 'vinculo fangumis, whereas rebels and 



t 



.Oients which ftrifce my mind at fatitfadlory to prove that they were converted 
to Chriftianity by the Englifh ; and that they were not a nation of fuch antiquity 
as their wriurs pretend. , /. « 

malefactors^ 
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malefadon, which are tied to their leaders by no band» either of duty 
or blood, do more cafily break and fall off onr, from another. And 
befides their co-habitation in one country or territory, gslve them op« 
portanity fuddenly to aifemble and confpire, and rife in muhirudes 
«gainft the crown. And even now in times of peace, we find this /»- 
£onwnirnce that there can be hardly an indifft rent trial had between 
the king and his fubjeds, or between party and party, by r<-afon of 
this ^erieral kindred and coofanguinity. 

*< But the moft wicked and mifchievous cullom of all others, was that 
of coigne2S\d frvety^ often before- incntioned, which confifted in taking 
o^ man t' meat, hor/e-meat, and money o{ all the inhabitants of the conn- 
try, at the will and pleafure of the foldicr, who as the phiafe of Scrip- 
ture is, did eat up the people as it nvere bread, for that he had no other 
entertainment. This extortion was originally Irifi, for they ufcd to 
lay bofiaght upon their people, and never gave their ioWiers any other 
pay, &c. &c. &c. 

** This extortion of coigne and Hvcry was taken for the maintenance 
of their men of war. But their Irijh exadions extorted by their c^/r/; 
taint and tanifts^ by colour of their barbarous feignory, were almoft 
as grievous a burthen as the other ; namely Ccjheri.ngs, which were vifi- 
taiions and progreffes made by the lord and his followers, among his 
tenants. Wherein he did eat them (as the Englifh proverb h) out of 
hwje and home» S'-jffings of the kern of his family, called kernity, of hif 
faorfes and horftbo) s, of his dogs and dog- boys and the like. And 
\^^\y cuttings, tallages^ 2Si^ fpendings, high or low at his pleafure ; all 
which made the lord an abfolute tyrant, and the tenant a very ilav^ 
and villain, and in one rifpe^ more miferable than bondilaves; for 
commonly the bond-Jlanje is fid by bis lord, but here the lord *was fed hy hit 
kond'flaxr, 

*• Laftly there were two other cuftoms proper and peculiar to iht Ir/fbiyi 
which being the caufe of many ftrong combinations and faftions, do 
tend to the utter ruin of a commonweahh. The one v»2l% fofiering, and 
the oxh^t goffipred, both which have ever been of greater eliimatioa 
among this people than with any other nation in the Cbrifian world. 
For fofleri?ig, I did never hear or read, that it was in that ufc or repu- 
tation in any other country, barbarous or civil, as it has been, and yet 
is, in Ireland ; where they put away all their children to foftcrers : the 
potent and rich man felling, the meaner fort buying the alterage of 
their children ; and the reafon is, becaufe in the opinion of this people, 
fofering had always been a ftronger alliance than blood, and the fofter- 
childfen do love, and are beloved of their foftcr-fathers, and their fept 
more than of their own natural parents and kindred ; and do participate 
of their means more frankly, and do adhere unto them in all fonunes 
with more affe^\ion and conftancy, &c. &c. &c. 

•* Nowthefc two cuftoms which of ihemfelves are indifferent in other 
•kingdoms, became exceeding evil and full of mifchief in this realm, by 
reafon of the inconveniences which followed thereupon ; for they made 
(as I before faid) ftrong parties and fadiions, whereby the great men 
were enabled to opprefs their inferiors, and to oppofc their equals ; and 
their followers were born out and countenanced in all their lewd and 
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wicked adiions : for fofterers and goiCps^ by the common coftom of 
Ireland* were to maintain one another in all caofes^ law ful and unla-w^ 
fmli which, as it is a combination and confederacy puniihable in all 
well-governed commonwealths* fo was it not one of the leaft caafes of 
the common mifery of this kingdom. I omit their common repudia- 
tion of their wives, their promtfcuoas generation of children, their 
jieglefl of lawful matrimony, their uncleanncfs in apparel, dier, and 
lodging, and their contempt and fcorn of all things neceffary fo^ the 
civil life of man. 

•• Thcfe are chc In^cufioms, which the Englifh colonies did embrace 
and ufe, after they had rejeded the civil and honourable laws and cus- 
toms of England, whereby they became degenerate and metamorphofed 
like Nebuchadnezzar; who, although he had the face of a man, had 
the heart of a beaft, or like thofe who had drunk of Circe's cup, and 
were turned into beads, and yet took fuch pleafure if^their beaOly 
manner of life, as they would not return to their Qiape of men again : 
infomuch that within lefs than the age of a roan, they had no marks or 
differences left amongft them of that noble nation, from which they 
were defccnded. For, as they did not only forget the Engli/b lan- 

fuage, and fcorn the ufe thereof, but grew to be afhamed of their very 
^nglifif names, though they were noble, and of great antiquity, and 
took Irilh furnames and nicknames ; namely, the two molt potent fa- 
liailies of the Bourhes in Connaught (after the houfe of the r6d earl 
failed of heirs male) called their chiefs, Mac William Eighter, and Mac 
William Oughter. In the fame province, Birmingham, fiaron of Athf 
rhca called himfelf Mac Toris,** &c. &c, &c. 

[Hiftorical Relations; or, A Difcovery of the true Caufes why 
Ireland was never fubdued : written by Sir J. Davis, Attoifney-. 
General of Ireland in the reign of James the Firft.] 



No. III. 

IRISH CUSTOMS, TAMI8TKY, OAVILKIND, 8cC» 

" AN ACCOUNT OP THE IRISH CUSTOMS, TANISTRY, PAVEL- 
KIND, BRBHON LAW, ^C. NECESSARY FOR THE BETTER UN* 
DERSTANDINO OUR AUTHOR's (MORYSON) JOURNAL OR 
HISTORY op THE REBELLION OF HUGH, EARL OF TYRONE. 

' •* The lands of the Irilh were divided into fevcral territories, and the 
inhabitants in every Irifli country were divided into frveral fepts or 
liniages. In every Iriih coontry there was a lord or chieftain, and a 
tanift, which was his fucceflbr apparent. None could be chofen tanift, 
but one iflued out of one of the chief fepts. The feignory and lands 
belonging to the chief lord, did not defcend from father to fon, or 
upon default of iffue to him that was next ol kin ; but he that was moft 
aaive, of greateft power, and had moft followers, always caufed himfelf 
to be chofen taniil, and if he could not compafs his defires by gentle 
means, then he afed open force and violence ; and fo being declared as 
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it wcfe heir-apparent;, came itito pofleflion upon the death of the chief 
lord. Now for the inferior fepts — they held their lands at the will 
of the chief lord after a fort : tor after the death of every one of hit 
tenants which held any land under hins, he aflembled the whole fepr, 
and having put all their poffeflions together in hotch potch, he made si 
new partition among them, not aOigning to the fon of him who died 
the land held by his father^ but altering every man's pofleflion at hi| 
own pleafure, and according to his own difcretion, he upon the death 
of every infrrior tenant made a general remove, and lo allotted ta' 
every male of the fept, both bafiards and legitimate, fuch part of the 
land as he thought fit, but the heirs female were utterly excluded. 

" The Ififli chieftain was alwa) s diftinguiflied from all other$ of hi!( 
fept or name, by being called abfolutely, and by way of excellences 
O'or Mac, as o'Donell, Mac-Guire, &c. ; to prefix his chriftian name 
to it would b6 a high crime and difrefpedl. The defcendants from 
any of the chieftains took great care to trace themfekes up to the chief- 
tain from whom they derived their origin. Thus Hugh Mac Rory, 
Mac Shane, Mac Con, Mac Guire, that is, Hugh the fon of Roger, 
the fon of John, the fon of Con Mac Guire. Sometimes, for the 
greater diftin^^ion of pcrfons, ihey added to their chriftian name a 
nickname, as Phelime Roe Macart, Mac Hugh, Mac Owen, o'Neal; 
that is. Red Phelim, the fon of Arthur, the fon of Hugh, the fon of 
Owen O'Neal. 

** Eveiy chieftain had his judge who was called the Lords Brehonv 
The Irifli had no written law, and what was called rhe Brehon Law 
was a rule of right delivered by tradition from one to another ; mur-? 
dcr, manflaughier, rape, robbery and theft by the Brehon Law^werc 
punifhed only by muld or fine; as for example, in the cafe of murder, 
the judge would compound between the murderer and the friends of 
the party murdered, which profecute the adlion, that the malefador 
ihould give unto them, or to the child or wife of him that is flain, a 
rccompence which they call an eriach or erick, and this judge or ihe 
Lords Brehon, adjudged for the moft part a better (hare unto the chief- 
tain of the fept, or lord of the foil, and alfo unto himfelf for his judg- 
ment a greater portion than unto the plaintiffs or parties aggrieved ; as 
for oppreflion, extortion and other trefpafles, the weaker had never 
any remedy againft the ilronger, w hereby it came to pais (as fir J. Da^ 
vis noiiceth) that no man could enjoy his life, his wife, his lands or 
goods in fafetyi if a mightier man than himfelf had an appetite to take 
the fame from Iiim. 

*« The Irifh gave their foldiers no pay, they quartered them upon the 
inhabitants, from whom the foldier from his hoft extorted man's- mtar, 
horfe-mear, and money at his will and pleafure. This cuftom was 
<alled Coigne and Livery ; ir prevailed only in time of war ; but in 
what period of time or a?ra did Ireland enjoy the blefiings of peace ? 

** Before the conqueft of Ireland by King Henry the Second, the Irifh 
biftorians themfclves evince that their country was, ddring the fpace of 
732 years, an Acheldaraa, or mere field of blood; they count 148 
chieftains who they dignify with the titk of Monarchsof all Ireland, 
which fucceededone the other from Leogariusdowu to Roderick O'Con- 
nor; of thcfc Irifh heroes only lo died a natural doaih. After their 
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fubmiffion to the Englifh they made war and peace one with another* 
and frequently rebelled ag)iinft the Kings ot England, farprifed and 
deftroyed the caBles of the Englifh colonies, which they rooted out 
in many parts of the kingdoms with fire and fword. 

** To oppofe the Englilh or make war upon It neighbouring fept, an 
Iiiih chieftain would hire foldiers from fome other chieftain wh<» 
, vas not engaged in war, they called thefe hirelings Bonnagbtt, who be- 
iides being maintained and lodged by the poor inhabitants upon whom 
they were quartered, a tax or cefs was levied upon the inhabitants, to 
pay the ftipulated fum agreed to the chieftain who fent the officers wha 
commanded thefe auxiliary foot foldiers. This cefs was called Bomia^t^ 
the Irifh foot foldiers called GallowglaflesA I take to be originally 
Scots hired in the weftern iilands of Scotland, that came into Ireland 
to affift fome of the Irifli chiefs, againft their neighbours in their do* 
meftic feuds or quarrels, and remaining in Ireland had fome portions 
of land allotted to them in divers parts of the country, where lofing 
their name of Scots, they retained the name of Gallowgafs, which 
Spencer (a View of the State of Ireland) fays is derived from Gallog- 
]a, an old Englifh word, figoifying a fervitor or yeoman. M. Mar- 
tin, in his differtation of the Weftern Iilands of Scotland, printed 
1703, p. 104, tells us that ^stry chieftain in the Iflands, had a bold- 
armour-bearer, whofe bufinefs was always to attend his mafter night 
^nd day to prevent any furprize, and this man was called GallogIach» 
be had a double portion of meat alHgned him at every meal, the mea« 
fure of meat ufually given him is called to this day Bieyiit, that is, a 
man's portion, meaning thereby an extra-ordinary man, whofe drength 
and courage dillinguilhed him from the common fort. 

** The Kern was the genuine or proper Irifh foldier, each Iri(h chief- 
tain had a number of them about him, to execute his commands ; they 
Were billeted or quartered upon his tenants and other inhabitants of hia 
country, and frequently robbed and murdered their neighbours and 
ftrangers that they met, travelling through their lord's territory : the 
eels or impoiition laid upon the p;:ople in quartering and feeding thefe 
hell-hounds, was called K^^rnetty. 

•* Our author (Moryfon) has given us a defcription of Ireland in his 
work. Part III. Book iii. Chap. v. p. 156, in it he treats of the diet, 
habitations, houfehold furniture, colhering and traffic of rhe inhabt. 
tants; and Part Third, Book 4, Chap, ii, p. 180, he particularly de- 
fcribes the apparel of the natives, but heUfiient in regard of iht learning 
for which they were famous, if ive njoill aedit their (ywn nmriters and 
others *who hiittdlj foUo-w them ; after confidering the government, laws, 
cuftonis, aiid manners of ihe Irifh, I who am a native of the country wil^ 
never believe that Irilhmeq or any other people under fuch barbariaa 
government, laws, &c. could ever be or ever were a learned nation.'* 

[Manufcript notes to an edition of Moryfon's Itinerary, madebf 
Dr. Abraham Lionel Jenkins, an eminent Ph) fician,in the city of Dub- 
lin, in 17^5, eininenc not fo much tor his praftice as for his extcnfivc 
}cnowledgcof Irifti hiitory and antiquities. He affifled Harris much 
• in his Hiflory of the Coupty of Down in Ireland.] 

Of Sir John Davis who in 161 z, publiihed his work« a Olfcovery 
of the true Caufes why Ireland was never fubdued, ^c* *' and wht> 
Cpea)&8 much of the lov^ thp IxiH) had for e^ual and impartial judice," 
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Mofjibn obfcrves *' and howfoever the £ngliih lawyers commlng 
over after the laft wane (with O'Neal, fear I ot Tvroue) vauiufd Ire- 
land to be reduced to fal obedience by their itinerary circuit*- {/lafcr 
wuuiiQning ivi/h honor thefiaord that made nuay to ihtm) yet ihey w ere 
therein deceived, that the Irifti in their clamarous and litigious nature^ 
flying to them with many complaints did it only to get countenance 
to their canles from them, who were ft rangers to tbrm (pcrhiips again (I 
ibrmerjudgmenis of the Governors, who better knew them, and fa 
to uppofe one magtftrate againft another) not (as they might perhaps 
ihinke) in fincere afic^lion to be ruled by the laws ; yea, thofe chiefs 
of countries who ufed to wait on them to the limits of their country, 
did it rather tokeepe the people by their awful prefence from exhibit- 
ing complaints againft tberofelveb, than (as the Judges thought) out of 
their daiiful refpedto them or to the State." 

[Moryfon, p. 300, Part Second, Ireland, A.D. 1613.J 



No. IV. 

. •• It is certain many rolls and records in divers ages have beei\ 
loft either by the dillracUons or confufuais of the times, by fire, 
by thcgiddinefs, fhameful negligence, and fometimes the villany of 
officers, who had the keeping of them, infomuch that from the ar* 
rival of King Henry IL in Ireland, anno 1172, to the third of Ed- 
ward II. anno 1310, being a ^^riod of 138 years, and from the 
third of Edward 11. to the feventh of Henry VI. anno 1428, tak- 
ing up the fpacc of 1 1 8 years, there are no Parliament Rolls to 
be found, except one in the fifth of Henry VI. which contains 
.only a judgment in a writ of error, brought by the Prior of Mo- 
lingar, againft the Prior of Lhaiiihony. And yet it is indifputable, 
that many Parliamcnis were held in Ireland, during thofe times of 
which our hiftories mention above forry. Anno 1404, moft of the 
Parliament rolls were deftroyed by the accidental 'burning of St. 
Mary's Abbey, which was the rcpofitory of them in that age, info- 
much, that of all the antecedent rolls only two efcaped the flames. 
After this period, during the reigns of Henry VI, Edward IV. and 
Richard III. m^ny adU are in the rolls which recite other adls, of 
which mentioned adls great numbers have not now exiftence. The fame 
thing may be faid of lome ftamtes in the reigns of Henry VII. and 
Henry VIII. from which time the rolls have been preferved with 
greater "care."* 

. •* By tliclrifti Statute of 18 Henry VI. chap.i. ail Englifti Statutes 
cnafted againft the extortions of purveyors are made of force in Ireland. 
By the irifti ftatute 32 Henry VI. chap. i. all ftatutes made before that 



* There arc rolln preferved in Birmioghatn tower in the Caftlc of Dublin, I 
imagine of no great importance. Swift in one of hi& letters Tiys, " that ne 
hears Mr, Addilon has got two hundred a year as Keeper of the Records in 
B rmingham Tower, though he is ^m^W affured all the parchments in it arc not 
worth half-a-crowu. 

.-,, time 
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time in England or Ireland againft provifors, were enad^ed to be re- 
vived and of force in Ireland; and ihc like ftatute is again enaded 
lo Henry VII. chap. 5. By the Irifti ttaiute of 8 Edward IV. 
chap* I , the En^Iiih ilatute concerning rapes, made in the 6th of 
[Richard IL is made of force in Ireland; and further, that all Itatutes 
made by authority of the Parliacrent of England before that time be 
confirmed and adjudged of force in Ireland ; that ftatute of ahfentees, 
niade it) England, anno 3, Richard II. and acknowledged in Ireland* 
was, by the irifh ftatute of 19 Edward IV. authorized and confirmed. 
And by the Irifh ftatute* 10 Henry VII. chap. 22, all ftatutes late 
(that is, before the time, as the lawyers explain it) made in England, 
concerning the common and public weal of the fame, were enacted, 
from that time, to be good and effeftual in Ireland, and to be ufed 
and executed within the faid land of Ireland, in all points, and at all 
times requifite, according to the tenor and efte<ft of the fame; and 
that ail laws hereafter made to the contrary, (botild be null and void." 

[Harris, chap. 13,] 



No. V. 

Sir John Davis, fpeaking of the admirable laws made for the re- 
formation of the ftate of Ireland during the government of that moft 
^ble Deputy Sir Edward Poynings (reign of Henry VII.) obferves: 

*• Thefe laws, and others as important as thefe, for the making of 
a commonwiealth in Ireland, were made in the government of Sir Ed- 
ward Poynings ; but ihcfe laws did not fpread their virtue beyond 
the Englifh pale, though they nvere made generally for the *whole king" 
dom: for the provinces without the pale, which, during the war of 
York and Lancafter, had wholly caft off the Englifh Government, 
were not apt to receive this feed of reformation, bccaufe t^cy were 
not firlt broken, and maftercd again with the fword. Befidcs, the 
iriih countries, which contained two third parts of the kingdom, 
were not reduced to (hire-ground, fo as in them the laws of England 
could not pf)J/ibly be put in execution. Therefore thefe good laws and 
provifions, made by Sir Edward Poynings, were like good leflbna fet 
for a lute that is broken and out of tune; of which lefibns, little ufe 
can be made till the lute be made fit to be played upon." 

And we learn alfo, from Sir J. Davis, that, in the the reign of 
Henry VIII. the King's laws were not obeyed twenty miles in com- 
pafs; and that it was a boaft among the Iriih, *• that they dwelt by^ 
weft the law, which dwelt beyond the river of the Barrow",. which is 
within thirty miles of Dublin. This fad is confirtned by fiaron Fin- 
glaf, in his difcourfe of the decay of Ireland, written in the 20th 
year of Henry VIII, 

How abfurd then is Mr. Plowdcn's afTertion, that the Englilh Go- 
vernment purfued •' the noxious policy of keeping the natives a fepa- 
rate and divided people from the colonifts, or inhabitants of the pale". 
Quaere, at this day, could the laws of England be enforced in Ireland 
v^ithout the affiftance of the foldiery ? . 

No. VL 
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No. VI. 



•« This Parliament (28th year of Hcnrjr VIIL) being ended, the Lord 
Leonard Grey was fuddenly revoked, and put to death in England ; 
lb as he lived not to finifh the work of reformation, which he had bd 
gon ; which notwithftanding was well purfued by his facceflbr. Sir 
Anthony Saint Leger, unto whom all the Lords and Chieftains of th« 
Injury, artd of the degenerate Efigit/I^, throughout the kingdom, made 
their feveral fobmiffions by indenture (which was the fourth general 
iubmiiCon of the Irifh, made fince the firft attempt of the conqueft of 
Ireland) whereof the firft was made to King Henry IL the fecond to 
King John, the third to King Richard II. and the laft to Sir An- 
thony Saint Leger, in 33 Henry VIII. 

«• In thefe indentures of fubmiflion, all the Irt/SSf Lords do acknow- 
ledge King Henry VIII. to be their Sovereign Lord and King, and 
dciire to be accepted of him as fubjc6ls. They confefs the King's 
fupremacy in all caofes, and do utterly renounce the Pope's jurifdic- 
lion, which I conceive to be worth the noting^ becaufe, lulfen tb^ 
Jrijb had once nfohed to $bey the King, tbey made no fcruple to remunee 
the Pope: and this was not only done by the mere Irijhy but the chiei" 
«f the degtnttSLtt Ef/giifi families did perform the fame, as De/mnd^ 
Barry, and Roche, in Munfter, and the Bourks, which bore the title of 
Mac William,\vi Connaught** 

[Sir John Davis's Hiftorical Relations, p. I04 of a Dublin editkn, 
by S. Hyde, m dcc xxxiii.] 

Extract from Robertson's History of America. 

•' The prudent endeavours of Ovando, to promote the welfare of 
the colony, were powerfully fecondcd by Ferdinand. The large re* 
mittances which he received from the new world opened his eyes at 
length, with rcfpcd to the importance of thofe difcoveries, which he 
had hitherto affe6ed to undervalue j fortune, and his own addrefs, 
having now extricated hiorout of thofe difficulties in which he had 
been involved, &c. &c. and he had full leifure to turn his attention to 
the affairs of America. To his provident fagacity Spain is indebted 
for many of thofe regulations which gradually formed that fyftem of 
profound but jealous policy by which (he governed her dominions in 
the new world. He creeled a Court, diftinguiChed by the title of th« 
Ca/a de Contratachn, or Boafd of Trade, compofed of pcrfons crni* 
Dent for rank and abilities, to whom he committed the adminiftra- 
tion of American affairs* This Board affembled regularly in Senile 
and was inverted with a diftind and extcnfive jurifdiftton. He gave 
a regular form to ecclefiaftical government in America, by nominating 
Archbifliops, Bifcops, Deans, together <with clergymen (f /ubordtnete 
ranb, to take charge of the Spaniards eltabli&ed there, as well as of 

thft 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



fART THE FIRST. 1S& 

the natives, who (hould embrace the Chriftian faith ; batnotwithflaDd- 
log the obfequious devotion of the Spanifli Court to the Papal See^ 
fuch was Ferdinand's iblicitude to prevent any fst^ign power from 
tlaimmg juriJdiSitm w acquiring influence in his new dominions, that he 
reierv^ to the Crown of Spain the fole right of patronage to the be- 
nefices in America, and ftipuJated that no papal bull or mandate (houll 
be promulgated there* until ic was previoufly examined and approved 
\^y bis council." 

[Vol, i« fiook 3. Article, Political Regulations of Ferdiaand*] 



No. VII. 

*• Right Honourable — — My duty premifed,it may pleafe yew 
Lordihip to be advcrtifed, fithence my laft there has come to Ardmagh, 
and his Clergy a private commiilion frem the Bifhop of Rome, pro* 
hibiting his gracious Highnefs's people here in this nation to own his 
Royal Supremacy ; and joining a curfe to all them and theirs wh9 
(ball not within forty days, confefs to their confeiTors (after the pub« 
liihing it to them) that they have done amifs in fo doing ; the fub- 
ftance, as our Secretary hath tranflated the fame into Englifh, is 
thus : 

•♦ I A, B. from the prefent hour forward, in the prefence of the Holy 
Trinity of the bleffed Virgin mother of God, of Saint Peter, of the 
Holy Apoftles, Archangels, Angels, Saints, and of all the holy hoft 
of Heaven, ftall and will be always obedient to the Holy See of St. 
Feter at Rome, and his fucceflbrs, in all things, as well fpiritual as tem- 
poral, not confenting in the lead that his Holinefs fliall lofe the leaft 
title or dignity belonging to the Papacy of our Mother Church of 
Rome, or to the Regality of St. Peter. 

** 1 do vow and fwear to maintain, help and affid the juft laws, liber« 
^ties, and rights of the Mother Church of Rome. 

«• I do likewife promife to confer, defend, and promote, if not per- 
fonally, yet willingly, as in ability able, either by advice, (kill, efiate, 
money, or otherwife, the Church of Rome, and her laws, againft all 
wbatfoever refifting the fame. 

«♦.! further vow to oppugn all Herfeticks, either in making or fetting 

forth edidls or commands contrary to the Mother Church of Rome, 

and in cafe any i^jch be nioved or compofed, to refift it to the utter- 

' moll of my power, with the firft convenience and opportunity I can 

pofllble. 

** I count and value allA6ks made or to be made by heretical powers 
of no. force or worth, or to be pradifed or obeyed by myfelf, or by 
any ochef fon of the Mother Church of Rome. 

<* I do further declare him or her, father or mother, brother or lifter, 

fon or daughter, uncle or aunt, nephew or neece, kinfman, or kiof- 

^ woman, miafier or miftreis, and ail others, neareft or deareil relations, 

friends 
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friends or acqdaintarice whatfoeFcr accnrfed, that either do or (hafl 
hold for the time to come anyecdcfiaftical or civil authority, above the 
authority of the Mother Church, or that door (hall obey, for the dme 
to come any of her, the Mother Churches oppofefaor enemies, or con- 
trary to the fame, of which I have here fwom unto. So God, the 
blefled Virein, St. Peter, St. Paul, and the holy £vangeliftshelp, SccJ* 
* * His mghnefs's Viceroy of this nation is of little or no power with 
the old natives, therefore your Lordlhip will expe6^ of me no more 
than I am able. This nation is poor in wealth, and not Ibfficieiit no«r 
at prefent to oppofe them. It is obferved, that ever fince his High- 
neu's anceftors had this nation in pofleffion, the old natives have beea 
craving foreign powen to affift and rule them : and now both £ngli(h 
race and Irifh begin to oppofe your Lordfliip's orders, and do lay afide 
their national old quarrsls, which I fear, if any thing will caufe a fo- 
reigner to invade ibis nation, that will. I pray God I may be a falle 
prophet, yet your good Lordlhip muft pardon mine opinion, for I 
write it to your Lordihip as a warning. 

Your humble and true fervant, 

Geo&ge B&owns.'* . 
Dublin, May, 1538. 
To the Lord Privy Seal, with fpeed. 

[Ware's Antiquities, p. 152.] 



No. VIII. 

Letter of Archbishop Browne to Sir Thomas Crow- 
WELL, Lord. Privy Seal to Henry VIIL 

** My mod honoured Lord, 

'• Your very humble fervant receiving yoi^r 
mandate as one of his Highnefs's Commiffioncrs, hath endeavoured al- 
moft to the danger of this temporal life to procure the nobility and 
gentry of this nation to due obedience, in owning of his Highncfs 
their fupreme head as well fpiritual as temporal, and do find much 
oppugning therein, cfpecially by my brother Ardmagh, who hath- been 
themamoppugncr; and fo haih withdrawn moft of his fuffragans 
and clergy within his fee and jurifdidHon ; he made a fpcech to them, 
laying a curfe on the people, whofoever fliould own his Highnefs's 
Supremacy ; faying, that this ille, as it is in their Irifh Chronicles, In- 
sula Sacr A , belongs to none but to the Biftop of Rome ; and that 
u was the Bilhop of Rome^spredeceffors^ave it lathc King's anceftors. 
There be two meffengers by the prieftsot Ardmagh, and" by that Arch- 
bilhop now lately fcnt to the Bifhop of Rome. Your Lordlhip may in- 
form his Highnefs that it is convenient to call a Parliament in this na- 
tion to pais the Supremacy by A^j for they do not much matter his 

Highnefs's 
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Hichnefs'scoramiflion which your Lordlhip fcnt as over. — This ifland 
hath been for a long time held in ignorance by the Romifh orders, 
and st9 for their fecular orders, rhey be in a manner as ignorant as the 
people, being not able to fay Mafs, or pronounce the words, they not 
knowing what they ^hemfeWes fay in the Roman tongue. The com- 
mon people of this sfle are more zealous in their blindnefs, than the 
Saints and Martyrs were in the truth at the beginning of the gofpeh— > 
I fend to you my very good Lord thefe things, that your Lordlhip 
and his Higbnefs may confult what is to be done. It is feared 
O'Neale will be ordered by the biihop of Rome to oppofe your 
Lordlhip's order from the King's Highnefs — for the natives are much 
in nombers within his powers. I do pray the Lord Chrift to defend 
your lordfhip from your enemies.— Dublin, 4Ka]end. Septembris 1535* 

Georce Browne." 

*• The year following a Parliamrnt was called in Ireland — the Lord 
Leonard Grey, bcitJg then King Henry's Viceroy of that nation, in 
which George Browne, then not being many months above a year in 
his archiepifcopal chair in Dublin, fto(^ up and made this fhort fpeech 
following : 

** My Lords and Gentry of this his Majefty's realm of Ireland—- 

•• Behold, your obedience to your King is the obferving of your 
God and Saviour Chrift — for he, that high prieft of our foi^s paid 
tribute to Csefar (though no Chriftian] greater honour than is furely 
due to your Prince, his Higbnefs tlie King, and a Chriftian one. — 
Rome and her bifhops in the fathers days acknowledged Eniperors, 
Kings and Princes to be fupream over their dominions, nay Chrift's 
own vicars» and it is much to the bifhop of Rome's (hame, to deny 
what their precedent bifhpps owned — therefore his Highnefs claims 
but what he can juiHfy. The biihop Elutherius gave to St. Lucius 
the firft Chriftian King of the Britains, fo (hall I without fcrupling, 
vote his Highnefs King Henry, my fupreme over ecclefiaftical matters 
as well as temporal, and head thereof, even of both ifles England and 
Ireland, and that without guilt of confcience or (in to God, and he 
who will not pafs this a^ as I do, is no ttue fubjedl to his Highnefs." 

•« This fpeech of George Browne's ftartled the other biftiopsand lords 
fo, that at laft, through great difficulty it pafled, upon which fpeech 
juftice Brabazon fecondcd him, as appears by his letter to the lord 
Thomas Cromwell, then Lord Privy Seal of England, which original 
is in that famous library of Sir Robert Cotton, out of which Sir 
James Ware, that learned at^tiquary, tranfcribed the fame. 

[Life and Death of George Browne, iii Ware's Antiquities. ] 



No. IX. 

** Queen Mary toward the end of her reign this year (i ^58) granted 
a commtilion for to call the Proteftants in queftion here in Ireland, as 
well as they had done in England, and to execute the fame with 

freater force — (he nominated Do^or Cole, fometime Dean of St. 
aul's in London, one of the Commiffioncrs, and fo fenc the com- 

miffion 
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tniffion by this fame doAor, and in hia journey coming to Che^e^ 
the Mayor of that city, bearing that her Majedy was lending Com- 
ntflioners into Ireland, and he being a Churchman, waited on the 
doAor, who, in his difcourfe with the mayor, took out of his cloak- 
bag a leather-box, and faid unto him " here is a commiflion that (hall 
]a£ the Hereticks of Ireland," calling the Frotedants by that title. 
The good woman of the Houle being well afieded to the Protefiants, 
and to that religion, andalfo having a broiher named JohnEdmoiKlc, 
a Proteflant and a cttiten in Dublin, was much troubled by thedo6lor's 
words, but (lie watching her convenient time, whilft the Mayor took 
his leave of the doctor, and the do^or complimenting him down to the 
ilairs, (he opened the box and took the comroiifion our, and placed in 
lieu thereof a pack cf cards with the knave of clubs faced upperaioft, 
and wrapt them up : The do<flor coming to his chamber, fufpe^ing 
nothing of what had been done, pot up his box as formerly — the next 
day going to the water- fide, wind and weather favouring him, he 
failedtowards Ireland, and landed on the 17th Odober 1^58^ at Dub- 
lin, then coming to the Caftle, the Lord Fitzwalters being at this time 
Lord Deputy, lent for the doflor to come before him, and the Privy 
Council, who coming in after he bad made a fpetch relating upon 
what account he came over, prefented the box to the Lord Deputy, 
who caufiog it to be opened, that the Secretary might read the com^ 
miffion^ there appeared nothing fave a pack of carda with the knave of 
clubs uppermoft, which not only (lankd the l^rd Deputy and Coun- 
cil, but the do^or, who afiured them he had a commiflion, but knew 
not how it was gone. Then the Lord Deputy made anfwer : " Let 
us have another commifiion, and we will ihuffle the cards in the mean 
time.'* The do^r being troubled in his mind, went away and re- 
turned into England* and coming to Court obtained another com« 
niilion ; but Haying for a wind at the water-fide, news came to hioi 
that the Queen was dead. Thus, God preferved the Proteftants of Ire* 
land from the perlecution intended.— This being a copy of Richard Earl 
of Corkc's memorials — as alfo of Henry U(her, fometimea Lord Pri- 
mate of Ardmagh, being alfo entered amongft Sir James Ware's manu- 
fcriptf, who had often Mard the late James U(her, nephew to the faid 
Henry, averr the fame, and wondred that Mr. Fox had not inferted it 
in his JSs and Momimenu — there was lately living a reverend father of 
the church, <i;/z. Henry, late Lord Bifhop of Meath, who did affirm* 
that he had this relation from the faid James Ufher, late Lord Primate 
of all Ireland. 

" Upon the recalling the Lord Fitzwalters into England, Queen Eli- 
zabeth, by the grace of God, &:c. fucceeding, difcouifing with the 
faid Lord concerning feveral paflages heie in Ireland, aroongft other 
difcourfes, he related the aforefaid pafTage that happened in Ireland, 
which fo delighted the Queen, that her Majefty fcnt for the good 
woman, named Elizabeth Edmonds, by her hufband named Mat- 
terfhed, and gave her a penfion of forty pounds per ann. durantt ^ta, 
ioT favingher Proteflant fubfcds of Ireland." 

[Ware's Antiquitis, p. 164. — ^Life of George Broyirne.] 

Such is the authority upon which this extraordinary ftory refts. 

APPENDIX 
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^ N £ wpy]<i hav^ thoiigHt tl^ tbis jl^^jl^ and 4e$e grac(es wer^ 
proper #i!^ns to jobiige the jlrish 4o gnitituide and obedjience : but d&i 
tbj9 b#pp6^? No, cej;t»ipJ[y^-^<^nce^o^sjM1(dfav<^ 
tliase p^pk to .tiuQk ^ CTi9y^nmeiit we^, japd ^ff ei^are never 
f^\s^ to put thgoi lAtp actioj^ tjiat Asiotq Re^bipllio^. In 1^7, wa$ 
dj$Qovered ^aptbcr iq^spiracy, %inQd by the EarJI^ of Tyrone and 
yyce^skpel, W^gwe, O'Qaba^, ^^d almost ^U thjc Irish of W^rw, 
io^^HTprke the Caside of RubiSQ, i^^rder the active <>fiic$i^ of State,' 
«$evii^ the principal f^m^v^ ^ai^d call in £pr«»gn ^d ] $ind the cities 
^f^ great towns m the W^8(t and ^outh wf re prcp^^d to job in a^ 
uoiye]r$^l rebellipA,; bpt top early a discovery put an end to this con- 
£sd^r;icyj suid ^he j^ls of Tyt^np «|id Tyrconnel, Maguire^and 
othf^ pif the pr^cipal gcp^ploltf rs fled bje^ond $eas, fcem whence 
tky^ ^ear following, they incited Sir Cahu: O'Poghcrty, with as^ 
sw^^nipes.of SpctfiM aid, to fly iput li^^tu^ ir^beUipn. In the begin- 
iijjfljg ^ April he got po^sessifta pf Qvlni&re forl| by tr^ach^erdusly . 
seizing th^eXJoycmpTjapd his wife, wljio^ u^der a shew of friend- 
ship hp ha^ invked tp .dinner, anid the .^^ne /light iANmH cock-crow, * 
he ^siKpimd licrry, o^urdeced the Governor, Sir George Paulct, ' 
^d 4e ganrison and .all the Prpll!St#nts whp fell ij^to his hands^ 
ciXpept |th^ ^Bishpp's wJ%» whpin he ric^e^ved as an hostage in case of 
^y ^m^rgepqy, .and Ah^n pl]ml^Qd ^d set iire to the town, and 
in ^sight of his Vmy co9in\itted ^OOQ hei^tipal bipoks to .the* flames, 
bejqnging $fi the M^inist^rs pjf Perry, for the r^emption of wluch 
be refiisted 2001. which the Sisho^^ whphad arriviea to lynsom his 
wife (p)$[ered for thj3> prej^Katio|i.«— He 4rew in a^ost of the Irish 
in ii^ apd tl^e neig^ii^ojivjilig co^m^s, i:es0ivjng to cqaistain the 
y^ tiU the twp £arls and tibe^ther <e^iks ^hPitld amv^ with- aids 
frcpi foreign Princes i bi^ a xa^^Qi .4^o| f>Qt an emd tp hi^ hie and 
thereby .to the rebeUi<»;i.'' 

<* Tl^ account is:&i|hfvily e;^!^p^ 4rP|ri Philip O^SnUivan^ the 
writer of the Catholic History, p. 210, &c. and the rebellion was 
fomented by the Priests, who>jtfficBied, that all were martyrs who 
died in that service; some of the rebels were taken and executed, 
who'ti^e same aiith<»- ^says^ died martyrs for not swearing to the 
JCing'* supremacy, and yct^je confessed ttatt they w^rc involved in 

N2 the 
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the rebdBoD— such are the cheats which the Irish histon^iis tmi 
Priests put upon tbdr deluded'countrymen." 

[Fiction Unmasked by W. Harris^ p. 37, m woik published |i^ 
answer to Dr. Currie's book.] ^ ,. 



No. tl. 

** After the submisnon made by the Earl of Tyrone and othcj 
frish Grandees of Ulster, »jk)n the death of Queen Elizabeth, ft 
Vi'as reasonable to expect, that a people wearied out with rebellion, 
pestilence and famine, aswasthentlie condition of the Irish, wobld 
live quiet and loyal under a King of their o^^n lineage — as James 
the First* boasted that the Kings of Scotland werc---and all this in 
idl human brobabiiity would have l)een the case, if the determi- 
nation of the Universities of VaUadoltd and Salamanca in ^pain^ 
passed in Queen Elizabetii's time, of that malignant and pestilent 
(question t ** Whether an Irish Papist may obey or assik his Pro- 
testant Sovereign,* had not been sent over to IreUnd at this jtincture, 
which those learned bodies resolved in the negative by two asser-^ 
tions: — •* I St. Since the Earl of Tyrone undertook the war for reli^ 
gion, and by the Pope"^ approbation, it was as meritorious to aid 
Sim against the hereticks as to fight against the Turks. !2dly, that 
it was a mortal sin in any way to assist the English against him, and 
that those who did so, could neither have absolution nor salvation 
without deserting the Hereticks, and repenting of so great a crime.** 
Philip O'SuUivan (the author of the Catholic History and one of Mr. 
Plowden's authorities) calls the contrary to this opinion " insanam 
ft venenosam doctriiUm^ an extravagant and poisonous doctrine.— 
These principles of Popery drew from King James the First a 
sharp expression to the Irish Agents in 1614, who had passed 
into England to remonstrate against the proceedings of the Parlia- 
ment. *♦ You, (says His Majesty,) that are of a contrary religion 
must not look to l>c the only law-makers ; you that are but half 
sufffects^ should have but htilf privileges; you that have any eye 
♦o me but one way and to the Pope another way, the Pope is yoiif 
father in spirituaiums^' and I in temporalibus only, and so you have 
your bodies torn one way and your souls drawn another; you that 
'send yo\ir children to the Seminaries of treason, strive henceforth to 
become true subjects, that you may have Cor unum et viam unam^ 
and thenl shall respect you all alike-^but your Irish Priests teach 
you such grounds of doctrines as you cannot follow them with ai 
safe conscience, but yoU must cast 6ff your loyalty to your King.^ 



* Sec htt Speecb to the Irish Agents in 1614, given in Cox, 2 voL p.fl5. 
f Peter Walsh's Irish IU>m. dedic. p. xi. and O'SaUivao's CaChoL Hisu p. 803, 
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it would l>c worth while to read this speech printed at hargc^ by Sir 
Richard Cox. 

[Fiction Unmasked| by WaReif Harris, pri^hted ml752, ^ge 34. J 



No: III. 

Doctor Warner, in his excellent History, at^butes the rebellion lil 
Ireland in 164<1 , to the hatred which the Catholic Irish entertain of 
the English name and nation, to the machinations of the Catholi<i 
Clergy, and to the old grudge of the Irish at having been dispos- 
sessed of their estates: — ^the following extract alone may suffice^ 
p. 9, chap. 1. — 

** Let it suffice only to say, that in the rebellion of Tyrone, under 
James the First, a great part of six counties, in the province of 
Ulster, were forfeited to tne Crown, and new planted, as many of 
their lands had been before ; but yet these forfeitures were never 
acknowledged by the Irish as just, and as. many of the new settlers 
Wert brought from Scotland, which they disliked more than England, 
it aggravated their supposed injury— and therefore, they thought 
that in the same way by which they lost their liberties and estates*-^ 
by superior force—they were entitled to recover them whenever 
they were able. But to put it out of doubt that this was one of the 
causes of this rebellion, I will give the reader Lord Castlehaven'^ 
opinion in his own words, — a man of sense and candour, a Roman 
Catholick, and a general in this rebelHon on the side of the Irish. 
•* I must confess I myself am now, as I have been long since, 
upon serious reflections, abundantly convinced, that however the 
circumstances of this time (meaning the troubles in Scotland) gave 
life and birth to that rebellion inlreland, yet the design of it had been 
Jaid partly at home, but chiefly abroad in foreign parts, even several 
years before the troubles either of England or Scotland began, and 
that the original, true and great motive indeed thereof, was no other 
than that fetal one, which for so many hundred years from Henry 
the Second to the beginning of King James's reign, had been not 
only the very source of all the dangerous rebellions of that country^ 
but the very bane and ruin of its people on all sides for so many 
ages; the national feud, I mean, between the mere Irish, as the 
ancient Milesians are called, and the later Irish, or colonies of 
English extraction among them, and the unalterable persuasion of 
the former, that the English conquest of that country was but meri 
usurpation without any just title ; and that the right both to the 
supreme sovereignty and proprietorship too, of all the lands of Ire* 
land still remained according to the old Brehon laws c^ that coun- 
try— (which, say they, had never been repealed or antiquated)4Lnd 
consequently according to the laws of God in the surviving heirs 
of the more ancient natives the Milesians. It is true, that fertv 
years continual and flourishing peace, in all obedience to the Snghsh 
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IcwB (iiere, from the last of Queen Elizabetii to 1641,. seemed to 
cany a fidr outside, as if all those national animouties and pretences 
had been utterly extkiguished. But alas I the old leaven stiU fer- 
diented inwardly of one dde, and among (hat side, the fire was i>ut 
covered under not embers ; the Earls of Tyrone and * TirconneU, 
and the Councils of Spain and Rom^, and the Irish Monastries and 
Seminaries in so many countries of Europe, and very many of the 
churchmen returning home out of them, and chiefly the tittdar 
Bidiops^ togeikct toith the ntperiari of regular orders took an effectu^ 
course under the specious colour of religion, to add condnuaUy new 
fuel to the burning coals, and prepare them for a dame on the first 
opportunity, which whoever did not see in the beginning of this re- 
bellion, as many did not«— by observing what extraction, or what 
names all the first appearers in it were of, and how particularly, of 
the whole hundred that w^e designed for seizinsj^ the Castle of 
Dublin, there was not so much as one person of British blood, 
extraction, or name among them, might nevertheless, and without 
the help of a multiplying glass, most clearly see in it the procedure 
of the war."— So to, my Lord Castlehaven, one of Mr: Flowden's 
authorities ! 

Now hear Dr. Warner's own reflections, p. 11, book 1 st ^ But 
another and perhaps the most prevalent cause of all which gene-- 
rated this rebellion was the difference of relig^n, and this is tbe 
cause avowed by the CathoUcks themselves who took up arms, as 
the reader will presently see. I shall bow recall to hisremembrancei 
as a proof of it, what Sir Hen. Vane writes to the Lords Justices, 
** that His Majesty had received advice that there had lately passed 
firom Sp^n, and it was likely from other parts, an unspeakable num* 
ber of Churchanen into England and Ireland, and that a whisper run 
among the Irish Friars in Spain, as if they expected a rebellion in 
Ireland." This of itself is a proof sufficient to convince us, that an 
intention to restore the free and unlimited exercise of their religion, 
was onegreat causeof this rebellion— and to say the truth, they had 
never ceased. from the time of the Kefdrmation to encroach on \hti 
toleration allowed them, but by plots, conspiracies, and insurrec- 
tions, had been struggling against the Protestant religion, and labour- 
ing to overthrow it— no** can we wonder when they are taught^ 
" that the Pope,** &c. &c. (and after commenting upon some of the 
peculiar tenets of the Catholic Faith he goes on)— ^* But to say no- 
thing of the peculiar spirit of Popery, which from the history of all 
nations, we know to have been always zealous and sometimes ficay 
and vindictive, it is no wonder that the Irish Priests^ who have aa 
absolute power over the ignorant superstitious multitude, and no 
little influence over the gentry of their communion, should be con- 
tinually straggling for Sie establishment of their religion. They 
weresuways ^ucated abroad, but principally in France and Sps4^ 



# 0*Dohnfel, created Earl of Tyrcbnnel by James 1st.— James tlie idu ti" 
tive* the title, an* created lUctnird Taibot Earl of Tiicontiei. 

from 
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f^l!he F6p^^ »n^ v^Mi Mf mtii^ i^^Hit M mt ^Sk^^litc^ ximfk im 
&th to tfrwr rigMfu? S6yer6l^ft,^ fftWrA 6f si ««ikih*Wbttf fiffei^al 
fihfk fh6msd^sr Thds',' thf6V h'ad *« trp' a* t&^hmScA MWafliSs 
Ifoit, rtio\igty irf*7({>^essc6ftfi»^cffieffo!r fo* m W^^ 6f fH-hWff, iaii 
ft^tivh the stale bannived aft thfe 6ffijhc*y tM ^ flttSr ceWWafiag 
ffrlrgwte rttts crcc6Wlirg tcyfteiVdoWsifewfein^a'itfbdteit pi»ivt£e rtaS 
atfi asrH re ^o be h6j>ietl if ^er wiJf A^*,^ y-ft fa t!W«e wfeo" hatf *fti 
the pomp and splcftdobr \ri^ vft^h: tftetr refigftnif W* ^i fe'^ci feg ig 
forei^ parfe, and #htcfi ftiey Foirg^ 1^ sie restored at home-«>thia 
was a tpleration by no means satisfactory and agreeable. — ^The 
figure and grandeur in which fere%n prelates appeared, the great 
respect paid to the inferior clergy, and the certain revenues appro- 
priated to them abroad — these were Circumstances which made them 
uneasy with their own condi!i6n in' ^i^land, where they could not 
ivith pri:dence appear openly, and their character was consequently 
ii^ithout pxWt i^espeet!,- aM \^h(h-§ eve* their strfjfefeten^,. ^Hitx 
isii was, Was absolutely depfeiidetrf. But y^t^ ih& dcstr€ df tti^ 
t€hi&im natural- enough to a clergy thtrs* ^dotatcd', zadot* ft* tfttl? 
Religion, and mortified with their distresses, w^s b&\^tvtt of MA^ i 
nature^ that they 6ouW nb< hop6 16 ^ifc it grati#ed hV ar titiffiiiMafits^ 
tK^ay, \^hieh hatf been trrt^f vwith siiccesB m othei' csfeesr. In ^dfer tifir 
obtain strch an afteralfiott sfe wbtrtd' mi^e tfticm* happy, ib gt^tH tl 
hLCtrfitc must be made of flVe Kiri^s prerogative tM&k igiMliti&i 
church as would ^?enate the Mnds of aft his F#ot*s«aM sul^ft,* 
stod rhvoive his' dominions' m aAarcihy afinrf 66ftfu«brf. No hojp§ 
<hef<^bre remained of pi^ocuring any redWss' by thte PaWiai*^ of 
(he Crow^, and if they exptcfed any fdW it mtWt bfe fti thtf yhtf 
ist arte.'* 

l^o. IV. 

The Irish Parliament o^ 1639, a very large pfoportWii o^ whfc^* 
were Roman Catholics, in the preamble to an act of subsidies wKiqK 
they had voted to the King, gave the following approbafioh of tlie 
conduct of the Earl of Strafford: — they express " their great joy 
and comfort in that his Majesty (Charles the 1 st) had provided and 
-piaced over us so just, wise, vigilant and profitable a Governor as 
the Right Ifoa. Thomas Earl of Strafford, Lord Lieutenant of 
this your said kingdom of ireland, who by his great care and travail 
of body and mind, sincere arid upright ndwSdstration qf justice^ 
without partiality J encrease of your Majesty's revenues without th« 
least hurt or grievance to any of your well-disposed and loving sub- 
jects, and our great c6mfort aiid secirfityi by the large and ample 
benefits, which we have received and hope to receive by your Ma- 
jesty's commission of grace fof remedy of defective titles jDr<>eare8 
hither by 7m Lordship from your Majesty-^his Majesty V great care 
in restoring of the Church — the^ reittfbrcing of yout amy within 
&i$ kingdom, and' ordering the same with singular go6d dhK)tpiin^^<— 
lis support df your Majesty's whoiewme law* h«re e^taJ^itislKd, hi^ 

cncouragcxnenk 
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cncoungemaDt td the jadga and other good ofioen» nunisten and 
dispensers of your lawsy in the due and sincere administration of jus- 
tice, his necessary, and just strictness for the execution thereof hb 
due punishment for the contemneiB of the same, and his care U> 
relieve and redress the poor and oppressed. For this your tender- 
ness over us, shewed by the deputy, &c. We, in fifee Kcognitioa 
6f your great goodness towards us do, for the abbreviation ofsame 
part of your Majesty's inestimable chareo, most humbly and fireely 
offer to your Majesty four entire subsidies, ice. ^c" 

[Rushworth*s Collect port 2, p» 1051.] 



No. V. 

^ ^ About this time (January 1642,) the Ramish Clergjr, who had 
hitherto as the liords Justices ^y, walked somewhat m^nbly in 
those works of darkness beg^ openlv to justify the rebellion.-— 
The titular Primate O'Neil, smnmoned all the Bishops and Clergy of 
his province to meet in Synod at Kells, where, after malune some 
OQnstitutions against murderers, plunderers, and usurpers of other 
men's estates, they declared the rebellion to be a pious, lawful war» 
and exhorted all persons to join in support of it. The titular bishop 
of Meath was a much honester man — ^he neither obeyed the sum- 
mons himself in person, nor by l>roxy, nor sent any excuse, nor 
admonished the dignitaries of the Church to atteixi the Synod.*— He 
had laboured all in his power to keep the nobilitv and gentry of his 
diocese from engaging in the rebellion, which he aeclared to be unjust 
and groundless, and he had succeeded so well, particularly with 
the &rl of Westmeath, in whose house he lived, and with several 
of the Nugent family, that-the^ had not embsurked in it.— To this 
the rebek imputed thdr miscamage before Drogheda, and therefore 
it was thought necessarv to censure a prelate who had already done 
so much mischief, ana in case he did not submit to threaten him: 
with a suspension. 

[Doctor Warner's Hbtory, book 3d. p. ISIJ] 
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OATHS OF ASSOCIATION. 

Two. Oaths of Association were frs^med by '^ the Confoderate Irish 
Catbohcs" in the rebellion 1641.— The following are Doctor 
. Warner's reflections ypon each — 

. . ** About this time the ministers received the proclamation they 
had desired, under the King's own hand, and sealed with his privy 

signet 
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signet—** declaring all those who had taken hU forts and castles, 
]k)ssessed themselves of his garrisons and magazines, spoiled many 
thousands of his good subjects of their houses, goods and lands, 
hiassacred multitudes and imprisoned many of them, to be rebels 
AND TRAITORS — as likewise their adherents and abettors, and all 
who should hereafter join with them. In the same proclamation he 
commanded them to lay down theirarms immediately, and in case of 
their disobedience, authorized the chief governors to prosecute the 
said rebels and traitors with fire and sword." — ^This is the whole 
purport of the proclamation, and is the only proclamation that 
was ever issued in the King's name ; but this is so falsified by * 
Geogb to AN, that it ought not to be passed by. He says, " that the 
King was so sensible of the provocations of the Irish, that he or- 
der^ a proclamation to be publbhed in his name, of a general am- 
nesty to all who should submit in forty days." — ^The reader will see 
from hence^ ihat nothing can be depended upon in such a writer^ and 
though the chief design of this proclamation was to give the Irish the 
just appellation of rebels, yet Geoghigan insists upon it, that 
they were not rebels—** who are those alone, he says, that rise 
against their Sovereign." — ^The King's whole authority in that coun- 
try was vested in the justices and councils, and to say, as the abbot 
(Geoghbgan) does, that the Irish acknowledged the King for 
their Sovereign, and did not acknowledge the sovereignty of the 
justices and council, and therefore their rising against them was no 
rebellion, is such an evasion of the truth as the greatest candour 
cannot excuse. 

** But this proclamation (from the King) was ineffectual, and the 
rebels were now united in one body under the title of the *' Con- 
federate Roman Catholicks of Ireland," to which confederacy they 
bound themselves by an oath of association which was generally 
taken by them throughout the kingdom. They swear *» That at 
all hazards they will maintain the free and public exercise of their 
religion — that they will bear allegiance to the King, defend him 
against those that shall endeavour to suppress his prerogative, or do 
any act contrary to his regal government ; and also, the powers and 
privileges of Parliament; the rights and privileges of the subject, 
and every person that took that oath, in whatever they should do 
in lawful pursuance of the same, and by all means oppose and en- 
deavour to bring to condign punishment, even to the loss of life, 
liberty and state, all such as should in any way whatever attempt 
any thing to the contrary of any one article in this vow or oath con^ 
tained." The absurdity and contradiction of tliis oath of asso- 
ciation, stares every one so much in the face, that nothing but aa 
infatuation, under which these people seem to have been from the 
beginning could have reconciled it to a man of the mcane^^t under- 
standing. The first article is, that they will maintain the free aud 



♦ Who is OQf of Mr. PJowden's authorities. 

public 
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tlubllc exttch6 6f th&r religion, aiid ihere!6f6 thi l^gi w{idnL 
by another article they swear to bear allegiance to and dcffei^. wha 
they knitw did oppdse that article, they vowed to puni&b, if it was 
in their power, with the loss of his life and liberty. — ^Another article 
18, that they will defend him with their life, power and estate^ 
aigainst all such as shall do any act contrary to his regal government^ 
at the same time, that every act of theirs in this rebellion, cveH 
this very oath of assodadon itself, was contrary to his regal govern- 
ment, and was lugh treason. But I have dwelt too long perhaps on 
an absurdity, too flagrant to pass an^ong any other people than' 
among the Irish." [P. 163, Dr. Warner, book id.] 

Of the second CnUh of Assodatioh, framed in 1642, Doctor 
Warner observes :— 

<< This oath of association diifers somewhat in form, thotigh little 
in sense, and in a treacherous absurdity from that which had been 
takeii before and which is mentioned in the former book. In this 
oath they swore *^ to bear true allegiance to the Ring and to mabtain 
his prerogatives and rights, the p©wer and priviledges of the Par- 
^ment in Ireland and the fundamental laws of that kingdom i" but 
ttity swore at the same time in direct opposition to these fundamen- 
tal latvs, *< that they would defend and uphold the free exercise of 
the Roman Catholic faith and religion throughout the land — and the 
lives, liberties, estates and riffhts of all those that had taken or 
should take that oath and perform the contents thereof, that they 
would obey all the orders of the Supreme Council, and would not 
seek any pardon or protection for zny act touching the said general 
cause without the consent of the major part of the said Council; 
ihat they would not do any thing to prejudice the said cause, which 
to the hazard of their lives and estates they would assist, prosecute^ 
and maintain. — Moreover they swore further, that they would not 
accept of nor submit to, any peace made without the consent of the 
General Assembly, and for the preservation and strengthening of 
ihe association upon any peace to be made with the con^derate Ca- 
tholicks as aforesaid, they would to the utmost of their power insist 
upon and maintain the ensuing propositions until a peace be made 
And the articles agreed upon be established and secured by P?irlia- 
tnent.* The ensuing propositions were to no less a purport than 
that ** the Roman Catholic religion should be as freely and publickly 
Exercised and in as full lustre and splendour as before the Refor- 
mation — that all the secular clergv should enjoy their several juris- 
dictions and immunities in as full and ample a manner as they did 
before the Reformation— that all thfe, laws of restraint, penalty, 
fine, or incapacity, laid upon the Catholic clergy or laity since the 
l^eformation should be repealed by Parliament, and that the prelates 
and clergy should hold and enjoy all the churches and church-livings, 
with all their profits and emoluments, in as large and ample a man- 
ner as they were enjoyed by the Protestant clergy before this re- 
bellion." In short, the- nieaning of these propositions was nothing 
more noj less, than that the Protestant religion sh(»uld be extirpated, 
the Reforiination should be annihilated, and Popery should be estab- 
lished 
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fehsd'Kfan ks ancient spfeadour. That th6 tijt\Akt bishops and 
clergy shoiiW haVe hfnptfdenc^ 6noi!igH to frame such sraoalb an«l 
Su^h pro^xTsitionis, by whrch: they were to acquire so large a share 
6f pcJwer and pi*ofit is not nrach to be wondered at, but that tho 
nobility and gentry, who had' either conscien<:e.or connnon sense^i 
t0M be werfk enough t& submit to an oath, by which in the begins 
Aing of jf, tiiey were bound to lAaintain and defend tlie Kind's rights 
aAd the fihtdomental laws of the kingdom, and in the end of it^ 
eq^2t\\y bound to oppose those rights and lavrs, and finally, to abro« 
gatean^ ovcrtiirn tbem, iia mc^tter of great astonfehment. If the 
iftaking andw Gteat Seaf, coining money, appointing an Attorney-. 
^General, and ordering '< that no temporal goVemment or jurisdic-i 
tion should be exercised within that kingdom during the troubles^ 
^cept such as should be approved of by the General Assembly, or 
Duprenke Covmcil,*' were not acts that deprived the King of his 
ri|^ andpk-crogatives, mid that abrogated the fundamental laws of 
^e hind, then nothing cotild be so interpreted. The King's Minis- 
ters were rebels, and this assembly Was the legal state. An absur-i 
di^, which the Popish clergy found rncn obedient enough to them 
td swallbw,^ though so repugnant to common sense. But it confirms 
ait obServatiow made in the last book on the principles of Popery^ 
** That no duty of aHegistnce— ^no ties of any kind are to stand m 
€dm]lefi^oti with the intef^sts of that religion." —It shewis too what 
at g>eat porwer thfe priesthood hxte over the conscience in that corns 
jnuiuQn<^tf-a poWer inconsi^ent witb reason, and not more opposite 
Co liberty, than to the Christian doctrine." 

[Doctor AVarncf, p. 239, book 4.] 
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Two ytfefs afWr tlid horrible rebellion and massacre of 1 64.1 had 
taken place; tbtf conTddcrated Irish Catholicks assembled in Council 
at Trim, on the 17th March 15*3, dfe^ up a reiftonstrance of their 
tireten'd^ grievances to the King, which remonstraiice contains 
fbnrte'en attfcles, and the whole takes up nearly ten pages folio, inr _ 
Mr. Carte's collection, to \^hich, as it is too long for insertion, the 
reader is refeirfed. Suffice it here to quote Doctor Warner's opinion 
of this remoAstraAte.-^ 

** In the very first sentenccf of this remonstrance they tell the King, 
that they v^ere, " necessitated to take arms for the preservation of 
itfeeir reli]gioh, the maintenance of his Majesty's rights and prero- 
gatives, thte itatural and just defence of their lives and estates, and 
me liberties of tHeir couhtrj^;" there was something so impudent in 
this asserti6n, ^hich the King himself knew to be iilse in every 
part, as vhit enough to deter him from reading any further, or to 
]^ejtkdice him against all that folloi}red.-^It was known to the whole 
W(^ld that they werf not ti^otibfed, nor questioned about fheir re^i^ 

gioa 
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pan fat t coo^eraUe time before the iomme&tm^ ind that therd 
^ere no other opponente in Irdand of his Majest)^'* rights and,pr&-' 
rogatives, besides themsdves— who had usurped them to that de» 
gree^ as to make it an act of their genenj assembly th^t there should 
be no other temporal government or jurisdiction, but what was ap^ 
proved and instituted by them; and other things already mentiimed 
u to their lives and estates, they had the protection of the k\vs, and 
not a single instance could be given, that a Papist, merely as such, 
suffered any violence in either from a Protestant, that was not pa> 
nished except in open rebellion, when this insurrection broke out^ 
The King had said in his conunission above-mentioned, of whi<^ 
the confederate Catholics had a copy, that he did extremely detest 
the odious rebellion, which they bad without ^jound, or colour, 
raised against him, his crown and dignity ; and m their preamble^ 
they pouteiy tell him, that the^ never entertained any rebellioua 
thoughts a^nst either, and insbt upon theur having l>een always 
his roost faithful and loyal fubjects. In tjaorf^ almost all the truth 
in this lon^ remonstrance either concerned the Protestants as well 
as the Papists in Ireland, and therefore, wasno suifficient ground ht 
the insurrection of the latter, or else rebtes to facts posterior to it, 
which they would make the King believe wa% the causes of their 
rebellion. ' It is difficult to say, whether there is more weakness or 
falsehood in this long-laboured instrument>^-tbere is much of both ; 
and it se^ms to vcxSy the character which hath been given of it, 
^ that the Irish first resolved to rebel and then set their bwyers and 
divines to work in order to fish for arguments to justify or excuse it.** 
[Doctor Warner^ WsL pp. 261, 262, book 4.] 



No. VIII. 

" About the middle of June (1645) two of their agents were 
sent from the general assembly to Dublin, to renew the treaty, the 
others being to follow at Ihe breaking up of their assembly. There 
is nothing morq certain in this History, than that it was the fixed 
resolution of these people to take advantage of the Kine's necessities ; 
though their own ruin as well as his were hazarded bv it, and in the 
end, as it will be seen, it was the consequence : and who can pity 
them ? As the King's necessities encrea^ the Irish Catholics rose 
in their demands; and the agents were sent with such new pro- 
positions as though they iroagmed the game was in their own hajids 
entirely: — they asQuiRBD, that the act of oblivion should be 
without exception of persons ^ that the planted lands in Wicklow 
and Kilkenny should be restored to the ancient owners by act^ of 
Parliament; that every one aggrieved by the old plantations in King 
James's reign might be relieved by Parliament ; that all the pend 
laws that were ever made against Roman C^itholicks, and the. sta- 
tutes of provisors and premimire should be repealed; that all Ca- 

tholicks 
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fliolicks should be exempted from the jurisdiction of the Protestanfe 
^lerg^; that all their titular bishops and prelates should exercise 
their jurisdiction upon Ihose of their religion without controul; that 
sk further act should be made to exempt the Catholicks from all pe- 
nalties whatever on account of the exercise of their religion; that*' 
the churches which were in their possession, should neither ^ de- 
nianded nor expected from them, for they might not restore tliem ; 
^at not only all f their dties, forts, and places in their hands should 
remain so^ but that they should continue to exercise their new form 
«f . goverament till every thing was settled by act of Parliament; 
^cording to the articles of the peace; that they should not only 
liave an equality of numbers ana of eminence of places in all civil 
and military offices, in the privy council, in courts of law and of 
fnagistracy and profit throuehout the kingdom, but that his Majes* 
ity's favour in this respect should be made certain by particular in* 
stances at present; that this condition should be expressed in the 
articles of peace, and extend to future times in like manner ; that 
Ihey might erect Universities and Free-Schools ; that Poyning's act 
should be suspended, and all impediments to that suspension t and 
^eir own sitting in Parliament might be removed ; that all their 
debts to the Protestants might be compounded by commissioners ; 
that all who did not submit to the peace should be declared traitors, 
and be attainted in Parliament ; that all Privy Counsellors, JudgeSi^ 
and Magistrates, before they executed their offices should be sworn 
to observe these articles of pacification, and that an act of Parlia- 
ment should be passed, that neither those articles, nor any part of 
ihem should ever be l-epealed." — 

[Doctor Warner's History, p. 847, boolt 5-] 
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In Jhc Joiirnals of the English House of Commons for the year 
1 693, Jan. l?th, i^ the following extraordinary report relative to 
Ireland/ 

** It is nptoriouf, that not an Irishman who was in Ireland, 
during the late {rebellion, and capable of being guilty thereof 



« Which ihtf had leized fiom the Protettanti in every part of the country. 

f Which they had poateued themselves of by t^tratagem or by force of 
anus. 

X viz. The oath of supremacy, whi^hthe Irish Parliament of 1641, (after 
the expulsion of forty-six oi the CatholW Members, who were either in open 
rebellion or iifiplicated in ii) enacted, should in future be taken by every 
member before he should be allowed to tii or vote in their House.-^See Irish 
Com. Journals, I voL A.D. 1641. 

§^The contest between King James'j anny and King William's. 

either 
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ekher ^bein^ ;icCMal!y In arm?, (grading, abutting, f»^ Og^fi^ig 
Ihe rebf:]^^ is Miqoccat : :o that the 4^y pc^ofis prc$i^m$$d4ol»e so, 
>iv either SMch as co^tM^ i^ &\gUnd 4wi^ ^h^ ^vvbole ^e, 4>f 
which ihfire are not.aibovfi ^hree or fc^ur pit^^s^ps ^ ^ igii^&^^ck 
an age as .coul4 not capacitate khem lo bc^ ^g^rms ; ^r ti^ or ^ist 
'the rw^ck: io both whioii cases, it is /to be >i^cd, ih»t 4JUe teics 
cr nex-t in r^maiftder may l>ave beejp, or pr<;^l:v^l^ y^ere in i;e- 
bellioD. 

Ftfijf-t'Ufo rebellions which the Jrieh h^iv^e ih^en guijty pf^ fP^^^ 
^cieuUy evince, tli^^t notiiipc^can reconcile the ixnplftqjtble Wuv 
of iheai -to the British n/uion ir 
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Extract from ike late Lord Clare's Speech in the House of lords in 
Ireland^ on the passing of the Catholic Bill of 1793. (Page 27.) 

** It may perhaps be said that the power of the Pope and (he 
laws of the Romish Church are become obsolete, and therefore tliat 
there no longer exists any good reasbn for continuing the restraints 
heretofore imposed upon Catholics : but I am confident that the old 
Romish superstition is, at this hour, as rank in Ireland as it was in 
the year 164 1. I am confident that there now is, and always has 
been, a regular and constant correspondence and communication 
kept up between this country and the Court of Rome; and ihat the 
spiritual power of the Pope is at this day acknowledged as implicit- 
ly as it ever was at any period of Irish history. 

** It is perfectly well known that we have a Popish hierarchy in 
this country, claiming and exercising all Episcopal functions, under 
the immediate authority of the Court of Rome ; and it is the boast 
of the Popish Bishops, that Ireland is a singular exception to the 
Catholic Church discipline of every other country in Europe, in 
which their religion is not connected with the state ; that in other 
Protestant states, the heads of the Popish Church have not any 
Episcopal jurisdiction, being without sees, and denominated from 
ancient sees, now a part of the Ottoman dominions, but that from 
the days of St. Peter, the Popish hierarchy has been preserved in 
Ireland by a regular succession of Prelates in the several sees, where 
they have always acted as Ordinaries ; and accordingly there is in 
every diocese of Ireland, a regular Popish Consistorial Court, acting 
under the authority of the Pope, and entertaining causes of Eccle- 
siastical cognizance, which are decided according to the laws of 
their Forum, without regard in any sort to the laws of this country — 
If proof was wanti«g upon this most serious subject, I have it in mv 
possession. A Popish Priest, who acts ai Judge in the Consistorial 
Court of Elphin, in the month of December, 1791, cited parties 
who had lived together as man and wife, to appear in his Court in 
a cause of nullity of .marriage ; they had been married by a Priest, 
and had cohabited — however, the marriage contract was pronounced 
null and void, and the woman was turned loose upon 'the world. 

O . On 
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On her complaint to a neighbouring gentleman, one of the reprc* 
scntatives of the county, he remonstrated against this proceeding— 
but in vain : the Consistorial Judge persisted in enforcing his sen- 
tence ; and, in justification of himself, enclosed to this gentleman a 
decree of the Council of Trent, De Rrformationc Matrimonii^ under 
which he liad proceeded, and in the course' of his correspondence 
upon this subject, which is now in my possession, he very gravely 
stated that an attack upon the laws of their Church, would be an 
attack upon the whole body of Roman Catholics. That this being, 
a clear case, he had full and final jurisdiction, for that appeals were 
made to the Court of Rome in causes of Ecclesiastical cognizance, 
only in cases of difficulty, Vd propter Dignitatem Personunanj as in 
the case of Henry VIII. and Queen Catherine. 

*« I do not know how tliis proceeding may strike other men, but 
the avowed existence of a foreign jurisdiction in the heart of thij 
country, governed by the laws of a foreign Prince, evidently 
framed for the subversion of all Protestant states, is to me a ground 
of most serious alarm ; and ihe wildiiess with wliich we are now 
]>roceeding in the modern philosophical system of Catholic emanci- 
pation, has very much encreased my apprehensions of the danger 
arising from it : if this bill shall receive the Royal assent, I must 
from that moment consider the Popish religion as virtually established 
by law in Ireland. The number of Popish Priests maintained in 
this country, certainly exceed two thousand; I have heard them 
calculated at two thousand five hundred ; and it seems well worthy 
of consideration, that this great body of ecclesiastics, exercising un- 
bounded authority over their flocks, acknowledging an unbounded 
ecclesiastical power in a foreign Prince, and recognizing in their 
fullest extent the laws of a foreign state, is to be established by law, 
and let loose upon this country, totally free from all ecclesiabtical 
controul, and disclaiming the authority of the temporal tribunab 
upon any subject, involving in it the interests of their religion.— If 
any man doubts that the Popish clergy deny the authority of the 
Temporal Courts, to this extent, let me refer him to the recent 
tonduct of the Paribh Priests of a southern county. They were 
summoned in the last Session of Parliament to give evidence before 
a Secret Committee of the House of Commons, in order to dis- 
qualify a number of persons of their own communion, who had 
voted at the general flection for the gentleman who had been re- 
turned one of the representatives of the county ; to a man they re- 
fused to submit to the jurisdiction of the Committee, or to give 
evidence before it. And to the scandal and reproach of the Tribu- 
nal which they had thus insulted, they were suffered to depart tri- 
umphantly, I do believe at the intercession of the gentleman at 
whose instance they had been summoned, who entertained well- 
founded apprehensions, that if the House of Corhmons had pro- 
ceeded to punish their contumacy, he would have befen murdered 
jon his return home. 

•< It is therefore idle in any man to assert, or to affect to think, 
that tlie Q^ mischievous Popish superstition is at an end in this 

country. 
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Cdtolry. The slow progress of the Reformation proves the gene- 
ral abhorrence entertained of the Protestant religion by the people ; 
the profound ignorance of the lower ranks qualifies them fully to 
i^ceive any impression which their Priests may chuse to make upon 
thera; and the misfortune of the country is, that if tbeir minds 
should be divested of a superstitious veneration for their Priests, such 
is the ignorance and barbarism of the mass of the people, that they 
would necessarily sink into a state of rude nature. Put the Popish 
siuperstilion of the country is not confined to the lower ranks, it 
flourishes with full vigour amongst the better order of the people-: 
it is notorious, that the conformity of any one member of a Popish 
stock, to the Protestant religion, is considered as a great and irre- 
parable family misfortune : and if the opportunity oflfers, the great 
object of the family is to put him into the hands of a Popish Priest 
on his death-bed, that, by a reconciliation to the the Church, he 
may die in a state of salvation*. — The old Popish High Church 
usurpations, have been fully and candidly asserted and avowed 
hi a very modern publication, by Doctor Troy, the titular Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, a gentleman, whom I have not the honour to 
know but from character; and he has been uniformly represented 
tome, as a man of irreproachable manners and.- conduct. In this 
publication, which is addressed to the Catholics of Ireland, in a pas- 
toral letter, he gives them some very good advice. He recom- 
mends to them a peaceable and loyal demeanor ; reminds them of 
the allegiance they owe to their lawful Sovereign; but in the samis 
breath cautions them, most emphatically, not to depart from their 
ecclesiastical allegiance to the Pope ; and declares to them, in broad 
and distinct terms, that the (ecclesiastical jurisdiction and autl^.ority, 
•assumed by the Kings of England, was, in its origin, and still con- 
tinues to be, a prophane usurpation upon the inherent spiritual and 
ecclesiastical Primacy, not only of power and rank, but of real juris- 
diction anJauthority of the Pope or Bishop of Rome, derived to him 
by Divine right, as successor to St. Peter, Prince of the Apostles in 
that see. And in this pastoral letter, he tells his flock, in broad 
and distinct terms, that any deviation from their ecclesiastical alle- 
giance to the Pope, or acknowledgment of ecclesiastical allegiance 
to their lawful Sovereign, must inevitably bring upon them eternal 
perdition. He has, in this pastoral letter, communicaCed one piece 
of information^ and one only which i$ new to me, — and that is, that 
there is a standing Cabinet of Cardinals at Rome for the ecclesiasti- 
■ cal government of Ireland. 



* The late Lord Dunboyne, a Catholic nobleman of Ireland, had conform- 
ed to the Protestant religion, and continued for above ten years to profuss i'.. 
In his ast illness, however, his Lordship relapsed; and having made a will, 
lie left his estates from his family to tlic Royal Catholic College of Maynooth, 
and died a Roman Catholic, having received all the rites, and submitted to alL 
the last ceremonies of that Church. His will has, however, been since sec 
aside by the Couns in Ireland, and his next of kin have obtained his property. 
Lord D.'dicd about four years ago. 

O 2 ** I was 
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•« I was always apprized Ihat the Pope had establi^^d aa Iristt 
Nuncio resident at JSrussels ; but this Cabinet of Cardinals for the 
ecclesiastical government of Ireland is ncM^ to me. I presume the 
Cardinal York * is at the head of it, and thereiore there can be no 
doubt, that the mild superintending spiritual influence of this 
Cabinet upon the Irish Catholics, will have the best effect^ 
in cultivatmg their hereditary attachment to the British go- 
vernment, and the British nation, and their natural ailtectioii 
for the established Constitution in Church and State. It is idle to^ 
{filiate their attachment to the Court of Rome, by asserting that 
the Catholics of Ireland acknowledge only canonical obedience to 
the Pope. Canonical obedience to the Pope, is inconsistent with (^ 
the duties of civil allegiance to a Protestant state. I consider civil i 
allegiance to my Sovereign, to consist in an explicit acknowledge- I 
ment of the powers which the constitution has entrusted to ^ifljj and ) 



in prompt and implicit obedience to tBc ^^^^s»^l)tg p3 [g^Jc^^ 
by which he governs his subjects. And I PnowTEaTcanwnc^ 
obedience to the Pope, as enjoined by the laws of the Court of 
Bome, is utterly inconsistent with the duties of civil allegiance to 
my Sovereign, as enjoined by the laws and constitution of the Brir 
tish empire. And therefore I do not scruple to say, that, in my 
opinion, it is an act of insanity in the Parliament of Ireland, to opea 
the efficient political powers of the state in any degree to Papists, 
holding correspondence or communion with the Court of RomCg. 
If they do not make use of them to subvert a Protestant govera^ 
ment, thify must resist the ruling passions and propensities of the- 
human mind ; and as to their professions of attachment, I cannot 
forget that James II. when Duke of York, with tears in his cye^ 
requested an exemption in his favour from the Test Act; ana. 
pledged his word, as a Prince and a Peer, that his religion was only" 
a matter between God and his conscience ; and that it never should 
in any instance influence his political conduct in England. I cannot 
forget, that he renewed the same professions on his succession to thc:- 
Throne j — that as a private man, he was always considered to be % 
man pf truth and honour ; ye% when Mr. Devaux, his confessor^ 
had access to him, his professions were all forgotten ;= and we know. # 
the abuses which he afterwards committed under the same pernici> 
ous influence." 



* Since dead; bnta&the present Pope is the tool of the French Usarpcr, i^ 
Lord Clare's information be correct, no doubt some Cardinal in the interest 
•f France now pfesides ov«r this C^inet of Cardinals. 



Np. II, 
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No. II. 

ANECDOTE, 

From the last VoL qf Sir J, Dalryynpi^s Memoirs. 

^* It was intended, in the April of the year 177iS, that the late 
Earl of Rochford, with whom I had the honour to live more like a 
brother than a friend, should succeed the Earl of Harcourt in the 
government of Ireland. Lord Rochfofd shewed me his Majesty's 
note about it, and said he had asked time from his Royal Master to 
consider. He told me his reason for doing so was, that as continual 
residence in Ireland for three years was the imderstood condition of 
his going there, he could not submit, at his age, to so long an 
-exile, unless he could do some great good there, and get some great 
fame: that two objects occurred to him, the one to procure a re- 
peal of the penal laws against Roman Catholics, and the other to 
bring about an Union with England ; that both seemed visionary^ 
and yet he could not get them out of his head ; that the dearest 
friend he had in the world was Lord Harcourt, and that he would 
he "obliged to me if I would go over to Ireland, let Lord Harcourt 
know the offer which he (Lord Rochford) had got, his hesitation, 
and his two views, and receive Lord Harcourt's opinions and reasons 
upon those views, which could be better d )ne by conversation than 
by letters. When I delivered my (pinion to the Lord Lieutenant,^ 
he smiled, and said, " A Nassau may do in this country what I 
cannot, and Rochford is open and frank and will please the Irish, 
biit what you come about requires much talking over.*' I staid a 
week with him in the country. With regard to the penallaws, he 
thought there was not much difficulty ; that the Roman Catholics 
were all on the side of England, and of the King of England in the 
American war, and that very good use might be made of them in 
the course of it. And there are men now living, high both in 
Church and State, who may remember the conversations on that 
head, and that they thought on it as he did. But with regard to 
the other object. Lord Harcourt thought there were great diffi- 
culties to surmount, yet perhaps not insurmountable. When two 
men open their minds freely, and give their lights to each oiher in 
conversation, it is difficult to say on which side thoughts and opi- 
nions originate, and still more difficult at the distance of ten years to 
recollect them. But the impression upon my mind at present of 
Lord Harcourt's opinion is, that to attempt an Union with Ireland 
in time of war was insanity, notwithstanding its having succeeded 
in Scotland at such a time ; that the minds of the Irish must be long 
prepared, for which purpose Government should take the assist- 
ance of the best writers of the nation on both sides of the water, to 
point out the advantages of an Union in different lights to difFerent 

men. 
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men, and should, in the mean time, treat Ireland with a confidence 
which she very well deserved ; that no Union should be attempted, 
xmless the wish for it came from the «ide of Ireland, and even then, 
not unless there was a strong body of troops there to keep the 
madmen in order, and these troops trish, and not English ; that the 
two great objections were, loss of money by absentees, and loss of 
importance by diminishing the numbers of Peers and Commoners, 
if a represientation should take place to the United Parliament, as 
was done with Scotland ; but there was a way to obviate both ob- 
jections by one measure. The measure was, that the rights of the 
Peers, counties, and boroughs, should continue as they were, but 
that only • one third in rotation should attend the United Piu*lia- 
ment, and he who did not chuse to attend should have power to 
name one from amongst the other Members in his place, by which 
all the men of parts or fortune (the only persons who ought to at- 
tend Parliament) would be always sure of a seat, and the repre- 
sentation of Ireland would, at that time, have consisted of about 
40 Pe^rs and about 100 Commoners. 

. " When I reported these things to Lord Rochford, he said, ** AH 
this is too long an affair for me," and he declined the honour which 
l^is Sovereign mtended for him." 



No. III. 

Extract from the last Chapter of Story's Flistory of the Wars of Ireland, 



« The interest of), " ^"l*^^^'* ^" ^" ^^ ™'""8 
England tOadvance the (^^^ of that kmgdotn to have some great 
.^».f,», ^f lU^ E-„.i:.i. : r ""en, bota jn Court and Parhament, judge 
d!" ^ V't^^ Interest of England to keep Ireland 

^ poor and low, and it may appear strange 
to hear an Englishman by birth (and a mere stranger to the having 
any interest in Ireland) to endeavour the contradicting of it ; 
but in my humble opinion, whatsoever may be aliowed in this, as 
to the promoting the private ad «rantages or ^ great many trading 
people, and even men of estates in England, which alj would suffer 
by the advancing of these in Ireland, yet il*s so far from being the 
real interest either of the kingdom of England, to cramp Ireland 
rn its prosperity, that the wealth and greatness of Ireland, in trade 
and manufiictnres, is to be promoted both by the King and people 
of England as much as possibly it can. And first, as to the Kings 
of England, it is the same thing to them, whether they have their 



* It were npedless to point out the objeclionf attending this pl^n, and the 
advantages of liJj? ojie adopted. 

customs 
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customs from Bristol or Dublin, from Cork or Newcastle, &c. or 
Whether their levies of men, when occasions offer, are made in the 
counties of A^icklow and Waterford, Cumberland or Yorkshire, 
provided the interest were one and the same in both kingdoms. 

*• And as to the people of England in general, one should think 
if s their business to promote and encourage the trade and prosperity 
of Ireland, that thereby it might not only support itself in time of 
peace, but defend and maitUain itself in war, which nothing but 
promoting its trade and wealth will do. For what Ireland cannot 
do in order to its safety., England must supply to prevent its own 
danger, since, if ever a foreign enemy surprize and possess Ireland, 
especially the French, then England must maintain a greater stand- 
ing force to secure themselves, th in would have secured Ireland, if 
employed in its defence, it being no groundless saying of some old- 
fashioned poet : — 

** He that wou*d England win, 
** Must with Irelaud first begin." 

For though, in former times, when little or no shipping appeared 
upon ti:ese narrow seas, and France and oth^r countries knew 
not what it was to have a fleet, and there was but small com* 
merce even between England and Ireland themselves, yet in this 
active age of the world, it would go very hard with England if the 
French should possess Ireland, who have all the harbours from 
Dunkirk to Brest, and if they had Cork, Baltimore, and Bantry, 
where would our western trade be ? Besides, by possessing the 
eastern coast of Ireland, they would surround three parts in four of 
England, ar.d a great part of Scotland, and could invade either 
when they pleased, which would necessitate England to be always 
at the charge of a considerable standing army, and then farewell 
both their wealth and long enjoyed liberty. 

^j -^ 1 " And so sensible hare our ancestors been of 

Uur ancesiore r gonjething or other to be done in this affair, that 
sensible or tnis. ^ sir Henry Sidney, that most excellent Governour, 
who had spent great part of his time in that kingdom, holding a 
Parliament there, for a subsidy in the eleventh year of Queen Eliza- 
beth, he, with the Lords and Commons, in the preamble to the act 
of Parliament, thus express themselves to the Queen i-^^Ccmidering 
the infinite masses of treasure able to purchase a kingdom^ that your 
, noble pros^emtars have exiiausied^ for tfie government, defence, and 
preservation of your Majesties realm of Ireland,^ ^c, 

r^x r M 1 ** Which evils still remaining, the rcme- 

« 1 he tormer evUs f ^j^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^ 

still remain, ^ ^^^ -^^ practice; for though the war be now 

happily ended, yet there are at this day at least three different inte- 
rests on foot in that kingdom, the English (Protestant), the Irish (Ca- 
tholic), and Scots (Presbyterian) ; the first of which seem the least 
concerned in their own advancement, but tht* last gain ground daily 
in the North^ there being at least ten thousand people come thither 

out 
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out of Scotland within these twelve months (1693), which in time 
Mill make their parly considerable ; for the people of England live 
better than the Scots at home, and are not so easily invited to look 
abroad ; whereas the Scots, their part of Ireland, by this means, in 
a few years is like to be more than it has been ; and as to the Irish, 
every one sees their indefatigable industry in jyromoting the iruerest of 
th'ir ov:n pa'ty^ no discouragements being able to blunt^ hit rather 
serve to sharpen their endeavours for the effecting of what tlicy believe 
pfhy be some steps towards their future prosperity^ making every par^ 
titular mans case a general grievance^ and each assisting other ^ as he-- 
ing all concerned in the same general cause ; whilst the English, even 
in that country, who still feel the smart of their former calamities,., 
will yet rather let their lands to an Irishman, or a Scot, that shall 
give them sixpence in an acre more, and never improve it further,, 
than to an English farmer, that, if he bad encouragement, would ia 
a few years moke good improvements, which will still continue 
o:ie great reason why Ireland will not easily be made an English 
country. 

«£ T-u • * * r Ak T • u") " But I can carry the matter yet 
« The..nterest of the Insh (^. ^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ ;^ j^ ^^^^^ 

Papisls themselves to advance V jj^^^;^ ^^ ^^^ ^^-^^ Catholicks of 
the power of England. Jj^^j^^^ themselves, whether of 

Iris'h or English extraction, to promote that of England as much as 
they can in their country, if they will but consult the future safety 
of themselves and their posterity, since without the support of some 
other nation they can never hope of themselves to be an inde- 
pendent kingdom, and if they were, we can scarcely find out how 
they would agree amongst themselves, who should cominand, or 
who obey, wmch they never could yet from the beginning do ; and 
what did the Irish ever get by accompanying either their lords or 
followers into rebellion ? or what should they have gotten if the late 
attempt had absohitely succeeded, but a more absolute servitude 
under the French ? and therefore it's better for them to have their 
old English friends tliey have been so long acquainted with, than 
run the hazard of setting up new tyrants of tiieir own, or having 
them come to 'em from abroad. 

'* Besides, if the English interest were strong and powerful in 
Ireland, this would cut off the hopes of all disatfected people for 
ever thinking to withstand it, and would make them reject all ten- 
ders from abroad, and inticements from the Jesuited Priests at home, 
and never would they run such desperate risks, which still fall upon ^ 
their own heads at last ; so that if the English interest were so forti- 
fied that all hopes of removing it were cut off, tlie Irish would not 
bcprevailed upon to make such destructive attempts, to themselves 
^ and posterities, as they often have done hitherto, by the insinua- 
tions of ;their Priests, who have nothing to lose, nor families to 
provide for, but only hazard the lives and fortunes of others that 
have both, since (as Sir William Petty observes) there are^ and ever 
Will, be, in England^ men ready for any exploit and changCj cither by 

being^ 
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being discontented with their present condition^ or otherwise well in- 
- dined to the service^ more than are sufficient to quell any insurrection 
which the Irish can make and abide ly ; which would spare both the 
blood and treasure of England, if those of that nation in Ireland 
could do it of themselves. 

♦•Two obiections? " There' are only two objections that I know 
answered " i °^' which seem to be considerable against this 

J opinion of promoting the trade and wealth of 
Ireland j the first is, that if Ireland should be encouraged so far as 
to make it altogether an English country, it would drain the wealth 
and inhabitants of England to that degree, that we should impoverish 
ourselves, by putting our trade into their hands, who would be 
equal, if not superior, to us in a short time, since their country lies 
as convenient in all respects for trade as ours, and has several ad- 
vantages above it. — Answer, This would rather ejicourage England 
to be more industrious in trade and manufactures, when they saw 
their younger sister of Ireland, by having the same privileges of 
trade with herself, begin to contend with her in this particular, and 
would create a profitable emulation amongst the people gf both 
kingdoms ; since I have not that opinion of trade, that some people 
have of motion, that there's a determinate quantity, and when 
it Wails in one place, it encreases in another. There is trade 
enough no doubt abroad in the world for them all, if they will but 
be industrious. However, there can be no disadvantage accrue 
either to. the King of England or his people in general, by having 
this effected ; nay, this would soon be more for the advantage of the 
Crown of England than any poor customs that are got by dividing 
the nations can ever amount to; f<^r who sees not the good effects 
of the Union between England and Wales ? 

" The other objection is, that if Ireland were so far encouraged 
in trade and other advantages, as to become absolutely an English 
country, and equally entitled to the benefits of its laws, &c. the 
people there, after some time, would grow rich, and consequently 
proud, so that they would then set up for themselves, and deny all 
manner of dependence upon England, which would soon create a 
more dangerous civil war than ever. — Answer* There can be no 
fear of this, since nothing could be got by such a. revolt, but their 
own destruction ; and it's as probable that ihe English on the North 
of Trent, should, upon any disgust, endeavour to set up for 
themselves, which they are sensible could bring nothing but ruin to 
the whole. Besides, since the Royal Seat of the Kings, the prin- 
cipal Courts of Judicature, a?id also the Uoyal Nnry^ are always on 
this side the water, all attempts of thi* kind would prove vain and 
fniitless, and the rest of the world laugh at such a destructive folly 
and madness* 



* Previous to the Union I should not have assented to the Rev. Mr, 
Story's reasoning J s iice that great event is happily accomplished, we arc of 
ppiniou that every objection to his argume:iis i» removed. 

i « Thp 
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^crm. n ^ I L V ' "1 " I pretend not to meddle with any 

• T^^^rf'^f'^'^l^Tt Particular methods for promoting the 
in the first place, to be Vj-^^j-^j^ .^^^^^^ j^ ^J^^^^ ^^f^ j^,^ 

taJtcn care ot. ^ worth the knowledge and care of every 

one, especially those in places of authority and trust, what was in 
my Lord Barkley*s instructions (dated May 12, 1670), relating to 
matters of religion : " that forasmuch as all good success doth rest 
upon the scrvi<e of God, above all things you are to settle good 
orders in the Church, that God may be better served in the true 
established religion, and the people by that means reduced firom 
their errors.** But whilst the Irish are in the power of the Romish 
Clergy, they keep them in such awe and ignorance, that they scarcely 
dare or can enquire into the differences in religion, nor read the 
scriptures, nor yet confer with any Protestant Divine, so that ail 
they generally know of religion (I speak of the vulgar sort) is some 
fabulous legends of the Priests' invention ; or that their lathers and 
families were of that persuasion, and so must they be also. But 
though they be much given to lying, yet they are not in the main 
so ill-natured as some people make them, since Ihev own our baptism 
and other institutions to be essential, and will of their own accord 
come to us when they have not theconveniency of a Priest^ several 
instances of which I could give of my own knowledge. 

" There are a great many very learned, pious, and devout 
Clergymen of the Protestant Church in Ireland, discharging the 
duties of their functions, with such religious and godly sincerity, as 
become the messengers of Christ : but there being a great many im- 
propriations in that kingdom, and by this means half a score pa- 
rishes, in some places, not able to afford one hundred pounds per 
tmnum to a Minister : this has given occasion to the imion of seve« 
ral parishes, and not only so, but for frequent pluralities, and that 
in several places very much to the disadvantage of the Church, by 
which means there are a great many parishes inhabited only with 
Papists, which for that reason are generally called sine cures^ as if 
the Minister had no business there at all. But this I can by no 
means subscribe unto, since to me they seem to be the clear con- 
trary, and not impossible to remedy, by finding out some means to 
allow each Minister a competency, and then oblige him to reside 
upon it, whether his parishioners be Papists or Protestants, since 
the living among those people, and the frequent conversation 
with them, would be of more force than all the * penal laws in 
Christendom. 



* Mr. Story wrote in 1693. Though the penal laws have been long since 
abolished. Protestantism lias not gained ground in Ireland as much as was 
lo be expected and wished. Perhaps some of the hints given by the Rev, 
Mr. Story (Chaplain to Sir Thomas Gower's regiment) may he worth ittcn- 
t;on fven at this day, A.TX 1804. W.th this view, 1 have made the ex tract from 
h 8 work, which is scarce. 

« There 
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" There was a View of Ireland, writ by Spencer as I take it, to- 
wards the latter end of Queen Elizabeth's reign, and amongst other 
things he has this remarque : . " Several Irish iamelies (says he) are 
already become Englisli, and more would if the English would do 
their parts, in supplying the country with learned, pious, and pain- 
ful preachers, who could out-preach and out-live the Irish Priests. 

- For religion must not be forcibly imposed upon them with terrors 
and sharp penalties (as now (1693) is the manner), but rather de- 
livered and intimated with mildness and gentleness, so as if may 
not be hated before it be understood, which yet is not so difficult a 
task as some people make it ; for if the antient godly fathers, who 
first converted them, when they were infidels, to the faith, were 

' able to pull them from idolatry and paganism, to the true belief 
of Christ, (as St. Columb and St. Patrick), how much more easily 
shall godly teachers bring them to the understanding of that which 
they already profess, if they did but shew as much zeal in dis- 
swading them from their errors, as the Priests do care and industry 
to keep them in them." 

" But whit I am sorry to see so true is, that idleness is the malm 
genius of that kingdom, and except you can persuade the people to 
be industrious too as well as religious, you are not much nearer 
the matter, for they are naturally a lazy crew, and love nothing so 
much as their ease ; and if an Irishman has but a cow and a potatoe- 
garden, it's all the wealth he commonly aspires to; which way of 
feeding, a great many give for the reason they arc generally so 
mean spirited, for you'll see them in companies lye loytering in the 
street of any country village, or by the high-way sides, enquiring 
after and telling news to one another, but not one in twenty at 
work in the fields, or otherways honestly employed, which is the 
reason that, at this vervday, most of the goals of the kingdom are 
filled with thieves, ancl the streets with incredible number of im- 
portunate houling beggars, who yet most of them had rather live 
fto than otherways." 



No IV, 
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No. IV. 



[li has iKcn jvdgetl proper to reprint the folloiuing original Pros- 
pectus of the association qf United Inshmcii, ivhich teas privately 
circutated ly ike fr^si founders of that Society in the month of Juncj 
1791. Whoeier reads this with attention will require no furtlicr procf 
ihat the deepest and most systematic Treason, not only against the Con- 
9titution of Ireland^ but against the ivhole Order of Society in every 
country^ was the grand olject of that Fraternity from the first moment 
of its being conceived,^- It vdll be seen^ that every aidu^hich i?ifernal 
ingenuity could fnmish for loorking on the passions qf the weak^ the 
ignorant^ and ike dcpraveily u;as deliberately adopted — that even i* 
this etnbryo state the design rises to a height of revolntioTUijy boldness 
Juird^y equalled by the German Illutnlnati themselves.] 

*' IDEM SENTIRE, DICERE, AGERE." 

** It is proposed that at this conjuncture a Socisty. Iiall be insti- 
tuted in this city, having much of the secrecy, and somewhat of the 
ceremonial attached to Free Masonry— witli so much secrecy as may 
communicate curiosity, uncertainty and expectation to the mind* 
of surrounding men ;— with so much impressive and affecting cere- 
mony in all its internal oeconomy, as, without impeding real busi- 
ness, may strike the soul through the senses, and addresang the 
ukole man, may animate his philosophy by the energy of hb pas- 
sions. 

Secrecy is expedient and necessary ; it will make the bond of 
union more cohesive, and the spirit of this union more ardent and more 
condensed ; it will envelope this dense flame with a cloud of gloomy 
ambiguity, that will not only facilitate its own agency, but will at 
'the same time confound and terrify its enemies by their ignorance 
of the design, the extent, the direction, or the consequences. 
It will throw a veil over those individuals whose professional pru- 
dence might make them wish to lye concealed^ until a manifestation 
of themselves became absolutely necessary. And, lastly, seciecy 
is necessary, becalise it is by no means certain that a country, so 
great a stranger to itself as Ireland, where the North and the South, 
and the East and West, meet to wonder at each other, is yet pre- 
pared for the adoption of one profession of Political Faith^ while 
there may hz individuals from each of these (Quarters ready to adopt 
such a profession, and to propagate it with their feest abilities, when 
necessary — ^^viti their blood. 

Our Provinces are perfectly ignorant of each other ; — our Island 
is connected; — we ourselves are insulated; and the distinctions of 
rank, of property, and of religious pei suasion, have hitherto been 
not mejcly lines of difference, but brazen walls of separation. We 
ai:e sepriiate nations met and settled together, not mingled, but 

convened ; 
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convened; an incoherent mass of dissimilar materials, uncementedy 
imconsolidated, like the image which Nebuchadnezzar saw with a 
head of fine gold, legs of iron, and iQei of clay, parts ti.at da not 
cleave to one another. 

In the midst of an island, where Manhood has met and ooisti> 
nues to meet with such severe humiliatiou, where selfish men, or 
classes of men, have formed such a malignant conspiracy against 
Public Good, let one benevolent, beneficent conspiracy arisc^ one 
Plot of Patriots pledged by solemn abjuration to each other in the 
service of the People: — the People, in the largest sense of thai 
momentous word. Let the cement of this Constitutional Compact 
be a principle of such strong attraction, as completely to over- 
power all accidental and temporary repulsions that take place be- 
tween real Irishmen, and thus to consolidate the scattered and shift- 
ing sand of Society into an adhesive and immoveable Caisson^ 
sunk beneath the dark and troubled waters. It is by wandering 
from the few plain and simple principles of Political Faith tiiat our 
Politics, like our Religion, has become Preaching, not Practice, 
Words, not Works. 

A Society, such as this, will disclaim those party appellations 
which seem to pale the human heart into pwtty compartments, and 
parcel out into §ects and Sections, Common Sense, Common Ho- 
nesty, and Common Weal. As little will it affect any speculative, 
unimpassioned, quiescent benevolence. It will not call itself a Whig 
Club, or a Revolution Society. It will not ground itself on a naaie 
indicative of a party, or an event well enough in the circumstances 
and in the season. It will not be an Aristocracy affecting the language 
of Patriotism, the rival of Despotism, for its own sake, not its irre- 
concileable enemy, for the sake of us all. 

It will not, by views merely retrospective, stop the march of 
mankind, or force them back into the lanes and alleys of their an- 
cestors* It will have an eye provident and prospective, a reach and 
amplitude of conception commensurate to the progressive diffusion 
of knowledge, and at the same time a promptitude in execution re- 
quisite in a hfe like this, so short and so fragile, in a nation Ijke this, 
so passive and procrastinating. Let its name be the Irish Bro- 
therhood. Let its general aim.t)e to make the light of philan- 
thropy, a pale and ineffectual light, converge^ and by converging, 
kindle into ardent, energetic, enthusiastic love for Ireland ; that 
genuine unadulterated enthusiasm which descends from a luminous 
head to a burning heart, and impels the spirit of man to exertion* 
greatly good, or unequivocally great. For this Socfety is not to 
rest satisfied in drawing speculative plans of reform and improve- 
ment, but to be practically busied about the means of accomplish- 
ment. Were the hand of Locke to hold from Heaven, a scheme 
of government most perfectly adapted to the nature and capa- 
bilities of the Irish Nation, it would drop to the ground a mere 
sounding scroll, were there no other means of giving it effect tiian 
its intrinsic excellence. All true Irishmen agree in iihai oncht to 
be done, but how to' get it done is the question.— This Society 4s 

, likely 
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likely to be a means tlie most powerful for the promotion of a grc^ 
end — ^whatEKD? 

The Rights of Men in Ireland, the greatest happiness of 
the greatest number in //*** island^ the inherent and indefeasible 
clums of every free nation, to rest in this nation — ^tlpe wiU and the 
power to be happy — to pursue the Commonweal as an individual 
pursues hb private welfare, and to stand in insulated independence, 
an imperatorial People. — To gain a knowledge of the real state of 
this heterogeneous country, to form a summary of the national will 
and pleasure in points most interesting to national happiness, and 
when sQch a summary is formed, to put this Doctrine as speedily as 
may be into Practice^ will be the purpose of this Central Society, 
or Lodge, from which other Lodges in the different towns will ra- 
diate. 

The greatest Happiness of the greatest Number — On 
the rock of this principle let this Society rest; by this let it judge 
and determine every political question, and whatever is necessary 
for this. end, let it not be accounted hazardous, but rather our in- 
terest, our duty, our glory, and our common religion. The Rights 
of Men are the Rignts of God, and to vindicate the one is to 
maintain the other. We must be free, in order to serve Him', 
whose service is perfect freedom. » 

Let every Member wear, day and night, an Amulet round his 
neck, containing the great principle which unites the Brotherhood, 
in letters of gold, on a ribbon, strij^ed with all the original colours, 
and inclosed in a sheath of white silk, to represent the pure union 
of the mingled rays, and the abolition of all superficial distinctions, 
all colours and shades of difference, for the sake of one illustrious 
end. IiCt this Amulet of union, faith and honour, depend from 
the neck, and be bound about the body next to the skin and close 
to the heart. 

This is enthusiasm. — It is so ; and who that has a spark of Hiber- 
nicism in his nature, would not kindle into a flame of generous 
enthusiasm ? Who, that has a drop of sympathy in his heart, 
wheu he looks around him, and sees how happiness is heaped up in 
moyncis, and how misery is diffused and divided among the miiHon, 
docs v\oi exclaim, Alas! for the suffering, and Oh ! for the power 
to redress it ? And who is Ihere that has enthusiasm sufficient to 
'make an exclamation, would not combine with others as honest as 
himself, to make the will live it\ the act, and to swear — We will 
redress I T— Who is there ? Who ? 

The first business of the Brotherhood will be to form a transcript, 
or digest, of the doctrine which they mean to s'lbscribe, to uphold, 
to propagate, and to reduce to practice. It is time for Ireland to 
look her fortune in the face^ not with turbulent ostentation, but 
with fixed resolution to live and die Freemen. — Let then those 
questions be agitated and answered fully and fairly, 'which have 
been wilfully concealed from us by interested persons and parties, 
and which appear terrible only by being kept in the dark. Always 
armed with this principle, that it is the duty of the people to estab- 
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^sh their rights, this Society will carry it along with them in their 
course, as the Sybol did the branch of gold, to avert or to disperse, 
every vain fear, or every unreal terror. 

What are the tneans of procuring such a Reform in the Constitu- 
tion as may secure to the People their rights most effectually and 
most speedily ? 

What is the plan of Reform mostsjaiied to this country ? 
Can the renovation in the Constitution, which we ail deem ne- 
cessary, be accomplished by the ways of the Constitution ? ** The 
** evii,** says Jimius, ** lies too deep to be cured by any remedy, 
** less than some great convulsion which may bring back the Coi>- 
** stitutiou to its original principles, or utterly destroy it/' Is this 
opinion still truer when applied to this country, or is it false ? 
Who are the People ? 

Can the right of changing the Constitution rest any where but in 
the original constitutive power — the People ? 

Can the will of the People be known but by full and fair conven- 
tion, to be constituted on the plan which will come recommended 
on the most popular authority ? 

*. What are the Rights of Roman Catiiolics, and what are the im- 
mediate duties of Protestants respecting these rights t 

Are the Roman Catholics generally or partially capaces Liber- 
talis f and if not, what are the speediest means of making them 
«o? 

Is the Independence of Ireland nominal or real, a barren right, 
or a fact regulative of national conduct and influencing national 
character ? 

Has it had any other effect than raising the value of a house, and 
making it more self-sufficient, at the exptrnce of the People ? 

Is there any middle state between the extremes of union with 
Britain and total separation, in wliich the rights of the People can 
be fully estabhshed and rest in security ? 

What is the form of Government that will secure to us our 
rights with the least expence and the greatest benefit ? 

^y the Brotherhood are these questions, and such as these, 
to be determined. On this determination are they to form the 
chart of their Constitution, which with honour and good faith they 
are to subscribe, and which is to regulate their course. — Let the So- 
ciety at large meet four times in the year, and an acting Committee 
once a month, to which all Members shall be invited. Let 
these meetings be convivial^ but not the transitory patriotij:m of deep 
potation : confidential^ the heart open and the door locked ; cow 
vct'sationalf not a debating society. There is too much haranguing 
in this country already : a very great redundance of sound. Wculd 
that we spoke a little more laconically, and acted a little more em- 
phatically ; and we sh^l do so, when our aim is at something nobler 
and fairer than even the Sublime and Beautiful of Mr. Burke : — the 
Sublimity of Common-sense — the Beauty of Common-weal. 

Our Society should at first be very chaste and cautious in the se- 
lection of Members, shunning equally the giddiness of the boy, 
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that sullen indifference about the public good which comes on wltli 
decline of years, looking around for those who are competent, and 
with respect to themselves content, yet zealous and persevering; 
not vehal, not voracious, not confined in their manners and their 
JL. morality to the^pak Lof a profes sion ; not idle philanthropists, who 
^ fidget round tHcgiobe with their favourite adage ; not those who are 
bound down by obedience to that wizard word Empire^, to the so- 
vereignty of two sounding syllables; but honest, honourable Irishmen^ 
of whatever rank, of whatever religion, who know Liberty, who 
love it, who wish to have it, and who will have it.— Members 
should be admitted only by an unanimous ballot, and perhaps once 
a year there should be a general re-election. 

The external business of this Society will be, 1st. Publication, in 
order to propagate their principles and effectuate their ends. All 
papers for this purpose to be sanctioned by the Committee, and 
published with no other designation of character than — One of 
THE Brotherhood. — 2dly, Communication with the different 
towns to tie assiduously kept up, and every exertion used to ac- 
complish a National Convention of the People of Ireland, who may 
profit by past errors, and by many unexpected circumstances which 
have happened since the last meeting. — 3dly, Communication 
with similar Societies abroad, as the Jacobin Club in Paris, the Re- 
volution Society in England, the Committee for Reform in Scot- 
land. Let the nations be abreast. Let the interchange of senti- 
ment among mankind concerning the rights of man be as imme- 
diate as possible. A correspondence with distinguished men in 
Britain, or on the Continent will be necessary to enlighten us, and 
ought to be cherished. Eulogies on such men as have deserved 
well of their country until deaths should be from time to time de- 
livered by one of rhe Brotherhood ; their works should live in a 
library to be formed by this Society, and dedicated to Liberty, and 
the Portraits of such men should adorn it. Let the shades of 
the mighty dead look down and consecrate our Meetings I The 
Athenians were accustomed to fasten their edicts to the statues of 
their ancestors. Let our Laws and Liberties have a similar attach- 
ment, taking heed always to remember what has been always too 
much forgotten — that We are to be ancestors ourselves ; and as our 
bodies moulder dov/n after sepulture, merely to pass into new forms 
of life, let our spirits preserve a principle of animation to posterity, 
and germinate from the very grave. 

What is the time most appUcable for the establishment of this 
Institution ? Even NOW. " Le grand art est dans V apropos." 
Why is Administration so imperious ? Because the Nation does not 
act. ' The Whig Club is not a transfusion from the People. We do 
not thoroughly xnidtvstand that Club, and they do not fad for us. 
When the 'Aristocracy 'come forward, the People fall backward ; 
when the People come forward, the Aristocracy, fearful of being 
left behind, insinuate themselves into our ranks, and rise into timid 
leaders, or treacherous auxiliaries. They meaii to make us their 
instruments. Let us rather make them cntr instruments. One of 

the 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



PART THE THllCD. 225 

the two must happen. The People must serve the purposes of 
JParty, or the Party must emerge in the mightiness of the People, 
and Hercules will then lean upon his club. 

On the Mth of July, the day which shall ever commemorate the 
Ftench Rcvblution, let this Society pour out their first libation Co 
European Liberty, eventually the Liberty of the World, and with 
their hands joined in each other, and their eyes raised to Heaven, 
in his presence who breathed into them an evcr4iving soul, let them 
,swear to maintain the rights and prerogatives of their nature as men, 
and the right and prerogative of Ireland as an INDEPENDENT 
PEOPLE.—" Dieu ct man Droit !" is the motto of Kings.—" Dieu 
et la Liberte!" exclaimed Voltaire, when he firat beheld Franklin, 
his Fellow-Citizen of the Woi-ld.-^" Dieu et nos Droite !"— let 
Irishmen cry aloud to each other— tlie cry of Mercy— of Jtistice— 
And of Victory." 

•*</ttte<r, 1791." 



No. V. 

fabricated Rules arid Regrjfations of the Orange-Men. 

** As art instance of the arts used to make the Orange Association 
vai occasion of exciting in the breasts of the lower class of Catholics 
the most malignant and vindictive passions, the following series of 
Jabricated rules and regulations, intended to be considered as those of 
the Orange-Men, are here inserted. The copy from which they are 
transcribed was found in the house of Marlay, in Hoey*s-court, bift 
similar copies were frequently found both on the persons and in the 
houses of United Irishmen." 

" 1 St. Resolved unanimously. That each and every member be 
furnished with a case of horse pistols and a sword ; ulso that every 
inember shall have twelve rounds of ball cartridges. 

** 2d. Resolved, That every man shall be ready at a moment's 
warning. 

" 3d- Resolved, That no member is to introduce a Papist or Pres- 
byterian, Quaker or Methodist, or any persuasion but a Pnotestant. 

" 4th. Resolved, That no man wear Irish manufactures, or give 
employment to any Papist. 

" 5th. Resolved, That every man shall be ready at a moment's 
warning to burn all the chapels and meeting-houses in the city and 
county of Dublin. 

** 6th. Resolved, Tliat any man that will give information of any 
house he suspects to be an United Irishman's, will get the sum of 5L 
and his name kept private. 

" 7th. Resolved, That no member will introduce any man imder 
the age of nineteen or over the age of forty-six." 

[Report of Secret Com. of Irish Pari. 1798, App. xxvi. p. ccxvi.] 

*^* The report tiiat Orange-Men had taken an oath to extermi- 
nate Catholics was too gross to pass except with the lowest of the 
vulgar, and therefore I suppose not even in:>erted among these iabri- 
<Mad rules. 

P No. VI 
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No. VI. 



lite Rules aful Regtdaiions qf Orangemen^ read before titey proceed t9 

Business. 

** An Orangeman should have a sincere love and reverence for 
his Almighty maker, productive of those lively and happy fruits, righ- 
teousness and obedience to his commands. A firm faith in the Sa- 
.viour of the world, convinced that he is the only mediator between 
A sinful creature and an offended creator : without these he can be 
no christian ; he should be of an humane and compassionate dispo- 
sition, and a cautious and afiable behaviour ; he should be an utter 
enemy to savage brutality, and unchristian-like cruelty. Let him 
be a lover of sobriety and improving company, arid have a laudable 
regard for the Protestant religion, and a sincere desire to propagate 
its precepts ; zealous of promoting the honour of his King and coun- 
try, and have an hearty aesire for victory and success, but convinced 
and assured that God only can grant it. Let him have an hatred for 
cursing and swearing, and taking the name of God in vain, A shame- 
ful practice, taking all opportunities to discourage it among his bre- 
thren ; wisdom and prudence should guide his actions ; honesty and 
integrity influence his conduct, and honour and glory be the motives 
of his actions; lastly, he must pay the strictest attention to a reUgious 
observance of the sabbath, and also of temperance and sobriety." 



Declaration qf the Protestants of DMiUy assuming the Nante qf 
Orangmen. 

" From the various attempts that have been made to poison the pub- 
lic mind, and slander those who have had the spirit to adhere to their 
King and Constitution, and to maintain the Laws ; we the Protes- 
tants of Dublin, assuming the name of Orangemen, feel ourselves 
called upon, not to vindicate our principles, for we know that our ho- 
nour and loyalty bid defiance to the shafts of malevolence and disaf- 
fection, but chiefly to avow those principles, and declare to the 
world the object of our institution. 

We have long observed with indignation, the efforts that have 
been made to foment rebellion in this kingdom by the seditious, 
who have formed themselves into Societies under the specious*tmc 
of United Irishmen ; we have seen with pain the lower-orders or our 
fellow subjects forced or seduced from their allegiance by the threats 
and machinations of traitors ; and we have viewed with horror the 
successful exertions of miscreants to encourage a foreign enemy to 
invade this happy land, in hopes of rising into consequence on the 
downfall of their country. 

Wc 
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We therefore thought it high time to rally round the consdtution, 
lind there pledge ourselves to each other, to maintahi the laws and 
support our good king against all his enemies, whether rebels to their 
God or to their country; and by so doing, shew to the world that there- 
is a body of men in this island, who are ready in the hour of danger 
to stand forward in defence of that grand palladium of our liberties, 
the constitution of Great Britain and Ireland, obtained and esta- 
blished by our ancestors under the great King William. 

Fellow subjects, we are accused of being Im institution founded 
on principles too shocking to repeat, and bound together by oath^ at 
which humanity would shudder, but we caution you not be led away 
by such malevolent falsehoods. For we do solemnly assure you in 
the presence of Almighty God, that the idea of injuring any one on 
account of his religious opinions, never entered our hearts. We re- 
gard every loyal subject as our friend, be his religion what it may;' 
we have no enmity but to the enemies of our country. 

We further declare, that we are ready at all times, to submit our^ 
selves to the orders of those in authority under his Majesty, and that 
we will cheerfully undertake any duty which they shall think proper to 
point out to us, in case either a foreign enemy shall dare to invade 
our coasts, or, that a domestic foe shall presume to raise the standard 
of rebellion in the land. To these principles we are pledged, and 
in support of them we are ready to shed the last drop of our 
blood." Published in 1797. 



Declaration of the loyal Inftahitants qf the Province qf Ulster, stiled 
Oramemen, 

. *' We the loyal inhabitants of the province of Ulster, who have 
been styled Orangemen^ in remembrance of our glorious deliverer 
King William the Third, think it incumbent upon us at this critical 
period, to declare our faithful and steady attachment to his Majesty 
king George the Third, and to our valuable constitution in church 
and state, as .well as our gratitude for the blessings we enjoy under 
the present government, and our happiness in the suppression of in- 
surrection and rebellion : and the restoration of tranquility in this 
province, by the exertions of the General Officers and Militia, aided 
by the zeal of the loyal inhabitants. We have read in the public pa- 
pers with much satisiaction, the Declkations of the Roman Catholic 
inhabitants of several parishes, in this province ; we have no doubt 
of the sincerity of such declarations, and that the Catholics of Ire- 
land, sensible ot the benefits they enjoy, will not suffer themselves to 
be made the dupes of wicked and designing men, for the most dia- 
bolical purposes : and we flatter ourselves, that such declarations will 
be embraced and have the happiest effects in other parts of the king- 
dom. Such conduct must be acceptable in the eyes of God and 
man. 

P 2 Wc 
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We dedare most solemnly, that we are not enemas to zny Wdy of 
people on account of ih^eir religion, the ir faith or their mode of 
wof^ip. We consider every loyai subject ouf broihexj and they, 
shall have our aid and protection. 

Anxious to co-operate in preserving internal tranquillity, should 
our foreign enemies be desperate enough to attempt it, we tak^ Uijs 
opportunity of decladng our readiness (;ouQdei;tak^any duty i^ obf^ 
dience to tne commands of his ExcdWocy th^ Lord {jeutep^f." 
19th Februan^ 1798. 

(Signed by several thousand loyal inhabitants.] 
N. B. This Declaration appeared just afiter General La^e had in 

a mat measure, disarmed the disaffected il]habitf^lt& of S9me part» 

of the North of Ireland. 



Bttles and Regulations of the Boyne Society^ coumumljii coikd Orayige' 

men, 

** l3t. We associate for the defence of our persons and properties,- 
and for preserving the peace and good order of our country. 

*Jd. A"e are exclusively a Protestant associatioa. 

3rd. That we will to the utmost of our power, defend and sup^ 
port his present Majesty King George the Thiod, the laws and con* 
stitulion of this kingdom, and the successors in Im Majesty's, illus* 
triou5 house. 

4th. That we will aid and assist all magistrates, and all high and 
petty constables in the lawful excution of theii: office, when called 
on. 

3th. That we will upon all occasions aid and assist each other> 
vhcn promptitude and propriety appear to give rise to the necessity 
of such assistance^ and that the same do not exceed the jurisdictioa 
of the laws, or tend to promote insurrection or internal distur- 
bance. 

6th. That we are to be true to all brother Orangemen in all their 
just actions, neither wronging any, nor seeing or knowing them to be 
.wronged, and as far as ia our power to promote eaph others interest 
and well-fare. 

7th. That we are not to give the first assault to any person what- 
soever. 

&th. That we are individually bound to each other, not only to 
preserve the peace ourselves, but also to be active in preventing aU 
others of whatever persuasion or denomination, (who may come 
within our knowledge) that may have an intention to do an ill or 
wrong act. 

9 th. That we are to meet every 1st of July, (old stile) in a full 
body, to commemorate the signal victory gained by King William 
Prince of Orange^ at the Boyne, who bravely supported our rights 
and established the Protestant religion ; that on this day we are to 
walk wherever may be agreed on, always behaving with propriety or 
decorum." 

Grand; 
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. Grnnd Qrcmge Lodge qf Ireland^ Janm^M ^^» 1799. 

• •* The Grand Ladge of Ifelaad observe with heartfelt satisfaction 
that their former recommendation to their brethren to abstain^ as 
OrangemeiT, from any discussion of the question of Union, has had the 
happiest effects, iaso much, as it has disappointed the sanguine and, 
malignant hopes entertained by the enemies of religion and good 
onier, that such discussion wouki be productive of discord ampng 
Orangemen. They now feel it their duty tgpffer some fother ob- 
servations on the present juncture of affairs. 

Orangemen in different capacities as Members of Parliament, 
Grand-jurors, Freeholders, and Members of Corporate Bodie?, will 
have opportunities of debating the important question of an Union, 
But it is the earnest entreaty of the Grand Lodge, that as a society 
they will remain silent, for as every Orangeman, however zealousy 
may, and no doubt will, Conceive different ideas on this subject, th^ 
discussion of a question of such magnitude, int^olving not only 
great imperial topics, but also matters of local advantage ajid local 
disadvantage, must unavoidably create a division in opinion, and* 
** an house divided against itself cannot stand-.'* It is therefore re- 
commended to all Orangemen, to keep in mind the great object for 
whjch they hiave associated, and to avoid as injurious to their institu- 
tion, all controversy not connected with their principles. 

• The Grand Lodge most solemnly enjoin the Masters of Lodges 
and their brethren in general, most particularly to scrutinize the cna- 
racterof every candidate for admission. As they understand, with 
indignation, that men notoriously disaffected have of late had th^ 
audacity to offer themselves to some Lodges, it is also requested, 
that Masters of Lodges will discpuatenance by every means in their 
power, even by the imposition of a fine, any imitation of the man- 
ners and dress of ti-aitors, which the Grand Lodge has heard with 
surprise has been of late effected by some of the younger Orange- 
men. They are the more anxious on this head, which m^iy at ivst 
seem unimportant, as traitors are now busy in boasting of a coalition 
with our association, an opinion which this conduct in kijowa 
Orangemen tends greatly (o encourage. 

The Grand Lodge further recommends, that this Address be re^d 
at all Lodges in Ireland.** 

(Signed) 

Thomas Verner, Grand Master, 
John C. Beresford, Grand Secretary. 

«* If a steady opposition to French principles and Republican theo- 
ries of Govcrnmeqjf, which have deluged many nations of Europe 
with blood, be criminal, the Oran>^emen of Ireland plead guilty to 
the charge. If unshaken loyalty to our beloved and excellent Sove- 
reign, be a crime, they confess their guilt. If an inviolable attach- 
ment to the Protestant religion, and a desire to secure the interest and 
prosperity of it, by all fit and byal means be reproachful to them^ 
they certainly merit that reproach. They revere our present happy 
coastitution, and disclaiming revolutionary projects, wish it to bQ 

perpetual. 
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perpetual. They venerate the Protestant religion, with Protesfsint 
Ubetality of sentiment towards those uho differ from them, and dis« 
avow every species and degree of persecution. 

These and these only are the principles of Orangemen, and they 
arc neither ashamed nor afi^aid to acknowledge them. They are not 
the viblonary ephemeral productions of metaphysical subtlety, but 
have been long tried and approved by the sure tests of reason and ex- 
perience. They are ll^e old Whig principles, and held by us in 
common, with every good Protestant in these islands. They were 
handed down to us from our ancestors, and we hope to transmit 
them unperverted and unimpaffed, as a precious inheritance to our 
posterity. — ^They have been the source of abundant prosperity and 
comfort to the land of our nativity for more than a century, and in 
support of them they have declared their readiness to shed the last 
drop of their blood. Orangemen have no secret to conceal, except 
the marks and tokens by which tliey know one another*. In times 
of turbulence and intestine commotion it was necessary to have cer* 
tain words and signs to discriminate friends from enemies, and pre* 
Tent designing traitors from mixing among us*-they were necessary 
to inspire mutual trust and confidence, by indicating similarity of sen* 
timent, and they are still necessary, not only to guard against impo- 
3ition, but to recommend us to the attention and kindness of brother- 
Oraneemen wherever the institution prevails. To divulge these 
would destroy their utiUty, and therefore the knowledge of them b 
strictly and properly confined to themselves." 

[The prmciples of the Orange Association vindicated by the Rev. 
S. Cupples, D. D. Rector of Ljsburn, p. 9.] 



No. VI I. 

[The following Manifesto appeared at this period in an Official 
Bebel Gascette :] 

"Irishmen ! your country is represented by brethren of ability 
and virtue ; they plead your cause at Lisle ; they negotiate for an 
independent Irish Republic in the teeth of that diplomatique spy, 
Malmsbory ; they are countenanced and encouraged by the French 
Commissioners, and we have some hopes that Ireland will be seen 
in the political map of Europe, when her cowardly cruel step-sister 
. is consigned to the msignificance her crimes justly merit. Should any 
unfortunate event put off your delivery, by England purchasing an 
immediate peace, you should not despond. Peace will be only tem- 
porary ; it may be productive of some political comforts, as we. 
then may openly praise and study the glorio^ truths France is 
capable of proclaiming — communication with tliat country will be 



^ ♦ The oath of the Orangemen, which zuas not kep fecrett was an oath of alle- 
giance to the Kiag and Conftitution, hf fides which, it contained two claufes, one 
that they would confider every loyal man of every religious denomination jis 
their brother, and would protect him as fuch ; and another, that they would 
not divulge the figns by which they were known to feach other, 
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rcvitred and liberty will gain new strength, and knowledge be more 
uni^rsal — consequently despotism must die, and Irishmen will go 
to the funeral." [Union Star, No. 3.] 



No. VIII. 

*' Assassination^ and ** Resumptim* in 1798. 
Union Star. 



*< TJie Union Star appeared at irregular periods, was printed oa 
one side of the paper, to fit it for being pasted on walls, and fre- 
quently second editions were published of the same numbers. It 
chiefly consisted of names and abusive characters of persons sup- 
posecf to have been informers against U. Irishmen : or active op- 
poseri of their designs ; and to such lists were generally added the 
most furious exhortations to the populace to rise and take vengeance 
on th^ir oppressors. Each number commenced with the following 
words : — 

*' As the Union Star is an Official Paper^ the managers promise 
the pqblic that no characters shall be hazarded but such as are de- 
nounced by authority^ as being the partners and creatures of Pitt, and 
his sanguinary journeyman * Luttrell." 

" The Star offers to p-jblic justice the following detestable traitor^ 
as spies and perjured informers." 

" Perhaps some arm more lucky than the rest may reach his 
heart and free the world from bondage." 

Here followed the list of the proscribed persons — ^a description of 
their persons, and every possible incitement and direction given tp 
assassination. 

Furtlier Extracts from that detestable Paper. 
** Let the indignation ot man be raised against theimpious wretch, 
who profanely assumes the title of reigning by the grace of God, 
and impudently tells the world he can do no wrong. Irishmen! is 
granting a patent and offering premiums to murderers to depopulate 
your country aad take your properties, no wrong ? Are the conti- 
nual wars you engender and provoke to destroy mankind no 
wrong ? Go impious blasphemer, and your hypocritical sorcerers 
(the clergy, I presume) to the fate philosophy, justice and liberty 
assign thee : — ^*tis inevitable, thy impositions are detected — thy kind 
have been brought to justice— the first professor of thy trade has re- 
cently bled for the crimes of tlie craft — his idle and vile follower^, 
who escaped the national axe, are walking memorials of justice, 
begging a miserable livelihood over those countries, whose tottering 
liirones encourage but an uncertain asylum : ere the grave which \s 



^ Lord Carhampton, then Commander in ChicC 
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opening for Ihy dK|>isfcd ptrson embosoms th6i — tr\ilfi6 tohft -if on^ 
ment for (he vices of thy predecessors — resist not the claims of a 
people reduced to every misery :— In thy name give back the pro- 
perties that thj/ nation wrested from a suffering people^ and let the 
descendants of those English ruffians restore to Irishmen their couur 
try^and to their country liberty: 'tis r^.! her late to trifle — one for- 
tunate breeze m.-.y do it; and then, woe be to him who was a tyrant^ 
or who is unjust.*' 

Union Star, No. IV. . ^ 

Irishmen ! 

•* Turn over the page of history as written by Englishmen— you 
will see Ireland's present suffcringsj at which your nature must shud- 
der — vour just indignation awaken into wishes and exertions that 
must Se fatal to your oppressors and glorious to yourselves. Look it 
Vhat are called Acts of Parliamertt, the 17th year of Charles the 
First, confiscating three millions of asres at one sitting, and selling 
them to English adventurers, on the conditions of having and hold- 
ing them by exterminating the antient Irish proprietor ! Uaneynher 
that the lapse of years does not justify any right in your Masters to 
retain the property of your fathers, — ^The Stardoms t\oi unjustly zd- 
vise a thought that would injure the proprietors of an estate, ac- 
iqiiircd by mercantile or mechanic industry. Ihe Siar only aims at 
those properties ivtested Jrom our niiirdfred ancestors by English 
perfdyJ* 

Union Star, No. V, 

" We ire constantly witnessing the impudent affectation of cow- 
ardly nrioderation, acting in partnership with tyranny against the 
Union Star, which they accuse of inculcating principles of assassina- 
tion. We certainly do not advise, though We do not decry assassz- 
iuition^ as we conceive it the only mode at present, within the reach 
of Irishmen to bring to justice the royal agents, who are constantly 
exercising rapes, murders, and burnings, through our devote& 
country : 

" We appeal to thy noble and venerated name — O, Bnitus ! who 
bravely assassinated the tyrant of your country amidst his cohorts, 
and in the presence of his pensioned senate. It is not our solitary 
suffrage that has attempted to honour thy name and worship thy 
spirit : — the patriot, the sage, and the hero, in every honourable 
stage of life, for eighteen centuries, have given thy name the first 
ind most unequivocal recommendation to the admiring earth, as one 
that deserves the highest rank among the benefactors of the himian 
race. 

"Yes I Prince of patriotic assassins, fhy noble and virtuous spint 
shotild pervade our land— the infant whom a British, or a British- 
Irish butcher has left fatherless, should be taught through his pro- 
gress to manhood, that thy example should be rigidly iniit:ited, as 

an honest duty to his parents and his country." " In sucli 

a son, assassination would be an holy duty, commanded by nature 
and approved of by Heaven. — Thus we defend assassination, and 
clear it froni the rubbish of ignorance and the falsehoods of despo- 

tisoij 
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^m, which were too often successful in confounding the characten 
^ the man who destroyed a tyrant,, and him, who to gratify private 
revenge, or urged by avarice, might sell himself to murder an in- 
iioccnt fellow-creature.* 

[The extracts from this official pa^r of the U» Irishmen^ 
surely prove, that these societies inculcated the principles 
both of assassination and ^* resumption," of ike forfeited 
Estates^ which latter Mr. Plowden so ingeniously traces to 
the Brehon Laws, in p. 1 2, of his Historical Review. See 
also p. 14, of these strictures : and read note f to p. \5 
of this work.] 



No. IX. 

ExamnaiUm ^ Dr. A^Nevin^ before the Irish House qf' Lords 

in 1798. 

Q. Have you seen a resolution of the Ldnster Provincial Com- 
mittee of the 19th Feb. 1798, " That they would not be diverted 
from their purpose by any thing which could be done in Parliament, 
9s nothing short of the total emancipation of their country would sa* 
tisfythem? 

A. I have. 

Q. Was It qficialfy communicated by the Provincial to the Ex- 
ecutive? 

A. It was,' . 

Q. Do you think the mass of the people in .the provinces of 
Leinster, munster and Connaught, care the value of this pen, or 
the drop of ink it Contains for Parliamentary Reform, or Catholicr. 
Emancipation? 

A. I am sure thev do not, but they wish much' to be relieved from 
the payment of tytnes. 

[Report of Secret Committee in 1793, App. xxxL p. cclxxviii.] 



THE END, 
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ERRATA. 

Page 15, line 4, for " restraints,** read reitramt. 

— 36, third line from the bolloi% for " chap. xv. Ware," read 

chap. xiii. fFare. 

46, fifdi hne of the note? for " thus," read this. . 

. 47, third line, for '^ r^gin,** f ead irdgn. 

^..^ 49, line 15, for '^ is,** read are* 

...^ 68, line 27^ fiM* ^^ I do moan,^ read I do not trienn^ 

.— 73, note f , for ** Hist. Review," read Irish Commons Journal 

•-_ 80, line 21, for ^« Coumell^" read Counselor. 

— » 89, line 8, for <^ hiuids,'* read lands* 

.'— . 103, line 14, for ^ Nation," read ParHament. 

— — 104, note *, for « 1802," road 1782. 

— 131, line 26, for " this work," read Aw xoork, 
~» 160, note \ line 4, for ** 1790," read 1798. 

— 168, Ibe 21, for " these charges of crodty," read mA acts of 

cruelty. 
— — 171, note *, line 9, for " Mayo, of" Sligo," read. Mayfii cmd 
SligQ. 

■*^* In several places the word ascendancy is, by^an error of the 
pressi printed ascendancy. 



.^Printed by C.Rkkabf, P«tcibor»im;h-court« Fleet-street* 
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